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True Love Walits

Apostle Paul might have said "True Love Waits," bt
he didn't. He did say that charity suffereth long. We hgve

TESTIMONIES AND
SERMON NOTES

August Communion
Service

Michael Jordison preceded the Communion address singing a

said that "patience is a virtue," but few possess that song the words of which he had appropriately revised to provide a

quality. I tell you the truth, | wonder if any Americang
have patience. I've been at a traffic light and the horn
honks behind me the instant the light turns green. I've had
a driver screaming at me for not going through the traffic
light quick enough. It is not supposed to be that way.
Jesus, in the parable of the sower, said that when the seed
fell upon good ground, (the person received the word in
an honest and good heart and kept what they heard) they
brought forth fruit with patience. (Luke 8:15) Our God |s
described as a God of patience.

Perhaps we should ask our youth to make this their
motto for dating. In fact, this is exactly what the term,
"True Love Waits" was created to do. This title is the
name of a program started by Christians in Uganda, Bast
Africa. During the 1980s and early 1990s, the infectipn
rate for AIDS had reached 30 percentand was increasing.
A program was started (approved and supported by their
President) to try to convince young men and women that
abstinence was the best answer to prevention of this
deadly disease. The young people were counseled tq not
have any sexual relations before marriage, to compat
AIDS. The program was a success. In 10 years, the AIDS
infection rate in Uganda dropped to 5%. In a contingnt
where this plague has continued to destroy both youding
and old, "WOW" , what a big success!

It is interesting to met that a program based pn
Christian teaching was a success, while other "prografs"
barely made a dent in the disease. Even President Bush
has noticed this program and has commended Uganda's
President for the initiative.

"True Love Waits." This is not just a title, it is
gospel principle. If we are to be "like him" we need to be
disciples who wait.

spiritual setting for the service.

With our lips let us sing one confession

With our hearts hold to one truth alone

For He has erased our transgressions

Claimed us, and called us His own - His very own.
People of God. Called by His name

Called from the dark and delivered from shame.
One holy race, Saints every one

Because of the blood of Christ, Jesus the Son.

Hear us, oh spirits of darkness

So you will know where we stand.

We are His servants, purchased with scars

And bought by the blood of the Lamb, the blood of the Lamb.
People of God. Called by His name

Called from the dark and delivered from shame.

One holy race, Saints every one

Because of the blood of Christ, Jesus the Son.

Give us your Spirit, Oh Father

We witness to You here this day

That we will remember You, take on Your Name,
Committing to do all You say. And in every way
Make us people of God. Called by Your Name
Called from the dark and delivered from shame.
One holy race, Saints every one

Because of the blood of Christ, Jesus the Son.

Make us people of God. Called by Your Name
Called from the dark, made pure by the Flame
Zion'’s pure light, Saints of the One

Who ransomed and pardoned us, Jesus the Son.

Prior to reading his scripture selection for his Communion
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sermon August 3, 1003, Seventy George Knotts thanked Michagloments.

for his musical offering then commented, “I want to mention, ‘I think even when love’s, impetuous longing to serve Me has
before | read this scripture about a crisis that happened to our famdjfered Me all of Life, every day, every hour, | think ...” (George
coming back from Oklahoma. We were coming through Muskogeimterrupted his reading to call attention to a notation he had made on
and a lady didn’'t see us and pulled right out in front of us. In théhe white board on the side of the sanctuary saying, “And that's why
process of hitting us, she went on and hit another lady across therote Remember, Remember, Remember, Remember over on the
way. So | think you would have been proud of me. | didn’t lose myoard because, if you'll notice in the front of the Hymnal there will
cool. l was out there just taking down the information. | just wantetbie the Communion prayers, and the prayer on the bread, | think
to share that with you in relation to this scripture. this is a reallynentions to remember four times. So that's why | put the repetition
familiar scripture, but part of it might not be.” for remembering over there four times. It must be very important

Brother Knotts read from James 1:2-8: “’“My Brethren, counthat Jesus wants us to remember Him.” Then he resumed reading.)
it all joy when ye fall into many afflictions;’ (That wasn’t quite my ‘I think even then it is a long, and not an easy lesson, to learn, what
attitude to have joy, but | did feel that some good was going to conitemeans to give Me the moments.’
out of that even though the bumper laid fifteen feetin frontofusand  Brother Knotts then asked for a show of hands of those who say
the front of the car was mashed in!) ‘knowing this, that the tryingheir major prayer in the morning, in the evening, at every meal.
of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have its perfe¢iSome Indian tribes pray five times a day, morning, evening, at
work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” (Nowoon and they also have this middle prayer in there so they pray five
thisis the part thatis familiar, and you might not know that that weritmes a day.” Our speaker suggested that if you are working in an
before. ‘If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that givethoffice and you pray in the morning and evening, the morning and
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given himafternoon breaks would also be good times to pray. That way, he
But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering; for he that wavereth isaid, you would pray five times a day and have something to remind
like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let ngbu of it. “Well, it's easy to say you made your major prayer one
that man think that he shall receive anything from the Lord. Aime a day and then have reminder prayers all through the day. The
double-minded man is unstable in all his ways.” (Now | would likeLord wants you to remember Him all of the time - the moments - the
to read the last verse in that chapter.) ‘Pure religion and undefiledoment of our moments.” He resumed reading, “The little things
before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widowsu plan to do given up gladly at My suggestion, the little services
in their afflictions, and to keep himself unspotted from the vices gbyfully rendered. See Me in all and then it will be an easy task.”
the world.” This is a priceless time of initiation, but remember that the path of

Brother Knotts then reached for a publication he received in theitiation is not for all; but only for those who have felt the sorrow-
mail and announced, “You might not be aware of some of the vicesy of the world that needs a Saviour, and the tender plea of a
that the young people are faced with. | wasn't until | got this, an8aviour Who needs followers through whom He can accomplish
it surprised me a little bit. It says among those teenagers who belieMés great work of Salvation joyfully.” If we can give Jesus each
- Thisis a survey done among the born again Evangelical’s believetoment of every day, that would be a good gift. But just think what
young people -- 46% believe Jesus committed sins. 51% say he dieglhas given us.”
but did not raise from the dead. 81% claim that all truth is relative  “I have something else | want to share with you. This is the
to the individual and his or her circumstances. 53% believe athost | have ever shared in any presentation, but this little book
religions pray to the same God. 65% do not believe Satan is reatélled, Be Mature | don’t know how | got it, but it has been a
George then commented, “Well, if that's among the believers, angaluable little book and | am marking things in it pretty heavily. It
they are believing that, then God help us!” He wentonto read, “Wsays, ‘a surrendered will'. It seems like that's what we are doing
must correct our young people’s distorted beliefs and help thetoday symbolically as we come to Jesus - as we come to Jesus and
move beyond mere belief to solid Christian convictions.” And hersurrender our will, covenant to obey him in all things, always
is a follow-up to that. ‘Why belief matters - More than 80% of theremember him all the moments and that we will obey his command-
young people have distorted beliefs of Christ and Christianity. Buhents, and what's the other thing to remember? Take His name
does it really matter? What difference what they believe? Thosgon us. The song Michael sang indicated about taking His name
with such distorted views are - (Now this will surprise you.) Thosend reminded me of that. Can you visualize yourself wearing an
that don't believe in Christ are 200% more likely to physically hurbver-the-head strap with the word, Jesus written real big here. (He
someone. 216% more likely to be resentful. 300% more likely to ugminted to his chest.) Would you laugh at the same jokes if you had
illicit drugs. 600% more likely to attempt suicide.’ It makes sensehat on your chest when they were told? Or would you just refrain
to follow Jesus! It pays!” from laughing and they would know you didn’t appreciate those

“All right, | want to read you something that came out of mythings? Or would you look at the same literature in the doctor’s
daily devotion for August 3. He read from the bo@lqd Calling  office. Would you watch the same television shows if you could be
abook that he uses continually and recommends for all to use. “Giveleotaped and you could be sitting here with the word Jesus
every moment.’ (That's how appropriate it is that this came up ostrapped to your chest? ‘Just think! They are videotaping it and look
Communion Sunday.) ‘How dear to my heart is the cry of love thavhat I'm watching!” I'm just trying to get you to bring it up to
asks for all of me, that wishes every action, thought, word anshoment by moment taking upon you the name of Jesus and trying
moment to be mine. to make that graphic.”

‘How poor the understanding of one that thinks that moneyto  “Back to surrendered will. ‘God cannot build our character
be used in this good work of that, is a great gift to offer. Above allyithout our cooperation. If we resist Him, then He chastens us into
| desire love, true, warm, childlike love, the trusting, understandingubmission. But if we submit to Him, then he can accomplish His
love, and then the gift | prize next is the gift of the moments, of allvork. He is not satisfied with a halfway job. God wants a perfect
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work. He wants a finished product that is mature and complete.of the deep. And my Spirit moved upon the face of the waters, for
‘God’s goal for our lives is maturity. It would be atragedy if ourl am God. And |, God, said, Let there be light, and there was light.’
children remained little babies. We enjoy watching them maturéGenesis 1:2-5 1V).
even though maturity brings dangers as well as delights. Many “We need to keepin mind who we are and what we are and what
Christians shelter themselves from the trials of life, and as a resulte serve. We seem to be afraid of each other. We also seem to want
never grow up. (Never get out of the boat. Right Rob? Our speakterglorify each other. But God is the creator. Jesus Christ made us.
referred to the class taught earlier by Robert Rolfe from the bookle knows us, and He loves His creation. He has given us so much
If You Want to Walk on Water, You Have to Get Out of the)Boato work with. He has given us our knowledge. He has given us these
‘God wants the little children to become young men’ and youndooks to read, and he says, ‘I'll be your tutor. | will teach you
women. (He just says men. Doesn'’t say little girls.) He wants themwverything there is to know. Just come and ask Me! I'm there
to become fathers. waiting for you to ask. | made you. | want you to be a certain kind
George summarized the next portion of the test. Paul outlined person - one that can love me. One that can love each other.’
three works that are involved in a complete Christian life. FirstRemember the thing He said to Noah and to Enoch, ‘I created the
there is the work God wants to do for us. Second there is one ldeople and yet, not in all the universe has there been such great
wants to do in us. The third one he wants to do through us. Then Wwickedness as here. | created you to love each other, and you hate
commented, “Well, that's enough reading about that, but Gogour own blood.” And so He wept over the people and over His
wants to use us, and He wants to work with us, and He wants usd@ation because they had completely forgotten and refused to be
be responsive to Him. And probably the best response that we coutis children.
have for Jesus is to always remember Him. Remember Him at God Wants You to Ask
television time. Remember Him at car accident times and crisises. “In John 1:1-4 we read that ‘In the beginning was the Gospel
Remember Him when it is not a crisis - Remember Him all of thereached through the Son. And the Gospel was the word, and the
time. word was with the Son, and the Son was with God, and the Son was
“And it would be extra nice if we were kind to those peopleof God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were
around us, wouldn't it? Do you think that's what Jesus wants us tmade by Him and without him was not anything made which was
do? Even your companion. Wouldn't that be nice if you were justade. In him was the gospel, and the gospel was the life, and the life
kind to your companion all of the time and didn’t take them fomvas the light of man; ... ." He who created you, gave you the word,
granted? After the accident, you know the air bags go off, and masks you to study it and asks you to come to Him and seek His
wife’s hearing has been affected. It has been teaching me somethamynsel, not once a year - not through a big meeting, but for every
about being kind because I'll say something and she’ll repeat baday and for every minute of your life. All you have to do is ask.
what she thinks | said, and it's a whole different story. You could  “Jeremiah says, ‘For | spake not unto your fathers nor com-
get impatient with that, but we both start laughing when | tell hemanded them in the day that | brought them out of the land of Egypt,
what | really said, and | can see how people who really are hard odbncerning burnt offerings or sacrifices; but this thing | com-
hearing could really have some conflicts go on in their home. manded them, saying, Obey my voice, and | will be your God, and
“But thank God we are here today, and we have a time fgre shall be my people; and walk ye in all the ways that | have
renewal, a time for recovenanting. Today is Promise Keepers daggmmanded you, that it may be well unto you.” (Jeremiah

and that is us. We are the Promise Keepers in our day.” 7:22-23). Obey My voice! What's the problem here? Do we even
hear His voice? If you don’t hear His voice, you certainly can’'t obey
LOO k U An d L |Ve it. Again, we have to ask. We have to come to Him in garnest prayer

p and ask to hear His voice. You can’t obey something you don't

know. Unless you hear His voice, you can't obey it.

To introduce his sermon, Elder Norman Nelson read from a “Who do you ask when you want something? Some very
rophecy given by Apostle Arthur Oakman in 1974. “Many hav . . . e
propnecy g y AP y g lligent person? He said, ‘Ask Me!” Again Jeremiah says, ‘Thus

n li hemselves. When great darkness covers the earth t )
otapplied the g th the Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh

will feel much heavy weight and burden upon their souls and the . )
cannot bear it. It is not long until the earth again will be drenche sh his arm, andthe maniwhose heartdeparteth from the Lord. For
in blood and darkness shall cover the world. For many who hav shall be like th? heat.h in the desert and shall not see when QOOd
heard my voice but did not heed it, it will be too late. When they caﬁometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in the wildemess, in a
upon me, | will not answer. There \,/viII be a short season until Worl alt land and not inhabited. Blessed is the man that trusteth in the
' . : ; : d, and whose hope isin the Lord. For he shall be as a tree planted
War three. Our country will be involved. There will be perilous-°"%" . .
y P py the waters, and that spreadeth out his roots by the river, and shall

times. People in America will be brought to their knees even wit ; hen heat th. but her | hall b - and shall
things they shall suffer. Material possessions will be of no valyg!0t S€€ When nieat cometh, but her leaves shall be green, and sha

The only real value will be the quality of life. It is not time for fear, not be careful in the year of the drought, neither shall cease from

but rather time for rejoicing, for only through these means can tﬁ@eldmg fruit’ (Jer\t/avrﬂlah %)7:5-8).T i
gospel go to all the world.” “The Lord is th om oy?u trul\sl ’ d to talk t h
“In order to have some perspective of what we are talkin € Lord s the one you trust. Now we need lo talk to eac

: oo : f course, to support each other; but our conversation has to
about, we need to start with the beginning. As | have read this ma%g].er’ 0 ’ ' . :
g g in the Lord - not about the weather or about what this person is

times before, | still think it is very important that we start there. ‘7~ " ™ ~
he Bedinni he End: the Almiah "By mi el isn't doing, but what does the Lord want me to do today? Jesus
am the Beginning and the End; the Almighty God. By mine On f@d again in John, ‘I was sent here by God because He loved you.

Begotten | created these things. Yea, in the beginning | created i

heaven, and the earth upon which thou standest. And the earth sgause He loves you, He sent me to come and take your sins on me

without form, and void; and | caused darkness to come upon th%fat@@t you might live.” Again, if you haven't heard His voice - if you



haven't seen His face - if you haven't witnessed of this Lord oft’s all gibberish. | don’t understand a word he has written on that
yours, how can you follow His commandments? exam, but | want my Al That's how foolish we are. We never talk
“Again in chapter 4 of John, Jesus was at the well in Samarito God. We never really seek to know Him. We certainly never
A woman came and He asked her to give Him some water. She saidme back to have Him tutor us in the language He has written, yet
‘How come you are a Jew, and you ask me for water when | amvee want to get to heaven. Wouldn’t such a one be miserable there?
Samaritan?” He said, ‘If you knew who it was who asked, yoyou couldn’t understand the language. Did you ever have that
would ask me for water, the living water from which you wouldterrible dream that you went class and didn’t have the book and
never thirst.” | believe | have told you about my experience in thatouldn’t find the room where you were supposed to be. It is a
situation. Just for a brief statement - when | was in Nigeria, we hadrrible thing. But that's the kind of life we are living. We are not
a prayer service and that night | had a dream in which | believe | wagerested enough to do the kind of thing it takes to really have God
by that living water or that well or that fountain that John talkeds our tutor, as our teacher, as our God.
about, and the Lord invited me to come and drink freely. You know,  “Let’s turn to Doctrine and Covenants for just a moment. One
that short experience with God when | actually saw my Lord, isf the beautiful statements is this in Section 76:3a,g9-h). ‘We,
something that there is no way | can explain to you how it felt or hooseph Smith, Jr., and Sidney Rigdon, being in the Spirit on the
it is. You can use the words wonderful, beautiful. Once you hav&xteenth of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand, eight
seen the Lord and have been with Him, you can never fear agalhundred and thirty two, by the power of the Spirit our eyes were
That love - that joy - that beautiful feeling passes all understandingpened, and our understandings were enlightened, so we could see
There is nothing you can do that will make it more worthwhile forand understand the things of God. ... . And, now, after the many
your life than to have the experience of being with Him. Itisn’t whatestimonies which have been given of him, this is the testimony, last
you see. It's the feeling that comes with Him, and that feeling isf all, which we give of him, that he lives; for we saw him, even on
worth everything in this world. the right hand of God; and we heard the voice bearing record that
“You know, when God taught the children of Israel, He toldhe is the Only Begotten of the Father; that by him, and through him,
them of their weaknesses and their sins, etc. He said, ‘But my haadd of him, the worlds are and were created; and the inhabitants
is stretched out still. (2 Nephi 8:95,9:72). My hand is always opethereof are the begotten sons and daughters of God.’ He asks you
to receive you if you will repent and come to me.’ It's always thereto have that experience with Him. ‘Verily i say unto you, that |, the
but the thing that isn’t said, “My hand is there. Come to it. But MyLord, will contend with Zion and plead with her strong ones, and
backhand is there if you don't.” This war that is coming is achasten her until she overcomes and is clean before me; for she shall
backhand. And some of the things that are happening to our countrgt be removed out of her place. |, the Lord, have spokenit.’ (D&C
now is that backhand. It is happening to us because we have8:8d). ‘I, the Lord, chasten whom | love.” (D&C 92:1a). If you
listened to His voice as a nation. And our sins are multiplied andaven’t been chastened, you have escaped the love that could have
many. Remember in the time of Noah the Lord repented becauleen yours.
they had made man because man had made an abomination of “Verily, thus saith the Lord, it shall come to pass that every
everything that should have been good. Noah preached to theul that forsaketh his sins and cometh unto me, and calleth on my
people, and they said, ‘What's wrong with us? We are all goodame, and obeyeth my voice, and keepeth my commandments,
people. We are married and giving in marriage. We have childreshall see my face, and know that | am, and that | am the true light
and they are good children. They are strong. They are giants, etthat lighteneth every man that cometh into the world. ... . | give unto
(Genesis 8). But all flesh had confounded the ways of God. Thegu these sayings that you may understand and know how to
were no longer interested at all in their spiritual being. They wergorship, and know what you worship, that ye may come unto me.
interested only in their physical structure - in that which made theffRor if ye keep my commandments ye shall receive the fullness and
physically pleasant. Nobody else mattered. ‘What | do is importatte glorified in me as | am in the Father; therefore | say unto you, you
to me!’” The carnal, sensual part of life was what was important tehall receive grace for grace.” ( D&C 90:1a, 3b-c). He doesn't
those people. And what is stated in another scripture is, ‘As it wasiload the whole load on you at once. It's like learning, He’s your
in the days of Noah, so will it be in the end time.” (Matthew 24:44)teacher - He's your God. ‘Verily | say unto you, | was in the
The Problem Today beginning with the Father, and am the Firstborn; and all those who
“And this is the problem we face today, isn't it? Our people arare begotten through me, are partakers of the glory of the same, and
concerned about the carnal and sensual part of their life and rave the church of the Firstborn. Ye were also in the beginning with
concerned for each other but certainly not concerned about God - tive Father - that which is Spirit - even the Spirit of truth; and truth
One who created them, the One who loves them, the One who waistthe knowledge of things as they are, as they were, and as they are
to teach them. There is no desire there. | think | have said this befdtecome; and whatsoever is more or less than this, is the spirit of that
to some of you at least, it's like | go to school - | go to Gerry’s claswicked one, who was a liar from the beginning. The Spirit of truth
and learn his name and he gives me a couple of terms in science, endf God. | am the Spirit of Truth. And John bore record of me
he gives me the book that he wants me to study. So | leave tlsying, He received a fullness of the truth; yea even of all the truth,
session, go out and find another book - it doesn't really have tted no man receiveth a fullness unless he keepeth all of the
same material in it, but it is something that somebody named ttemmandments.’ (D&C 90:4a-c).
new English Translation or something. Gerry tells me, ‘Il am going He Can’t Make You Love Him
to be there every day to tutor you. If you will come, I'll help you “You see, we were born into this world. First God created us
understand the material. But | kind of glance through this other bodpiritually and then He gave us our body. He wants us for His
and it doesn’t say the same thing that he says, but there’s somethaigjdren. He wants us to learn and to desire Him to the point where
there, you know. | never come back to talk to Gerry about his classe will come to Him and learn from Him and be His children. You
So it comes to the end of the term, and | go back for the final exasee, He could make your spirit, and He could make your body, but
4



He couldn’'t make you love Him. He couldn’t make you want toour problems.
keep His commandments. That you had to choose. If you choose to “Let’s look at Alma’s statement to his people, ‘Now, as you are
keep His commandments - if you choose to be his child - if yodesirous to come into the fold of God, and to be called his people,
choose to be His friend, He has all these things available for yoand are willing to bear one another’s burdens, that they may be light;
The books that He has written - not the watered down languages tigag and are willing to mourn with those that mourn; yea, and
some people choose instead of. (Like Ron says you know when bemfort those that stand in need of comfort, and to stand as
talks to a person who says, ‘That’s not in my Bible.” ‘Well, here iwitnesses of God at all times, and in all things, and in all places that
is.” ‘Not any more, is it And so many of us do things like that. ‘It's ye may be in, even until death, that ye may be redeemed of God and
not there, so I'm not accountable for that.” But you are accountable numbered with those of the first resurrection, that ye may have
because it is written in the books, and you need to study all go@ternal life. And now, | say unto you, If this is the desire of your
books and find the truth as God shall give it to you. hearts, what have you against being baptized in the name of the
“We have the same complaint about Jesus that we have abduaird, as a witness before him that ye have entered into a covenant
Joseph Smith. In John the Pharisees said, ‘Well, how come thisth him that ye may serve him and keep his commandments; that
unlearned man, a man who is not lettered knows all these things® may pour out his Spirit more abundantly upon you?’ (Mosiah
John 7:13-23 reads ‘Howbeit, no man spake openly of him for fe&:39-41).
of the Jews. Now about the midst of the feast, Jesus went up into the “The same advice that is given here has been given to us by our
temple and taught, and the Jews marvelled saying, How knowe#tatriarchs for this season of time. ‘Humble yourselves, and con-
this man letters having never learned? Jesus answered them &nde in prayer unto him; cry unto him when ye are in your fields;
said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. If any man wilfea, over all your flocks; cry unto him in your houses, yea, over all
do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, oyour household, both morning, midday, and evening; yea, cry unto
whether | speak of myself. He that speaketh of himself seeketh Hign against the power of your enemies; yea, cry unto him against
own glory; but he that seeketh the glory of him that sent him, thie devil, who is the enemy of all righteousness. Cry unto him over
same is true and no unrighteousness is in him. Did not Moses githee crops of your fields, that ye may prosper in them; cry over the
you the law, and yet none of you keep the law. Why are you aboflbcks of your fields, that they may increase. But this is not all; ye
to kill me? The people answered and said, Thou hast a devil; wioust pour out your souls in your closets, and your secret places, and
goeth about to kill thee? Jesus answered and said unto them, | havgour wilderness; yea, and when you do not cry unto the Lord, let
done one work, and ye all marvel. Moses therefore gave unto ygour hearts be full, drawn out to him in prayer continually for your
circumcision; (not because it is of Moses, but of the fathers;) and yeelfare, and also for the welfare of those around you. And now
on the Sabbath Day circumcise a man. If a man on the Sabbath Omshold, my brethren, Do not suppose that this is all; for after ye have
receiveth circumcision, that the Law of Moses should not bedone all these things, if you turn away the needy, and the naked, and
broken; are ye angry at me because, | made a man every whit wheisit not the sick and afflicted, and impart of your substance if you
on the Sabbath Day? Judge not according to your traditions, biséve to those who stand in need. ... If you do not any of these things,
judge righteous judgment.’ ‘Judge not according to your traditiongehold, your prayer is vain and availeth you nothing, and ye are as
but judge righteous judgment’, Norman repeated. hypocrites who do deny the faith; Therefore, remember to be
“Now let’s use the words of Nephi. (2 Nephi 11:44-51). ‘Forcharitable or ye are as dross which the refiners do cast outand ye are
we know that it is by grace that we are saved, after all that we cafno value to men. ... After ye have received so many witnesses,
do; and notwithstanding we believe in Christ, we keep the law afeeing that the Holy Scriptures testify of these things, bring forth
Moses and look forward with steadfastness unto Christ until the lafsuits meet for repentance.’ (Alma 16:219-226).
shall be fulfilled; for to this end was the Law given. Wherefore, the  “Remember, our instruction is, ‘Cry nothing but repentance to
law has become dead unto us, and we are made alive in Chritis people.” Remember your God. Serve Him with all your might,
because of our faith; yet we keep the law because of the commamadind and strength. The beauty, the wonder, the blessings that can
ments; We talk of Christ. We rejoice in Christ. We preach of Chrisbe yours are beyond understanding. He openeth the windows of
We prophecy of Christ, and we write according to our propheciesgeaven for you. You have to look up and live.”
that our children may know to what source they may look for
remission of their sins. Wherefore, we speak concerning the law,
that our children may know the deadness of the law; and they, by Are YO u Ready?
knowing the deadness of the law, may look forward unto that life : -
which is in Christ, and know for what end the law was given. An%tanDurlng the offertory, Kathy Akers played the hymn, the first

. . . . . za of which recounts, “One day when fell the Spirit’'s whisper,
after the Iayv IS fylﬂlled in Christ, that they need not harde’n the'rt touched with zeal the waiting throng. Inspiring hope, it courage
hearts against him, when the law ought to be done away.

. ave them to cultivate the gift of song”. High Priest Robert Rolfe
“l have to remember one of Arladine’s statements, and th 9 9 9

was, “The law was written on stone plates so you couldn't ben efaced his scripture reading by thanking her for the offering,
’ ing that hi h hat h h hi i .
them. You can break them, but you can’t bend them.” Thou Sh%%:ylng that his mother used that hymn to teach him to sing bass

. . . rther he stated, “I don’t know whether any of you feel like | do.
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, might, mind and strengthYou may say, I'm kind of discouraged . I've got a burden and am

and the second is like unto it. You shall love thy neighbor a?eeling low. I've got problems. This scripture is to remind you, and

yourself. Thou Sha'F notkill. Thou shaltnot Commit adultery. ThOl‘lo remind all of us, that there were people who came before us that
shalt not take anything that belongs to your neighbor. Thou shalt NRhq problems as well. He then read an abbreviated version of

covetanything. All these are laws that were given away back therg, - s 1:8-10,15-22. “Now there arose up a new king over Egypt,

and now the law of Christ is even sgperior to_thqt. Itsays, you mughyich knew not Joseph. And he said unto his people, Behold, the
love. Perfect love and perfect charity of Christ is the answer to aé ildren of Israel are more and mightier than we; come on, let us
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deal wisely with them; lest they multiply and it come to pass thabad leading to the river Nile. Now, they were quite alone in the dark
when there falleth out any war, they join also unto our enemies aathd the silence.
fight against us, and so get them up out of the land. And the king “It is the only way to spare his life,” Jochabed said over and
of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, of which the name of thever. “We must put his little boat on the river and trust in God to
one was Shiphrah and of the name of the other Puah; and he ssgad it into the hands of someone who will give him kindly care.”
unto them, When ye do the office of a midwife unto the Hebrewiriam did not answer. Her throat was filled with aching. Her eyes
women, and ye see them upon the stools, if it be a son, then ye sliiléd with tears, for the little brother in the basket was very near to
kill him; but if it be a daughter, then she shall live.” And it came tcher heart. She knew that her mother was seeking to comfort her and
pass that the midwives feared God that he made them houses, #mat her mother's words were reasonable and wise. Yet it was
they didn’t do as they were told. “And then Pharaoh charged all higeartbreaking to think of this tiny baby only three months on the
people saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, ardrth, alone on the waters of the Nile with none to hear his cries or
every daughter ye shall save alive.’ to still his fright. Yet, he was alive and there was hope that he might
Barbra Jordison sang a message from God urging all to, “Take found by someone who would pity him and tend him lovingly.
My hand and show that you follow me,” which prompted BrotheBut if he remained at home, he would surely be discovered and
Rolfe, after commenting on the beauty of both her song and hsfain, for he was a Hebrew child, and the Pharaoh had decreed that
voice, to say, “It seems easier to follow Jesus when you are sittimyery newborn Hebrew boy must be put to death.”
in the pew and no one is hassling you, but what if you were a slave “And we sometimes think that we have problems. It would be
in a mud pit and were treated worse than animals; then you gpeetty hard for anyone to do that, wouldn't it? Most of you know the
hearing the Lord saying, ‘Follow Me’? rest of that story. If you don't, get out the Book of Exodus and start
He then read what he called a true and never-ending story agtading. You will quickly go through this story.
of a book calledThe Living Bible Encyclopedia in Story and Perspective On Our Problems Offered
Pictures. He said the story was more for the younger people over “You know, for the past couple of months, I've been thinking
whose heads he and other speakers often spoke. about the progress of the work in Mt. Ayr and in the Restoration
“Earlier in the evening the new moon had gleamed in the westovement generally, and | can honestly say that generally speak-
beyond the soft glowing waters of the Nile. Now it was gone, anihg, | have been discouraged. It seems to me that we are at a
no light remained but the pale glimmer of the stars. A faint windtandstill. And perhaps some of you have had a few discouragement
moved in the fronds of the palm trees. Frogs croaked mournfullyhese last few months yourself. | read these unfulfilled prophecies
from the marshes. It was midnight and the Hebrew village, a jumbtéat are in the scriptures and wonder how long it will be before those
of poor mud huts clustered together, slept in darkness and silenpeophecies are going to be fulfilled. It seems to me that each
But in one of the huts a lamp burned furtively lighting the anxiougieneration lives and dies expecting these prophecies to be fulfilled
faces of awoman and her little girl, busy with a strange, hurried task their life time, but then die without it happening. And if you want
They were alone within the hut - Jochabed, a sweet faced womtmlook, the Elders’ Conference is having their share of troubles. The
with thick, black hair, and Miriam, the ragged little girl with great Saints seem to lack what is necessary to go forward and redeem
dark eyes. Onthe table before them, edged with light from the lamBion. And as | thought about this, | remembered just who the author
stood a small, boat shaped basket woven of papyrus reeds afdliscouragement is. | remembered what Jesus suffered. And |
covered with pitch. The reeds were sturdy and yet light enough temembered what His ultimate sacrifice was and that it was for me.
keep the little craft afloat upon the river. The pitch was thick antiAs | thought about these things, | remembered the account of
strong and would keep the water from entering. The little ark wagloses. If you remember the scripture, it says that Pharaoh ordered
finished, yet there was still more to be done. Pieces of linen, newtiat all boy babies be killed because they were multiplying too
washed, must be folded again and again and laid inside to makeapidly. And | thought about that, and | thought that doesn’t make
soft, fresh bed - a bed for a baby. Now the moment had come - thense to me. | was a country boy, and you know what. You could
moment dreaded for many days by both the woman and the girkill rooster after rooster after rooster, and the chickens kept on
From a cradle in the shadowy store room near by, Jochabed lifteaying. We could sell every male calf that was born, and our herd
a sleeping baby. He was small and plump and sweet. His eykspt right on growing. And | wondered if Pharaoh just said that was
closed. His black hair rumpled into curls. His rosy hands flung ufhe reason he was killing the male children. And you say, ‘Why
against his little face. would he say that if it was not the case?’ As you know, the Bible
“Oh, Mother”, whispered Miriam stricken, “How can we part doesn’t address that specific point, but | would like to raise it
with him?” The anguish in her voice was like the anguish in heanyway.
mother’s eyes. For a moment Jochabed lifted her little son against “Let’s say that the Pharaoh was told or read a prophecy about
her breast. Her lips trembled, and yet her voice, when she spolkedeliverer that was going to come and free these slaves. You know
was calm and unwavering. “We must trust God”, she answerdtie Egyptians had many, many gods. They worshiped about every-
quickly. thing that crept or crawled or flew. You say, ‘He couldn’t have read
The night was passing and there was a long journey to be madeis because Moses wrote the first five books of the Bible. There-
Jochabed placed the little lad in the new cradle and tenderly covertede, this could not have been written.’
him. Lifting the basket in her arms, she went to the doorway and “Contrary to what is being taught, they did have writing back
peered outside. Miriam quenched the flame of the lamp. Togethirthose days; and if they didn’t have writing, they had strong oral
they crept out into the street of miserable huts, passing one and theaditions that were repeated to each other. Could the Pharaoh tell
the other, hurried and fearful - watching for the dreaded sight of dnis people, ‘I have heard this prophecy and | believe it?" What
Egyptian guard. Faster and faster their bare feet fell upon thveould that say about the relationship of his gods to the Hebrew
dampened dust. Soon they were beyond the village and on the higbd? If that God was able to bring this off he must be more powerful
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than all those Egyptian gods that he worshiped. Or maybe, as wed achieve some real spiritual growth. And | just ask you this
would say in today’s language, ‘He was just hedging his bets.” morning, ‘Which would you like to be, safe and secure or get some
“Anyway, he gave the order that all male children were to be killedeal spiritual growth in your life?’ And if it will help you to answer
and we don’t know the answer to all of that. But | got to thinkinghe question, Jesus said something about that, didn’t He? He said,
about that and | wondered, ‘Where is the prophecy that a Mosesti®se that will seek to save their life will lose it, and if you will give
to be born - that this deliverer was to come forth, and to whom wagp your life, you will find it.
it given?’ For those of you that may not be familiar with the answer ~ “Probably a better question this morning is, ‘What does God
to that question, the first part of it is found in Genesis 15:17 IV, itvant you to do with your life? And your life is every day. You've
may be a different versification in other versions. But Abraham gajot every moment from now until He takes you home. We can all
a prophecy from the Lord that his descendants would be slaves &ay repent. That's easy to put up there, but what He wants has more
four hundred years. (I'm like you. Four hundred years seems liketa do with how we treat each other and how we think about this. |
long time. Four hundred days being a slave would be a long timeMould like to refer you to Matthew 18:21-22, and for those of you
After that time they would come out of slavery. His grandsonthat have a Bible this morning, you might turn to that. This is a
Joseph, received a promise from the Lord that a prophet woufdmous passage, and this is what we all try to do in terms of
deliver his children out of bondage from Egypt. You find that in thgustifying ourselves. It says, ‘Then came Peter to him and said,
fiftieth chapter of Genesis, verse 24. Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and | forgive him?
“How long was it from the time that Abraham got his revelationTill seven times?’ Is that a pretty good offer? If someone does dirt
to Moses? The reason | ask that question was, how long did theseis seven times, and we forgive them seven times? ‘Jesus said unto
people have to suffer relying on a prophecy that was centuries oltiim, | say not unto thee until seven times; but, until seventy times
Well, | went through and did the math. According to what | figuredseven.” That means if we get to 490 times we can stop forgiving
out, Abraham lived about 2200 BC. He was a hundred years old atitem then, or does it mean Jesus is really saying, ‘Peter, why are you
Sarah was ninety when Isaac was born. (So you see, if you wait loagunting?’
enough, you can afford to have a family.) Jacob was born whén And to make this matter more clear, he gives another parable,
Isaac was sixty, and Joseph was born when Jacob was ninednd this is really the crux of what he is telling the Disciples about
Joseph died when he was a hundred and ten, and Exodus 1:8 daygiving each other. ‘Therefore is the Kingdom of Heaven likened
a new king arose who knew not Joseph - after he died. If you add atito a certain king who would take account of his servants.” Now
these together you get 360 years before the four hundred yearg@iember, in the class we talked about one talent was equal to
captivity starts. That means you have about 760 years that thdifeeen years accumulated wages, so you can figure how much
people had known about this prophecy before it could take plac0,000 was. ‘But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord com-
God said they were going to be in captivity four hundred years.rhanded him to be sold, and his wife and children and all that he had,
guarantee you they were there at least four hundred years. Gawld payment to be made.’ By the way, that was the custom back
doesn’t do this approximately. | might ask you this, ‘if you were irnthen. You know there was no bankruptcy court. If you didn’t pay
the mud pits - most of you, probably all of you have seen Cecil Biour debts, you, all your property, your wife, your kids, were sold
DeMille’s Ten Commandments where they are standing theriato slavery and that’'s how your debts got paid. ‘And the servant
stomping straw into the mud. You think there might be a tendendyesought him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and | will pay
to wonder whether that prophecy ever would be fulfilled even if yothee all. Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion,
knew about it? | would say, that's probably so. and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. The servant, therefore,
“Let me ask you this, in Luke 21 we have the Disciples comindell down and worshiped him. But the same servant went out and
to Jesus saying, ‘Tell us concerning thy coming.” And if you readound one of his fellow servants which owed him a hundred pence,
that, He told them many times that the believers in Christ at leaahd he laid hands on him and took him by the throat saying, Pay me
would know when the time was about to happen. And in Matthewthat thou owest. And his fellow servant fell down at his feet, and
24 we have the same thing happening. One of the things he said ie@sought him, saying, Have patience with me, and | will pay thee
that it would be like it was back in Noah’s day. Do you think todayall. And he would not; but went and cast him into prison, till he
is like Noah's day? Maybe you would have to say, ‘What was it likshould pay the debt.
in Noah’s day? Itdidn’train. We have got that right now, atleastfor “So when his fellow servants saw what was done, they were
atime; but I think he was talking about how wicked the people wergery sorry and came and told unto their lord all that was done. Then
Anyway, how many years has it been since that message was givén®lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked
A couple of thousand? Do we still believe it? | do, but | still keepservant! | forgave thee all that debt: because thou desiredst it;
wondering how long is it going to be before His coming; becausghouldst not thou also have had compassion on they fellow servant,
He has promised that He is going to come. Probably some of yewen as | had pity on thee? And the lord was wroth and delivered him
have thought, ‘lwonder if it's along time yet.” And if you have beerto the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. So
like me, well, if it's along time yet, | don’t have to change anythindikewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your
today. I've got enough time to get fully repented. | don’t have tdearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.’
hurry because I've got a long time yet. “There are some things about this story that | hadn’t thought
What God Wants From Us about. One of those is that the amount that was forgiven the first
“We have been talking about couch potatoes, boat potatoes asetvant was about 600,000 times what the second servant’'s debt
pew potatoes in regard to the account in Matthew 14 of Peteras - avery large amount. And when | thought about that, | thought,
stepping out of the boat. | would like to suggest to you that some 8flow many times do you think you may have sinned in your life and
the Saints want to be safe and secure and they don't wantto everigety yet sin before you die? Do you think it might be several
out of that boat. A few want to take chances, to walk on the waté&undred thousand times. Start dividing that up per year for a
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hundred years and it doesn’t come out really that many times per
day. When you look at it that way, wasn’t Jesus trying to make His
disciples understand the principle rather than trying to put an
amount on their seven times seventy - trying to say, ‘Look at how
much | have forgiven you for your sins. You are to do likewise.” We
really ought to be struck with awe at what has been forgiven, or as
Ron talks about, remitted, without anyone else having to point that
out when it comes to our individual lives.” “You know, | think | am ready to lose weight. And | think | am
Brother Rolfe referred again to the song Barbra Jordison haéady for the Kingdom of Christ. | think | am ready for the Lord to
sung just before he started his sermon. “I appreciate very much tregurn. And | think | am ready to stop being a pew potato.
gift that Barbra has in music. She has a quality to her voice that “Saints, let's take our gifts from God and rejoice in them,
makes any song she sings seem twice as good, | think. The questi@tause, as the scripture, Doctrine and Covenants 85:7, says, ‘For
for us this morning is, are we going to live our life according to thevhat does it profit a man if a gift is bestowed upon him, and he
gifts God gave us, or are you willing to remain a pew potato, if yoveceive not the gift? Behold, he rejoices not in that which is given
are one, and just sit there and not do anything? Or are you goinguoto him, neither rejoices in him who is the giver of the gift.’
just sit there and think about doing something until you die? ft  Are you thinking you are ready?”

He was almost there, when --- CRASH! SMASH! BASH!
He slid down and mashed into engine hash

On the rocks below --- which goes to show

If the track is tough and the hill is rough,

Thinking you can, just ain’'t enough.

ultimately comes down to what we really want to do, doesn't it?
The Choice Is Ours . .
“I might tell you this honestly, if | wanted to | could help make A Se rVI Ce Of M u S I C
this Mt. Ayr church the most wide awake and working churchin the .

whole world. If | wanted to, | could come to church regularly and and TeS'“ mony

encourage other people to attend. If | wanted to, | could be prepared

for church school class every Sunday. If | wanted to, | could Sunday, August 24, the eleven o'clock service was one of song
volunteer to teach a Church school class. If wanted to, | could shord testimony. Following the prelude with Jan Jordison at the
much more devotion in my worship services, and thereby get moR#ano, Seventy Ronald Smith, who was in charge of the service,
good for myself. And if | wanted to, | could tell others about ChrisPegan by firstreading Psalm 100 and then inviting the congregation

and His church and help lead them to salvation. At least, my actiof Sing the Psalm, with slight alterations, with him.

could always speak of Him. Of course, this all depends on what |
want to do about it. If | want to, | could quit being a pew potato and
walk on the water. Or we could stop just thinking about it and come
to Jesus as He is calling us to do.

“Thinking about it before you act - you know , look before you
leap; there are lots of proverbs - Ben Franklin has several of those
- is not a bad thing, but it's only a good thing if thinking is followed
by action. What did James say about this? He said, we are to be
‘doers of the word and not hearers only.” (James 1:22). How many
of you have heard that before? How many of you remember what
it says right after it? | mean this is in the same verse. It says,
‘deceiving our own selves.’ Isn’t that interesting? Who are we
deceiving if we are not doers of the word? We are deceiving our own
selves. And if all we are doing is thinking about the kingdom rather
than acting to try to make that happen, we are very much like this
poem. This is a story about a little engine.

The little blue engine looked up at the hill.

His light was weak, his whistle was shrill.

He was tired and small, and the hill was tall,

And his face blushes red as he softly said,

“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye, all ye lands.
Serve the Lord, the Lord with gladness.

Come before His presence with singing.

Know ye that the Lord, he is God.

Itis he, he that hath made us, and not we ourselves.
We are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,

And into his courts with praise;

Be thankful unto him, and bless, and bless his name.
For the Lord, the Lord he is good; his mercy is everlasting;
And his truth, his truth endureth,

Endureth to all generations.

Halleluia, glory, halleluia. Amen.

After the welcome the congregation sang, “The God of Abraham

praise. All praised be his name, who was and is and is to be, and still
the same!” and the prayer of invocation was offered by Elder
Rodney Bastow.

In introducing the offertory, Brother Smith told of a recent

“l think | can, | think | can, | think | can”.

So he started up with a chug and a strain,
And he puffed and pulled with might and main.
And slowly he climbed, a foot at a time, a

And his engine coughed as he whispered soft,
“l think | can, | think | can, | think | can”.

With a squeak and a creak and a toot and a sigh,
With an extra hope and an extra try,

He would not stop. Now he neared the top,

And strong and proud he cried out loud,

“l think | can, | think | can, | think | can”.

happening among those who just returned from Kenya. Such
missionaries are often asked what food was the most difficult to eat
of all they were offered in far away places. In response to the
question this time, Aaron Ballantyne told about Hulda.

The missionaries were ministering to a group in the worst slum
area of Nairobi, in the home of a woman named Hulda. The home
was tiny with mud walls, a dirt floor and a tin roof. Hulda was very
poor, but she had found in the gospel she was hearing such comfort
and joy that she said she believed the Lord loved her more than
anyone else on the whole earth. She wanted to give the missionaries
food.

It was Wednesday night and the missionaries and the Saints in
Kenya were following the request of the Restoration Patriarchs that



Visas for Pam and Eric Odida, Dean and Pressl|

Editor's note: This testimony from Eric Odida wasshe told him to return to the Embassy at 2:30 p.m. that
shared atthe Missionary Family Reunion this summesfternoon to pick up his VISAs. He came back an
and during the Odida family's visit in the Mount Ayr picked up the visas as he was told to do. He was grant¢d
Restoration Branch. This versionis share from memorlis leave of absence from his work and praised the Lor,
by Mildred Smith with some help from Ron Smith. mightily for the miracle.

To obtain a VISA to travel from Kenya, East  The next day, Saturday the American embassy wds
Africa to the United States, three conditions are uslclosed for several weeks to avoid feared terrorist acti
ally required. The persons requesting the VISA musty. Had not the call come asking him to appear at th
show that they have funds to finance the trip, havembassy when he did, the Reunion would have been
social and economic ties that will compel their returnfinished before the Embassy opened again and thefe
and if their going is to attend some special occasioould have been no possibility of the Odidas being i
they must have a written invitation from someone ottendance.
stature assuring the officials that they are really going  When they came, there was no plan for Eric to teac
for that particular event. Pam and Eric had their invigt that gathering. Once there, there developed a need
tation to attend the Missionary Family Reunion. Theyanother class, and Eric filled that need, much to thé
were not, however, leaving their children at home t@jelight and edification of many. And the entire body of
assure their return. And they had no funds in the bankorshipers was blessed with the gift of tongues, o
to indicate that they could finance the trip. On faithnterpretation of tongues, as Eric’s Kenyan English was
Eric applied for VISAs anyway. made crystal clear to the assembly as he shared his

Eric went to the US Embassy in Nairobi with thetestimony.
necessary documents and handed them in. Later that Addendum: Even the acquisition of tickets resulted
day he was talking with a fellow employee askingin a miracle. Eric could not get tickets until he had the
whether he thought he should ask for time off fromyvISAs, but, on the strength of the promise of VISAs on
work before he knew whether he would get the VISAsFriday, he went to the airport to make arrangements fg
His co-worker said, “Praise God and go ahead with thghem on Thursday. The agent at KLM said they woulo
application!” As they were talking, Eric’s cell phone cost $1,400 each, and she could hold them until Frid
rang. The caller identified himself as calling from thewithout payment. Ronald and Douglas Smith had authd-
United Stated Embassy and told Eric to go to thejzation from ARM, African Restoration Ministries, to
Embassy on Thursday morning. pay for the tickets, but they were in West Kenya, far fro

The US Embassy in Nairobi is open from 6 to 9Nairobi. Eric called them. They boarded a bus, travele
AM for VISA applications. Eric nd Pam arrived allittle through the night and were picked up by Eric in th

after 9:00 a.m. The gate was closed and the guar@sorning. It was now Friday morning and they were all
were notinclined to let them in. When Eric mentionedpo fly Saturday.

that he had been called and told to come, however, the At KLM the agent first asked Eric for proof Dean

guards “rolled out the red carpet” for him. and Pressler were really his children. When shown that
Eric and Pam made their way through the maze ahey were on his passport, the fellow seemed fluster
security and presented their documents at the apprand said the tickets would cost $1,900 each. Eric prd-
priate window. A Kenyan clerk looked at the docu-tested that the lady said $1,400 yesterday. The fello
ments and told them to come back on Monday. Erigaid there was something wrong with the tickets and sept
told the clerk that they had planned to leave on Satuthem to talk to a lady, who turned out to be Rapindr
day and asked if there were any other documentsiora, the one who had reserved the tickets the d
needed or if anything they could done to expedite thgefore. The first thing Eric said was that he should be o
decision on the VISAs. He was told all of the docua missionary discount. She asked if he had anything
ments were there. They would just have to wait unti{;alidate that. He pulled out his ordination certificate an
Monday. They had no choice but to leave the Embassshe said, “Fine”! She did some checking and said sh
without the VISAs. believed she could save then $200 on each ticket if they
Just after Pam got out of the door, something tolgvere willing to go through Memphis instead of Detroit.
Eric to go back to the window. He did. At the window, when it was all done, the Odida’s four tickets cost a tot
he called to the clerk telling her again that he had beest $4,096 instead of the $7,600 the first agent had aske
called and told to come on Thursday. The young\nd the tickets they were issued provided far morg
Kenyan lady called another woman to come to hegomfortable seating and were more flexible than the
window. This was a black American woman whotickets on which Douglas and Ronald were traveling
asked where the documents were. When told they wethey even allowed for an extension that permitted bot

in a folder in another room, she told the clerk to gebean and Pressler to attend youth camps before thai
them. After looking at the documents she asked Eric ifeturn home.

he had the money to pay for the documents. He did, and
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we all fast the evening meal on Wednesdays and pray. Huldeess”, preparing the way of the Lord!
understood that they were not eating that night, but told them she Sheryl Phipps responded to Di Smith’s request that she share
wanted them to have the food for breakfast. So when the missiomer testimony of her wedding dress. Sheryl gave an abbreviated
aries started to leave, she started putting all of the food she had intrsion of the story she had told a church school class some time
bags for them. They protested that they had food and she shoblefore. Sheryl and her twin sister Sharon had come into contact with
keep hers for her children. She answered that she had preparedttieechurch in Creston at about age 16. Their own family was not
food for the missionaries and the Lord would provide for theeligious. The girls were expected to attend Sunday School and
children. Knowing that she had given all she had and wonderinghurch each Sunday morning at the Methodist church and their
how the children were fed, that food was the most difficult Aaromparents went sometimes for Easter and Christmas. Sharon was
and his companions had to eat all of that trip! dating one of the RLDS boys and was attending Zion’s League with
Brother Smith asked how many of us would be willing tohim on Wednesday evenings. Sheryl refused to go because her
empty our refrigerators, our bank accounts, our purses, everythiRastor had said those people believed in the Book of Mormon and
we have for the missionary effort to spread the gospel throughoifitwas an evil book.
the world. The offering was received. Sheryl and her Lutheran boyfriend broke up, and for some time
The congregation then sang the joyful hymn, “Since Love iSheryl spent Wednesday nights at home alone. When she got tired
Lord of heaven and earth, How Can | Keep From Singing?”; and tteff being alone, she finally went to Zion’s League. Soon she was
musical offerings interspersed by testimonies, began. Micha@ivolved with the other activities of the Creston congregation.
Jordison opened with that beautiful tribute to our Creator and HiSheryl and Sherman began dating, but her parents did not like
handiwork, “Morning is Broken”. Gaylord Shaw immediately Sherman. His name showing up in the paper for loud pipes and/or
offered his testimony of a time when he was teaching at Kent Stapeeding did not help.
He taught the nursing students anatomy and physiology, and on one By the time they were 18, Sheryl and Sherman had been dating
occasion he was invited to speak at their graduation chapel. THat about 1 1/2 years and decided to be married; but they had not
hymn was traditional with the girls, and he cherished the memotyecome engaged. Sherman was waiting to ask her father’s permis-
of the beauty of that experience and its affect on his life. sion before asking for the commitment. The time came that Sherman
Young Cede Smith asked to sing the camp song, “My God idid ask to marry Sheryl. Her father agreed but said they should not
So Big - so strong and so mighty, there’s nothing that he cannot daXpect her parents to help with or attend their wedding.
Ron and Di sang it with her and invited the congregation to joiThey had $400.00 with which to pay for their wedding. Wedding
them all. Then Ron and Di sang the prayer hymn, “Step by Steplans were made with the church people acting as her family.
Dear Lord, please help and guide me, always be just a step ahea&bé&rm’s mother was a good seamstress and planned to make the
me.” Matthew Anderson played a piano solo. wedding dress. Another offered the wedding cake as a gift. Another
George Knotts offered his testimony of the blessings that havallected and managed the flowers, etc. The pattern for the wedding
come from the accident he and Beth had on their way back frodress had been chosen but the fabric had not been purchased when
Oklahoma. Beth is recovering. The replacement vehicle began Borothy, Sherm’s mother, received word from her younger sister in
give trouble. The problem was fixed without charge when it wa€alifornia saying that she no longer wanted the hope chest their
traced to a faulty battery. father had made for her and was sending it back for Becky, Sherm’s
Ricky Leonard spoke of the way sacred moments appear at aolger sister.
time and in any place, and the earth in that place becomes sacred. Sheryl was present when the chest arrived. In it was a wedding
He was in a McDonalds located in Northeast Kansas - South Eabess that fit Sheryl perfectly. When they asked the sister about the
Nebraska sharing a fudge sundae and the Book of Mormon witlress, she said she knew nothing about it. She had not put a dress
some Indians. Seated near by were three men who appeared tdrtte the chest and had no idea how it got there. Sheryl accepted the
just business men. The men had their papers but were not readidgess as God’s affirmation that what they were doing had God's
Rather they seemed to be listening to what was being said. As thayproval. Later they were told in prophecy that John the Beloved
were all leaving, and the men were getting into a car next thead ridden with Sheryl's father the night he gave his consent for the
Leonard’s, one of the men tipped his head toward heaven and sangrriage and had softened his heart.
out in Hebrew with a sound that Ricky said “reverberated throughaye Shaw affirmed her belief that we have no reason to be
the heavens”. Ricky said he was certain the men were the Threencerned for the future if we are God’s people. She told of one who
Nephites. And, he commented, the Lord changed the sacred lawds concerned whom the Lord showed in a miraculous way that He
back to secular, and there is just a McDonalds there now on thabuld provide.
sacred spot. Kathleen Myers came to the microphone and said she did not
Barbra Jordison took her place at the microphone, seated witlave a testimony but a prayer request. She said Jared Beck had
her guitar in her lap and gave a testimony of the “gift of presenceihjured a foot while running at school and had it casted with concern
She told of the long time she has waited for a companion. At ortbat it might still require surgery. Jared enjoys running and wants to
time having moved to be close to one of interest, and having enjoyedrry on the tradition of the sport in his family. Immediately Ron
the friendship of another, whose lack of interest in God and Hiasked for prayers for Jared, for Tyler Morris who was ill and could
ways caused her to reject the possibility of marriage. She then samgt be in the service, for Steve and Elaina Smith as they searched
a poignant song concerning “An lllusive Dream”, which ends withifor a new vehicle, one they could afford to purchase, to replace their
a expression of faith that makes it possible to trust in God and “Justoken down one, and for Dan and Beth Kinnaman who were not
come along and walk with Him”. in the service. Volunteers responded promptly.
Rob Rolfe accompanied himself on his guitar singing a pow-  Ron sang “Abish’s Song”, a song of longing for the Kingdom
erful song of John the Baptist who was “Just a Cry In the Wilderto come written by Douglas Smith for the Book of Mormon musical
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that is about ready for production. The song is based upon tleencerning the reward of living as a true Christian, Michael
experience of the woman in the court of King Lamoni who had beequestioned, “Do you ever feel like you are spinning your wheels and
converted to the Lord Jesus by something her father had expegbing nowhere; you are working really hard, but nothing seems to
enced years previously but of which she could not speak in theally happen? Well, that happens in my spiritual life, too. Strug-
presence of her Lamanite captors until Ammon came to share tgkng and trying really hard to serve God, but sometimes it seems
gospel. She says, “I have waited so long!” like 1 am just going nowhere - not really progressing - not really
We sang, “Come Thou long expected Jesus. Born to set Tlilyawing as close to Him as | would like.” He explained his concern
people free; from our fears and sins release us. Let us find our résat he speak the word of the Lord to the congregation and his
in Thee.” gratitude for the support of his wife of whom he said, “If | ever get
Elder Gaylord Shaw pronounced the benediction. It was longp heaven, it's going to be because of her”. He then offered a prayer
past closing time, but the congregation seemed not to want to leaasking the Spirit of God to attend his effort to communicate to the
The spirit of fellowship and worship continued to pervaded theongregation the thoughts God had put on his heatrt.
congregation. Our speaker reread a part of his scripture. “The day following,
*Note, for some reason the recorder did not work, and thisesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto
report is written from notes. We are sorry we cannot share with yohim, Follow me. Now Philip was at Bethsaida, the city of Andrew
the total beauty of the experience. and Peter. Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have
found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write,

A PeO Ie WIthOUt G u | |e Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.
p And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come
Elder Michael Jordison began by reading John 1:29-51. Pleagiét of Nazareth? Philip S‘T’"d unto h'.m’ come and see. Jesus Saw
read it all for yourself. It begins with the baptism of Jesus by Joh| athangel coming unto h_|m,” and said of him, Behold an Israelite
the Baptist and carries John’s testimony that this was truly the On'Q,deed‘ in whom is no guile! . .
“the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world!” John To Be Without Guile

testified that he knew who Jesus was because the one who sent him I have read this lots of times, and this has always captivated

to baptize, even God himself, had told him, “Upon whom thou shall® - t'his passage about Natha_mael - ‘an Israelite in whom there is
see the Spiritdescending, and remaining on him, the same is he Wr}pogune - 1don t know Wh.a.t guile means toyou, bu't as nearlly as|
an come up with a definition, guile refers to deceitfulness in our

baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.” And, he said , “When he wag d di h And h ) ina. ‘H .
baptized of me, | saw the Spirit descending from heaven like adoy¥0rds and in our hearts. And here is Jesus saying, ‘Here is an

and it abode upon him. And | saw, and bare record that this is ttl%ra?"te indeeq who is without g'uile’. : .
Son of God.” When Julie and | were married, one of the things we built our

arriage on was honesty. | have done some things that | shouldn’t
Jesus walking. John said, “Behold the Lamb of God!” And thos ave, but | have always told her. | have always confessed those

two disciples followed Jesus. When Jesus saw them following hi 7ings, and because of Fhat trustin .being able to share Fhe truth, ;he
he said unto them, “What seek ye?” They called him Rabbi, Mast hows that | am not going to deceive her. | am not going to be in
’ ’ ome kind of a situation without her knowing. | think Jesus Christ

and asked where he lived. He said, “Come and see. And they ca . . L
so desires that same type of relationship with us - one where He

and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day; for it w . :
can trust us. We are called to confess our sins before Him - to share

about the tenth hour.” . : ; .
Andrew, one of the two who heard John and followed Jesugose deepest and darkest things with Him. That builds a trust, |

found his brother Simon Peter and told him. “We have found th elieve, with Jesus Christ - one where He can trust us with His
Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ.” Andrew brouglﬁower'.one. where He can trust us with His Spirit - one where we can
teak in His name, and it shall be done unto us.

Peter to Jesus. “And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou 3 . > 1t she .
f 10 Jests. And when Jesus beneid im, he sal ou “Everybody is familiar with Revelation 14:6 - ‘And | saw

Simon, the son of Jona, thou shalt be called Cephas, which is, b h Lflv in the midst of h havi h asti
interpretation, a seer, or a stone. And they were fishermen. And thggOt er angel fly in the mi st orheaven, having the e\{erast.mg
gospel...." wantto read a little bit just before that verse with which

straightway left all, and followed Jesus.” b ) familiar. This ref he hundred and
The next day, Jesus went into Galilee, and found Philip, an\rﬂe may notbe quite so familiar. This refers to the hundred and forty

said to him, “Follow me.” Phillip found Nathanael and told him, our thousand. ‘And | looked, and lo, a Lamb stood on the mognt
“We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophet Flon, and with him a hundred and forty and four thousand, having

did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael quéts Father's name written in their foreheads. And | heard a voice
tioned, “é:an there any good,thing come out of Nazareth?” Philife™ heaven as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great

said, “Come and see.” “Jesus saw Nathanael coming unto him, a nder; and | hegrd the voice of harpers harping with their harps;
said of him, Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!’And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before

Nathanael, surprised, asked, “Whence knowest thou me?” Je four beasts and the elders; and no man could learn that song but
answering,said, “Before Philib called thee, when thou wast und&p® hundred and forty and four thousand which were redeemed from

the fig tree, | saw thee.” Nathanael answered, “Rabbi, thou art tﬁlée earth._ T_hese are they which were not defiled with women, for
Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.” Jesus questioned, “Becau ey arevirgins. These are they which follow the Lambwhlt.hersoev.er
| said unto thee, | saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? Th E'goeth. 'gh%se v;ere ;edl_eem:dAfrgm ak:nc'mg mek?, be|rf1g th(? first
shalt see greater things than these. ... Verily, verily, | say unto yo fuits unto God and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no

Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascengljﬁi ; for they are without faylt before the throne O.f God .Did you
and descending upon the Son of Man.” catchthat? These are those in whose mouth there is no guile, for they

After commenting on the original song Steven Smith san&re without fault before the throne of God. | don’t know about you,
11

The next day, John was with two of his disciples when they sa



but that's the kind of personality trait that | would like to have - tquestion the gospel. It doesn’t men that you question your faith. It
be faultless before the throne of God - without guile. means you desire knowledge, greater understanding. Always
“Genesis 6:66 is one of my favorite verses in the Bible; anddtiestion. | do that with scriptures all of the time. ‘What do you mean
says this, ‘And, behold, all things have their likeness; and all thinlgg this, Lord? It doesn’t make sense to me.” And things have opened
are created and made to bear record of me; both things whichwgréo me that aren’t evenin the scriptures when | have done that. Ask
temporal, and things which are spiritual; things which are in tlyiestions.
heavens above, and things which are on the earth, and things which®l think that is one of the reasons Peter, James and John were
are inthe earth, and things which are under the earth, both abovetakdn on to the Mount of Transfiguration with Jesus, Mark says they
beneath, all things bear record of me.’ The Spirit has worked wilked Him many questions. Why just those three? Because they
me with this verse. Everything that God has created - everythiagked Him many questions concerning His sayings. God wants to
from the walls to the microphone, to the rug, the chairs you aeveal things to us. That's what section 90 teaches, too, | believe,
sitting on, my clothing - all those things bear record of God. And allhere it talks about knowledge and the Spirit of Truth being
those things in some way or fashion are going to teach us about Hirtelligence and light so that all things are revealed unto us. He wants
All the laws that He imposes are laws to teach us about Himself. 0®to know these things. He wants to reveal Himself to us. All you
reveal Himself is His greatest desire - to reveal Himself so therehmve got to do is ask.
no hiddenness - so there is no deceit. He's not holding anything back “So | am asking, ‘Why did God create marriage? And why is
from us. And one of the best examples that | could come up withroérriage between one man and one woman? We might think there
how this is, is the creation of man. The scriptures teach us thereagesome pretty easy answers to that, but | don’t look for the obvious.
three in heaven - the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and these thre#\#itg was procreation instituted the way it was? God could have
One God. We have one God that we worship - ‘Hear, O Israel; therpetuated the human race by any other means, but He chose to do
Lord our God is one Lord.” (Deuteronomy 6:4.) itin a way that was going to reveal something about Him - something
“When we were made in the image of God, we were madeabout His nature. | believe He did it so He could reveal about our
three distinct parts. We were made with a spirit. We were made wigtationship with Him. That might be over simplistic, but that's what
a body (flesh). And we were made with a soul. And just as the Hadllgave come to understand. If you look at the creation of man, you
Ghostbears record of the Father and the Son, the Spirit and the Flleatie Adam - one guy out there alone. He's got all these animals and
our soul bears record of our spirit and our flesh. Although we capfants around him, but really, he’s alone. What's God do with
use our creation and try to define God, what we have to do is to téldam? He puts him to sleep, cuts a wound in his side, reaches in and
God and define man because we were made in His likeness, not lgiatbs one of his ribs or side (depends on how you want to translate
in ours. that) and He forms this woman, Eve, out of his rib. He has taken from
“Most of you are familiar with the Mosaic Law. The ordinancewithin Adam and created something for Adam. He has separated the
and the sacrifices were a representation of Jesus Christ. God gaweea into two.
pattern - a picture of Himself to the Israelites. The temple and the “Now He’s got a problem. He started out with one, now He’s
things inside the tabernacle in the wilderness, all those things wgodtwo. He has to do something. He has to bring them back together;
physical representations of spiritual truth of a nature of God theatd that's what marriage was instituted to do - to bring the two back
man could understand. All of our universe is there to reveal God, into one. ‘And they became ‘one flesh’. God is revealing something
not just to reveal that He made them. He wants to reveal who Hali®ut Himself here. He said, ‘Here | am out here, and I'm creating.
through them. That's really what | want to talk to you about todalt;s My nature to create and to love. And I'm creating within
and I'm just going to pick on one aspect. Myself.” We say, God created us out of nothing. No, He didn’t! He
We Are Made With Emotions created us out of Himself. Maybe the matter was out of nothing. |
Michael called to mind good romantic books or movies thaton’t know, but anyway, He created us out of Himself. And so now,
bring emotions of joy and excitement and they really move uponliscause sin has separated us from God, just as Eve was drawn out
even though they are not real. He related the experience of one Wvbom Adam, God has to do something to bring us back into one with
accidentally witnessed a Civil War re- enactment. He actually hblim. And that's the covenant with Christ. It's the same as that
a part in the battle, a perspective that nobody else had, becausadgiage covenant which we have on earth. He wants to bring the
had crossed over into the lines and he was right on the front. He Wweas into one.
seeing them shoot back and forth at each other. He could see them"This is really neat. | love it. This is from Third Nephi 9:20-23.
falling down and when the cannons would go, whole regimerf@member Jesus has come to the multitude. He has been talking
would drop. And then he saw a little drummer boy keeping step witlith His disciples, and He goes back and forth to the multitude a
soldiers. Suddenly he realized he was in the middle of an amblittte bit. Then He goes off and when He comes back, the Disciples
with Union soldiers firing on Confederates, and the little drummare praying. While He’s away, He’s praying, ‘Father, | thank thee
boy was hit. He fell to the ground, flopped around, his hat rolledat thou hast given the Holy Ghost unto these whom | have chosen,;
down the hill. Tears came into the eyes of the accidental obsenasrd it is because of their belief in me, that | have chosen them out of
He had been caught up in the emotion of it. It was almost as thoulgé world. Father, | pray thee that thou wilt give the Holy Ghost unto
it was actually happening before his eyes. “That’s what good boakkthem that shall believe in their words.” Who would that include?
and movies do for us,” our speaker observed. They bring lt of us. Right? ‘Father thou hast given them the Holy Ghost,
emotions, real emotions God has placed within each of us. because they believe in me, and thou seest that they believe in me,
God Wants You to Ask Questions because thou hearts them, and they pray unto me; and they pray unto
“Why would God put those emotions within us? Why would Hene because | am with them. And now, Father, | pray unto thee for
give us those feelings of love and desire?” Brother Jordison recaimem, and also for all they which shall believe on their words, that
mended that we always ask questions.” That doesn’t mean that ffoay may believe in me, that | may be in them as thou, Father, art in
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me, that we may be one.’ He goes off and comes back and basicalgu know, today, anybody can have a kid for the most part. In fact,
prays the same thing, ‘that they may be purified in me, that | maylbeven saw a movie where they put the baby inside a man. | don’t
in them as thou, Father, art in me that we may be one that | maykbew. Maybe they can do that, but that’s not the pattern. That’s not
glorified in them.’ the way God has designed it. He designed marriage, and He
“There’s something about our marriage that brings us back irdesigned children in a way which will teach us more about Him and
- that reflects the relationship of Christ with His church. In Markow He wants to relate to us. Remember that the Kingdom should
10:7 it says, ‘For this cause shall a man leave his father, and motherthe pattern for our families.
and cleave to his wife; and they twain shall be one flesh; so then they “So we have one God and we have one church, and they work
are no more be twain but one flesh; ... .” And that type of intima¢ggether as one, becoming one. And the fruit of that relationship is
that comes out of our relationship as a man and a wife is the sajogand happiness, peace and love. | don’t know whether | want to
in a way, type of intimacy that Jesus Christ wants to have with Hiall that a fruit, but those things culminate and they reproduce until
church. He wants to have it with us individually, one on one; and ieu have the kingdom - until you have Zion. And in marriage you
wants to have it with His church, one on one. You know, there is dmave one man. You have one woman. This is a reflection of the
Lord, one faith, one baptism. There is one church, and that’s the tgiddne nature of God. You have one man and one woman, and they
of intimacy He wants us to have in our marriages. | want you b@come one, and joined together this union should produce happi-
understand, I'm not an authority on marriage. | sure have made aless, joy, love and hope. That's the way God has designed it. Then
of mistakes. That's kind of my disclaimer | am throwing in there, buthen we have created this healthy environment, that's when we
I really feel like the Lord has opened my eyes and spoken to me aldwaute created an environment where we can raise our children, the
this. fruit of this happiness and this joy - this intimacy - we can raise our
The Kingdom - The Pattern For Marriage children in ways to serve God where they will not depart from Him.
“From Ephesians 5:22-33, our brother Paul has said, ‘WiveRhat's what He’s wanting. The spiritual intimacy has to come first,
submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. Btways has to come before there can be any physical intimacy.
the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is head of That's true of the Kingdom as well as it is in our lives.
church; and he is the Savior of the body. Therefore as the church is “Genesis 7:23: ‘And the Lord called his people Zion, because
subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbandstliey were of one heart and of one mind, and dwelt in righteousness;
everything. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also lovead there were no poor among them.’ The people were called Zion,
the church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify arashd then you go a couple of verses down and it says and then they
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that he mightilt this ‘city of Holiness, even Zion.’ That intimacy has to be there
present it to himself, a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkleefore we are ever going to see the fruit - that intimacy with our Lord
or any such thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish. &nd with our Savior, Jesus Christ.
ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth “Now | am going to go back to Ephesians 5:25. Men, | want you
his wife, loveth himself.” Remember, the two are now one. ‘For rto listen up here. It says, ‘Husbands, love your wives even as Christ
man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherishetlaliso loved the church, and gave himself for it; ... .” How did Christ
even as the Lord the church; For we are members of His body, ofdiiee Himself for it? He gave everything, didn't He? He didn’t get
flesh and of his bones. For this cause shall a man leave his fatherasttling in return - not a thing - nothing - or did He? Ultimately, He
mother and shall be joined with his wife, and they two shall be odiel. He gave Himself 100% and really He left the pattern for our
flesh. This is a great mystery; but | speak concerning Christ and tharriages. It's for men to give 100%. I've talked with others and
church.” Catch that? It is a great mystery, and here He is talkisgyveral of you about marriage being a fifty-fifty deal. It is not fifty-
about men and women but He's saying, ‘Really, I'm speaking abdiity. It's all or nothing! That's really true. That's because it's based
Christ and the church. | think there is a really important lesson todsethe pattern of Christ. He gave Himself all, and the men are to give
learned here. The pattern for the Kingdom is to be the pattern for themselves all - 100%. Now ladies, it says here, ‘Wives, submit
marriages. yourselves unto your own husbands as unto the Lord.” A lot of
“When couples - boy and girl - first meet, there’s an excitementpmen don'’t like that verse, and | can understand why. It's because
kind of the excitement that you feel when you first come to know tllee husbands haven't been giving a hundred percent. But you think
Lord. You want to be together. You want to hold hands. You waalbout how Jesus cares for His bride - how He takes care of her - how
to share. Some of you may want to talk more than the other, but ym’s got all this patience for her. She keeps messing up, but still His
want to communicate. You want some type of communication ahdnd is stretched out. And really, wives, that's what you are looking
communication comes in more ways than just verbally. That's tfer in a husband, isn’t it? Somebody who will be willing to give
same type of intimacy that Christ wants with us. He wants to be withmself all and to be patient, willing to bear all things and to take care
us all of the time. He wants to share with us. He wants to hear abafutou, and to fulfill your needs just as you fulfill his. | believe Jesus
everything; and He doesn’t want there to be any deceit or any hidimegds us like we need Him. If He didn’t need our love, why would
of anything between us. He wants us to be completely honest godo that great length to get it? Our relationships together mirror the
open. Then He can trust us. Just like you need a healthy environnmelationship of Christ with His bride. We need something from each
in your marriage for the fruit of that marriage, children, you needogher. It doesn’t make us anything less nor does it make us anything
healthy environment in the kingdom for the fruit of the kingdommore than God, but we become one in a way that | can’t even
which is Zion. We cannot have Zion unless we are healthy - unlesglerstand it, And | don’t think we will understand it completely.
we have a vibrant and intimate relationship with the bridegroonMaybe in the next phase of our lives we will.

until we know Him. You know how it talks about we will know Him Understanding The Need
as we are known. That's what it's all about - this intimacy - this “So, if we want to have healthy relationships, we need to have
relationship with Jesus. a good understanding of the Kingdom; and we can take the pattern
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of the kingdom and apply it to our lives. Really, if we want to havegot to be aware of. Our lips - our spiritual side is praising God, and
healthy families - if we want to raise our children up the way thatve are working towards the goal, but our hearts are down here with
God wants us to, we need to understand that our family unit is guile because we are not really interested in changing every aspect
Christian unit. In 1990 Brother Walter Weldon was awoken andf our lives. | don't know how we can ever hope to fully be
given twelve messages. One of those messages said, ‘Tell Mystruments in the kingdom of God while we are still lacking in
people to sanctify your lives.” And | believe part of that sanctifica-some areas.
tion refers to ordering our homes and making them pure - making “I'm just going to touch on this real quick because | think this
them environments where we can serve the Lord - where we are ristreal important. Marriage today is not holy anymore. Infact, we're
distracted by our own humanness, naturalness - where we are npting to change the definition of marriage - you know, between
made natural anymore. two women or two men or just if you make an agreement or
“Brother Ray Huggett was at a retreat in 1971. (You can findvhatever you want to live together. that’s all right. We're trying to
this on centerplace.org.) He had an experience with what he calleddefine marriage. What that does is that it perverts the pattern that
the four clouds over Zion or somebody has called it that. He saw th@od established. And | think that one of the most important things
city and he sees enormous clouds overshadowing it so that the cityat we can do as Christians is to preserve that sanctity of marriage
couldn’t shine forth in its beauty, it's brilliance. And one of thosebecause it's a mirror image of the relationship of Christ with His
cloudsis - I'm just going to read you his words - ‘And somehow webride. And if we are out there promoting something other than that
have failed to teach our children about the sanctity of marriage arichage, we are not really promoting the kingdom. We have gotto get
its true purpose. And our children grow up thinking, ‘Well, if this back to the basics. One man and one woman for life - special
doesn’t work, we’'ll try another one.” And somehow they don'’t circumstances involved there, but that was the pattern. Instead we
seem to understand or to appreciate that marriage in the truest sease sending a double message to the world. I'm not saying that we
is a sacramental relationship. It's where God enters into a covenaate necessarily doing that, but we need to be mindful of our
between two people, and when they can give themselves fully andlationships together so that we can actually be a church thatis full
wholly, and express themselves without remorse of conscience andthe glory of God because our homes and our lives outside of the
guilt and feelings of fear and can have a union that's joyful, that iflome reflect the love of God and his devotion unto His bride.
complementary one to another, that fulfills and gives joy and “With that, God bless you.”
happiness and hope to those things which give strength to each
individual who takes partin a true marriage. Sometimes we haven't N eWS & N Otes
taught our children how to preserve themselves for this experience; -
so they don’thave to look back with remorse and sorrow and broken Off|CerS C hosen F()r 2003-2004

hearts upon thelrexpenmentatmn qf an earherdgy. Such things as The annual business meeting for the election of officers
not teaching our children these principles have indeed detracted

f th Iminati f the Zionic expression convened Wednesday night, September 3 at the church in Mt. Ayr.
rorr}‘Y N Cll(’l mlnatlr?rlyo the Om Ctehirr: efscz t.h Lord has b nRobert Rolfe was elected Presiding Elder and his choice of coun-
ou xnow, that s the same g that the Lord has BEeNq s sustained. Alan Smith and Gordon Winkler serve as Mt. Ayr

showing me. Two different experiences, but they say the sam ounselors and Ronald Smith and Gerald Bolingbroke serve in

thing. | believe the keys of the kingdom bear upon the sancUty % amoni. Other coordinators chosen include Jan Jordison - Caring,

marriage and of our homes. And it's not just tp have fidelity in arbra Jordison - Christian Education, Michael Jordison - Evange-
marriage. There are all different aspects of marriage that need to €. Linda Winkler - Fellowship, Gerald Bolingbroke - Steward-

cultivated - need to be worked on because marriage is an expressign

. . o | ip, Pat Bolingbroke - Worship, Bess Leonard - Worship Center,
of the union of Christ and His bride. We can't hold to the keys Of;d and Diane Anderson - Senior/Junior High - Youth Ministers,
the kingdom while the reflection of the kingdom in our marriage

o : , ichael and Julia Jordison - Junior youth ministers, Kathy Akers
IS in dlsrepa|r.. Itdoesn’t mean thatwe are cqmpletely wore out, bu Secretary, Harold and Kathy Akers - Recorder, Mildred Smith -
there are thmgs that we neeq to work on in our marriages. An istorian, Alan Smith - Newsletter Publisher, Cathy Nelson -

that's the guile that | was referrmg to before us. We say, “Lo'rd, WSvomens' Leader. Jan Jordison, Tim Mitchell and Cathy Nelson
go to qhurch, and we're doing all we can to' serve You' while W&vere elected to two year terms on the building Committee. Linda
are spinning our wheels and not really getting any closer - we ar,

e : . X

. , .~ and Gordon Winkler and Dan Kinnaman still have a year to serve.
npt getting _anyfurther alopg'the road. That's because there is alitg onsideration of the budget will be held during October after those
bit of deceitfulness left within our hearts because here we have

. . . ¢hosen for special responsibilities have time to determine the
part of our lives that is supposed to a reflection of our goal, and oUlads
reflection is all murky and dirty and not really bearing upon the '

goal. And God says, ‘| want you to be without spot - without Fall Retreat Imminent

blemish.” He says, ‘No unclean thing can dwell in my presence.’ September 26, 27, 28 are the dates for the South lowa-North
And do you really think that He’s going to let things down here beyissouri fall retreat at Farwesta. The Mt. Ayr congregation carries
murky and slide that murkiness right up here into the goal? I don’j great deal of responsibility in its activities. Alan Smith is the
think so. I don't believe so. He’s saying, ‘l want you to cleanse thigastor for the weekend. Ron and Di Smith are in charge of the mixer
part. Get rid of the guile. Get rid of the deceitfulness of your heartynq camp fires. Robert Rolfe is responsible for the Sunday morning
This is what He’s saying here: “And he answered them and saithrayer service. We will be assigned duties in preparing and serving
unto them, Well hath Isaiah prophesied of you, hypocrites. As itigne of the meals. Several of our number will be involved in
written, this people honoreth me with their lips, but their heartis faf:onducting the children’s classes.
from me., in vain do they worship me, teaching the doctrine and  The theme of the retreat concerns our heritage as Saints of the
commandments of men.’ There’s awhole other side here that we'estoration. Dave Drummond is in charge of the healing service.
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Mount Ayr, IA 50854

News & Notes

Alberta Cunningham is in charge of the food preparation a’\ﬁrgins, a study that is proposed by the Womens' Council of the

service. Rudy Leutzinger is the guest minister for adult classes, G8¥%storation Elders’ Conference. Ask Mildred Smith for a copy of
and Faye Shaw for the youth classes, Henry Eppinger, Alicia Singils text or download it from the internet.

Judy Faunce, and a host of others for the children.
Bryan Mundy again directs a session featuring testimonies of

the many who have ministered in Kenya, Nigeria, Nepal, and Graceland StUdentS Return'”g

elsewhere this year. That sessionis scheduled for Saturday evenggturday, September 6, those free to assist are requested to meet at

As s this congregation’s policy, the costs of those who attend froe home of Ron and Di Smith at 10:00 a.m. to prepare care baskets

this congregation will be paid by the congregation, so everyone cii returning Graceland students known to the congregation.

afford to go! If you want to make a donation to help defray the Patriarch’s Birthday To Be Celebrated

expenses, you may make the offering in Mt. Ayr or at the retreaatriarch Roy Kopp will celebrate his ninety fifth birthday Septem-
Bud and Mary Drummond are in charge of registrations. ler 5 from 3:00 until 5:00 p.m. at the Crown Colony Dining Room

would be helpful in planning meals, space, etc. if they knew aboit Lamoni. His daughter Terrie and husband Leland Taraba are
how many to expect. If you have not already registered, pleasésting the event.

register now by calling 816-678-9015. If you don’t geta chance to
register, come anyway. You will be glad you did.

Congregation to Participate in
Youth in State Fair Competition Mount Ayr Singspiration

Jazmyn and Aquila Galusha advanced to the semifinals in tRéans are being finalized for participation in the Mount Ayr festival
Bill Riley Talent Show at the State Fair in Des Moines this monthaf music in Judge Lewis Park, at 3 p.m. Sunday, September 7. Our
Jazmyn played her violin, Aquila his guitar. congregation will provide at least three numbers for the program in
Colleen Wilcoxsin rode in the lowa State Fair equestrienne compaddition to our contribution to the group singing. Come and joinin.
tition. She received a blue ribbon in barrel racing, and red ribboriis singspiration is always an inspiration!
in pole bending, travel class and halter showmanship. She has also

been successful in other meets around the state. Ecumenica| Service in Lamoni
Women’S ClaSS TO Begln The congregation has been invited to participate in an ecu-

Women of the congregation, especially those who are notenical service on September 28, just as we return from the
employed outside their homes, and their friends were invited tearwesta Retreat. The service will be held in the Lamoni Central
meet at the home of Cathy Nelson for breakfast Tuesday, Septefark following the block parties held all over the city.
ber 2. Seven women responded. It was determined to meet each
Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m. in the homes of members and friends|
for sty el dovetions. Book of Mormon Day Planned

The places of the September 9 and subsequent meetings will be Mark the last weekend of October for a Day with the Book of
announced. The women have chosen to study the parable ff Mhrmon.



