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If the parallel's not The Holy Spirit, Theme
real obvious. . of Two Ordinances

) ) As the service opened on Sunday, July 4, Pastor Robert Rolfe
The account of the great famine in Eqypt fle- spoketo the newly baptized young man who was to receive the Gift
corded in Genesis could well be predictive of qur of the Holy Ghost:

own nation and time. At the time of the writing, "Aguila, I'm going to be talking to you, today. The rest of the
Eqypt was the most powerful nation in the knoyn Saints can listen, but what | am going to say is for you. Jesus said,
world. It was the leader in culture, science, edu a_in answer to the question Nicodemus asked (John 3:5), we must be
tion and most of all, the "bread-basket" of the world. born of the water and the Spirit if we want to enter the kingdom.

3 h f] b int ted the two d Being born of the Spirit means that God's Spirit must live within
0seph, son ol Jacob, Interprete etwodareams,, the Scriptures say that our bodies are the temple of the Spirit.

of the Pharoah, telling him of bad times to come, and the spirit will only live in a clean temple. You must keep your
what should be done to prepare. It should be n@teGemple clean and holy if you want the Spirit to live within you.
thatwhen the bad times arrived, no one was exempt,  “It is written that during the ordinance of being born of the
including the beneficiaries of Abraham's covenant. Spirit, you will receive "fire and the Holy Ghost". We don't hear
Itis likely that many of the people, during the seven Very much about the fire_. Some people say itis the same thing as the
years of abundance, thought it was foolishnes Holy Ghost. | don't believe it is the same or God wouldn't have

. . . _called it two different things. The purpose of the fire is to: 1) protect
g;ﬁﬁﬁgetg g;embea;d times that Joseph said were Jus;f/ou——like the pillar of fire protected the children of Israel and 2) to

. i " burn the chaff out of your life. In other words, all of the things that
Notice that Joseph didn't say, let each family God doesn'twantinyour life is burnt up by the fire. You are cleansed
prepare and save food for the times ahead". Appar-and purified by the fire.

ently, human nature was the same in those days, as “In this ordinance, God's Spirit is given as a confirming power
it is today. Most Americans today, are spending of the covenant you made in baptism. That is why we sometimes
everything they make each year, plus a little mdre. refer to this ordinance as the "Confirmation". There are three things
We presume that things will continue to be the sall'r]nethat happen as the Elders lay their hands on you:

as the year before. So, after seven years, the famine = 'NeY: through the power of God, seal the covenant you made
arrived. ih baptism to accept Christ as your Savior and to follow His

. . . . teachings.
What is most interesting to me is the methpd 2. We, you and each of us, are bound together as the body of

Joseph chose to distribute food during the famine. christ. We are to accept you as a full-fledged member of the body.
He didn't just give it away. (No government safgty You are now our brother in Christ.

net.) The Israelites had to pay, just like the Eqyptigns, 3. Itis the way God chose to give you the Holy Ghost and fire
but the grain was sold at a fair price. When {he as He promised to do throughout the Scriptures.

people ran out of money, they proposed (not he) hat'! can't tell you what you will experience today. | hope you have a
powerful experience with God's Spirit. | am talking about a greater

Continued on back pag measure of God's Spirit then you had before today. Everybody has
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a certain amount of the Spirit of God. Each of us was born with laave purchased a weed eater from Sears for $109. | ask, is alldone?”
measure of God's Spirit. But, the Spirit that is given today iFhe appropriate response was, “Nay! You have to use the weed

stronger and makes it possible for you to: eater!”
1) Beasonof God, evenas Adamwas. (See John 1:12; Romans Brother Smith read again portions the scripture from 2 Nephi
8:14) and, declaring that having entered in to the strait and narrow way by

2) You will have available to you an ever increasing amount ofepentance and baptism, we have remission of our sins through the
the Spirit of God (See DC 90:4). Itis up to you. You will either gairHoly Spirit, but again asked, “Is all done?” The answer was again,
more and more of God's Spirit or you will lose the Spirit. He will not‘Nay!”. He explained that the strait in this instance was spelled s-
stay in you if you reject Him or pollute His temple. In one wayt-r-a-i-t, meaning narrow as the Strait of Magellan, bound by step
today, you are the same person. In another way, since you have bekffis or by some other phenomenon that would require one to
baptized, you are now a different person. With the Holy Ghost beingmain in it to get where they desired to go. He commented that
given to you today, you will have the ability to do things and to sesome of our friends feel that having received the Spirit, that is all
things you could not do for yourself. they need to do for salvation. Here he emphasized that the Spirit is

“Aquila, don't ever let what anyone may do or say separate yautool, not a trophy, declaring that if it is left hanging on the wall,
from the Spirit of Christ. Don't let your pastor, your church schooit will disappear.
teacher, other Saints, or anyone else separate you from the Spirit of There was interactive dialogue as it was determined that once
Christ. Governments can't separate you from this Spirit. Troublg@®u had the tool, it was necessary to get gasoline, not just any kind
in life can'tdoit. Famine, disease, and all the bad things of the wortd gas, to mix the gasoline with oil, take off the tank cap, fill the tank
can't do it. Only you can make God's Spirit to leave. He will leavevith the gasoline-oil mixture, return the cap to its place. “Am |
you only if you pollute your temple so He can't live within you. Ifinished now?” the speaker asked. We were delighted to hear the
pray that you will always choose to have His Spirit live in you. Thatlear voice of a kindergartner near the middle of the church speak
you will keep your temple clean and obey His commandments s saying, “Nay! You have to turn it on!” There ensued a conver-
that His Spirit can live in you always.” sation between the speaker and the child as they discussed how the

Aquila’s mother, Yvonne, and his sister, Cessaries, accompgb should be done. Eventually it was determined that one had to
nied by Aquila on his guitar, sang, “Glorify Thy Name In All the turn on the switch, prime the bubble, pull out the choke, pull the
Earth”. Elders Michael Jordison and Steven Smith, with Michagbroper cord, the one with the handle, often multiple times to get the
as spokesman, conferred the Holy Spirit upon Aquila. Brotheweed eater running, engage the cutting cord, and trim the grass
Rolfe asked for prayers for the new member of Christ’'s Church, aratound the tree.

4 persons responded with beautiful petitions on his behalf and on “I've done that,” the speaker announced. “Now, is all done?”
behalf of the congregation in it's role as the family of Christ of‘Nay!” came from the audience. “There are one hundred thirty six
which Aquila had chosen to become a member. Sue Beck sangmbre trees!” (After the service a young elder who had recently
our need to worship God even “as the deer panteth after water”, apassed his examinations to become a Certified Public Accountant
Elder Steven Smith gave the ministry of preaching. informed our speaker, “At 5 minutes per tree, that's 11 hours and
The Holy Spirit: a Tool, Not a Trophy* twenty minutes of work!” obviously applying the analogy to his

Brother Smith announced first that it was his intention to useninistry using the tools of his new profession.)
five scriptures. When we heard the fifth, we would know that the  “That sounds like a lot of commandments!” Our speaker
sermon was near its end. The first one is found in 2 Nephi 13:24-28mmented. “Do | have to do them all? Couldn’t | get the grass

“For the gate by which ye should enter is repentance arttimmed if | did just part of what you have told me to do -- maybe
baptism by water: and then cometh a remission of your sins by firéQ percent?” The answer was obvious and there was a vigorous
and by the Holy Ghost. And then are ye in this strait and narrow patihaking of heads throughout the room
which leads to eternal life; yea, ye have entered in by the gate; ye For the work to be done satisfactorily, it had to be done in a
have done according to the commandments of the Father and twnmpetent manner. Steven told of his having tried to help his father-
Son; And ye have received the Holy Ghost, which witnesses of thie-law trim the grass along his sidewalk. His father-in-law could do
Father and the Son, unto the fulfilling of the promise which he hatit so it looked as if the green grass naturally grew just to the
made, that if ye enter in by the way, ye should receive. sidewalk. Steven allowed the trimmer to make a wavy line that

“And now, my beloved brethren, after ye have gotten into thisouched the soil and burned some of the grass along the way making
strait and narrow path, | would ask, if all is done? Behold, | say untan unsightly brown and green pattern along the walk. His father-in-
you, Nay; for ye have not come thus far, save it were by the wotdw no longer allows him to use his weed eater! “It takes practice to
of Christ, with unshaken faith in him, relying wholly upon theuse a weed eater to cut the grass and not to sear the soil.” Steven
merits of him who is mighty to save;” declared, “just as it takes practice to use the Holy Spirit in the way

Our speaker then announced that he had grass growing und&wd intended.”
his trees, one hundred and thirty seven of them, that he needed to This process, Brother Smith likened to the presence of the Holy
somehow get trimmed -- without using his teeth, he added fac&pirit in Aquila’s life and in ours. “You can hold up the presence
tiously; and he asked his audience to tell him how he should do @f the Holy Spirit in your life as a trophy or you can use it,” he
He noted that cows could do it, butthey made a mess. Someone sdek;lared. And if you use it, there are certain commandments, like
“Mow it.”, but it had already been mowed. This grass was too closthe steps in getting the weed eater operating and getting the grass
to the trees to be mowed with a mower. There was response frarmimmed around, not just one, but one hundred and thirty seven
adults and children alike as it was determined first that he needeées.

a weed eater. “How do | get a weed eater?” he asked. $109 from The Fruit the Spirit Bears
Sears store was the response. Immediately he declared, “Now | Elder Smith’s second scripture describes some of the fruit of
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the Spirit that results and must be evident if the Spirit is to do iﬁlﬁ?eunion, “For be.ho"?" the field is Wh.ite aIrea_dy tq har.vest, a}nd lo,
work. Galatians 5:22-23 says, “But the fruit of the Spiritis love, joy) e that thrusteth in his weed eater (sickle), with his might bringeth

peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, téml_vatlon to his soul.

perance; against such there is no law.” Steven briefly spoke of these .

characteristics that identify one using the Holy Spirit, not letting it

hang as a trophy on the record of our lives. To be without one, he Ca”ed TO Be A Wltness

said, is like having a weed eater without a motor. Elder Norman Nelson introduced his sermon reading: “From

And when the Holy Spirit is in use in our lives, there are manyhe fourth book of Nephi (1:17-19): ‘And it came to pass that there
ways in which that Spirit is manifest. Many of these Paul listed imvas no contention in all the land, because of the love of God which
his first Corinthian letter, 1 Cor. 12:4-11. “Now there are diversitieslid dwell in the hearts of the people. And there were no envyings,
of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administor strifes, nor tumults, nor whoredoms, nor lyings, nor murders,
trations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operationspr any manner of lasciviousness. And surely there could not be a
butitis the same God which worketh all in all. But the manifestatiohappier people among all the people who had been created by the
ofthe Spiritis given to every man to profit withal. For to one is giverhand of God: ... .”
by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge  Rob Rolfe sang the last 15 verses of the seventh chapter of
by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to anothéuke, the story the woman who anointed Jesus’ feet and wiped his
the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working dieet with her hair, as told by Simon, the host of the day. Each verse
miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; teclared Christ’s view of the matter, “The depths of God'’s forgive-
another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation oessisdeeperthanthe sea, and no matter how you think of her, she’s
tongues; But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spitiieautiful to me.” (Elder Nelson later referred to the song in his
dividing to every man severally as he will.” sermon.)

It was at this point that Elder Smith reminded us that there is  “This is an awesome thing to try to do today - to try to tell all
need for us to continually remember that grass will grow agaiof you what needs to happen. As | have studied and looked into the
under our trees and the job will have to be done over and over agdinings that we need to know, | think | will start out with a parable.
He noted that we often fail to accomplish all that we had determinegbme of you who have been here have heard this before. It's like
to do with the Spirit that has been bestowed upon us. Sometimes thés. We are going to study French. And so we go to the French class
hit our “weed eater” with a hammer or throw it in front of atruck andhe first day of class and meet the teacher. He gives us a bunch of
allow it to be damaged and we need to get it repaired or to gethiboks and says we are supposed to study these during this term, and
replaced. We sin and need to repent. For that reason, the Lord hassays, ‘I'll be in my office. You can come and talk to me any time.
instituted the Lord’s Supper to keep us remembering our covenanivould like to talk to you about it and help you learn.’
with Him, to renew that right Spirit within us. For that purpose we  “But there is a cheaper version of the book that synopsizes
are metthis day, to reaffirm our covenant and our willingness to liveverything in the book. So we don’t bother with the books he gives

in that Holy Spirit. us. We really don't have time, or want to take time, to go talk to the
We Reaffirm Our Wilingness to Live In The holy Spirit teacher and learn what he wants us to know. Comes the last day of
Doctrine and Covenants 17:22d was scripture number four falass. We have never gone to class, but when we look at the final
the day. exam, it's French! But what do we want? We all want the A, don’t

"0 God, the eternal Father, we ask thee in the name of thy Seve, for that beautiful class we signed up for and didn’t take?
Jesus Christ, to bless and sanctify this bread to the souls of all those “That’'s exactly like what we are. We signed up to be Chris-
who partake of it, that they may eat in remembrance of the body tiéns, but we never look at His books, or very seldom. We never go
thy Son, and witness unto thee, O God, the eternal Father, that theyHim in prayer and ask for His help, or at least very seldom, and
are willing to take upon them the name of thy Son, and alwayse want to enter Celestial Glory. If we did, we would be most
remember him and keep his commandments which he has giveriserable -- a lot more miserable than we are if we are sent to hell.
them, that they may always have his Spirit to be with them. Amenlt’'s time we wake up, begin reading His books, begin going to Him

Scripture number 5 was Mark 10:15-18: “And when he wasn prayer, and doing exactly like the Patriarchs have asked us to do.
gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled &udy - they said a minimum of two hours a week. You better put
him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall | do that | may inheiiitto ten! They have asked us to pray, not a thirty second prayer, but
eternal life? And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good@al prayer in which you begin to ask God to forgive you, to help you
None is good but one, that is God. Thou knowest the commanbdecome the people He wants us to be. The promise is that if we do
ments, Do not commit adultery; Do not kill; Do not steal; Do nothat, we can have eternal life, the Kingdom of God. We can be His
bear false witness; Defraud not; Honor thy father and mother. Argbns and daughters. How in the world can you ever enjoy being with
the man answered and said unto him, Master, all these havé&bd who created everything, the sun and the moon, the stars, all of
observed from my youth.” This young man had done all these thingseation, all of humanity, if you don’t know Him - if you haven'’t
since his youth. He was evidently a righteous young man, yet thesaudied Him - if you haven’t talked with Him - if you haven't tried
was more. He was just ready for the real work his Master had féo be His people?
him, and he turned away from it saddened. God Has A Plan

We were challenged to learn to use the tool Jesus had placed in “God has a plan. He started out with a plan, didn't he? And |
our lives, that gift of the Holy Spirit bestowed on all those whahink you all know His plan. In the first place He created you and
repent and are baptized in His name by water and by the laying ore and every other soul on the face of the universe, and He asks us
of His Priesthood'’s hands. “Go,” Steven paraphrased the scriptut@love each other and take care of each other, if we want to be with
that has been so recently brought to our minds by the musical at tHem, because that’s what He does. Remember He said, ‘This is My
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work and My glory to bring to pass the eternal life of man.’ to all kinds of evil if you don’t actively practice the things that lead

“Now there are several here who have been called to specigu to the kingdom of God.
duties in His kingdom, several who will be called if you qualify and God’s Plan Revealed by Angels
do the things that we are talking about now - if you study and pray “Adam learned about God’s plan when angels were sentto him
and try to be His children. None are excused from this duty. If yoto minister to him. He was told (Genesis 6:51-71), “But God hath
think because you go someplace else and do something else, Goalde known unto our fathers, that all men must repent. And he
will forgive you and forget that you made a promise. God will nevecalled upon our father Adam, by his own voice, saying, | am God,
forget the promise that you have made to Him. You may forget, buimade the world, and men before they were in the flesh. And he also
He will never forget any time you have made a promise to be pastid unto him, If thou wilt, turn unto me and hearken unto my voice,
of His Kingdom. Don’t ever think He will ever forget. You are going and believe, and repent of all thy transgressions, and be baptized,
to be judged, and | am going to be judged, out of these books. Végen in water, in the name of mine Only Begotten Son, who is full
had better know what they say! And you are not excused for nof grace and truth, which is Jesus Christ, the only name which shall
reading them. You are not excused from not asking Him to show ydae given under heaven, whereby salvation shall come unto the
what's in them. You either do it or you are out among the wickecthildren of men; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,
And only those who have not had the chance to know these thingsking all things in his name, and whatsoever ye shall ask it shall
are excused. You have all had a chance. You have the opportunibe given you. ... . For, by the water ye keep the commandment; by
It is here before you. Use it or lose it! the Spirit ye are justified; and by the blood ye are sanctified.

“Not only will this happen, but if you don’t study and pray and ~ “And, behold, all things have their likeness; and all things are
prepare yourself, you will forget everything you ever knew pertainereated and made to bear record of me; both things which are
ing to His kingdom. If you don’t continue to learn, you will forget temporal, and things which are spiritual; things which are in the
everything you ever knew. When | was young, | took piano lessorigeavens above, and things which are on the earth, and things which
and | played fairly well, but now all I can do is one finger at a timeare in the earth, and things which are under the earth, both above
because | haven't used it. The same is true of the scripture and evand beneath, all things bear record of me. ..
thing pertaining to God’s kingdom. If you don’t use it, you lose it. ~ “And the Spirit of God descended upon him, and thus he was
It's gone, and you are unable to remember what you need to kndxern of the Spirit, and became quickened in the inner man. And he
to be his children. heard a voice out of heaven, saying, Thou art baptized with fire and

“Inthe beginning God created you and me and every other sowith the Holy Ghost; this is the record of the Father and the Son,
in the universe. Our scriptures only tell us about this earth, but Heom henceforth and forever; And thou art after the order of him
says there are many worlds and many earths and many other soumt® was without beginning of days or end of years, from all eternity
beside those here. In Genesis we read about Adam and Eve and#lall eternity. Behold, thou art one in me, a son of God; and thus
talks about man, and man is plural. Male and female created | themay all become my sons.” That's God’s plan for you. Come to Me.
man! All of those people who are trying to say God is some sort &e baptized. Keep My commandments.

a female or something else, itain’t so! God is our father. He is God. “This is from Deuteronomy 10:12-16: “And now, Israel, what

He is not something else. They can’t make something else out d@bth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God,

Him. He is the great | AM, and Jesus Christ is His Son, and throudb walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the Lord thy

Jesus Christ God created all of this world and everything here. Ar@glod with all thy heart and with all thy soul, To keep the command-

if we try to make Jesus Christ into something else, we are along withents of the Lord, and his statutes, which | command thee this day

Satan. for thy good? Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the
Satan Has A Plan Lord's thy God, the earth also, with all that therein is. Only the Lord

“And |, the Lord God, spake unto Moses, saying, That Satahad a delight in thy fathers to love them, and he chose their seed
whom thou hast commanded in the name of mine Only Begotten,agter them, even you above all people, as it is this day. Circumcise
the same which was from the beginning; And he came before miherefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiff-necked.”
saying, Behold I, send me, | will be thy Son, and | will redeem all Your Calling
mankind, that one soul shall not be lost, and surely | will do it;  “That wasn't just given to Israel back there. That is given to
wherefore, give me thine honor. But behold, my beloved Son, whicjou today. You are here where you are in this church because you
was my beloved and chosen from the beginning, said unto mate a chosen people. What are you chosen for? What was Israel
Father, thy will be done, and the glory be thine forever. chosen for? What did they think they were chosen for? ‘We are the

“Wherefore, because that Satan rebelled against me, and sougbly ones of Israel! We can’t do anything wrong!” Wrong! You are
to destroy the agency of man, which [, the Lord God, had given hinghosen to spread the word that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the
and also that | should give unto him mine own power; by the powéiving God! Unless you have that testimony, you can’t give it away.
of mine Only Begotten | caused that he should be cast down; andYieu can’t spread it. You must find that testimony that Jesus is the
became Satan. Yea, even the devil, the father of all lies, to decei&rist, the Son of the living God. Unless you have it, you can’t give
and to blind men, and to lead them captive at his will, even as maityand that's what you are called to do. That is your calling. If you
as would not hearken unto my voice. are chosen, He has placed you here as very special witnesses for

“How can you hearken to the voice of God if you don’t everHim. You are a very special people with a very special calling - not
listen or try to understand Him. So you see, right from the beginningp say how wonderful we are, because we are not; but to spread the
if you are not actively engaged in doing God'’s will - in studying andvord that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God - that He
praying and doing the things He wants you to do, you are subjectltoves you, that He came and lived and died for you, and in the
the carnal, sensual and devilish things that Satan puts before us. Y@arden of Gethsemane ---. Let me go back a little bit.
are subject to anger. You are subject to sensuality. You are subject "When | was in Nigeria, | had an experience. | was talking to
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a group of so-called patriarchs, and one of them asked me, ‘Wilaynd make it possible for you to become a son like Him to be present
did Jesus sin in the Garden of Gethsemane?’ | didn’t know, andnlith the Father and be able to enjoy His presence. If we keep our
said, ‘Well, He didn’t. Then God'’s Spirit came and said, “You thinkdirty stained robes on us, we can’t possibly enjoy being with God
| was afraid to die on the cross, and you are wrong! The reasoinlour filthy condition. We have to be better than that!
sweat great drops of blood in the Garden of Gethsemane was “You have to have an experience something like Joseph and
because | knew the pain it would cause me to have to be separa8dney did. In Section 76 of the Doctrine and Covenants verses 2-
from My Father in order to take on Me your sins if you repent.’ “I3h: ‘For thus saith the Lord, I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious
knew the pain it would cause me to have to be separated from Myto those who fear me, and delight to honor those who serve me
Father to take upon me, your sins if you repent’, our speakér righteousness and in truth unto the end; ... for by my Spirit will
repeated. “And that's what He came into the world to do - to live anidenlighten them, and by my power will | make known unto them the
to die. The cross was not the pain. It was the separation from Gagkcrets of my will; yea, even those things which eye has not seen,
Our consciences are sealed with a hotiron. We don't realize the paiar ear heard, nor yet entered into the heart of man.
of being separated from our Father, and it's time we began to learn “We, Joseph Smith, Jr., and Sidney Rigdon, being in the Spirit
what that pain really is - how serious it is to be separated from Hiiwn the sixteenth of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand
- not to be His children - not to be really spending our entire livesight hundred and thirty-two, by the power of the Spirit our eyes
living for Him to be with Him for eternity. were opened, and our understandings were enlightened, so as to see
“He’s the creator. He can't stand sin at all. Christ is ourand understand the things of God; .. and we beheld the glory of the
advocate with the Father. He will take upon Him our sins if weSon, on the right hand of the Father, and received of his fullness; and
repent - if we do the things he has asked - if we keep Hisaw the holy angels, and they who are sanctified before his throne,
commandments. He will do that for us. That's how great His lovevorshiping God and the Lamb, who worship him for ever and ever.
is for us. But you have to do your part. You see, He said, ‘I willsave  “And, now, after the many testimonies which have been given
all who will.” The people who reject Him, He can’t do anything of him, this is the testimony, last of all, which we give of him, that
about. He can take upon Him the sins of those who come and repéatlives; for we saw him, even on the right hand of God; and we
and keep His commandments. They're the only ones He can saheard the voice bearing record that he is the Only Begotten of the
“You see, Satan said, ‘I'll save everybody! Nobody will be Father; that by him, and through him, and of him, the worlds are and
lost!” How can you make a friend - How can you be a friend if youwere created; and the inhabitants thereof are begotten sons and
are made to doit- If somebody says, ‘You either be good to this maaughters unto God.” You can and must have that experience.
or I willkill you.” Well, that's not what God wants. He says, ‘| want Otherwise you cannot testify. You cannot bear record of those
all those who will keep my commandments - who will learn, whahings He wants you to bear record of and to know.
will decide they want to love Me and want to be with Me. If you  “Well, we have talked about a lot of things. What happened
don'tdo that, you are not His kingdom - you are not His people. Yotoday? Christ says, ‘My part is to redeem you and bring salvation
have to wantto, and do your best to become, His sons and daughtergou if you will. He says, ‘Your part is to follow Me and to keep
if you are going to be in His Kingdom. My commandments, to preach the Kingdom of God and repentance
From Psalms 24:1-6: ‘The earth is the Lord's, and the fullnegs all people. When are we going to start? Next week? Next year?
thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. For he hath founde@r are you going to start now? If you don't start now, you will never
it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods. Who shathrt. Thisis our day. Thisis our day of probation. Either we get busy
ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in his holy placeghd do the work, or our probation is over and we are out. That's your
He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted cipoice.
his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the

blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his :
salvation. This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy S I aVES By C h O | Ce
face, O Jacob. . Moroni 7:9-14 was read by Elder Michael Jordison as he began
“ . f‘ fe"cond Tes:;:non¥ hat h d .his message July 18, 2004. “For behold, a bitter fountain can not
' amgoing to tell you another s ory that happened to me !%ringforth good water; neither can a good fountain bring forth bitter
Nigeria. One night a group of us were there f”md we were n.ot be'Water; wherefore a man being a servant of the devil, can not follow
able to do what we wanted to do. We were just sort of being keeth :

a: ‘L?ﬁk' W?fr,]?/\\lle these m;h Arl?elr::cgns Vé'lth tus a.nc.j ;/ve \ganti]%herefore, all things which are good, cometh of God; and that
showihem ofl.-YWVe were not really being able 1o MinISter. SO e y;qp, is evil, cometh of the devil; for the devil is an enemy unto

zix of USI h‘;? adprayerlservice. ﬁ(fter (tjhat servi(?de that gighg : had(?od, and fighteth against him continually, and inviteth and enticeth
trea}m. ? . ef re?m,Txvas \I/va tlng LOde av(\;|He roqd ag ca sin, and to do that which is evil continually. But behold, that
0 afountain otwater. There 'metmy +-ord, andrie said, .0me anf,;ep, js of God, inviteth and enticeth to do good continually;

drink fTee'y-' (There Is no mistaking .the Lord when you see Hirnwherefore, everything which inviteth and enticeth to do good, and
There is a feeling of peace and serenity. Words are unable to eXPIESS e God. and to serve him. is inspired of God

the feeling you have.) | was amazed because He didn't have on a “Wherefore take heed, my beloved brethren, that ye do not

white robe, until He showed me. That awful stained robe that '_ﬁﬁdge that which is evil to be of God, or that which is good and of

was wearing was mine! God, to be of the devil. For behold, my brethren, itis given unto you

:[‘Yotu Zeek,rHe \_/I\filll_|do thlfltt f:()r you if ygu atshk t if you reg}er:tr\; ifbto judge, that ye may know good from evil; and the way to judge is
)s/gﬂgrgbcc))uto H(Iasv\\//\:lll forgei\\;\g y:u res)i/r?: rl—r|?a vsil-l mzk\g(;/rgt?cr:lleai A% qas plain, that ye may know with a perfect knowledge, as the daylight
A ' j f h k night. F hold, th irit of Christ is gi
those things that aren’t good for His kingdom, He will take aw S from the dark night. For behold, the Spirit of Christ is given to

Sa)évery man, that they may know good from evil; wherefore | shew



unto you the way to judge: for everything which inviteth to do goodlt wasn’t a very exciting time as you can imagine. Often times,
and to persuade to believe in Christ, is sent forth by the power abécause women were taken as well, there would be babies born on
gift of Christ; ... ." the voyage. Can you women imagine trying to have a baby while
“A man being a servant of the devil cannot follow Christ,”chained in a space only 2 _feet high? | don't believe that would be
Brother Jordison declared. “And if he follow Christ, he cannot b&ery comfortable. Iffact, it would be downright awful. Some of the
a servant of the devil. This is something that has been on my micdptains chose to keep the babies, thinking of another “piece of
lately. I'd like to start off this morning sharing about a man who livecargo’ to sell in the Americas. But often times the babies were
a long time ago named John Newton. Most all of you are familianerely thrown overboard to drown in the depths of the ocean.
with the hymn, Amazing Grace, and that is just one of hundreds of “After eight weeks of strenuous conditions on both the crew
hymns that John Newton wrote. and captives, they arrived in the Americas. The slaves were sold to
“John was born in London, England in 1725. His mother wathe highest bidders. Native goods were then loaded on the ships,
a devout Christian and she raised John to be a minister. She taughich sailed for European ports to sell for yet more profit. Then the
him scriptures from the Bible and Latin, a language he would neeghips would set sail once again South along the coast of Africa
to know in order to enter into the ministry at that time. But John’svhere yet another fresh supply of captive Africans awaited them,
father was a seaman, and his early life was torn between these taral they journey was repeated. That was the life that John Newton
professions: a minister of Christ or a man of the sea. When onéxperienced, | won’t say enjoyed, because it wasn't really a joy.
eleven years old, John went to sea with his father, and as you migkrd I find it kind of strange that after knowing what it was like to
guess, the sea won out. live as a slave, John Newton took to the profession of selling live
“John spent his early years sailing the ocean and when yeflash, even though the slave trade was not uncommon for most
teenager, he was taken captive by aruthless captain to Sierra Ledowilized’ folk of the day.
There he was made a slave and worked along side other slaves from “When he was about 23 years old, the ship that John was on,
parts of Africa. For over a year he lived the life of a slave, whenjast off the coast of Newfoundland, | believe, found itself in a
kinder man of the sea saw and freed him from his shackles. Anekrible storm. The waves came crashing in, knocking supplies and
thus he regained his liberty as a free man again. Because of pigvisions into the violent sea. Every man fought all night long to
captivity, he knew the experiences of slave. Now you would thinkeep the boat from capsizing. While he was engaged in this storm,
that he would have shied away from that whole business, but itiee words of his mother and the scriptures he had learned as a child
didn’t. Infact, John, eager to return to the life he knew at sea, signedme back to him. He thought, ‘If the Christian religion was true,
aboard a new ship and joined into the growing and vibrant slavew could God ever love and save me? How could God ever take
trade; although he was regarded as a ‘kinder and gentler’ slam back?’ knowing his life had not measured up to the faith he had
trader. He chose to refer to his captives as ‘men’ and ‘wometveen taught. That was the turning point in his life, he later wrote,
instead of ‘cargo’, the unfeeling term used by other traders.  yet he continued in the slave trade another six years. He always
“The life of a slave wasn’t what you would call exciting. Menthought back to that time, when he was delivered from death, and
would scour the villages off the Western coast of Africa cheaplye prayed that God would deliver him to a better, ‘a more humane
buying slaves from the various warring tribes, or taking villagergrofession’.
captive themselves. They would gather men, women and children “Six years from that time, John Newton became illand decided
near the shore and wait until one of the slave ships sailed by, th&ncall it quits. A captain of his own ship at that time, he sold it and
sell them for the highest price they could obtain. The slave tradetsok to working in the harbor. On the very next voyage, his former
then hauled them to their ships and placed them in the hold bel®hip was capsized in a storm; washing the entire crew overboard to
the main deck. their deaths. And thus the Lord spared John Newton, through an
“Now the hold in many of the ships at that time was approxiiliness that caused him to quit that inhumane profession.
mately 5 feet high; so the slaves (many who were quite tall) had orflyell for the next few years, there was some pretty heavy preaching
5 feet in which to stand and move for the approximate eight weekming on by the likes of George Whitefield and John Wesley.
that it took to sail across the Atlantic. Some of the slave traderslewton took courage at the words they were preaching and felt that
called ‘tight-packers’, were not as ‘kind’ to their ‘cargo’. They he was called into the ministry. So after a few years, he became a
would place a platform midway up in the hold so that they could fiininister, a poet and a composer of hymns, the part which most of
almost twice the number of slaves. Many slaves died from varioy®u are familiar with. He died in 1807, and wrote his own epitaph.
elements on the voyage, so the traders wanted to make sure theylgotads thus,
to their destination with a profitable number of the living to make
up for the losses. ‘John Newton, Clerk.
“Can you imagine being stuck in a space only 2 _ feet high fa®nce an infidel and libertine,
eight weeks” Brother Jordison asked. “The only time they would\ servant of slaves in Africa,
be allowed above the deck was to occasionally get some fresh aiMyas by the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
if one of the slaves died. Preserved, restored, pardoned,
“In the beginning of the slave trade, while the prisoners werédnd appointed to preach the faith he
boarding the ship or sailing, many of them jumped overboardiad long laboured to destroy...’
choosing to perish in the water rather than live in bondage. So the
captains took chains and bound their wrists and ankles, and then “While he lived, he had painted in wood above the mantle of
chained them to the next captive. So when one died, the rest woiig fireplace, ‘And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman
have to sit next to the decaying body until the whole group was the land of Egypt, and the Lord thy God redeemed thee.’
taken above deck while the hold was flushed of the disease and fil{flReuteronomy 15:15) He was raised to be a Christian, chose the life
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of an infidel, became a slave , became the master of slaves, dnek through the blood of Christ, we swerve Jesus. As Paul said to
finally became a minister of the Gospel. the Galatian Saints (Gal. 1:20), ‘For do | now please men, or God?
Bought with a Price Or do | seek to please men? For if | yet pleased men, | should not
“Has anybody here had a life like that? Has anybody here evbe the servant of Christ'.
been a slave? Is any of you a slave right now? Every single one of “A little over 4 years ago now, we attended the first Family
us should have our hand up. We have all been slaves, and we Elissionary Reunion. Julia and | both had a really good experience
all still slaves.” at that reunion (having Patriarchal Blessings given to us among
Brother Jordison began to quote the introductions to some other things). But | was talking with Julia a few weeks ago and |
the letters the early Apostles wrote as recorded in the Biblasked, ‘since that first reunion has anything in our lives really
“James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ’. Simarhanged? Are we greatly different than we were four years ago?
Peter, a servant and an apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ’. Jude, #re we personally any closer to Zion? Are we closer to keeping
servant of God, called of Jesus Christ’. The revelation of John,@God’s commandments — doing His will? Are we any freer from
servant of God, which was given unto him of Jesus Christ’. Paul arghbylon — what we call Babylon (the world) — freer from wicked-
Sylvanus and Timotheus, servants of God the Father and the Lardss?’ Her answer and mine were both ‘No’. We aren’t different
Jesus Christ’. Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christthe way that we need to be. Circumstances have changed, and
This is how these men chose to begin their letters, and now | wamtiorities have changed somewhat. We have had some good
you to compare that to Paul’s greeting to Philemon and his brethremperiences with the Lord, and have a greater zeal for the Gospel.
in the church. He says to Philemon, ‘Paul, a prisoner of Jes@aut good experiences don’t necessarily make us change in the way
Christ'. In this instance, instead of the usual calling as a servantthfat I'm talking about. Real intimacy with the Lord Jesus Christ
Jesus Christ, Paul likens himself to a prisoner of Jesus Christ. Havegins with obedience on a whole greater level than we (and
you ever thought about that? Does that make sense to you? In fpethaps many others) are aspiring to. There has to be something
in Ephesians, Paul goes onto say that he is ‘an ambassador in borad&r a great experience that makes the change. Why weren’t we
(Ephesians 6:20). Often we think of ‘bonds’ as some kind ofhanging?
kinship or something of that nature. Butif you look thisup, in Greek | thought about that, and | came up with a couple of questions
the word is ‘halysis’. The word that Paul chose to use mearie ask myself. The first, ‘Who am | serving?’ And the second,
‘chained, a state ofimprisonment’. In fact as he goes on, if you reddow am | serving?’ Jesus Was made to be our Lord and Master.
most of his letters, most of his references to being a bondsmaniahouldn’t say that He was made to be; He is our Lord and Master.
Jesus Christ refer to being imprisoned or shackled or chained ltte doesn't just want to be, He is. There is no choice about it. We
something. can either choose to treat His as Lord and Master, or we can choose
Did Paul really mean that being in the service of Jesus Chrigh treat Satan as our Lord and Master. A master is someone who has
is like being a prisoner? That's not what | thought. Jesus camepower and authority over a slave. 1 don’t know about you, but | find
set the prisoners free. That was included in what we discussedtire idea repulsive to be a slave or a prisoner. In fact, | wore my
class last week when we talked about Jesus’ reading in the temppatriotic tie today (American flags) to remind me of the liberty that
‘The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord hattvas given to us with the birth of this nation — because we were
anointed me to preach good tidings to the meek; he hath sent métought up to be free from the rule of tyrants and those who would
bind the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and tlexercise power and authority over us —to bee free men. (The Book
opening of the prison to them that are bound...’ (Isaiah 61:1). Thaf Mormon talks about the freemen as well.) It's hard for me to
sounds to me like Jesus came to set us free — not to make ammsider that being completely submissive to anything can be a
prisoners. That's what | thought; so Paul must be wrong here. H@od thing. But still, after everything my head tells me, | think that
ways in his letter to the Saints at Corinth, ‘For he that is called in tHeaul had it right, that we are prisoners of Jesus Christ. We were born
Lord, being a servant, is the Lord’s freeman...” “Set us free”free men, just like the men and women of Africa a few years ago.

Michael interjected, then continued, ‘...likewise also he that iSatan, the slave trader came and captured us, and brought us across
called, being free, is Christ's servant. Ye are bought with a pricéhe sea of distress and anguish. And Jesus was at the other side
be ye not the servants of men.’ (1 Cor. 7:22-23). where He bought each one of us. With our purchase we were made

“What did he mean when he refereed to us as servants? If yfree from the evil slave trader. We weren't set free. We were made
look that us as well, you'll find that the Greek for servant here ifree from Satan’s bondage, and we were to become slaves to do
doublos. It's meaning: ‘a slave, owned as a possession by a fréarist’s will.
man, one who is of lower social status than a free man.” Jesus, of “Well, just because we have been bought by Jesus Christ
course is the slave buyer who purchased the slaves from tHeesn’t mean that we have to stay with Him. We can choose to go
slaveholder, Satan. The price that He paid was His life, and Hizck to our old master and serve Satan. It's not a free ticket, that
scars are the receipt of purchase that He carries with Him foreveve’ll never have to think about who we’ll serve again. |It's

Which Master Do You Choose? something that we have to choose to do. But when we run away

“In Matthew 6:24, Jesus taught His disciples that you canndtom Jesus, unlike from the ruthless slave holders, we don’t have to
serve two masters, for he will either ‘hate the one, and love theorry about being beat, starved or even killed sometimes. Jesus
other; or else he will hold to the one and despise the other. Ye cancbboses instead to let the rewards of serving our old master be our
serve God and Mammon’, or God and the world — God and Satgmunishment. When we serve Satan we reap his reward. That's
| think that Jesus was telling His disciples, and us today, that thepeinishment enough!
are only two master in this world. There is Jesus and there is Satan, Our Disposition to Do Evil Broken By Love
and we cannot serve them both at the same time. When we were “How does a slave learn submission? A slave thatis bound by
under the bondage of sin, we served Satan. Now that we are matdtelence and fear is beaten. He or she is scared — afraid to do

7



anything contrary to what her master decrees. And after they halme it? Do we love serving Him more than we love serving
been brought down so low for such a long time, they learn submiesurselves? Those seven or eight apostles who began their letters as
sion because they have no self respect, and often no realization gtioted, what was different about their lives? How were they able
self worth — having no liberty. They are humbled because their witb live such devoted lives — until their sometimes horrific deaths?
has been broken. We have been beaten low by the devil, and e we want to have lives like theirs? Do we desire the same
were made aware of our humble obedience to him through our firskperiences that they had — not just the men, but the women as well?
confession of faith...’l know that I'm a sinner’. And | believe that To me the matter is simple. We have to choose to serve God, instead
Jesus Christ wants the same thing for us, with a different twist. W& ourselves. We must becomes servants- slaves to our Master.
have been bought by Jesus, and when we were baptized in watémvas caught by our call to worship this morning (Alma 16:171-
fire and the Holy Ghost, a new chain was placed around us, one tiat3). Last week we had some LDS missionaries come to our house.
we willing chose to put on. And we were sealed his — bound t@ne of the questions asked me was, ‘Why are we here?’ So | said
swerve Him, with His proof of ownership on his hands and feet. Wieal quickly, ‘Adam fell that men might be, and men are that they
decided this. That was the ‘physical’ submission to Him, but themmight have joy’. That's why we’re here —to have joy —to know joy.

is another part of it that now comes up — the breaking of our will And so in our call to worship this morning it talks about this fruit.
our disposition to do evil — to sin. That's what has to be broken iNephi goes on to say that this fruit is ‘the most joyous to the soul.’
the heart of every believer. That's what needs to happen to mage it stands to reason that if we are to have joy, then shouldn't we
the change that | need in my life. | can have all the wonderfiget some of this fruit?

experiences in the world, but until my disposition to do wrong is  “So | wantyou to close your eyes. | wantyou to look outin your
broken, | cannot truly gain the prize. mind and see that tree. See it shining in all its glory and splendor

“Somebody recently asked me, ‘How do | change? You'rafar off. Butif you'lllook down, you'll see a path at your feet. This
telling what | need to change, but, really what do | need to be doimgath is straight and it's narrow and it leads directly to the tree. Now
so that | can change? Just give me the steps. Give me a formula.your mind, | want you to imagine closing your eyes, and with
There is no magic formula! There is no specifically magical patterpour eyes closed walk towards that tree. You're very unsure, very
that can do anything for us. The answer | believe is really vemynsteady. In fact, if you have one leg longer than the other you're
simple. The Lord is our Benevolent slave holder. We can eith@ventually going to start to veer off the path because you can't see
choose to serve Him or we can choose to serve ourselves, whiclttire tree or the path.
reality is serving the devil. Solomon wrote, ‘Let us hear the “Now keeping your eyes closed, in your mind open them.
conclusion of the whole matter; Fear God and keep His commanteok down and you'll see the path again. Now off to your left there
ments; for this is the whole duty of man.’ (Ecclesiastes 12:13) Wis this rod. | want you to reach over with your left hand and grab to
read that over and over again in the scriptures, ‘keep the commamded. You can feel the coolness of it, the solidness of it. It doesn’t
ments’. ‘Do My will." ‘Do what | say.” ‘When you do what | say, move at all. Now close your eyes in your mind again.. | want you
I am bound. When you do notwhat | say, you have no promise.’ Itt® start walking towards that tree again — holding onto that rod.
very simple, basically it's only a matter of choice. You're walking, walking, jogging, running, running...

“Yesterday morning | got up fairly early, called Sherman and  “Open your eyes. Did you realize that when you held that rod
said, ‘Want to go out for breakfast and a motorcycle ride?’ Novin your hand that you were bonded to it like a chain? And how easily
I've been having trouble sleeping at night, which makes it hard faand quickly you could get to the tree as long as your were holding
me to get up in the morning. You know though, it's interesting that bound to that rod. And this is the calling that each one of has as
when it's something | want to do, | don’t have any trouble gettingaints, to choose to do right, to bind ourselves — to become a
up in the morning and doing it. prisoner of Jesus Christ, willing subjecting ourselves to do His will

“What is it in your life that you choose to do? Are thereonly. A slave does only what his master says. Only be thankful that
compromising movies that you want to see —to serve yourself? Ayeur Master doesn’t beat you when you step out of line.
there certain designer clothes that you just have to wear — to serve

our desires? Are there books you're reading that do you no good :
)allt all? How about magazines or television shows? Perhaps it's The ReStoratlon Of the
hunting. | used to love getting up at 4:30 to go hunting. Wouldn't
it be great if | had the same desire to get up and study my scriptures G 0S pe I an d ApOStasy
at 4:30 every morning? Perhaps it's sports. Are sports the main
focus in your life? The list can go on and on, and is unique to every  Elder Gerald Bolingbroke brought us the message on Sunday,
individual. Many of things do not necessarily pull us downJuly 25. His sermon gave us insightinto the causes of apostasy, and
individually, but many of them have become distracting prioritiedt 9ave us hope for a time when there are those around us who no
in our lives that do not reflect the idea that Jesus is the Master of d@nger believe in the power that comes only from the word of God.
lives — directing all of our activities. The real question to asiBrother Bolingbroke began by reading from the Holy Scriptures: Il
ourselvesiis, ‘Are we serving God, or ourselves?’ This is somethingmothy 4:1-4 and from the Doctrine and Covenants Sec. 32:3.
that can, and | think should be, asked at every moment of decision Gerald and his wife recently visited his family in Idaho, where
in our lives. Thereis no and. There is only or. We cannot serve gh§ shared some gospel news with his three brothers. He remarked
and ourselves. that Idaho has been experienced unusual weather this year. It was

“That is unless, ourselves have been given completely up a§@0! in the evenings, as usual, but it was also rainy, making the
Christ s living in our place (Gal. 2:20). You know, true obediencderrain more green than normal. As Gerald began his message, he
to a master must be born out of love. Have you considered that? éormed the congregation that he would be talking about the
you love Jesus as your Master? Do you love doing His will? Do westoration gospel and apostasy.
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“It is not pleasant to consider that there is an apostasy, butitis “We know that there was a change in Peter and John for now
better to face facts than to ignore them. Atthe time of the Apostlethey were speaking with boldness. It was a great experience for
they were concerned about apostasy creeping into their religiof®ter to feel the Spirit of God surging through him.
practices. In any age there is a chance of apostasy. Our Heavenly “Peter and Paul both knew of the successive apostasies of the
Father continues to want people to respond to him and take fydast. And both of them knew of the Apostasy which was to follow
advantage of the opportunities of the Gospel. But because of stheir ministry.
which the people obeyed, they went into apostasy. The Apostles “The Apostle John outlived Peter and Paul and all the other
knew that apostasy was coming, and foretold it. Every one of theapostles. Before the end of his life, the beginnings of apostasy were
had three facts in mind. The present fact of the truth committed tbearly apparent. He was required to write to the seven churches of
them, the coming of the apostasy, and the final fact of the triunAsia, chiding them for the loss of their first love, and he told them
phant return of the Lord Jesus Christ. Peter, John, and Paul edlcht they were luke warm. He was shown by God what was to take
bore witness of these facts. placeinthe future. He saidin Rev 14:6.,7, ‘And | saw another angel

“Peter and John were on their way to the temple not long aftélly in the midst of heaven having the everlasting gospel to preach
the day of Pentecost. They came on a maimed man sitting besigtigo them that dwell on the Earth, and to every nation, and kindred,
the Gate Bountiful, asking for alms. The lame man had nevemd tongue, and people. Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and
walked, and there was no power within him by which he could leargive glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come; and worship
to walk. Friends had done all they could for him, but he had lostim that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of
hope. All that he asked was help in carrying on his meagevater.’
existence. But, when Peter and John saw him, the love of Jesus was “We know of the restoration of the Gospel in these latter days
manifest in power when Peter said, ‘Silver and gold have | none, by the Prophet Joseph Smith Jr. We also know of an apostasy in our
in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” Thaay in our Church. We also know among other churches that many
people around them were amazed when he got up and walked. Peter believing in the wrong things. One thing they are believing
used the occasion to tell them of the true story of the crucifixionwrong is evolution which makes them not believe in Genesis.
They needed to repent and be converted, to expect great things from “I recently got a book by Fazali Rana and Hugh Ross entitled
God. Then Peter reached beyond the present told them of a fut@eigins of Life. In this book the authors tell of the conversion of
time when there would be a restitution of all things. Acts 3:19-2®ana, a Moslem. His father was a Moslem but not a strict adherent
tells us, ‘Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins miaylslam. He read the Qur'an every day and carried a prayer book
be blotted out, when the time of refreshing shall come from theith him wherever he went, and his Mother was a non-practicing
presence of the Lord: And he shall send Jesus Christ, which befd@atholic. They agreed to not discuss religion.
was preached unto you, whom ye have crucified; Whom the “They provided for a sound ethical upbringing for his brother
heavens must receive until the times of the restitution of all thingend him, but they agreed to disagree on religious matters. As a
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets singsung person, he never disbelieved in God, he just never considered
the world began. For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A Proph&od in anything he did. His parents considered any grade lower
shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like untdhan an A a failure. His father was a nuclear Physicist, and worked
me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto yaun.private industry and as a University professor. His mother earned
And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear thategrees in math, physics, and education. At West Virginia State
prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people. Yea, and all tBellege, he discovered his passion for chemistry and biochemistry.
prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as hade embraced the evolutionary paradigm and looked up to his
spoken, have likewise foretold of these days. Ye are the childrenpfofessors which were strong evolutionists. The men and women
the prophets, and the covenant which God made with our fathersho he most admired taught him to reject supernatural explanations
saying unto Abraham, And in thy Seed shall all of the kindreds dbr the world.
the earth be blessed. Unto you first God, having raised up his Son “Before attending graduate studies at Ohio University he met
Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you fromyoung woman named Amy, and they became engaged. During
his iniquities.’ this time, Amy began to take her Christian faith seriously. He

“After this the priests, and the captain of the temple, and thaccepted her decision to pursue religion. He didn’t accept the
Sadducees came to them. They were grieved that they taught thediefs she shared with him. But, before Amy and he were married,
people and told them of the resurrection of Jesus. It was natlve pastor who officiated at their wedding challenged his pride as
evening and about five thousand men had believed the apostlascientist. The pastor persuaded him to read the Bible by reasoning
The priests and those that were with them put their hands upon tiiat a scientist should be willing to seek truth no matter where it
apostles and held them until the next day. Then Annas, the highay be found and to follow wherever it leads. For the first time in
priest, and John, Alexander, and their friends were gatherdis life, he seriously read and contemplated the Bible. By now he
together in Jerusalem. They set Peter and John in their midst amds in his graduate studies, and each evening he sat down at his lab
asked them by what power they had done this. Peter answerbeénch and read scripture. After paging through the Bible, he settled
filled with the holy Ghost, and told them about Jesus Christ. Theyn Matthew. The Christmas story piqued his interest because he had
were amazed at the boldness of Peter and John. The priests kimeaver before read firsthand from the Gospels about Christ’s birth.
that the apostles were unlearned and ignorant men that had been “Ranathen moved on to the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus
with Jesus. The man that was healed was standing before themasiononished his disciples to avoid a superficial appearance of
the priests could not say anything against the apostles. Peter gymbdness, and challenged them to pursue right attitudes as well as
John prayed, and the people were all filled with the Holy Ghost, antght behavior.
they spoke the word of God with boldness. “He also said that the way Jesus taught---His authority and



revolutionary message---amazed him. Shortly after this, which he “Another thing that supports the Restoration is what | heard at
acknowledged as supernatural insight, he recognized Jesus Chreinion in Neil Simmon's class. It was the class on Joseph Smith,
as the Son of God. Jr., a Prophet of the 21 Century. In this class Neil discusses special
“Rana recognized also that the inside of a cell was a creatigelativity. Special relativity works when bodies move close to the
from God. He found that Genesis, Chapter 1, seemed to squaeed of light. Newtonian physics works for low velocities. When
generally with the scientific record of Earth’s and life’s history. Hea body gets near the speed of light three things happen. First, mass
also was motivated to undertake a serious relationship betwesmtreases and second, lengths, in the direction of motion, shorten.
science and the Bible. This pursuit connected him with astronom@&ime becomes longer. A clock on a ship moving near the speed of
Hugh Ross. A few years ago, he started working with Hugh Rogigiht may tick two seconds on the ship, but on Earth years may go
at Reasons to Believe (RTB). This interdenominational organizdsy. Some particles are moving so fast that they can cross the galaxy
tion provides research and teaching on the harmony of Godis 18 minutes according to their time. Light moves at the speed of
revelation in the words of the Bible and the facts of nature. Anlight. When anything moves at the speed of light, time will stop. Or,
now Rana combined Hugh Ross’s astrophysics and his biochemédt time is before the photon, the particle of light. Joseph Smith, Jr.
try research to produce the book Origin’s of Life. was a prophet who received Section 85 of the Doctrine and
“Brother Bolingbroke shared some of the detailed informatiorCovenants by revelation from God. In this revelation we have the
from one chapter in the book. The chapter talked about theords that Christ is in the light of the sun and the moon and the
appearance of early life. Shark Bay is located seven hundred mileswer by which they were made. The light which enters our eyes
north of Perth along Australia’s desolate west coast. It has comedalightens our minds and proceeds from God to fill the immensity
symbolize the wonders of the origin of life. The hypersalineof space. We can see from this revelation that the concepts which
conditions of Shark Bay's lagoon make it unfit for most life. God was presenting to the Church through Joseph Smith were
Stromatolites pepper the Bay's shoreline water. Atfirst glance theashead of his time. Christ was in the light and is a body of light.
look like dome shaped rocks. However, with closer inspection dChrist and God have all time before them. They see all aspects of
the layers, observation reveals that the rocks are teeming with lifiife at the same time. They are outside the realm of time as we know
The dome shaped rocks were produced by cyanobacteria (blut-
green algae). “I would now like to tell the story of Abbie Frye entitled
“Scientists have dated the rocklike fossil structures and conmf®repared for His Gospel.” Abbie was raised in the Catholic
up with a date of 3.4 and 3.5 billion years. Scientists have athurch. She tells of how as a child, God had prepared her for
abundance of evidence that large asteroids and comets pummededepting the true church. The first thing she learned as a child was
the entire inner solar system. The Moon, Mars, Earth, Venus, atftat Christ would come again. She could not wait for Christto come
Mercury show evidence of this cratering, between 4.5 and 3&gain so she could see Him face to face. But she was terrified that
billion years ago. The cratering intensity declined exponentiallywhen Christ would come, He would not know her. The second
throughout this era except for a brief episode known as the latking she learned was by reading Genesis 49:22: ‘Joseph is a
heavy bombardmentthat occurred between 3.8 and 3.9 billion yedrsitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well, whose branches run
ago. This sterilization event would have prevented any life frorover the wall.” And Isaiah 18:1: ‘Woe to the land shadowing with
forming. No liquid water or solid rocks would have existed becauseings.” She pondered while she was growing up what these two
the water would have evaporated and the solid rocks would hasgeriptures meant. She now knows that the scripture talking about
turned to molten rock when the asteroids and comets hit the Earflaseph being a fruitful bough whose branches run over the wall, the
Geologists called this epoch the Hadean era, with obvious referericerd was talking about the ocean and Lehi and his family coming
to Hades. This explains why no Earth rocks have been found thatAmerica. The third thing she wondered about was a book which
are older that about 3.85 billion years. would come out of the dust. She grew up anticipating when this
“Lunar rocks were brought back by the Apollo program. Usingbook would come forth. Imagine her amazement when she found
radioactive decay, scientists can verify that the bombardment of tittee Lord’s true church and the Book of Mormon. She had never
moon occurred about 3.9 billion years ago. This barrage lasted foefore heard of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
100 million years. Day Saints, Joseph Smith, or the Book of Mormon. She could not
“The lack of any impact melt older than 3.9 billion yearswait to read the Book of Mormon, and she believed it. The teaching
supports the conclusion that there was a bombardment at that tirske had learned as a Catholic had helped her, but the Lord also gave
Earth’s greater gravity would have made the simultaneous assahéir a dream for a testimony. In this dreams she was in a huge
on the Earth about 30 times more intense. Scientists have estimateilding on the second floor. It was an art museum with pictures
that the total accumulation of extraterrestrial material upon thkeanging everywhere. She was looking over the balcony at all the
Earth’s surface during this eventadded up to an average of 200 tgistures when her attention was brought to a picture at the very top.
per square yard over the entire surface of the Earth. Itwas a picture of the Book of Mormon plates like Joseph Smith ,Jr.,
“This bombardment gives a window of about 50 million yearshad described with the three rings and the sealed portion. She was
for the emergence of life. We can see the problem this provides fthrilled and excited to see it, and she wanted to touch it very badly.
people who believe in evolution. They say it took life billions ofShe leaned over the balcony to touch it, and her dream ended. She
years to evolve. If there is only a 50 million year window for thehanks the Lord every day for His wonderful gospel and for finding
emergence of life, the evolutionists have a problem explaining thetine true church.
claim that life evolved over billions of years. This is notthe only  Brother Bolingbroke concluded his sermon by reviewing the
evidence given in the book, Origins of Life, which goes againghformation he covered in his message. “We have looked at the
evolution. It contains many examples which disprove the theory dteasons to Believe, as presented by Hugh Ross, the support for the
evolution. Restoration gospel, and the Apostasy. We have seen that in the past
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apostasy was shortly after the time of the apostles. And we knayoing to feel uncomfortable. The Lord asks us to do things that
what happened to the Book of Mormon people. After the visit opertain to our spiritual life, and it is not always easy to do; but it
Christ, they only lasted for about 400 years. We see in our time thgives us a growing point. | would just like to bear testimony that if
there is apostasy too. We need to be vigilant and stay close to ffm want to start seeking and coming closer to your Lord Jesus
scriptures so that we do not go into apostasy. This Restoratitmday, look into fasting. Feel alittle bit uncomfortable, and the more
gospel is true. | pray that we will all keep the commandments afncomfortable you feel in that area, you know you must be doing
Christ and stay close to Him.” something right; because you are seeking out that spiritual food
rather than the natural food that we are so used to taking.
COn re athn ReCelveS “The same thing with bearing a testimony. | was told many
g g years ago, ‘You were given testimonies to give them away, and if
. you don't use them, you are going to lose them.’ | just wonder
An Ad d Ed TeS'“ mo ny sometimes how many testimonies there are in this group here that
the Lord has blessed you with that, Whoosh, are already gone! |
When Elder Gerald Bolingbroke finished his sermon, SeventMope that the next time you meet, maybe at the prayer service on
George Thomas and his wife Jeanette were in the congregation fW@dnesday night, | hope you come anticipating sharing your
Seventy George Knotts asked whether we might hear Georgqestimony of the week. And if you can't think of one this week, go
testimony. Brother Robert Rolfe happily gave Brother Thomas thgack a week or two. We will be lenient! But come anticipating to
opportunity, saying, “This man has gone farther in one missionagyarticipate. It's an exciting time to be trying to share with the Lord
trip than Apostle Paul did in his entire life”. And this man, whojesys Christ!”
advocates that each of us have a two minute testimony ready on a George Knotts asked Brother Thomas to particularly share
moment’s notice, was willing, if not anxious, to share his. about his recent experience with native Americans in Canada.
This is what he said: “| guess | have been around a little. | came  «apout a year ago we met several Cree First Nation people.
into the church at about sixteen years of age, and | still remembehey do not like to be called Indians. They feel that was a tag put
hearing about the angel's message. | was excited to know that Ggdthem by Columbus. The Canadian Government likes to call them
was personal, and | remember the excitement of the Book ghorigineals. That sounds a little bit like a Colonial tag there
Mormon, and of “I will build My church”. I remember the firsttime somehow. They say,’ We are really some of the first who were on
| saw that church --faith, repentance, baptism and so on, built on thgs jand, and we would like to be called ‘First Nation Cree’ or ‘First
rock of revelation. And even though the church has been through\ation Navaho’, or ‘First Nation Blackfoot’, etc.’ Francis Harper
lot of different things over the years, | find real excitement and regnd | were invited to go up into Thompson, Manitoba into a place
anticipation today as when | first learned that Jesus loved me agf|led Easterville and another place called Leaf Rapid.
that He was asking me to make a commitment and to enter the «Before we had arrived there, these people said they had a
waters of baptism. dream that we were bringing them a book. As we shared with them
You know, | had never heard of an evangelist before, anghe Book of Mormon, they were really excited about it. My only
somehow back in those days, | thought an evangelist was a guy Wh@blem was that | did not take enough Book of Mormons with me!
played a banjo. | remember going home to my father saying, ‘Thigyt they are anxious for us to talk with them more about the Book
guy is coming, and he is supposed to be a really good banjo playest. Mormon.

You know, there are just different terms when you get into the  «| don't know if you are familiar with the experience they call
Restoration vocabulary such as “the glories”, “the fullness of thghe Baffin Island experience. Up on the northeastern part of Hudson
gospel”, and such things as “common consent”. It's been a reghy where the Baffin Islands are, alarge group of First Nation folks
challenge. were having problems with the highest suicide rate in the world,
“But | still feel that everybody should have the two minuteneavy drugs, heavy alcoholism, spouse abuse, all kinds of domestic
testimony. I have been invited not to come back to certain placgflence. Several of their elders gathered together to start praying
because | told them that giving a testimony is relevant, and that y@giat the Holy Spirit would cause something to happen to their
should always have one at a two minutes’ notice. Just last nighpkople. After awhile the Lord did come down upon their land. You
was at Wally World, or WalMart and presto, here was a friend angjl| remember the experience they had at Kirtland Temple during
it's time to stand up and be counted. The Doctrine and Covenanfe dedication when the Holy Spirit came down and people thought
Section 76 talks about our being valiant in testimony, and | really,e temple was on fire. This happened in the Baffin Islands in 1998,
believe that; and yet | have been told recently by some of our peogig we are not talking about a hundred years ago.
that, “Hey! You are not supposed to ask the people to have a «while we were in Leaf Rapid, in walked this man | call Dave.
testimony ready because that makes them feel uncomfortable, aqé was one of the spiritual leaders who had started this effort, and
we don’t come to church to feel uncomfortable”. the Baffin Island experience eventually happened. He came and
“The same thing is true about fasting. You know, recently hsked us if we could have time to sit and talk with him. Unfortu-
have been told that fasting was just for the days of old. If the Lorgately, his wife was coming in from Churchill on a train and he had
really intended you to fast, He wouldn’t make you feel so uncomg, go pick her up, and we were not able to be there when they got
fortable. Who could that be speaking sometimes?” he askegack. But we did make an appointment that the next time we are up
implying that it might be someone other than the one delivering the that part of the land that we would sit down and talk - geta chance
message, perhaps even a sinister power attempting to destroy ratiaefiscuss some things of the Lord.
than to build up the Klngdom of God. “I like to eat, and | have jUSt “| think there are some b|g th|ngs that are happening_ We are
been traveling with Ron (Smith) for a couple of weeks, and | havg|so invited to go to another place over in Prince Albert. A group of
a testimony. Ron really likes to eat, also. There are times we a58out three hundred, they are Pentecostal, and we were asked to
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come and share with them. We are hoping to do this and share wkhow somebody would like to hear about it. And if you didn’t know
them the Book of Mormon. So far it has been very acceptable.it, the Blythedale and the Eagleville Banks were both robbed this
don’t know what's possible. | just know that the doors are openingoast week, and the person who did it is no longer running around
There is another group of Indians over north of New York that habose. Sometimes justice is swift.”

invited us to come. So there is some awakening taking place, and We sang the song that recounts the Christ's Sermon on the
those of you who cannot go, | would really appreciate if you wouldount, the refrain of which repeats, “Blessed and happy we shall
uphold our First Nation people in prayer. Just ask the Lord to blegse. Listen to the Master's word! Soon the Kingdom’s coming,
them. watch and see: the Kingdom of the Lord!” We were dismissed with

“And since | am here. | also would like to ask prayers for oura prayer of thanks that recalled Brother Gerald Bolingbroke’s
good brothers and sisters in Nepal, Tikene, Tibet, Buton, Burmaermon warning us of the apostasy that is always imminent if we
now with a new name, Marimar or something like that. You knowforget our relationship with the Christ and His Spirit and fail to
there is some great work that is taking place in Hong Kong, Chingrepare for that Kingdom that will surely come. The prayer was for
Most of you are probably not aware that we have about six brarttiat abiding Spirit to be with us each and every one!
new baptized, confirmed members of the Restoration church of
Hong Kong today. There are some great things that can happen that N ews an d N Otes
if they happen, we need a lot of prayer. We are talking several
thousands of people. There’s always that old guy Satan, and he is . ..
trying to hold us back. There is that thing called power and pride and Congregatlon Hosts Kenyan Minister
control, and those things get involved in this, too. So if youwould Elder Tom Okeyo from Kisumu, Kenya, East Africa preached
remember our brothers and sisters on the outskirts of Mt. Ayr, wat Mount Ayr immediately after the Missionary Family Reunion,
would surely appreciate it.” then traveled with Seventy Ronald Smith visiting in the homes of

Brother Rolfe asked, “Is there anyone here with a two minutéhe Saints and ministering in Restoration congregations at Nauvoo,
testimony they are afraid they are going to lose? For Lynda and nidrtland, and many points around. Following that, he spent one
it only takes about ten seconds to lose it.” Seventy Ronald Smithieek with the Cameron congregation where he spoke every evening.
arose and said, “I was with Peter and Amy Bueckert in Saskatoohlg then ministered in various congregations in the Independence
Saskatchewan last Sunday morning and we shared. They had a liakea. He left Kansas City July 18 to return to Kenya. At home in
son named Shannon who only lived ten years. He had a serious hgdigumu, Tom works in a bank. His wife, Maureen is working on her
problem and a lot of difficulties. He was never able to do anythingnaster’'s degree at the University in Kisumu and they have two
for himself. As | shared with them about how | had fasted andpbvely children, a boy aged 7 and a daughter who is 3.
prayed and expected him to be healed. He wasn't, but | had an During the brief time Elder Okeyo ministered in Mount Ayr
experience with the Lord in which the Lord promised that the dajhere was not time for him to share his testimony. We now share it
would come when His people would be healed, and | have carrigts we have heard him give it. Since it was not recorded, there may
that with me ever since. But Amy shared with us that Shannon wd corrections that will be made at a later date. In general, however:
what she needed to have the Lord’s promise fulfilled when the Lordom and Eric Odida were in college together. Each was anxious to
had promised to turn her heart of stone into one of flesh. know the truth about Jesus Christ and the church in which they

“Amy had never been able to love because of things that heghould be participating as His followers. Tom was a Catholic but
happened to her in her youth. When her husband asked her to mangs not satisfied with the use of prescribed prayers for every
him, she told him she could not love, but Peter said, ‘| have enouglecasion. And he felt that a follower of Christ should be different
love for both of us.” So she went ahead and married, but it wasrftom others on the street. He failed to see that difference in many
until Shannon was born that the Lord’s love was able to change hef his faith. Together Tom and Eric studied every faith that they
heart. We appreciated that testimony and it was one more evidenkgew.
in a long string of testimonies that the Lord has pretty good timing ~ They finally decided that the Jehovah’s Witnesses seemed to
and that He knows what we need, even when it is not what we thirle the most devoted to their faith of any they could discover and
we need; and we appreciated the Good Spirit that was with us.”they determined that each would seek out that faith in his own area
George Knotts spoke again explaining that the reason he had askatl identify with it. Tom searched for the Jehovah Witnesses in
the questions concerning the First Nation people was because of thisumu. Eric searched in Nairobi, but neither one could find them.
Book of Mormon promises that Jesus would remember the Houde the meantime, Eric met and married Pamela Agwanda who
of Israel, and the Indian people are a part of the House of Israghtroduced him to the Book of Mormon. When he was finally
“Our communication systems are not very good. Our grapevine Willing to read it, he testified that the “words were powerful”, and
not very accurate, and | wanted to find out what was going on frorhe wanted his friend to read them, too. So Eric made a hurried trip
what we heard at Reunion. If the Lord is going to be doingrom Nairobi to Kisumu just to deliver the book to Tom. Tom
something with them (the First Nation People), anytime we woul@ccepted the book, he said, “just to save Eric”! He was certain his
get a chance to tap into the sources we would like to know it. TH&iend was being deluded by a book that certainly was not scripture
Lord is going to be doing some mighty things with the Indians. Irand might be much worse! But when he began to read, he too felt
fact we might end up assisting them in building Zion. “ the Holy Spirit prompting him to read it all.

Rob said, “I might just comment that when the good news of ~ Then Richard Neill, Steve Smith and Jared Hawley came to
the gospel is as interesting to us as the Blythedale Bank beifgenya. Eric had arranged for Richard to talk to Tom while the
robbed this week, that everybody wants to talk about, then themhers went to another home to minister. Tom’s most burning
won't really be a problem about sharing testimonies. Then we wilijuestions concerned the scripture in Revelation that he believed
say, ‘This is really news’, and we will feel it so interesting that weforbade anyone adding to the Bible. Richard was able to show him
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the real meaning of that instruction and to show him the many ways Heidi Winkler and Cessaries Galusha are presently in

in which the Bible foretold the coming forth of this second witnes8Brownsville, Texas and Matamoros, Mexico providing ministry.

of the Christ. Richard was able to show Tom how these scripturéhey are a part of a group of youth and their adult counselors,
prophesied the coming forth of the Book of Mormon, and he toldargely from the Centerplace area, that are conducting a Vacation
him Joseph Smith’s story. He knew that no man could have writte@hurch School for Mexican children and youth. Both Heidi and
that book; and as he listened and had his questions answered, TGessaries are Spanish students. Thoric and Keston Smith, sons of
felt the power of God bearing testimony of the truth of what heSteven Smith, and Micah Bates, son of Karen and David Bates, are
heard. He asked for baptism. among those giving the ministry.

Tom was convinced that he was joining Christ's church buthe  Valle Smith, with her sister Diane Kyser, are presently direct-
felt that the Book of Mormon indicated that he should have ang the ping pong competitions at Graceland’s Spectacular. Cara
personal testimony. For that testimony he asked. He dreamed thalped get the extravaganza underway early in the week. About one
Jesus came and walked with him through each of the big church#®usand youth participate in the event.
in Kisumu, finally coming to a little shack where the worshipers
were seated on benches. There Jesus said to him, “These are my  Youth Are Talent Show Winners
people”. Tom says he was hqmblgd, "’?”d tlestified that iF was good Jazmyn and Aquila Galusha, with violin and guitar, won first
to have figured out these things in his mind, but that it was thSlace at the Osceola 4th of July talent show with a prize of $75.

vAv;:ness ?jf ;he HOIytsth r:hat EPn{;&Ted the trutgl tOI:llr;-h | Gabel Galusha with the violin with Cessaries accompanying
erward Tom met a Jehovan's WINEsSes and asked Now 10 m, won second with a $50 prize. Cessaries at the piano won

they had bgen |n.K|s'umu. They h.ad beeq there for many years, 8&cond atthe county fair at Afton. She and the first place winner will
learned, with their Kingdom Hall just behind the Catholic churchboth be entering State Fair competition.
which he had been attending. Tom said the Lord had hidden them Gabel won first at the Albia contest. Each of these is a Bill
from h'f” and so saved him fgr the f[ruth. . Riley contest in preparation for the 2004 lowa State Fair competi-
Incidentally, at the reunion, Richard Neill told the related,[-On
story. In the home to which Steven and Jared went when they Ieh '
Richard with Tom, there was a woman who suddenly left the room,
and they were afraid they had offended her. Instead, she returned
with her clothes to ask for baptism. She had been shown in a dream
that two white men came to her home with the truth about Jesus. To
have two white men in her home was something she had never
thought possible. When they came, she recognized this as the
fulfillment of her dream. Richard explained that Steve had pro-
tested their dividing up and leaving Richard alone with Tom. If
there had been three white men at the lady’s home, that would not
have validated the dream. The Lord surely knows how to attend to
details!

Local Members Minister Elsewhere

Seventy Ronald Smith made three extensive missionary jour-
neys this month. One was the missionary journey he took with Elder
Tom Okeyo reported above. He then traveled through the Western
USA and Canada visiting scattered Saints with Seventy George
Thomas, Ron Buckles and Don Saul. They visited in homes and
congregations in Billings, Helena, Kalispell and other Montana
cities, Calgary and Edmonton, Alberta, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
and many places in surrounding areas. Ron is now in Africa where
he and John Larson are ministering to the Saints in Nigeria.

Steven Smith served on the teaching staff of the Junior High
Youth camp at Odessa Hills, Mo. of which Douglas and Judi Smith
were directors.

Norman Nelson ministered at the Restoration Reunion in
Geneseo, lllinois, where he assisted in the ordination of his son-in-
law, Brian Short, to the office of Elder. He and Cathy attended a
relative’s wedding in Colorado where they also gave ministry.

Robert Rolfe ministered for the Restoration congregation in
Arkoe, Missouri.

Alan Smith preached at Austin, Texas while visiting daughter
Erin and son-in-law Peter Cornish.

Nathan Smith served on the staff of Mammoth Camp at
Graceland University. That camp is sponsored by Restoration
Campus Ministries and was attended by some two hundred youth.
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Continued from page 1

they sell their livestock. (Again, no government safetg Nephi 9 & 10.
net) After the livestock was gone, the people sold their The one thing that concerns me the most is that most
land. (Again, no government safety net) Finally, theyAmericans living today have no concept of what it
sold themselves for grain. At any point along the waymeans to "go without". The standard of living they
why do you suppose that Joseph didn'tjust give the gradmjoy is seen as a right, not a blessing of God. The
to the people? That supposition could lead to manyurrent safety net provided by the government is also
interesting conclusions about the effect on the people séen as a right. Food, medical care and housing for
a government supporting its citizens. everyone, are our "rights". A society based on corrup-
Well, if the parallels are not real obvious to you, letion simply cannot sustain such a safety net. What will
me make a few observations about our society. Whaappen to all of these people when the safety net fails?
nation is now the most powerful nation in the world?  What do you think will be the reaction when all of
What nation is the leader in business, culture, scienagillions of people find out their "rights" are no longer
education? You may have noticed that most of thigeing provided. | noticed on TV this week (July 11th -
Nobel prizes have been given to the citizens of thiguly 17th) that the temperature in lowa in 1936 (on some
country. And finally, which country is the "bread- of those days) was 113_ Farenheit. The people living
basket" of the world? Are bad times just around thghen had no air conditioning, no lakes, no ponds; in
corner for our nation? Are the years of plenty ready tehort, none of the things we use to stay cool. They likely
end? moved to the shady side of the house, poured a little
Read your scriptures. Jesus, the biblical and Book @fater on their face and prayed for a little breeze to cool
Mormon prophets and the New England prophet Josepitem off. More importantly, they had the mental and
wrote about the time in history immediately ahead. Wepiritual toughness to persevere through adversity. The
are not different from the people in Joseph, son gfresent generation lacks those qualities.
Jacob's, day. Itis likely we will not prepare ourselves. As for me and mine, when the famine hits, when the
Are we expecting our government to provide? OuU.S. economy dies its inevitable death, | know that God
government is not led by people of Joseph's spirituglill provide our needs. He will not, in most likelihood,
caliber. What will our government require of us forprovide our wants. Unfortunately, we have come to
"grain?" Will there be any grain for us? (See Isaiah 17 elieve that our wants are our needs. Fortunately, some
& 63; Ezekiel 38 & 39; Joel 2 & 3; Zechariah 12, 13 an@f our people will have the spiritual toughness do

14; Matthew 24; Luke 21; 2 Peter 3; Rev. 9 & 13-16 anglhatever is necessary to become Zion.
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