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What Is A Remembering -

. Hidden Things Revealed
ReStoratlonISt’P Anan Smith had just sung “There’s an old, old path made

We commonly refer to ourselves as the “resjo- strangely sweet, by the touch divine of His blessed feet”. High Priest
ration”. Just what is a restorationist and what|is Robert Rolfe reminded us of the congregational musical of a few
being or has been restored? | thought about tHeseyears agoin which we sang, “Sing it. You'llnever forgetit!” He then
questions as | was reading a book called “Jewfis declared, “We are here today remembering - at least we are

» . . supposed to be. The body of Christ - that's what you are - has come
CU|ture.& Customs” by Ste_ve Herzig. Accorqh 9 together to remember the covenant we have made in baptism. One
to Herzig, after the destruction of the Temple in

of the things | think of when | come here, because of where | come
A.D., the Jews were scattered to the four corners of trom, is what a really good group of people you are. As I look around

the earth. Two distinct groups emerged from tiis ateach of you, | just see the best of this part of the country, because

dispersion; the Ashkenazic and the Sephardic Jgws.when I'm in court, | see the other group - people who are doing

The Sephardic became concerned with what they things to themselves and to each other that are pretty awful. This

should know, while the Askenazic were concernjed Scripture came to mind and | would like to read it. | wanted to say

with what they must do. ahead of time that I' think you are really good people so you don't
Ashkenazic Jews were devoted to Talmuglic "k that | am lashing you in some way.

. . “Thisis Apostle Paul speaking, 1 Corinthians 11:26-29: ‘For as
studies. They 'S_O|ated_ the_mselves from th_e world. often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s
The pogroms, discrimination and persecution,

N- death till he come. Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and
couraged this isolation. A sectdeveloped called the drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and
Hasidim or the pious ones. The Jews, as picturef inblood of the Lord.” Our speaker interrupted his reading to com-
the musical, “Fiddler on the Roof” were Ashkenazic ment, “The way | read that is that it is the same as if you had killed
Jews. Him.” “But let a man (You ought to read that ‘person’.) examine

e Sesim Sous devlpe e oun o Sl 0 e Dy
tem of rituals for the daily lives of their people. efhunworhily, ea‘eth a enconcem-

While th h I f h nation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.” Apostle Paul is

le t er_e are other, Sm"’_‘ e“r grOUpf of Jews, [he saying that is what Jesus told His disciples when He had that meal

Ashkenazic and Sephard|c_: groups” are usu ly e call ‘in the upper room’.

used as examples of what it meant to be Jewislp. “For those of you who were here, and | expect many of you
As groups of Jews began to be separated geo-were, remember a few weeks ago Gerry talked about the Bible code

graphically, their theological interpretations of the and about the things that were hidden in the Bible. One of those was

Torah began to differ. There are some Jews, (but notthat World War 3yvou|d §tart inthree years. I don’t know if you care

a high percentage) that consider themselves tq peabout those details, but f that's the case, if you were thinking about
; . . .11 repenting, this may be the time.

Jewish, butdo not believe ina God. Most Jews sl “When | was Pastor at Andover, the women talked about, if

believe inthe God of Abraham, ls_aac and Jacob, butthey absolutely knew Jesus was coming back, how long a time
Continued on page 12| \yoyld they have to know before they would change anything. As
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they talked about that, they admitted that as long as they knew thigysake him, he will cast thee off forever.’
had three years, they wouldn’t change what they were doing today. “Do you feel comfortable thinking that God is searching
And there is our dilemma. through your thoughts, and the imaginations of your heart? Now,
Hidden Things there are two ways that you can respond to that idea. You can put
“l am going to be talking about hidden things today, and | anyour hands over your eyes and ears and hope that He can’t see what
going to be talking about that in the context that we are about readyqu are thinking. It's not going to work! The better way is to say,
as the body of Christ, to eat and drink as the Apostle Paul talkges, Lord. | have had this thought, and it's not a good thought.
about. | don’t know that we completely understand what the Lorélease help me to get rid of it! You know | have desired this thing
had in mind when He kept telling us to do this often. | think ther@and | know that's not a good thing. Help me to overcome that desire
is more to it than just a vague memory, ‘Oh, yeah. | remember Yoand get rid of it’ If you approach it that way, | think that the Lord
You died on the cross!’ | think there is more to it than that. | thinkvill bless you in overcoming whatever it is.
there is real spiritual power and strength that we gain from this “l had a person say to me not too long ago, ‘I'm not a bad
sacrament and from doing it often. person.” Can you say that about yourself? Anybody here feel like
“Is there anyone here this morning who is completely honedhey are a bad person, come and see me after. If you don’t do bad
with themselves and with the Lord who hasn’t some secret thindgkings, you can say, ‘I'm not a bad person!” What if, though, in
that they haven’t confessed to God? | don’t expect you to stand uprms of thinking about coming to this table, that the worse thing
If you want to, you are welcome to, but it would be great if we weréhat you do every day is not seeking your Lord, Jesus Christ. If that's
at the level of spiritual maturity where we could confess our sins tilne worst thing that you do, listen to 2 Chronicles 12:14, a very short
one another and then get the support that would result in if we weseripture: referring to Rehoboam, ‘And he did evil, because he
able to do it. Many of us carry these kind of things within us, an@repared not his heart to seek the Lord.’ If we don’t prepare our
I’'m not talking about that we are Jack the Ripper in our spare tinteeart to seek the Lord, isn't that in itself an evil that we need to
or that we are out robbing banks when no one we know is aroungpent of? If we do not prepare our hearts to seek the Lord, the
I’'m talking about those things in terms of attitudes we have and batripture says, that will lead us to do evil.
feelings we carry about our families, our bosses, our neighbors - The Wages of Sin is Death
those things that have never been resolved that continue to plague “How many of you remember the person named Achan whose
us if we are honest. story is found in the book of Joshua. Achan thought that he could
Lie To God? He Searches Your Heart hide something from the Lord. The Israelites went into this place to
“l would like to read for a moment, a very famous scripturego after the people with whom they were warring, and the Lord told
from Acts 5:1-11- ‘But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphirdoem , ‘Don’t save anything. Don't take anything - no money, no
his wife, sold a possession, And kept back part of the price, his wifpoils, no livestock, no nothing! But he did. you can find it in
also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at théoshua 7:20-22. He hid this stuff that he took under the earth in his
apostles' feet. But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thitent, and as a result, all of Israel suffered dearly. And Joshua,
heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price because he was a prophet of the Lord, realized that this had
the land? While it remained, was it not thine own? and after it wadsappened and called him before him and said, ‘How can you think
sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived thikat you are going to do this? You are lying to God!” What was the
thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. Arrésult? Achan, his wife, his children, his live stock, everything was
Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost; atielstroyed. What a price to pay! You say, ‘Well, surely the Lord
great fear came on all them that heard these things. And the yourgn't do that to us.” What did the Apostle Paul say? ‘The wages of
men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried himsin is death’ - the same in every age. It's not just today. If you break
‘And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, ntite laws of God, you will pay, just like if you break the law of
knowing what was done, came in. And Peter answered unto hgravity, you pay. You can't break His law and not pay. | have a
Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yesgripture here from Ecclesiastes 12:14 which says, ‘For God shall
for so much. Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreledng every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it
together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of therine good, or whether it be evil.’ In Achan’s case, the sin was revealed
which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry theght away. In our case, it might take a little longer.
out. Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the “Let me ask you this, ‘Have you who consider yourselves to be
ghost; and the young men came in, and found her dead, and carrythg body of Christ made a covenant with God? Have you come
her forth, buried her by her husband. And great fear came upon béfore Him with prayer and thanksgiving and with a repentant
the church, and upon as many as heard these things.’ heart? If you did not, you have just heard what Apostle Paul has said
“I'm not trying to tell you that you are going to lie to God, but about that. Will God merely say, ‘Oh well, you tried a little to follow
there is a lesson involved here. One lesson, | guess is, ‘Don't lie your vow. That's all right. You’re only human.’ Being only human
God, if you think that's possible’. Do you think you can lie to God,is not a handicap. It's a blessing. It's not something that keeps you
whatever is on your heart? Of course not! You can’t do it anywayack. It's something that should propel you forward.
but if you do, remember who you are lying to. This is the Creator “l found a scripture in the book of Numbers about doing this -
of the Universe! this is the most powerful being that exists. YolNumbers 30:1-2. ‘This is the thing which the Lord hath com-
need to be nice to beings with that kind of power. The scripture saysanded. If a man vow a vow unto the Lord or swear an oath to bind
(1 Chronicles 28:9) ‘Know thou the God of thy Father, and servhis soul with a bond; he shall not break his word, he shall do
him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind; for the Lord according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth.” It always has
searcheth all hearts, and understandeth the imaginations of theen - always will be!
thoughts; if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou
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God Reveals Hidden Things on to say: ‘But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,

“You know there are many things hidden by God. Some ofieither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God
those are good. Some are evil. One of the ways our prayers canhagh prepared for them thatlove him.” You have probably heard that
answered is for God to reveal hidden things. Has God ever revealeefore, and a song has a line that goes on and says, ‘Therefore, fear.’
anything hidden to you? Let me give you a way you can find oudnd the thing we are fearing,” Brother Rolfe spoke with deep
hidden things. Just pick up your scriptures, any one of them, amunotion, “is that there will be anyone who falls short of that. It goes
start reading. When you find something you don’t understand, stast to say: ‘But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit; for the
praying every day and fasting that the Lord will reveal what thaBpirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what
means unto you. You will not only have that prayer answered. It withan knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in
increase your faith in God. him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, except he has the

“In any case, | would like to remind you of Daniel. This is in Spirit of God.’

Daniel 2:20-22. Remember what the edict was? Nebuchadnezzar “Have any questions about things? Something bothering you?
had too many bureaucrats, and he said. ‘I've got a plan. | will get rilnything a mystery? Things that are hidden? You are going to have
of them. All right, all you guys, | had this dream. You tell me whathat opportunity, probably not too long. For some of you it will be
the dream was and what it means. If you don’t, I'm going to kill yowa lot quicker than you ever imagined. Jesus is going to be coming,
all.’ That happenedto include Daniel and his three friends. Now, thend then you can ask Him about those things - particularly if you are
people who had been there the longest - the higher echelon of thee of His.

bureaucrats said, ‘“You can’t expect us to do that! If you will tellus ~ “In fact, | found this scripture, Doctrine and Covenants 98:5g,
the dream, we will tell you what it meant.’ The king said, ‘No! Telland | didn’t remember that this was a promise that was given to us.
me what the dream was and what it meant or you are all historylh that day when the Lord shall come, He shall reveal all things;
Daniel and his friends said, ‘Well, give us time to ask. And theyhings which have passed, and hidden things which no man knew;
prayed and they fasted, and as you know the account, the answréngs of the earth by which it was made, and the purpose and the
was given to Daniel. You know Daniel is one of the few peoplend thereof; things most precious; things that are above, and things
referred to in the scriptures as a friend of God. Daniel, when he gthtat are beneath; things that are in the earth, and upon the earth, and
this knowledge said, ‘Blessed be the name of the Lord forever ama heaven.” That should pretty well cover it! At least, | think that
ever.” We don't talk a lot about how important the name of God isyould pretty well answer my questions.

but it sure is talked about a lot in the scriptures. Blessing the name “So let us examine ourselves and allow the Spirit of God to
of the Lord is important. ‘For wisdom and might are his; And hecome within us. If you haven't done so, you are still going to have
changeth the times and the seasons; he removeth kings and settatioment to reflect, to pray to God and to repent of any sins you may
up kings; he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to thenot have thought about. | hope that we can carry on our hearts that
that know understanding; He revealeth the deep and the secpeomise that, ‘Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
things; He knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwellethto the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them
with him.’ that love him.”

“I have a friend who is a research scientist who said he was In that extra moment of preparation afforded us, we sang,
struggling in his work. He said he offered a prayer that the LortHere, O My Lord, | See Thee Face to Face,” then were served the
would help him, and as he said, ‘l went for broke!’ In other wordsemblems of Christ’'s sacrifice for us. We were dismissed with a
what he was doing was one of those things that could have beeprayer that the Lord would be with us as we try to make good on our
disaster. But he came up with an immense discovery. | don’t thinkovenant and to be known as friends of God.
he realized how important it was, but one of the company lawyers
came down and spent an hour or so with him. Then the president :
the company came and spent another hour or so with him. And wheOrT h e WI Sd O m Of S O I O m O n
he said, ‘Is this really that important?’ They said, ‘The patent rights
alone on this discovery are worth millions of dollars, not counting - See k G Od
what this will do for our process.’ So here he is, a lowly lab worker
working on a project. Now he is the division chairman, chief over ~ The entire sixteenth Psalm was read by Brother Gordon Win-
all this and has all these people working under him. Kind of soundder as the premise of his sermon on February 8. “Preserve me, O
like Daniel, doesn’t it? Whether you are righteous or not, you wil30d; forin thee do | put my trust. Thou hast said unto me, that thou
recognize people who have that influence of the Spirit with then@'t the Lord my God, and, My goodness is extended unto thee; And
“It's not all bad that sometimes God has hidden some things. It Saggall the saints that dwell in the earth, and the excellent, in whom
in the scriptures that the death of Christ was one of those hidd&nall my delight. And the wicked, there is no delight in them; their
things. Paul said if that fact wasn't hidden, the princes of the worl@orrows shall be multiplied upon all those who hasten for to seek
would not have crucified Jesus. It's found in 1 Corinthians 2:7-113nother god; their drink offerings of blood will I not accept, nor take
But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidde#? their names into my lips. Therefore thou, Lord, art the portion of
wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our g|0rymineinheritance, and of my cup; thou maintainest my lot. The lines

Which none of the princes of this world knew; for had they knowrre fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea | have a goodly heritage.
it, they would not have crucified the Lord of g|ory_’ | will bless the Lord, who hath giVen me Counsel; my reins also

“Did you ever Wonder hOW the adversary fe” into that trap‘jnstruct me in the n|ght seasons. | have set the Lord aIWayS before
You know that he did the worst he could and it turned out to be tHE€; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. Therefore
salvation of all men! | think Apostle Paul is right. If he had known MY heartis glad, and my glory rejoiceth; my flesh also shall restin
that crucifixion would not have happened. But this scripture godope. For thou wilt notleave my soulin hell; neither wilt thou suffer
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thine Holy Oneto see corruption. Thou wilt show me the path of life;  “First, people naturally chose for themselves what they per-
in thy presenceis fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasuresive to be the greatest good. Because of our human nature, we have
forevermore.” a tendency to choose what they think will bring the greatest

Kathleen Myers sang of the many ministries that togethenappiness and satisfaction. Now, it doesn’t have to be immediate.
define “That's what Jesus means to me.” Gordon responded to tiieey may have in mind some future benefit. That's why, for
song, saying, “That’s what we are going to talk about this morningnstance, people who are training to be doctors endure long years
Kathy selected a song that was very appropriate for today’s topiof study at great expense. Their focus is on long term satisfaction
He then quoted an article which he felt was very well stated and smd pleasure of practicing medicine. But whether the hoped for
which he said he had related well. Itis by Alan Perkins. “The pursulienefit is near or far, people naturally choose what they think will
of God is a lifelong quest. It's not merely a phase of our spirituahake them happy. And ‘happy’ can mean all kinds of things. It can
growth, nor is it an optional activity. Rather, itis fundamental to oumean personal fulfillment, the opportunity to make a difference. It
lives as Christians, from beginning to end. You could even say thean mean physical pleasure, having control over one’s own life,
continuing to seek after God, continuing to draw closer to Him, igaining power and control over others’ lives, respect, recognition
what Christianity is all about. Because true religion isn't just and prestige, financial security and freedom from material wants,
matter of right knowledge or right conduct. It's not just a matter ofove, friendship, appreciation. There’s quite a list of things that can
beliefs or morals, Christianity is a relationship; an ever deepenirtyying personal fulfilment. Whatever we find most desirable per-
experience of God, a lifetime of striving after him in faith, andsonally and believe to be within our grasp, that is what we will
obedience, and love.” * choose.

“If you can accept Mr. Perkin’s position as something we all Satan Tempts By Making It Look Desirable
need to be doing; then we can’'t become complacent. We can't rest “So, when Satan wants to tempt someone to evil, what does he
on what we already know and what we have experienced. We neaa?? He presents it to their minds as something highly desirable. He
to keep seeking and pursuing God with diligence and perseverartcies to convince them that this particular sin, whether it is greed, or
all of our lives. It is the one thing worth giving our lives to, and itenvy, or lust, or gluttony, or pride, is what will make him truly
comes with a guarantee of success. happy. He plays up the benefits and conceals the cost, especially the

“Moses promised the Children of Israel in Deuteronomy 4:29ternal cost. He tries to make that sin look as appealing as pleasing
‘But if from thence thou shalt seek thy God, thou shalt find Him, ifand attractive and as good as he possibly can, just like he did with
thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul.’ Eve. You rememberin Genesis 3:11, the Bible says that after Satan

“In my life. | always feel a little uncomfortable preaching towas done talking to Eve as a serpent, she saw that the apple was

somebody and telling them something that they need to do. It'good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for
always easier for me if | get a little introspection and look at thinggaining wisdom.” Remember that? She forgot about the fact that it
in my life, so you can take often times my presentations as confesas poison. She forgot about the fact that eating it meant death to
sions, | suppose. They are things that are important to me, and | hdpself and to her children because Satan had made it sound so

will relate well to you. good, and it worked. Why? Because people tend to choose what
We Are Infinitely “Lucky” they believe will satisfy their needs and their desires.
“God is not hiding. He is not unwilling to be found. But He is “I'think that's true of all of us. It's not a good long term strategy

not likely to reveal himself to the careless or to the indifferent, or tto just grit your teeth and try to do what God commands when you
the merely curious. God can be known, and God will be known, baton’t believe it's going to make you happy. When you don't believe
only by those that seek Him. | hope this morning that you are heits in your own best interest, it's a difficult thing to do, and if you
because you desire to seek God. | want to show to you that seeking you will fail. | think we have seen that through the course of
and knowing God will give you the greatest happiness and satisfgoeople that we know and friends who have been in the church and
tion in your life, both now and in the world to come. | want tohave left. They came to church. They went to Sunday school, and
stimulate us to seek God whole heartedly, and not merely out ofsge thought things were going the way they should go if they were
sense of duty or obligation but out of joy, hope and desire. | walbelieving in God; but in the end what you usually find out is that
us to be thoroughly convinced that a life striving after God is théhere was something else that was more desirable that gave them
most fulfilling and rewarding life possible. more happiness than their belief in seeking God.

“l once saw a poster that at the top said, ‘REWARD’. Atthe  “If we are not convinced that seeking God is the source of
bottom it said, ‘LOST DOG - ONE EYE - THREE LEGS - AND A greatest good, then sooner of later Satan will come along with
CROOKED TAIL. ANSWERS TO THE NAME OF LUCKY’. something that seems more desirable, and we will depart from the
That represents what | think God sees in me. He sees me th of obedience and holiness. Trying to be godly by forcing
spiritually deformed, but lucky because God has paid the reward Bappiness on ourselves will only cause us to fail. The only was to
that | could come back home through the death of His Son, Jespsrsevere in godliness is to be persuaded that seeking first His
Christ. Whether you see yourselves as deformed or not, God paithgdom and His righteousness is going to produce the greatest
the price and the reward for you to come back and be at His side alkappiness and satisfaction possible - that the path of faithful service
But why? Why does it matter whether we think a life of seeking Gotb Christ is also the road to our greatest joy and our greatest
will make us happy? Isn’t it enough to know that the scripturepleasure.
speak of it? Zephaniah 2:3 says. 'Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of The Problem
the earth...’ Lamentations 3:25 says. ‘The Lord is good unto them “You see, the problem isn’t that we desire our own happiness.
that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him.” Isn’t it enough thathe problem is that deep down, we are not absolutely convinced
this is what we are called to do as Christians? The answer is, ‘Ndhat following God is the best way to obtain it. We think that
It's not enough for several reasons. perhaps we would be happier if we devoted ourselves to gratifying
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every physical desire, or if we devoted ourselves to becomingpne with him. What value did he gain from being a smart person,
wealthy and acquiring houses, and cars, and boats. Perhaps if aknowledgeable personifin the end, that too, was going to be gone?
had unlimited wealth and power and freedom, we would be more Solomon’s Conclusions Instruct Us
satisfied. Secretly, in the back of our minds, we are not really “Here are afew of the conclusions from Solomon'’s reflections
convinced that pursuing God is the path to our greatest joy. Wwver his life that | picked out:
wonder if perhaps, we are missing out on what's best. That's what 1. The world doesn't offer anything that is lasting.
the problem is - not that we desire joy or satisfaction or happiness 2. Manis no better than the beasts. We eat, we breathe, and then
but that we doubt whether seeking God is the way to find it. ~ we return to the dust. (Doesn’t that give you a good feeling knowing
“Perhaps Hugh Hefner really is better off than we are - othat you are no better off than the cow out there on the hillside
Donald Trump, or Bill Gates, or some Arab Sheik with billions ofbetween Mt. Ayr and Lamoni?)
dollars in oil money and palaces and a harem. Are we better off 3. All that we have are gifts from God.
seeking God than they are? | hope we all answer, ‘Yes!’ to that. Inthe fifth chapter verses 19-20, Solomon said that we should enjoy
fact, we have a case study in the book of Ecclesiastes that I'm goiagr work, accept our lot in life that is indeed a gift from God. In
to share with you here in a minute. Some of you may remembehapter 11 he says that if you wait for things to be perfect, you will
reading in Ecclesiastes. There is a song written that makes chapterer get anything done. We often say, ‘If | just knew a little bit
3 very common to some. It says that for every thing there is a seasoore.’ ‘If | had another week or two to prepare.’ ‘If | had given
and to every time there is a purpose under heaven. myself opportunity to attend the class, | would then be a better off
“The reason that this is such a good case study is that Kirtg be a witness or to teach the class’. Have you ever thought how
Solomon had all of those things that we just talked about. He had aftten you are waiting to have all of it to be perfect before you go on?
kinds of riches, servants, all kinds of power, buildings, everythindf you do that, Solomon’s conclusion is, that we never get anything
So I would like you to listen to how King Solomon describe this iraccomplished.
Ecclesiastes. It's pretty easy reading and | think you get a sense of 4. And finally, (thisis his conclusionin chapter 12), he says that
the struggles this man had to justify the things that he had and fimee should ‘Fear God, and keep His commandments; for this is the
value in them and happiness. I'm going to start reading frorwhole duty of man’. After Solomon looked back over his whole life,
Chapter 2:1 and then go to verses 4 and 11. ‘| said in my heart, @fier he had looked at all the things he had accomplished, all the
to now. | will prove thee with mirth; therefore enjoy pleasure; andhings he had collected, and he analyzed what is going to be the
behold, this also is vanity. | made me great works; | builded miiture, he realizes that we are no more than just like a beast. We are
houses; | planted me vineyards. | made me gardens and orchamsgoing to eat. We are all going to breathe and then return to dust!
and | planted trees in them of all kind of fruits; | made me pools dfle concludes that the greatest thing we can do is to ‘Fear God, and
water, to water there with the wood that bringeth forth trees; | gdteep his commandments; for this is our whole duty, the whole duty
me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; atman!
| had great possessions of great and small cattle above all that were “Now Satan tells us that if we could have all of this, or that or
in Jerusalem before me; | gathered me also silver and gold, and tifesome other thing, we would be happy. Then when we get it and
peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces; | gat me men singdiisd that we are not happy, he tells us we just need a little more of
and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as musiitar that we need something else to go along with it. He was the
instruments, and that of all sorts. So | was great, and increased maraster of the enhancement plan. | think he was behind the computer
than all that were before me in Jerusalem; also my wisdom r@dustry; because | know that with computers we just think, if we
mained with me. And whatsoever mine eyes desired | kept not frohad a little more speed, our computer would be a lot better; or if we
them, | withheld not my heart from any joy; for my heart rejoicechad improved graphics, our computer would be a little better. Or if
in all my labor; and this was my portion of all my labor. Then Iwe had a bigger monitor, that would really be better! So, | think
looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labitrose are the kind of enhancements that | think Satan must be a part
that | had labored to do; and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of.
spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.’ “So, off we go, at least in our own minds, searching for
“If you read through the book of Ecclesiastes, you will find thathappiness in every thing but God Himself. And what a tragedy, and
Solomon had all the things we usually imagine will bring ushow blinded we have become; when the one thing that would truly
happiness - not only wealth and power and pleasure, but alsmake us happy has been within our grasp all this time if we had just
wisdom and knowledge and respect and achievement. He wasached out and taken it. That's God, Himself! Paul says in 1
declared a great ruler; and yet, none of those things was sufficiefiimothy 6:6, ‘But godliness with contentment is great gain.’
Solomon struggled to find value in his life, and in his discourse, iBeeking after God results in great gain and great happiness!
you read through, you see that he really addresses a lot of things  Is Seeking God to Find Happiness Selfish
other than those material things. He addressed the future interms of “We have heard the introspections and reflections of Solomon
inheritance. He had this really ill feeling that he had worked all hiand his conclusion that man’s whole duty is to keep the command-
years and accumulated all of this, and what had he gained from it®ents of God and and we have heard the support of the scriptures
It was going to be gone. When he died, in terms of his relationshtpat tell us to seek God, and that to have happiness, eternal
to that, it was gone! He was leaving it to his heirs, and he evdrappiness, is really reward. Let me ask you this. Does all of this
guestioned whether or not his heirs were worthy of it and whethasound a little selfish to you? Why would God choose to motivate us
they could manage it. He did talk quite a bit about material thing$o faithful obedience by promising us personal benefits? Do you
but another thing | found interesting was that he struggled about teeer have those kind of thoughts? Maybe it’s just a symptom of my
value of knowledge. Eventhough he was awise person, was learrgagestioning nature. It may be that because of my job, when anybody
and had much knowledge, he was concerned that even that wamsnes to me with a good idea, | am always looking to see if it's
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really a good idea or whether there is hidden cost associated witmélationship between husbands and wives, and the promises that
or problems that are going to generate issues for me later on in terexgst in the scriptures concerning that relationship. He promised to
of personnel or something like that. But did you ever wonder thatse six scriptures in his ministry and began by defining the terms,
we as individuals are seeking God for that reward of eterndhusband’ and ‘wife’.
happiness? Let me propose this answer. “Husband’ is developed from an older English term meaning
“First, God wants us to remember that our fundamental reldsuandi, and buandi is the direct translation form Hebrew of
tionship with Him is one of receiving from Him rather than giving‘Alummah’ and means an individual in bondage, he said. After a
to Him - one of being served rather than serving. Is it not true waight ripple of laughter went through the congregation, he ex-
cannot give anything to Him except that we have already receiveafained, “Itis one who chooses to be bound; and it has been applied
it from Him? We cannot serve Him except by the power and abilitieto a manager who is bound to manage a business. It's also applied
which He has already given us. We are recipients of His blessings one who cultivates or takes care of animals that require a large
and benefits - of His love and His mercy. He calls us to obey, aramount of time. Interesting imagery here!”
suffer and strive, not because He needs anything from us but ’'Wife’, he said, “comes from the Swedish ‘viv’, and that is a
because these are the means through which He has chosen to bigest translation from the Hebrew, “Ishshah” which means to twist
us, His beloved children. But | don't think our seeking God foror to turn and also means a woman. Meyara is a wife who is a curse.
personal benefit and reward, this reward of happiness, is as muBhalayyehudah is a wife who is a Master of Israel. Interestingly
forus as itis a matter of providing a way, a conduit for God to blessnough, the Ishshah is very close to a term in Hebrew meaning
us. foundation.” So before going to discuss husbands and wives, our
“Paul said, speaking to the Greeks at Athens, Acts 17: 24,25,23peaker read Luke 6:27-38. He called this scripture the baseline of
“God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he fi®w we should treat each other, and as he read he wrote on the white
Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with handsoard at his side the salient points of the message:
Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed The Baseline Is Love
anything, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; ... “But | say unto you who hear my words, Love your enemies,
That they should seek the Lord, if they are willing to find him, for(This is just the baseline. This is what you are supposed to do for
he is not far from every one of us; .. ." And Mark tells us that ouyour enemies, therefore you can probably love your wife.) do good
relationship to Jesus is one of being served by Him rather than tof them who hate you. (This is for all people. Hopefully your
serving Him. Mark 10:45 - “For even the Son of man came, not tbusband or wife doesn't hate you!) Bless them and pray for them
be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life aransom favho despitefully use you and persecute you. And unto him who
many.’ smiteth thee on the cheek, offer also the other; or, in other words,
“Further, seeking after God is not selfish because we don’t sedékis better to offer the other, than to revile again. And him who
the things that the world seeks - the kind of things that can only haketh away thy cloak, forbid not to take thy coat also. Foritis better
obtained at someone else’s expense. Remember Solomon listedfadlt thou suffer thine enemy to take these things, than to contend
of those things. There’s only so much gold to go around and if yowith him. (Let’s not contend). Verily | say unto you, Your heavenly
are seeking so much gold and wealth, that means that someone &lather who seeth in secret, shall bring that wicked one into judg-
isn’'t going to have it. Those are the kind of relationships and thaent.
kind of things that the world would want us to seek - those things  “Therefore give (Be giving.) to every man who asketh of thee;
that are obtained at someone else’s expense. What we seek in @ad of him who taketh away thy goods, ask them not again. And as
are things like joy and peace and fulfilment and happiness. Angk would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. (A
these all are things of which there is an unlimited supply. And mordnd of a ‘Do unto others’.) For if ye love them only who love you,
than this, they are things that come from serving others and puttimghat reward have you? For sinners also do even the same. And if
the needs of others ahead of our own. That's the opposite of selfigke lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what reward have you?
It's finding joy and fulfillment not in serving ourselves and puttingFor sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again.
our needs first, but in serving others and putting their needs first. ~ “But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for
“We can seek God and follow and obey Him with joy, knowing thanothing again; and your reward shall be great; and ye shall be the
no matter how much we give or sacrifice or suffer, we will receivehildren of the Highest; for he is kind unto the unthankful, and to the
more in return. It is impossible to give to God and not receive avil. Be ye therefore merciful, (Be merciful.) as your Father also is
hundred times back from Him because He loves us. He loves aterciful. Judge not, and ye shall not be judged; condemn not, and
more than we can possibly imagine. And that's why we can say, ge shall not be condemned; forgive, and ye shall be forgiven. Give,
did David in Psalm 40, ‘I delight to do thy will, O my God; yea, thyand it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and
law is written within my heart.’ shaken together, and running over, ... . (So we have the giving
“So let us seek the Lord with all our hearts, with all our soulagain!)”
our might, mind and strength every day of our lives, that we may “Thisis the basis of how you are supposed to treat our enemies.
receive from Him all that He desires to give us.” If this is the basis of how we are supposed to treat our enemies, we
LOVG Th e FO u n d atl O n O.I: can probably say that this is the basic behavior that we expect when
we are treating somebody whom we truly love - someone to whom
we are married. Can we say that this is how we treat our spouses?

M arn ag e If not, we need some growth to be able to bring our relationship up

_ ~ to the enemy level. That's scripture number one.
Elder Steven Smith announced that because it was Valentine’s The next Scripture to which Brother Smith turned was 1 Peter

Day he was prepared to talk of love - not just love in general butth®1.2  He introduced it as a blessing that Peter spoke of in the
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relationship of husbands and wives. ‘Likewise ye wives, be ifior another, love as brethren, be cheerful, be courteous, not render-
subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the wordhg evil for evil or railing for railing, but going ahead and giving a
they also may without the word be won by the conduct of the wivesjessing, you will find that your prayers will not be hindered, and
While they behold your chaste conduct coupled with fear.” On thgou will inherit a blessing. What a wonderful Valentine’s Day
board he wrote ‘to be subject’, then asked, “What does that mean®omise from First Peter the third chapter, verses 1 through 9!
Right Relations And Prayers Will Not Be Hindered Benevolence and Togetherness Foil Satan
“If you look up the word subject in the dictionary, you will find “Let’s go over to Paul. This is or number three scripture. Paul
there are many meanings, butthere is a Greek word, hypokeimenampte a lot about marriage. In 1 Corinthians 7:3-4 he talks about the
that has been translated to be subject which means to be tigsband first. ‘Let the husband render unto the wife due benevo-
foundation. Let's read that first part again. ‘Likewise, ye wives, béence; ...." Benevolence is being kind, inclined to do good, gracious,
the foundation for your husband, that, if any obey not the word, theyiving, and charitable. So, husbands, toward your wives you should
may without the word be won by the conduct of the wife.” Interestbe kind. You should be inclined to do good. You should be
ing! The wives are to be the foundation. The analogy here is not tisharitable. That's First Corinthians 7:3, the first part. And the
body. The analogy here is a house. Without a good foundation teecond part of First Corinthians 7:3 says: ‘And likewise also the
husband - wife relationship does not exist. Peter says, if theife unto the husband.” So benevolence, this kindliness, this
husbands don't believe, because of your good foundation you caharitableness, this tendency to be good is an equal opportunity gift
even win them over, ‘while they behold your chaste condudhatwe should be giving to each other on Valentine’s Day. Benevo-
coupled with fear.” There is quite a bit of control in the foundatiorent, actually every day as we choose to be husbands and wives.
of the house. Perhaps that is my own interpretation of what is goirigihe wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband; and
on, but when you put it with the one who twists but is also thékewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the
foundation, it certainly makes sense. And then he talks a little bitife. Depart ye not one from the other, except it be with consent for
more about not adorning themselves especially just on the outsiddime, that ye may give yourself to fasting and prayer; and come
but doing it on the inside as well. Peter goes over to verse 7 and sapgiether again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.’ So
“Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowl-if you are benevolent and depart not, except when you are going out
edge, giving honor unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, (I knawfast and to pray - don'’t just take off on each other all the time, one
that sounds a little bit harsh to call a woman a weaker vessel, aatthe promises that he is giving here is that Satan can’t tempt you.
yet at the same time, if you look at various types of vessels, if yoLhat's a kind of a neat little promise if we are benevolent with each
look at a rubber made container that can take a lot of battering aather and if we stay with each other.
throw it around and you look at fine china which if you drop itit ~ “So we go to another promise of Paul’s found in Ephesians
breaks, which is the weaker vessel? So husbands, treat your wsfd 8. ‘And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filed
like fine china!”and as being heirs together of the grace of life; thatith the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and
your prayers may not be hindered. Interestingly enough, if we gepiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the
beyond the enemy status, have a functioning relationship withlaord. (So it starts off with the idea of keeping your thoughts on the
wife who can become subject, or the foundation for the two, yoliord.) Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father
have a stronger relationship; and if the husband will treat the wifi@ the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; Submitting yourselves one to
like fine china and dwell with her, not looking in another direction,another in the fear of God.” (And this is the prelude to when he gets
your prayers will not be hindered. What an interesting promisehto talking to the wives and to the husbands.) And he says, ‘Wives,
Your prayers will not be hindered! submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For
Verse 8-9 - “Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassioithe husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the
one of another; love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous, nehurch; ... .’
rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing; but contrariwise When | looked up the head, again | realized that there are a
blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called that ye should inhentimber of different ideas or definitions of head. One of them is that
a blessing.’ So both of them should be of one mind, compassionatigjou look at the head of a paper, you are looking at the top. We have
loving, having pity, courteous, not giving evil for evil, not railing.” already seen the foundation. The analogy is more of a structure than
Steven asked for the meaning of railing and agreed that it meantdba body, and the head can’t stay up without the foundation. They
“put up a fence”, to argue, to separate. “If you are being railedhecome one. They become intertwined. | had a friend that we called
somebody is yelling at you and shouting. Don’t shout back. B&randpa Thomas. Grandpa Thomas lost his wife and decided to
courteous. You may have to have pity for them. You have to lovemarry. When he asked Grace to marry him he said, ‘I want one
them. You have to be compassionate. You want to be of one mirttling to be clear. We need to realize that | am the head of the house.’
And instead of giving evil, you give them a blessing. And so at thogBrace looked at him and said, ‘As long as one other thing is clear.
moments when you or others are ‘putting up rails’ it's time for youAs long as you realize that | am the neck that turns the head.” An
to bless them. “Knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye maxample of the two working together.
inherit a blessing.” he repeated. There are two promises in that Our speaker returned to the scripture: “For the husband is the
scripture. Your prayers will not be hindered, and you will inherit dnead of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church; and he is
blessing. That's the promise of Peter. the Savior of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto
“So, if you wives become the foundation for your relationshipChrist, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. Now
if you will, by your conduct win over your husband, (coupled withhe says, ‘Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
fear) and if you husbands will dwell with your wives according tochurch, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse
knowledge, giving honor unto your wife and treating her like findt with the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to
china; then if you both will be of one mind, having compassion onkimself a glorious church not having spot or wrinkle or any such
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thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.’ (So a part odlifferent action, and they no longer had the blessing. When they
this promise is no wrinkles or spots.) ‘So ought men to love thethose not to repent of this wickedness, they were eventually
wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himselfdestroyed and the Lamanites, who had chosen the way of mo-
For no man ever yet hated his own flesh: but nourisheth amtbgamy were allowed to survive.
cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church;’ So we find that Paul’s Watch and Pray Always in Families
promise, in this case, is that if the wives will be submissive to the  “And finally, the blessing of Jesus. For this | am going to go to
husbands. If each husband will love and nourish and cherish Hisird Nephi 8:50-52 - ‘And it came to pass that when Jesus had
wife to the point that he would give his life for her - to the point thaspoken these words unto his disciples, he turned again unto the
they would do all for their wife, then you will be presented withoutmultitude, and said unto them, Behold, verily, verily, | say unto you,
wrinkle or blemish or spot. That's a pretty good promise to havere must watch and pray always, lest ye enter into temptation; For
Note that this scripture only asks that the wife submit to love - thBatan desireth to have you, that he may sift you as wheat; therefore
love of her husband. ye must always pray unto the Father in my name; and whatsoever
As an aside, our speaker recalled, “Paul Harvey has over tlye shall ask the Father in my name, which is right, believing that ye
years, given the names of couples whose marriages have gahallreceive, behold it shall be given unto you. Pray in your families
usually over fifty years, naming them and telling where they aranto the Father, always in my name, that your wives and your
from. He reported that there was a sociologist who was makingchildren may be blessed.’ Watch and pray, not by yourselves but in
study of couples whose marriages lasted the longest - those tlyaur families, and your wives and your children shall be blessed,
were kind of without wrinkles or spots - marriages that had madeédnd ‘whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, which is right,
through everything, had stayed together and were happy. Thelieving that ye shall receive, behold it shall be given unto you.’
sociologist found that he could take all marriages, and by asking “Six scriptures delineate how we are to treat each other on
some questions determine which ones were going to survive. N&alentine’s Day and the rest of the year. Six scriptures that talk
distilled it down to the fact that if, in a couple, the man learned tabout the relationship - creating a foundation and a head that goes
say, ‘Yes, Dear,’ it would survive. If he would nourish and cheristwith that foundation. Six scriptures that expect that you treat your
his wife, we have the promise of a perfect situation.” spouse at least like an enemy and go beyond the status of enemy, and
God Requires Monogamy pray with them in your family, and nothing will be impossible.”
Next Brother Smith went to the Book of Mormon, reading
from Jacob 2:54-56. “Behold, the Lamanites, your brethren, whom
ye hate, because of their filthiness and the cursings which hath come If YO u Tal k th e Tal k =
upon their skins, are more righteous than you; (Ouch! talking to
these people!) For they have not forgotten the commandments of Wal k th e Wal k
the Lord, which were given unto our fathers, that they should have,
save it were one wife: and concubines they should have none; and Our guest speaker Sunday, February 22 was Richard Reeves of
there should not be whoredoms committed among them. And noWdependence, Missouri. His scripture was the familiar pronounce-
this commandment they observe to keep; wherefore because of tRignt of James 2:25, "For as the body without the spirit is dead, so
observance in keeping this commandment, the Lord God will nd@ith without works is dead.”
destroy them, but will be merciful unto them; and one day they shall “Afewyears ago I read a book entitled, The Day America Told
become a blessed people.’ the Truth. It is a book that dealt with many issues including the
“Despite all the filthiness, despite all the cursings of thig'elevance of religion in one’s life. One chapter is entitled, ‘Who
people, they kept one commandment - one man, one wife, mgally Believes in God?" There were 90% of the people they
concubines, no affairs, neither for the guys nor the girls, either wa§urveyed in America who said that they truly believe in God. If you
As a result there were three promises from the Lord. They will ngttopped right there and went no farther in the book, you would think
be destroyed. He will be merciful, and they will become blessedhat God mustreally play animportant partinthe lives of Americans
The power of the love and the union of the family is fantastic in thg@day in dealing with important issues. If you read the rest of the
if we will keep this commandment that one man should have o0k, however, you come out with a completely different conclu-
wife, one wife should have only one husband, you don't have arfjon. In every section of the country that they surveyed, when
concubines, you don’t have any affairs, you aren’t looking in othep€ople were asked how they made up their minds on moral issues
directions - if you will do that, you will be more blessed than the important issues we have today - on right or wrong, they simply
people Of Neph| because you won't be destroyed_ The Lord will t@d not gO to God to find the answer. It was found that for most
merciful to you for all the other things, and you will become aP€ople, religion played virtually no part at all in their life. When it
blessed people. comes to shaping an opinion on a long list of important issues like
Jacob 2:57-59 “Behold, their husbands love their wives, anfirth control, abortion, teaching creationism, even the role of
their wives love their husbands, and their husbands and their wiv&®men in the clergy - on not one of these questions did a majority
love their children; and their unbelief and their hatred toward yo@f the people who were surveyed ever seek the guidance of religion
is because of the iniquity of their fathers; Wherefore how mucRr of areligious person - a Priest, a Rabbi, anyone regardless of what
better are you than they, in the sight of your creator? O my brethreigligion they were. All they knew was how they felt about the issue.
| fear, that unless you repent of your sins, that their skins will b&hat formed their opinion. Only one American in five ever con-
whiter than yours, when ye shall be brought with them before th@lted a minister or a Priest.
throne of God.” “This is the promise of Jacob that the Lord would ~ “Alittle over half of those surveyed had not been to a religious
preserve the LamanitES, and we know in the end, even though WVice in a minimum of three months. Only one in three had been
Nephites were blessed more at this point in time, that they chosd&'e religious service in more than ayear. Yetitwas the same people
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who were interviewed who were a part of the 90% who said thdyecause it is not able to save, it is also incapable of serving. Once
truly believed in God today. More than 58% of these people sa@gain James uses a stirring illustration to drive home his point in
they attended church service on a more or less regular basis whamse 16 of chapter 2. Here he recites a little parable which many
they were young. Yetless than half - only 27% -still did so as adultscholars and theologians believe was a common occurrence in the
And the one that really got to me was that the survey concludes thestrly church. James asks his readers to imagine having a brother or
only one out of ten believed in all of the Ten Commandments. Fortysister come up to their door and knock. He is destitute of food, has
percent of them believed in five or fewer of the Ten Commandaot adequate clothing, and he is asking for help. When he opened
ments, sometimes now referred to as the ‘Ten Suggestions’ but wWes door the Christian would say, ‘Depart in peace. Be warmed, be
still call them Commandments today. filled.” and doesn’t give him what he stands in need of when they
Why Bring this Up? have it. James says that this kind of a Christian throws doubt upon

“Now, the reason | bring this to your attention today is that th¢he integrity of their own faith because they do not give him what
majority of people, at least those researched in this book, anché needs when they have it.
believe itis somewhat accurate, talk God today but don’tlive God.  “It’s this point that the Apostle John is making in First John
We probably all come upon those people who talk of Christ an8:17 and 18 when he says, ‘But whoso hath this world’s goods, and
know their scriptures, but their life doesn’t show it. Apparently, thisseeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compas-
was the same case in the day of James. There were those who sgBi@e from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little
the language of Christianity but who didn’t live the reality of it.children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue only, but in deed
James puts out in very concise terms the major premise of hasd in truth.” So a faith that is not expressed in one’s life style,
epistle. That is ‘Faith without works is dead.” according to James, may not be genuine.

“James says that faith that isn't evidenced by a life of integrity ~ “The third point he makes is that verbal faith does not survive.
is not Biblical, Christlike faith. James is not saying that works is adames makes a very strong statementin verse 17, chapter 2 when he
added extra to faith, which many of us have heard. That is not whatites that faith that does not have works is dead. He says, it was
he is saying. James is saying that it is an expression of that faithnkver alive because it lacks the quality of bearing fruit in one’s life.
is a response to that faith that you say you have. The lesson is cl#aras the profession only faith. While having form, he says, this
in James. If we say we have faith, there needs to be some kindkirfid of faith lacks faith because It is outwardly inoperative because
proof in our lives that proves that we indeed have faith. Someoriteis inwardly dead. James says that we have the right to see the
has said, if you were arrested for being a Christian, and had to goadweidence that ones’ faith is genuine. And you know what, Jesus said
trial, would there be enough evidence found in the things that yadhe very same thing. In Matthew 7:25-30 Jesus said, ‘Ye shall know
had done to convict you? Would your actions prove that you realtyhem by their fruits; for do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
were a Christian - that you really were a believer in Christ? | belieuhistles? Even so, every good tree bringeth forth good fruit, but a
James was saying the same thing. corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth

“This statement of James’ is the most controversial of the topvil fruit; neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. And every
ten most controversial texts in all the scripture. If it is not carefullyree that bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down, and cast into
understood, it becomes a serious error in a very important part thfe fire. Wherefore, by their fruit ye shall know them. Verily | say
doctrine. In verses 14 and 15 of chapter 2 James refers to whatto you, It is not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, that shall
people say about their faith, and he rejects this so-called faith. Hater into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My
points out atleast three reasons for the failure of this verbal faith aféther who is in heaven.’ Doeth the will - action - expression of
its affirmation in one’s life. The first is that verbal faith does notwhat you say, you act.
save. He gives us two rhetorical questions to make his point. First “James proposes one more hypothetical situation. He imagines
he says, ‘What profitis it, my brethren, for a man to say he hath faisomeone coming forth with a very liberal interpretation of the
and hath not works?’ The second is, ‘Can faith save him?’ whole issue saying, ‘Now this person says they have faith, and this

Two Kinds of Faith person says they have faith; and, well, they just have different

“James is not talking about general faith. He is talking aboutmphases of spirituality in their lives and they are both right’. He
that kind of faith - the faith that you just say it. You talk the goodind of explodes at that. While this is aloose paraphrase that | made,
game. You talk the talk but you don’t walk the walk. Can that kindt is what | believe James was addressing with this point. While this
of faith save you? And the answer is, of course, it can't. In othe€hristian says that and another Christian says the same thing, you
words faith that does not demonstrate itself in your life is notan verify each by the fruits of their lives. James sort of explodes
genuine. You have all heard the scripture, ‘Where your treasure igshen he says, ‘Show me thy faith without works, and | will show
there your heartis also.” A few verses later James writes, ‘For as theu my faith with my works.” James was not arguing against the
body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead.importance of faith in the Christian experience. He was attacking
James is simply saying if one has truly been born again, his or hitie validity of a professed faith that produces no outward result in
life will have been changed. James is addressing himself to tlomes life.
conflictthat there was in mere verbal assent of ones belief and a vital Mere Mental Assent - The Devil Level
display of actions in the way you live. The one thing that James and “James makes another point about faith in that real faith is more
those who were close to Christ could not accept was the idea thihan just a mere mental assent to a system of facts. He uses the
one could make the profession with words and have no constructidemons to prove his example. He says in verse 19, ‘Thou believest
actions in their lives in outward ways. there is one God; thou doest well; the devils also believe, and

“Christ could not accept such hypocrisy either. We have to dosemble; thou hast made thyself like unto them, not being justified.’
more than just say it. Because verbal faith is powerless to save, thecording to James, anyway, there are no atheists among the
second part of this is that verbal faith does not serve. He says tliimons. Isn’t that unique? They struggle and tremble at the mention
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of the name of Christ. Jesus encountered several persons possegedat. Paul also refers to Genesis, and uses Genesis to prove that
by demons in His earthly ministry. They always recognizedAbraham was not justified by works. That's found in the fourth
always, His diety and spoke respectfully. You can see that in Markhapter of Romans. While this may seem to be a contradiction, itis
in Matthew the eighth chapter, in Luke the eighth chapter, Acts th&ot. To put it in another way, Paul used the matter in the heavenly,
sixteenth chapter, and several others. We have no mention tluatthe divine perspective. He asserts that we are justified in a legal,
these demons have ever seen Him before. They may even have begesitional sense, and that faith is the ground for our justification.
a long way off, yet soon as they saw Him, they didn’t run and hiddames, on the other hand, uses the situation from an earthly or
They knew exactly who He was, recognized His omnipotencdauman perspective throughout, and he says that works are the
Indeed they believed sincerely that He had the power to take careidence before men that salvation has indeed occurred. James is
of them - to destroy them, and they were scared. These wesayingthatwe are not saved by faith plus works, but he is saying that
supernatural spirits engaged in taking over the souls of men ame are saved by faith that does work.
women, yet they always recognized His omnipotence. But while “James and Paul are not antagonists standing with drawn
their faith, was sincere and honest, it did not transform theswords looking at each other. Rather they are standing back to back
character or their conduct or change their possibilities or thefighting different foes, if you will, of the gospel. Paul was attacking
prospects for the future. the belief that works were necessary for salvation. James, on the
“James continues to make his case in that he says that fagther hand, was attacking verbal faith that did not produce godli-
without action is useless. There are some today who have defineéss in one’s life. Yet, they both agreed on the same thing - that
faith as a positive mental attitude. But faith is much more than justorks were the proof of salvation, not the path of salvation. A lot
an attitude. According to James, faith is made perfect by works, anfipeople do the right thing for the wrong reason. They tell the truth
this is not a contradiction of Paul’s doctrine of justification by faith.but not because God says to be honest - to be truthful, but because
Not at all, and | will talk a little bit more about that. Faith isit supports their position - it benefits them, not because it is God’s
significant only when it promotes action in ones life. Faith withoutcommandment. There is no question that some seem to imagine or
action is useless. It's a basic principle for everything, everywheré¢hat we may have heard of setting works in opposition to faith as the
always has been, always will be. It would be true in conducting groundwork for justification. No man or woman, can, by general
farm, a business, anything. You have land out here. We can belidvasyness or any specific work or act merit salvation. Activity is
and say all day, ‘Corn is going to grow in that field out there’, buhever an equal to faith. We cannot gain God’s commendation by
unless we plant the seed, water it, till the ground, nurture it, prgyresenting to Him works of our own hands. Faith alone is His
over it, corn is not going to grow in that field even though we mayequirement. It is the sole condition on which God justifies the
believe it. Action has to be taken upon our faith. I'm not saying thatngodly. But such faith goes hand in hand with obedience that is
the Lord can’t do what He will when He wills. He can and He doesver fruitful and shows itself in your life; and you cannot express it
but for the most part, the Lord wants to see us take a little action @amany other way.
our own,. “You know, our relationship with God never leaves ones life
Active Faith Demonstrated unchanged. You are always changed. If you have ever experienced
Now, James appeals to two well known Old Testament figureshe Holy Spirit or any portion of it, your life is never the same, even
Abraham the Patriarch and Rahab, the harlot. Abraham is probalityou fall away later. Faith always finds an expression in works -
the most powerful example that he could have chosen. Abrahamorks of faith - not the mere doing of good. What these works would
was revered as aman of God of great faith who enjoyed a very clobe, in each individual’s life, only God can bring forth that expres-
intimate relationship with God. Nothing that could be consideredion, and He will reveal it to each individual. We are all uniquely
legitimate faith was contradicted by Abraham’s experience, at leadifferent.
at the time. In Genesis 15 we read of God’s promise to Abraham “The second example that James uses is Rahab. | can’timagine
concerning his future when He said his seed would be as numerdhsre could be any greater contrast than the one between Abraham
as the stars in the heavens. And James quotes this in verse 22uwd Rahab. We don’t know much about Rahab other than that they
chapter 2 when he says, ‘Abraham believed God and it was imputedll her a harlot. Aboraham was a Hebrew who was called of God and
unto him for righteousness; ... ‘. Abraham demonstrates that we amas the Father of all those who believed in God while Rahab, as
justified by faith alone, but you know, our faith is never alone. It isvritten in the scriptures, is only known to us as a harlot. She was a
always accompanied by works - works of faith. We always begsentile who lived in the city of Jericho, the same Jericho that
fruit of what we believe. When God told Abraham to take his sorisrael’'s army marched around seven times and the walls came
Isaac up to Mt. Moriah and sacrifice him, Abraham did what Godlumbling down. You can read that story for yourselves in the second
told him to do. Abraham had to come to some real, real hamhapter of Joshua. Abraham gave proof of his obedience to God for
conclusions; but it was in reaching these conclusions that the traeleast three generations, while Rahab only knew Israel's God by
integrity of his faith came out. That was what God saw. If Abraharhearsay - what she had heard. Yet, when the time came, she
had said, ‘I believe you, God’, but had refused to obey, if he wouldisplayed her faith by identifying herself with the people of God.
not do what God told him to do, then you would have had whatWhat James is telling us is that it was because of her faith, which
call a mental assent instead of real faith. It was the trip up to tiveas an active faith - a faith that resulted in her taking action - that
mountain that was the action. It was the obvious intention to goaused God to spare her life when the walls of Jericho came down.
through with the sacrifice that made the difference. Rahab’s works were very different than Abraham’s, but they had
“We are justified by faith alone, but not by faith that is alonethe very same effect. They proved that she had a living, working
James’ statement about works has often been used to illustrate fagh, and at that moment at least, she was a woman of spiritual
difference between James and Paul. Here James clearly states thiggrity. Because of that, the Lord spared her life. This example by
Abraham was justified by works, and he uses Genesis to prove Hiames is another illustration of the interrelationship between faith
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and works. He concludes his statement by saying that, ‘As the bothat declares Jesus is the one. Jesus is the way. Only the light of
without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead’. Jesus can chase the darkness away. A tender heart is all He needs
“The Christian life has to have integrity. As followers of the Lordto send his love where love’s in need, and a humble spirit He will
Jesus, we must set ourselves apart from the life style of the worlgever cast away. So we can safely give all our cares to Jesus. He
We are called to put the mark of Jesus on the world, not to let ttlk@ows our thoughts. He feels our pain. He longs to make us whole
world put its mark on us. If we understand James’ key illustratiorggain.
we must be men and women of compassion. We must not turn our Jim Barber sang the beloved “Old Old Path” accompanied by
brothers and our sisters away from those things that we have tBathy Akers.
ability to share both physically and spiritually. Our message to the  Mildred Smith gave a testimony of hearing the Saints in Kenya
world has to be that we are more than just what we say. sing “What a Friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear.
“In closing | would like to share with you a sign | saw outsideWhat a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer,” in an
a church while traveling. It said, ‘Preach the gospel all the timearrangement that startled her the first time she heard it. For a
Then in small letters down below it said, ‘And if necessary usenoment she thought the angels had joined the congregation as it
words.’ Think about it. You see, our greatest testimony of the Lordang. This heartfelt singing in the midst of difficulties that she
Jesus is not what we have to say, but how we live our lives. Peomlescribed but that we can only imagine was an unforgettable
should be able to look at you and know that you are Christian. If yaexperience.
believe in Christ, you don’t have to say the words. They can see Jazmyn Galusha surprised us with a display of her talent not
everything you do and everything you don’t do that testifies of Himonly as a pianist but as a composer as well. Her composition she
We need not just talk the talk, and talking is not wrong, but we neeghlled, “Rain and the Rainbow”, and one could actually hear the rain
to also walk the walk, meaning we need to just not say it but we neadd feel the presence of the rainbow that followed the shower.
to live it. It is my prayer that God will bless us in our endeavor tdRobert Rolfe recalled that the last children’s musical the congrega-
share that. My mother used to tell me, and I'm sure you have heaidn performed was “Fat, Fat Jehoshaphat”. This morning, he was
it too, that actions speak louder than words. Sometimes whersinging another version of Jehoshaphat’s story accompanying
would getin trouble, she would say, ‘I can’t hear you because yohimself on his guitar. “Great Jumpin’ Jehoshaphat” rehearses the
actions speak too loud!’ That's the way with some of us. Sometimesory of the faithful king of Judah whose people fasted and prayed,
we can talk a real good game, but our lives overshadow everythitigen sang while the Lord defeated their enemies for them. The song
that we have to say; and it shouldn’t be that way. We should be alifeen assures us that we can have the same blessings if we follow
to testify of the Lord Jesus and bring people to Him, and it's myheir example. Brother Rolfe invited the congregation to join him
prayer that He'll bless you and me in our endeavor to do that; that the choruses singing, “Praise ye the Lord. His mercy endureth
we will uphold one another in love, will hold onto each other andorever. Praise ye the Lord. His mercy endureth forever. Praise ye
that we will all find ourselves at the same place building thehe Lord, our God, His mercy will never end!”
Kingdom of God upon the earth.” Michael Jordison prefaced his offering with a statement con-
M US | C Se I’VI Ce I nS | res trasting the situation into which Esther, the African Saint who was
p the subject of Mildred’s testimony, was born with the one into
. which he was born. Reflectively, he observed that it doesn't seem
WO rSh | p fair. The song he had chosen for this morning, however, speaks of
the time when “All God's children of love and light, every heart will
This Leap Year Sunday, February 29, 2004, Elder Steven lpe ynified. Singing praise to the Lord our King on the day of the
Smith opened the service by reading Alma 3:46. “And now beho'%athering - on the day of The Gathering.’
| say unto you my brethren, If ye have experienced a change of \ichael also mentioned another song that is on the air now
heart, and if ye have felt to sing the song of redeeming love, | woulgh|led, “He Reigns”. It speaks of the voices from Africa and from
ask, Can ye feel so now?” He then asked us to stand and sing a sgidAmazon as they are raised up to the Lord; and they all say the
of redeeming love, “Stand up, stand up for Jesus. Lift high His royalame thing, “Glory, glory, Hallelujah to God. He Reigns!” “We are
banner. It must not suffer loss!” all from different places and times in the world,” Michael observed,
Thefirst offering was made by Beth Knotts who sang one of theyt there is coming a time when we will all be gathered together
most beautiful of hymns based on two inspiring and assuringnd all be one in the Lord. That's what this song is all about.”

Scriptures. Oneis God’s action in behalf of the Israelites as recordﬁﬂan Smith sang, “Joyfull Joyfu' we adore thee, God of g|0ry, Lord
in Exodus 19:4 when God reminded them, “How | bare you up 0gf |ove,” first in German then in English.

eagles’ WingS, and brought yOU unto myself.” The other is Isaiah C|Osing our Worship we all stood and sang:

49:16 where Christ promises not to forget His people saying, «This God is the God we adore, our faithful, unchangeable
“Behold, | have graven thee upon the palms of my hands.” friend,

The chorus of the song declares, “And | will raise you up on  \whose love is as large as His power, And knows not beginning
eagles’ wings. Bare you on the breath of dawn. Make you to shigg)r end.

like the sun; and hold you in the palm of my hand.” Pat Bolingbroke  Tis Jesus, the first and the last Whose Spirit will guide us safe
joined Beth on the choruses with piano accompaniment. home:

Matthew Anderson and Aquila Galusha received the monetary \ye'|l praise him for all that is past, and trust him for all that's
offerings of the Saints with Cathy Akers accompanying them atthg come.”

piano with the dedicatory hymn, “l Can Hear My Savior Calling. 'l The penediction continued our praise and thanksgiving to the

go with him, with Him all the way.” Lord who gave us our talents and permitted us to share them in an
Barbra Jordison brought us assurance in a heart warming sogjitude of worship.
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FROM THE love the Lord with all our will, our life and our strength.

PASTO RIS DESK Inside out, not outside in!

Continued from front page NeWS & NOteS

how that belief is put into practice in their daily lives  pPyrchases Approved By Congregation

differs greatly. (A Jew or not a Jew?) _ In business session February 22 the congregation voted to
Justwhois a Jew is a hotly contested topic. Does thecept the recommendation of the Building Committee to purchase

following make a person a Jew: 1) a person identifiesxty copies of the Hymns of the Saints for use by the congregation.

with a Jewish community, 2) the person follows a The earlier vote for a proposed new Hymnal based on the older

certain code of behavior, 3) the person lives in Israel, #pok by that name had to be discarded because that hymnal was not

the person believes certain things (about God or rep_roduced as planned. The committee reviewed a number of hym-

. . . Is and, realizing that no one is perfectly suited to our needs, chose
gion) 5) the person is born into a home where one of ﬂg%e with the stipulation that others would be used as needed.

pargnts .'S Jewish, 6) '_S ,‘]e,\;V'ShneSS areligion orarace; a The second purchase approved was also recommended by the
nationality or an ethnicity" committee. A copy machine will soon be installed in the library.

If Judaism is defined by practice, who defines the Reserve Your Place at Reunion
practice? What about birth? The nation of Israel today Plans for the Missionary Family Reunion at Graceland are well

recognizes only the Conservative view. All other vieWsngenyay. Reservations already approach, if not exceed, 200.
are deemed illegitimate. The Conservative view statg@&servation forms are available at centerplace.com.

that if the mother is Jewish, a child born to that woman The Passion of The Christ

is Jewish. If the mother is a Gentile, a child born to that e congregation is planning to attend the much publicized
woman will be a Gentile. So, if you are a child born tael Gibson movie depicting the last hours of Jesus’ life on
a Gentile mother in lIsrael; if you serve in Israel'ssaturday, March 6. The movie will be shown at the Wynnsong 16
military; if you live according to Conservative Jewishtheater located at 5233 N.W. 84th street, just north of I-35 in
customs; you are still not Jewish. However, a child ofohnston. The group will assemble at Ryan’s Family Steak House

fy and next door to Krispy Kreme doughnuts, for lunch at 11 a.m.

bmellel)‘/err:n ‘;ur?la:sr?’ ;ﬁ CO[]Srlderiad .l'lJIeWISh'th T?erte . e expect to be at the theater by 12:30 p.m. The costs of the movie
uch, muc ore to this story. 1 willleave the rest 01y e junch will be defrayed by the congregation. Sign up with

the story to your own 'Study. o . Pat Bolingbroke if you wish to attend.

~ For a moment, Iet.s gse.: the same criteria to decide Youth Continue to Achieve

justwhoisa ReSto.rat.lonISt' Does the. quIOWI_n_g make a Brock Bastow was graduated from Northwest Missouri State

person a Restorationist: 1) a person is 'dent'f'ed_ with @niversity recently and is now employed with the Walmart

Restoration Branch, 2) the person follows a certain cod&mpany in Maryville.

of behavior, 3) the person lives in or around Indepen- Names of the Galusha children have appeared frequently in the

dence, Missouri, 4) the person believes certain thingamoni Chronicle as they have participated in musical recitals,

(about God or religion) 5) the person is born into a homerestling matches and the Pine Box Derby.

where one or both of the parents is a Restorationist. Heidi Winkler and Brandy Anderson have been outstanding
If being a Restorationist is defined by praCticemembers of their.cor_npeting basketball teams and are looking

whose practice? Is a certain group of beliefs requirecﬁofward to competing in track.

. L . . Cara Smith has produced a book introducing children to
Who determines what is included in those beliefs? Hospital experiences that her professors consider publishable.

being.a Restorationist is 'dEﬁned by our heritage, what Rex Linand Jon Ammon Smith will be graduated by Graceland
constitutes the proper heritage? | fear that for most of usniversity this spring.

whatwe do and believe is answered by Tevya in“Fiddler Reporter to Kenya

on the Roof". He asks, Why do we do the things we do? \jigred Smith, who usually reports the services and assists

He strokes his beard and then answers--—TRADlith the preparation and distribution of the Newsletter, will be in

TION! Kenyaduring the last week of March and the first week of April. She
| fear we have become “Restorationist Jews”. Wwill be accompanying Douglas Smith to Africa for a second

have eyes to see, but we don’t see. We have ears to h#gpmen’s retreat. Her absence may cause a delay in the distribution

but we don’t hear. We have hearts that should undef-the Aprilissue of this letter.

stand, but we don’t understand. (See Isaiah 6; Jeremiah Patriarch Dies

5; Ezekiel 12) Therein is the reason we are not convertégneral services were held this Wednesday at Oak Grove for

and able to attain the full measure of salvation. We neé&@triarch Earl Allen. Brother Allen died after a long battle with

to allow God to put a new heart within us. We need t&™"°¢"

fulfill the firstcommandment as given by Jesus; we shall
12
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CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
Mount Ayr Restoration Branch
607 E. Madison

Mount Ayr, 1A 50854

Nephite Testimony Shared With Michael Jordison

Jim McKiddie, my cousin from the Independence areaghe exclaimed. "The Book of Mormon".
shared this testimony with me. He is a social worker who deals  Jim started to get a little excited. Knowing her conditiof
mainly with the elderly who cannot care for themselves, bothowever, he thought that maybe she was remembering testimo-
medically and judiciously. nies that she had heard previously and thought they had map—

One of his clients was recently placed in the hospitalpened to her now. He asked her to what church she went, and she
diagnosed with the onset of dementia. Recently he made a@plied that she had been a Methodist all her life. He asked ifshe
unscheduled visit to see how she was doing. He found her Irh&d ever heard of or attended the Mormon church or the
private room, staring out the window. Entering, and calling heReorganized church. She said that she had heard of them| but
name he asked, "How are you doing?" She just replied, "l wagfidn't know very much about them. "Why do you ask?" she said.
to see one of those witnesses again." He then shared with her the story of Jesus Christin the Bgok

Itis Jim's responsibility to know who visits and adminis- of Mormon and told her how He had granted a special request to
ters medication to his clients. He should have been notified three of His disciples who would remain on earth until Hjs
there were visitors to her room. "Was it one of the doctors gietyrn.
nurses?" he inquired, knowing that many medical staff would  wWhen he went back to his office that day, Jim looked up the
have entered her room at any given time. His mind raced withumber for this woman's brother and called him. After briefly
trying to figure out who might have been there, or whether thigdvising him of her condition he mentioned that in their conver-
was just a part of the dementia, and she had made the whelgtion they had discussed religion. "What church did you attg¢nd
visitation up. With her mind still focused on the visitors, shegrowing up?”, he asked her brother. "We always went to fhe
said, "l only met one of them. He came to visit me last night\iethodist church - all our lives," he replied. Jim was satisfi¢d
He told me that | would be going home to be with God soon, anghat this woman had indeed been visited by one of the three
that | shouldn't worry about it." Nephites.

Not sure of whom she was referring, but recalling inthe | had the chance to visit again with my cousin the next
back of his mind a reference to "three witnesses”, Jim askegleek,” Michael reported, “in asking permission to share this
"You said one of those witnesses?" "The one who visited m@stimony. He said that there was an update to the story. He|had
said that there two others like him, and they walked the earftopped at the hospital to check on his client and was climbjng
witnessing and testifying of their book" she replied. the stairs when he received a call from his office notifying him

Jim asked her "What book?" She told him that it was likehat the hospital called with news that she had just passed ayvay.
the Bible, but not like her Bible. It was different. She said theyiim took comfort at the words of the "witness": that she would

calleditthe "Book of.... something". She couldn'tremember thgoon pass on, but not to worry, that she was going to be \ith
name. "The Book of Mormon!?" He interjected. "Yes, that'sit,"God.”




