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One of the things we will be reading and hearipg FOF Ete ' |ty|

about in 2005 is Social Security. Perhaps it wol

Id

In his characteristic way, Brother Rodney Bastow began his

be better to call it Social Insecurity. Ever since the sermon with applications of his topic in life. “Once upon atime”, he

Carter Administration (although the seeds of

€- began, “when | was a lot younger, we had a Sunday School teacher

struction started earlier) there has been no monely inthat we called Aunt Otha. Her real name was Otha Middleton. She
the so-called Social Security Trust Fund. In other and Charley ran a furniture store over in Kellerton, so that tells you
words, our government spent the money, put [an how long it has been. Aunt Otha was a great Sunday School teacher,

IOU in the account, and then has been pay
interest on the the IOU. No one needs to be

actuary or math genius to realize that our govefn
ment now has several options, none of them ggo

for politicians. It can raise taxes (everyone lov
this option) or lower benefits (most won't like thi
option) or do both. (Everyone will be mad) If yo
are a member of the House of Representatives
have to run for election every two years, whig
option would you select? To do nothing will be 3
even worse option! Nothing is what has been do
(Whichis why the trust fund is currently facing sug
daunting shortfalls of funds to pay benefits)

ng and most of what | know about the scriptures, | learned from Aunt
an Otha. We metinthe classroom over in the other church, and we were
| her kids. One of the story songs that | remember that she taught us
" was about the foolish man who built his house upon the sand and the
wise man who built his house upon the rock; and that's the scripture
ES | would like to use this morning. (Matthew 7:30-37)
S “Verily | say unto you, it is not every one that saith unto me,
LU Lord, Lord, that shall enter unto the kingdom of heaven; but he that
anddoeth the will of my Father who is in heaven. For the day soon
h cometh, that men shall come before me to judgment, to be judged
according to their works. And many will say unto me in that day,
1 S .

Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name; and in thy name
€. cast out devils; and in thy name done many wonderful works? And
h then will | say, Ye never knew me; depart from me ye that work

iniquity.

Have you ever thought that your relationshjp “Therefore, whosoever heareth these sayings of mine and

with Jesus Christ might be like the options we
facing in Social Security? We all want to be we

re doeth them, | will liken him unto a wise man, who built his house
[| upon arock, and the rains descended, and the floods came, and the
ustWinds blew, and beat upon that house, and it fell not; for it was

taken care of, or be secure. We don't want to trust

God for the security, however. To take care of g
own security, we can "raise taxes" (in other wor,
pay more into savings and retirement for ourselv
or buy and consume a lot less than we now
"lower benefits" or do both. Will exercising thes
options place our retirement account with God o
sound basis? What can we do today to make s
we're protected? Fire Insurance?

Continued on page 14

ur founded upon a rock. And every one that heareth these sayings of
H mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, who
ns built his house upon the sand; and the rains descended, and the
PS) floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house, and it
10, fell; and great was the fall of it.
e “And it came to pass when Jesus had ended these sayings with
N a his disciples, the people were astonished at his doctrine; For he
uretaught them as one having authority from God, and not as having
authority from the Scribes.”

Rodney Reveals His Week

I am very thankful to have this opportunity to be here today. It
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is a good day, George, isn't it? Thank you for that testimonysomething | can’t tell you about here this morning. | would really
Michael asked me this morning what my week has been like, arave tried to put the fear of God in him, but | decided, “No. I'm not
| said | didn’t want to give away my sermon, so | didn’t tell him; butgoing to do that.” | decided to take him to the office and let the
Michael, here it goes. Last Sunday, somehow | found out that tod@yincipal deal with him. | went down the hall, looked back and no
was the day that | was speaking, and | tell you, when that happengy! So | had to go back and get him, and | say to myself, “That’s
to me, that puts me in a certain mode. First of all, it's panic. | thinkjot going to bother me. I'm going to stay in this good mood.”
“What can | possible]y say to those people that | haven't already |wenton through the hour. | said something to one girl and she
said to them before? What can | do; and how can | live a life goagbt really upset with me. And I'm thinking, “She deserved it!” Then
enough that God will bless me by helping me to say what | shoulthother one said something, and that time | knew that | was out of
say? It happens every time. line. | really felt bad about that, and | apologized to her at the end
You know, last week we had a really good service. | presumef the hour. But, you know, things just weren’t going right. Then the
most of you were here. | know Alan was. Alan talked about joy andeventh hour came in and seventh hour class is a little different
about being joyful, and | was really inspired - really uplifted by thabreed. We got to talking a little bit and they were upset with the
service. | went to school Monday thinking, “l am going to be joyful principal for some reason, | don’t know why - just mainly because
They are going to see this joy in me today. And | was going, “Heyhe makes them follow the rules; and we had a little discussion about
How are you doing?” “We are having a good time. Aren’t you gladhat. | said, “When you have kids, you will feel differently about it.”
to be here today?” | was smiling, and a teacher said, “What is wrofidhey said, “When we have kids, we won't have any rules!” I'm
with you?” | said, “Nothing. Why?” She said, “Why are you thinking like, “Wait a minute! This can’t work!” But they didn’t
smiling?” “I'm just happy today.” All through the day she says,believe that. A lot of students any more, they really think that you
“You're still smiling!” She just couldn’t believe that all through the are a really mean guy if they don't let them have a party every day.
day, | could keep doing that; but, you know, that was that way. It you give them homework, they don't like that. If you give them
Tuesday, | get to school, and you know, I'm still smiling, buta test, they’re not really crazy about that. They just really think they
it's a little bit more of a challenge. | worked hard at it that day, andon’t have to do anything. | suppose it is because when you teach
it was OK - no real problems. Wednesday, and | was kind of tiredh high school, they already know everything; and it's not until two
you know. Kind of wasn’t feeling real good and started having thair three years later that they realize how smart you really were.
sore scratchy throat that Debbie has been having, and I'm thinking, It was kind of like that, and | was kind of bumned by that.
“I don’t know! This isn’t going to work out. | got out of speaking Eighth hour, we got through that class all right and things were kind
last time. | know Rob is not going to let me do this again. | have tof going on Ok. After school, | helped a girl. She took a test, and then
think up something better than this!” I still wasn’t feeling all thatl checked it for her - teasing her a little bit about it. She needed a
peppy, and | thought, Well, this is an early out day for the kids, argbod grade so she would be eligible. | knew she had done pretty
I am only going to have them until noon. It won't be any problemwell, but | didn't let on that way. She was getting madder and
I can go in there and be fired up and everything like that.” | get tmadder as | was checking her, test thinking she had not done very
my first hour class, and tell them to do this or that, and they sawell. So when | had finished, | told her what she had done, she felt
“Why are you such a grouchy pants today?” I'm thinking, “Ibetter, but she had gotten upset with me because | had made her
wasn't!” and | said, “Shut up and get back to work!” | don’t know believe that she hadn’t done so well. Another girl came in after
why they thought that or why things were like that. You know, thaschool, upset because her grade is really low and asking what she
day was just a zoo. We had kids going everywhere, and the kidan do pass to be eligible by Tuesday this week, and | said, “l don't
didn’t think they had to do anything, maybe | was a little grouchysee anything that you can do!” And so she wasn’treal pleased either.
that day. I gethome and we get ready to go to Mt. Ayr, and | get Debbie upset
Thursday, | knew | was coming down with something, so | toolat me, and it wasn't really that hard. And | kept thinking, “I'm sure
a couple of tylenol that morning and just kept thinking, “I just can’glad i am not speaking tonight! It would be very difficult for me to
have it happen!” and | knew Thursday that | was a little irritable thado that!” But, you know, it seemed like that day there were some
day. I'll admit it. Thursday, | probably was a little bit of a grouch,things | did that upset people that were my fault; and | was wrong
but I resolved Friday that | knew | was going to do better. After allfo do that. But there were some things that were really not my fault
it's Friday and here comes Saturday. you know, you have somand | really hadn’t intended for that to happen.
thing to look forward to. So | started outand | was doing pretty good. Then | get here Saturday and | decide | will go out and chore.
| was positive. | was happy. | gave a quiz. Then | gave a test, and ti&sturday is going to have to be a better day. You don’t have school.
always makes me happy, you know. Third hour, | just had onk's got to be better. So, | get out there and Loren, who takes care of
student. We had a good time talking. She told me all about a lot ofy cows, comes up- | had already fed the heifers. The first thing he
things that she probably shouldn’t have been telling me all abowgays to me is, “Oh, by the way, you had one of your big, fancy, prize
and | was just kind of going Ummm! It was one of those hours! | watsvo year old heifers decide she should lay down in one of your feed
doing good. | gave another test fifth hour. Then sixth hour came afainks this week and kill herself!” And | was thinking, “That’s not
that's my seventh graders. Seventh graders are pretty lively, angdod. That really bums me out a little bit; but I've got to stay
try to say lively with them. We have a good time in there. When I'npositive and keep thinking about tomorrow and what | want to say,
feeling good, | am usually on aroll. | say about any thing | can thinknd things like that.”
of right off, and do different voices and things like that - just have |was getting ready to go to a sale down at Lamoni. | knew | was
a good time. There was one boy - | wasn't getting to him at all! H® meet Loren about twelve o’clock, and about ten to twelve, here
didn’t have his work done, and he didn’t care that he didn’t have hisomes a phone call. It's a tele marketer. Well, | don’t know how
work done. He didn’t want any part of me. He just didn’t want to benost of you feel about tele marketers, but | try to picture myself in
there. Back in my younger days, | would probably have dontheir shoes, so | try to be nice to them. He was telling me about this
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and everything, and | am trying to be pleasant - you know, go alondom. Jimmy was a real character. | knew that. | don’'t know how
with him and everything, and “Yeah! That sounds like a good deablest to describe him. He was just a unique individual. One thing |
No, I don’t think -.” First | said, “I don’t have the money for that.” do remember about him the most is that you would go to a ball game
That didn’t work. He said, “Well, you can pay later. | said, “Well,and he would be nonstop yelling at the referees from the beginning
now, | just don't think | am interested.” “What would you be until the end. He kind of overdid it, | guess is the best way to say it.
interested in?”“Well, | don't really think | am interested in anythingln fact one year, and this was right after | was not the principal any
that you have.” “Well, thanks a lot, fellow! You know you just longer, which | was thankful of, they had to ban him from going to
wasted my time for the last fifteen minutes. Why didn’t you tell meany of the activities because he was just so obnoxious - I'm trying
early on that you didn't want it?” And I'm going, Ei-ei-ei! | to be nice here! But he was that kind of a person. You know, he also
shouldn’t have been nice to this guy to begin with. | should have justid what he thought. He and | got along pretty good but if he didn’t
hung up on him!” And I'm a thinking, “I don’t know!” get along with you, it wasn't a very fun situation.
Our Hope For a Better Tomorrow The morning that Jimmy passed away, our school went into a
Butyou know | am here today, and | am here because God lovdeep period of mourning. We had just as well have closed the school
me, because He forgives me, and because He had given me a hopen because it was hard to accomplish anything. We had a session
for a better tomorrow. God loves us all, and if we will turn to Him,where the kids went to counseling. There were a lot of group hugs
He will forgive us, and we can renew our covenant with Him, andnd a lot prayers and tears that day, and it was just a really, really
we can have that joy that Alan talked about last Sunday. sad time. It was a very large funeral and they had it at the school.
You know, | don’t know what tomorrow will bring. | know it's  That was rather ironic for what he had done in the past. It was a sad
going to be there, and | know pretty much what | am going to hawéme, and | still worry about his kids. They are basically on their
to face, butwe don’t know what waits for us tomorrow. But | believeown; but | couldn’t help but think, during that whole situation, will
if we can walk the walk, as Delbert used to say, God will be with ushere be that many people upset when | die?
and we can have that joy that He wants us to have. | believe God has Counsel For Life
given me the words to say today, and | believe His Spiritis with me.  Looking through some of Mom'’s stuff this week, | found a
And | believe if He will do it for someone like me, He will do it for saying that said that you should live your life so that when you die,
all of you. You just have to ask. If my words have any meaning foeven the undertaker is sad. Now, think about that. You know, if you
you today, and if you feel uplifted by the blessing of the Holy Spiritan live your life like that, you have lived a pretty good life, haven't
here this morning, | would ask that we might all praise Him and givgou? There’s a song that | am reminded of - Debbie likes it so well
Him the thanks and the glory for this experience. that she bought the CD, and | was surprised that she would like this
I don’t know how you felt about - well, | think | do; but | know song because itis kind of a country western song, and she’s not into
the service a couple of weeks ago when we had the blessing tbat. All | used to hear about it was riding a bull named Fu Man Chu.
Elyse was a very special service to me. | am pretty sure it was fliis called, “Live Like You Were Dying.” | will just read you the
all of you, too. | have thought about that service a lot and my firstords, because the first few times | heard it, all | heard was that one
reaction - my first response to Debbie when we got out to the cpart, too, and there is a lot more to the song than just that one part.
was, “l have never seen a baby blessing like that before.” | had nevegoes like this:
seen us when we had just dedicated an entire service to the blessing “He said, | was in my forties with a lot of life before me, and
of ababy, and | thought it was really good that we had done that. Amdnoment came that stopped me on a dime. | spent most of the next
| wondered, “Why haven't | seen anything like that before?” Whatlays looking at the X-Rays, talking about the options and talking
a special blessing that day was. hopefully not only for Elyse and habout sweet times.
family but for all of us who were here and witnessed that morning.  Actually, when it sank in that this might really be the end, how
You know, | wondered, “Can you bless a child more than once? Whits you when you get that kind of news. The end of what you do.”
could have that service every so often. Could we bless a child evAnd he says, “l went sky diving, | went Rocky Mountain climbing.
if he is in his fifties?” | went 2.7 seconds on a bull named Fu Man Chu. And | loved
I remember when lwas growing up, | don’'tremember my babgeeper, and | spoke sweeter, and | gave forgiveness I'd been
blessing. It wasn'’t written down or anything, and | was too younglenying.” And he said, “Someday, | hope you get the chance to live
to remember it, but my Mom never let me forget it. And as | watike you were dying. “
growing up, she would constantly remind me of that blessing; for He said, “I was finally the husband that most of the time |
it said | would have a work to do someday. And | knew growing upvasn’t. And | became a friend a friend would like to have. And all
that | would have to live my life so that | would fulfill that calling. of a sudden, goin’ fishin” wasn’t such an imposition, and | went
And when | didn’t do what | knew | should be doing, rememberinghree times the year | lost my dad.
that blessing would help get me back on the right track, because “Well, I finally read the good book. And I took a good hard look
Mom would remind me of God’s promise to me. at what | would do if | could do it all again.” Then it repeats the
And we will need to remind Elyse from time to time, and eactchorus, “I loved deeper, and | spoke sweeter, and | gave forgiveness
other, of that special blessing she had that day. We will need tal been denying.” And he said, “Someday, | hope you get the
remind her so that she will know God and so that she will a part @hance to live like you were dying. Like tomorrow was a gift, and
His kingdom. We need to remind all of our little ones of theyou've got eternity to think about what you would do with it.
promises that God has for them - even those who are in their fifties. What could you do with it? What can | do with it? What could
| believe this will help all of us stay on that right track. I do with it? Sky diving? “l went Rocky Mountain climbing. | went
This fall the father of two of my students passed away. | don2.7 seconds on a bull named Fu Man Chu. And | loved deeper, and
know much about Jimmy. | know he was a single parent and waspoke sweeter, and | watched an eagle as it was flyin’.” And he
raising his two kids like himself. | don’t know what was wrong withsaid, “Someday, | hope you get the chance to live like you were
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dying.” You know, except for the bull riding part, and the skycould they tell them?
diving, it's pretty good advice, don’t you think? Sunday before Mom died, Jowett brought her out to the farm,
It has been kind of a different fall for the teachers at Burlingtomvhich | was glad he did because | had been kind of neglecting Mom.
Junction. Two of them she are about my age, one of them is Kayhadn'thad her out for along time. in fact, the weekends before that,
who you know about, have had some heart trouble. Randy hadlteadn’t really spent alot of time with her. It seemed like | was really
have a couple of stints putin. He had a balloon go through his hedtjsy. It seemed like | had a lot of important things to do. We had
and things like that. It was a tough time for him, and Kay was sicl really good day. She got to see the calves that we had weaned. She
all summer, | guess. She had a defribulator put in her heart, saccame in and watched a little TV. She was going to stay and watch
would function like it was supposed to. She was out of school fadhe Cardinals play. Probably good that she didn’t. We took her back
severalweeks. | got busy and hadn’t really talked to her much durirag we were getting ready to leave. She had wanted to watch a video
the time that she was gone. When she got back, she really let me htayge that my nephew had sent of he and the kids, and | had said, “We
it! She said, “I didn’t hear from you the whole time | was gone! Whywill do that later.” | took her back over here to the home, and | said,
didn’t you at least call?” | should have, you know, but | didn’t; but‘Mom, I'll see you later.” Y.ou know, if | had known that | would
I will from now on. not see her again alive, we would have watched that video tape, and
You know, when | was growing up in high school - probablyl would have given her a hug, and | would have told her how much
that's when | first knew him - | had a friend. He was a church friend, loved her. But we don’t know those things.
too, by the name of Larry Rice. Larry was kind of unique, and | Scriptures Instruct Us For This Day
always thought he was kind of special because he was an uncle, and The scriptures tell us this: (Matthew 24:41-49) “Now learn a
his niece was five or six years older than he. | thought that was kipdrable of the fig tree; When its branches are yet tender, and it
of cool. He was the baby of the family and everyone else was a loegins to put forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh at hand. So
- lot older than Larry was. And so, we were pretty good friends. Wikewise mine elect, when they shall see all these things, they shall
wentto Zion's League together and Larry sometimes would call menow that he is near, even at the doors. But of that day and hour no
down when | was driving too fast. He was just a pretty good guyone knoweth; no, not the angels of God in heaven, but my Father
Larry hasn't had a really easy life. His dad died when he waanly.
very, very young, and so his Mom had to raise him and his older “But as it was in the days of Noah, so it shall be also at the
brother. They lived up here by Wishard Chapel on a farm. He hawbming of the Son of Man. For it shall be with them as it was in the
to do chores in the morning - milk cows and do things like that. days which were before the flood; for until the day that Noah
remember staying with him afew times. You had to be careful wheentered into the ark, they were eating and drinking, marrying and
you slept in his room, because, during the winter things wouldiving in marriage, and knew not until the flood came and took
freeze in the room at night. You had to make sure you had plenty tifem all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be. Then
quilts and stuff to pull over you; but that's the way he grew up. Hehall be fulfilled that which is written, that, In the last days, Two
was always smiling, always laughing, you know - just a really goodhall be in the field; the one shall be taken and the other left. Two
feeling. And he moved to Mt. Ayr- well, didn't move but they shall be grinding at the mill; the one taken and the other left. And
brought the Tingley kids in and, of course, the Mt. Ayr kids - som&hat | say unto one, | say unto all men; Watch, therefore, for ye
of them - I wasn't, but some of the Mt. Ayr kids weren't always reaknow not at what hour hour Lord doth come.”
nice to some of the Tingley kids, right Debbie? And Larry gotkind ~ We know we are in the Latter Days. We know our Lord will
of picked on a little bit, but he was always nice to everybody. Whesoon come. Will we have any regrets? What will people be able to
Larry and | graduated, he kind of went his way, and | went mine. Hgay about us? Today is a good day. We don't have to feel guilty. We
married, and that marriage - he had a family and was living over heden’t have to have any regrets. We can be forgiven because of the
at Lenox, and | forget what he was doing at the time, but they haove of our Heavenly Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. We can live
a house fire; and he lost one of his children and another one wausr lives, not like we are dying, but like we are living for Christ to
badly scarred. It affected his marriage. They split up and Larry kinlde with Him for eternity. Today, | would ask that we rededicate
of had to find his way again. He went back to school, whiclourselves to that goal. | believe if we can do that, we will have joy.
surprised me a little bit, became a teacher and things like that. Naive will be happy!
he works, | think it's for the veterans’ hospital up in Des Moines. i
saw him last summer when we were in a class reunion. | hadn’t see
himin a long time and it was really neat seeing him again. He Iooksnrh e G OS pel Of L u ke an d
a lot older than | do, of course. . .
But over Thanksgiving we were talking to our sister-in-law, & Resto ra'“ on TeS'“ mo ny
Betty. Betty lost her job and she got a new job at the Veterans
Hospital. Now she works for Larry, which is really neat. We were  Elder Gerald Bolingbroke brought the message on the second
talking about it, and she said, “Give me the dirt on Larry.” rmSunday in December. He began by reading from Luke 1:1-4 and
thinking, “There’s nothing | can say! There’s nothing | can tell you?Y reminding us that we're approaching the season in which we
that you can hold over h|m1 because Larry is that kind of a guy. ﬁelebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. Many members of the
everyone was as happy, as pleasant and as nice as Larry is, the we@adregation were taking partin a Christmas cantata which was to
would be a lot better place.” You know, Larry has got his faults. Pe be presented thatevening. The purpose of the cantatawas to help
wish he still went to church and things like that, but | couldn’t tellus remember the “reason for the season.” The scriptures tell us of
her anything. | couldn’t tell her anything bad about Larry at all! [the story of Joseph, Mary, and of the birth of Jesus. Matthew and
thought about that a lot, too; and you know, if someone who hdelke both give a good description of the event. One of the most
known me growing up had been asked for the dirt on me, what é]ploved accounts comes fromthe book of Luke. Brother BOlingbroke
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told us about Luke. physician, the disciple of the apostles, and later a follower of Paul
He began by sharing with us that the scriptures really don't telintil his martyrdom. He served the Lord without distraction,
us much about Luke. There are some things about Luke that we caithout a wife, and without children. He died at the age of 84 in
only guess, butwe do know he was trained as a physician. We midttebes, full of the Holy Spirit.” This was confirmed by Origen,
wonder where Luke learned of the Gospel? Who baptized hiniusebius, Jerome, Clement and others.
How did he become a friend of Paul? Tradition says Luke was from Antioch, which was the capital
Some scholars believe Luke was a Jew and an early convenf. Greek Syria. It is assumed by some that Luke was a Gentile
Other scholars think he was a Gentile, and they quote ColossiangChristian due to the superior quality of his Greek, his avoidance of
10-14. This passage seems to list the friends of Paul who were®&mitic (Jewish) words, the elimination of Jesus controversies with
the circumcision first and then it mentions Luke, along with otherghe law of the Pharacies, and the reference to Palestinian geography.
as afriend. The probability is that those listed first were Jewish, and
Paul was not included with them because he was a Gentile. Later By studying Luke we recognize that he did not follow a
in the sermon, Brother Bolingbroke told us some other clues whiathronological pattern, nor did he write a comprehensive study of
indicated that Luke was a Gentile. the life of Jesus. He acknowledged that he chose certain events to
Some people think Luke was one of the two men Jesus met dlustrate the truth of the Gospel message, reminding and reinforc-
the way to Emmaus on the day of His Resurrection. Paul says img Theophilus.
was a fellow laborer and also a beloved physician. Luke declares Then, as now, Greek existed in two literary forms; literary
that his account is trustworthy and certain. Greek and illiterate or popular Greek. Literary Greek was classic,
As author of the book of Acts, Luke is responsible for onéut it is no longer used in every day life. Luke actually employed
quarter of the New Testament, even more than Paul, a proliftleoth styles. His knowledge and language skill was great and varied.
writer. We have no definite date of the writing of Luke, but betweekle used common idioms and formal Latinisms. Luke’s vocabulary
A.D. 50-60 seems reasonable because it naturally falls before tisaich, using over 700 words which occur nowhere else in the New
dating of the book of Acts which records no date after A.D. 62. ActSestament.
1:1refersto “the former treatise,” so we can conclude the testimony Luke was not solely interested in recounting facts of the Gospel
of Luke predates Acts. like a historian. His stated purpose was to give “assurance” or to
Luke’s stories and sequence follow Mark with 55 percent of thdefend against unfavorable reports at the time. Verses 1 to 4 of
material being common in both Mark and Luke. Luke uses 7,036hapter 1 says, “As | am a messenger of Jesus Christ, and knowing
of the 8,485 words Mark uses. His words are not close tthat many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of
Matthew’s, but there are no significant disagreements. Luke was tise things which are most surely believed among us; Even as they
much an evangelist as portrayed in the other three gospels. Hislivered thus unto us, who from the beginning were eyewitnesses
theology appears in Acts and with Pauline interpretation as weknd ministers of the word; It seemed good to me also, having had
The authorship of Luke is not revealed in the text. The author glerfect understanding of all things from the first, to write unto thee,
Acts addresses the authorship of Luke with these words: “Tha order, most excellent Theophilus, That thou mightiest know the
former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus begeartainty to those things wherein thou hast been instructed.” Luke
both to do and teach.” wrote to assure Theophilus that the church in his day was teaching
Luke is mentioned by Paul in Philemon as a fellow workerand practicing and was rooted in Jesus.
Philemon 1:19-24 states, “I Paul have written it with mine own  Theophilus means “friend of God”. He was evidently of high
hand, | will repay it; albeit | do not say to thee how thou owest unttank because he was addressed as “most excellent. The name
me even thine own self besides. Yea, brother, let me have joy of th€keophilus was common to both Jews and Gentiles. Tradition from
in the Lord; refresh my bowels in the Lord. Having confidence irClementine Recognitions (an ancient record) identified Theophilus
thy obedience | wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also das a great person in Antioch (Luke’'s home town) who became
more than | say. Butwithal prepare me also a lodging; for | trust th&ishop of Antioch and whose house was made into a church.
through your prayers | shall be given unto you. There salute thee Even as Luke was writing, there were many other people who
Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus; Marcus, Aristarchugjere recording events in the life of Jesus in an organized manner to
Demas, Lucas, my fellow laborers.” It can be noted here that Lucasake sure that valuable memories were not lost, as Luke says in the
(or Loukas) is the Greek form of Luke. In Latin it is Lucius. first verse. These writings certainly formed a part of the back-
In 2 Timothy 4:11 we find Luke is with Paul. ” Only Luke is ground of Luke’s record. The other writers are not identified, but it
with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee; for he is profitablecan be reasoned that Mark was one source. Luke wrote in a time

to me for the ministry.” when men already were drifting into unbelief. Jude, who lived at
It is tradition that “the brother” mentioned in Il Corinthians the same time as Luke, wrote in Jude 1:3-5 “I ... exhort you that

8:18is Luke. “And we have sentwith him the brother, whose praisge should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered

is in the gospel throughout all the churches:” unto the saints. For there are certain men crept in unawares, who

We find several places that mention “we” in Acts 16:10-17. Irwere before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men,
verse 13 we find “And on the Sabbath we went out of the city by rning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the
riverside.” This is where they met Lydia, a seller of purple. In Act®nly Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. | will therefore put you
20:5-15, 21:1-18, and 27:1-29 we find more “we” sections, whicin remembrance, though ye once knew this, how the Lord, having
indicate a close companion. saved the people out of the Land of Egypt afterward destroyed them

A strong tradition indicates Luke as the author of both Lukehat believed not.” Today we find ourselves in the same situation,
and Acts. In the second century an ancient extra textual prologae Luke becomes an Apostle of the Restoration.
to the gospel says “Luke, a Syrian of Antioch, by profession a The Inspired Version of the Bible makes changes, some of
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which are significant. For example, when we look at the first vers@merica. We know this because when Cortes came, the Indians
in Luke in the Inspired Version it says, “knowing that many havehought he was Christ, who had returned to them.
takenin hand....” is a more precise application than the King James After several hours of telling the radio ministers about the
which says “Forasmuch as many”. “Taken in hand” would sugge&ook of Mormon, the minister in charge of tribal ministries spoke
“have undertaken”. to Charles. He spoke loud enough so that
Luke does make reference to the Twelve as a group and éveryone present could hear. “Listen, Brethren, Charlie has some-
individuals inthat group. However, itis evident that he recognizething in this Book of Mormon. I'm going to read it.”
that the Spirit worked through a church organization. Acts 15:28 This statement closed the meeting. But, even though the
states, “For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost and us.” Itis apparantnisters were amazed by what Charles had told them, the Lord
that Luke was prompted by the Spirit to write to Theophilus in thi&knew that deep down in their hearts there was some unbelief. So
manner. God beganto prepare a special treat for them-- one they would never
If you would like to learn more about Luke read the bookforget.
“Certainty of Those Things” by Norman Anne Holik where  have ~ One of the orphanages that they visited, was situated in a very
learned about the things | am presenting to you this day. remote area in the mountains south of Mexico City. The four planes
Brother Bolingbroke went on to tell the story of “Miracles in had just picked up about twenty ministers there, and they were
Mexico” by Charles Sperry. As we have just seen, Luke stronglffying the last flight of the day back to the hotel in Cuernavaca. As
supported the gospel in a time when it was being attacked. Simildrey climbed out of the valley and ascended into the mountains,
events are occurring today as well. This story by Charles Sperrytisere was a huge storm facing them that filled the whole sky.
a strong support of the Restoration Gospel. The other pilots called Charles on a radio and said, “We're
Charles had always wanted to fly a plane. One day he had theing to have to go back or we're going to have to find a way around
opportunity to buy an old, wrecked plane. He had the pleasure thfe storm.” They soon discovered there was no way around the
working on it, making it new again, even though he had had nstorm, because it covered too wide an area. Also, there was no place
experience with planes before. to stay in Tiapa, because the place was too primitive. Again Charles
After the FAA approved the structure of the plane, Charletooked back at the storm. Suddenly he saw an opening--like a
started taking flying lessons. He was flying his own plane in a fewunnel. At the end of the tunnel, there was a bright light. He began
weeks. It was important to Charles to have a purpose for the plarie realize that he was looking through the storm, and he was seeing
so he dedicated it to the Lord. the sun shining behind the storm. What was so unbelievable was
Soon a friend of his asked him if he would be interested ithat none of the other pilots could see this tunnel.
flying with a large group of radio ministers. These men had been Charlesradioed the other pilots that he could see a path through
supporting Indian missions and tribal people in the Mexican mourthe storm and that he was going to follow the path to the light that
tains, south of Mexico City. These radio ministers flew commerhe could see in the distance. Trustingly, the other pilots flew behind
cially to Mexico City each year. They had small planes likeCharles. The wall of clouds was as high as they could see, and yet
Charles’ which they would fly into the mountains to check on thehey also touched the ground. As they entered the tunnel, they flew
children’s orphanages. They would bring the Indians out of théhrough the most beautiful rainbow. The tunnel was about a half
hills, and teach them how to speak, read, and write in Spanish. Theale wide. The rain became so thick and strong on both sides of the
also taught them a trade like woodworking, welding, or mechanictunnel-- so gray and black, you could not penetrate it with your eyes.
Then they would convert them to Jesus Christ, because of théimvas just like two angry walls, black water pouring down on each
strong desire to help their fellow men. Charles believed Goslide of them. Above their planes was a rippled ceiling.
wanted to reward the efforts of these men and to teach them more There was not one bit of rain on their planes, and absolutely no
about His true gospel. turbulence anywhere in the tunnel. The trip through the tunnel was
Charles said that in a way you would never believe, the Lords smooth as silk. They flew for about 85 miles in the tunnel, which
opened the doors for him to share with the radio ministers about otaok them about 35 minutes of time. As they left the tunnel, they

church. could see Monument Valley just ahead of them. The sun was
On the second day, someone called out at the dinner tabkhining brightly all about them. They landed in the valley and tied
“Charlie, | hear that you are a Mormon.” up their airplanes.
Silently, Charles pleaded with God, “Tell me what to say, As they were driving out of the airport in their cars, it started
Lord.” raining again. It continued raining for three days, which was

The Lord put words in his mouth in a most beautiful way. Heaunusual for that arid country. God was going to use the rain as a
explained to them that God spoke to his prophets in the Olaeans throughwhichthe people there could learn of his true gospel.
Testament, and also in the New Testament. God also spoke to ISisme of the fellows there exclaimed, “When the children came out
prophet, Lehi, in Jerusalem and told him he should leave the citf Egypt and walked through the Red Sea, they had nothing on us.”
because the Babylonians were going to destroy Jerusalem. Teeryone was talking about the miracle tunnel that God had created
prophet was to take his family and genealogy, or records, and ¢mr them so that they might return to their hotel. Many of the people
into another land. After they had traveled for some time, they cantkere had not believed in miracles nor modern revelation.
to a body of water. Here God told them how to build a ship. Since itwas so dreary and rainy the next day, the radio minister

They crossed the ocean and started a new nation on thi$o was in charge came up to Charles and the other ministers there
continent. Remember in Isaiah it says, “Other sheep | have whieimd said, “Charlie, I'd like to know more about your church.”
are not of this fold.” After Christ was crucified in Jerusalem, He  Charles told the minister, “In our church which is the Church
came to this continent and ministered to the people here and heatddlesus Christ, there are miracles today, as there were in days of
their sick. Christ promised He would return to the people irold.” Tears ran down the minister’'s cheeks, and he just cried and
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cried. Bibleis ‘Jesus Wept!' Well, I've got a problem. Some of my gaskets
He just kept saying. “It's a miracle! It's a miracle.” Then theare old and they leak. So if | start leaking (weeping), you'll know
minister in charge asked, “What does your church believe abolin just following my Master in doing that.”
baptism?” This particular scripture has to do with a bad fellow named
Charles told them that Christ showed us the way and was #@haz. Ahaz was pretty wicked, and the Lord said to him, “Ask me
example, so the people of the Church of Jesus Christ believe ansign.” He said, “I'm not falling for that! If | ask for a sign, I'm
immersion. Christ went to John the Baptist and said, “I must bempting God, and | know what'’s going to happen.” And God says,
baptized of you to fulfill all righteousness.” Charles talked to théYou're wearing me out!” That was kind of what the answer was,
ministers for several hours on baptism. solet mejustread it, and you'll see. | wanted to give you the context
It seemed to have made quite an impression on the ministeraf where this comes from because most of the time we don't hear
charge. The next year when Charles returned to Mexico, the satie context.
minister showed a video where he was baptizing ayoung Indianand “Moreover the Lord spake again unto Ahaz, saying, Ask thee
was saying, “I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Sansign of the Lord thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height
and of the Holy Ghost.” Charles realized then that the minister wadove. But Ahaz said, | will not ask, neither will | tempt the Lord.
now patterning his baptisms after the knowledge he had gainédahd he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing for
from reading the Book of Mormon. you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also? Therefore the
On the second day of rain. The minister in charge askeldord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive,
Charles, “What is your belief on the gathering of the House odind shall bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel”
Israel?” This is Christmas season, and this year, the best gift you can
Charles explained thatin the Bible, ittells how the twelve tribegive your children is an IPOD. That's what | heard on TV this week.
will be gathered back in. That out of Zion would go forth the law andf you want to put something else in there, go ahead. Do you know
out of Jerusalem would go forth the word of Lord. Allthose peoplevhat an IPOD? If you are a computer person, you might know what
leftin Zion and Jerusalem will be called holy. Those who would nat is. And if you don’t give them one of those, very likely you are not
take up their sword against their neighbor, would have to flee ta good parent and therefore must feel guilty that you did not give
Zion. The radio ministers accepted everything Charles saithem one of those particular gifts. At least that's what the advertiser
because of the very beautiful Holy Spirit that was present. would have us believe on lots of these things that all the good
Then Charles asked them. “Would you believe that the Newarents are trying to give their children!
Jerusalem will be in the land of Missouri?” The radio ministersall  We are celebrating a gift this Christmas, and that's one from
agreed, “Oh, yes, that would be true.” our heavenly Father. | don’t need to tell you this, | hope that's our
On the third day, God again caused it to rain. It was probablgavior, Jesus Christ. | might ask you this, though. “Have you
the most beautiful day of all. They asked Charles about higceived the gift?” “What does it profit a man if a gift is bestowed
interpretation of the 15th chapter of Corinthians. He spent sevemapon him, and he receive not the gift?” (Doctrine and Covenants
hours telling them about the glories of the sun, the moon, and t8&:7.)
stars. | have some lessons | am going to be talking about, lessons
On the following day, the rain stopped, and they were able tisom the manger. | would like you to think about them in terms of
fly. During the rest of his stay in Mexico, people came up to himyour life. Let’s start out by asking, “How is this gift of Jesus Christ
asking questions about his church. For many months after lr@roduced to usin the Gospel?” Both Matthew and Luke call Jesus
returned to Missouri, he got calls from California, Texas, ArkansasThe Virgin born Savior”, “The Lord Jesus Christ”, “The Holy
and Florida, from people wanting to know more about the fascina®ne”, “The Son of the Most High”, “The Son of God.”, “Immanuel”.
ing Book of Mormon. I would like to just talk about Him coming. Most of us, when we
Because God endowed his mind with words and ideas, hikink about Christmas, think of the baby in the manger. We sang a
message came across so very beautifully. His wonderful, lovingpng last week, “Come and see the baby”. Don’t we all want to go
spirit was present each day. He had dedicated his airplane and &igl see the newborn baby? Wherever they are, they are fun to look
life to the service of God. at. I'm one of those fathers that has actually seen children born and
Brother Bolingbroke closed his message by expressing higas able to stand up the whole time. | remember when Alana was
wish that all of the saints would remain true to the Restoratiohorn, the doctor popped her in my arms. | looked at her kind of
gospel throughout their lives. funny, and he said, “Her color will change in a minute!” | was
looking at her. She looked awfully gray-black to me. | didn’t

LeSSO nS F rO m the remember that until the blood starts oxidizing, you don’t see any

pink color. That happened right in front of my eyes. It was almost
M an g er like “pop”, and her skin turned pink!

We think of this as a happy time. Jesus is coming. He is born

Our Pastor, High Priest Robert Rolfe first greeted the congreung this is a good time for all, except maybe for Mary who had to
gation with the announcement that he and Lynda will be in Colqijge the donkey seventy miles when she was ready to deliver and
rado with their daughters next week and not be with us to celebratgan giving birth in a stable. | talked to Glen Friend here this week
Christmas day; but, he added, “Nevertheless, we think of you @kd, and he had an experience in which he was talking to the Lord

much as our own family as we do our own children.” about the crucifixion. He was thinking about this terrible scourging
Next he announced that he was going to read a scripture frogad what the pain would be to go through the crucifixion, have nails

the seventh chapter of Isaiah, and warned us that he might haMgou and all this. He was talking to the Lord about how hard it must
difficulty with this sermon. “You know, the shortest verse in thengye been to go through all that. He believes that he had an
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experience in which the Lord told him that the hardest thing He dichake a great nation out of Abraham, a promise that Sarah would
was to be born in Bethlehem! birth Isaac, a promise that Solomon would build the temple, and
Jesus Came In the Flesh there are many, many others. What would the Bible mean to us if
Now, you might think about that for a minute! That's the firstGod had given all of those promises but failed to keep them? We
lesson, according to the Gospels, that we have God coming in thebably wouldn’'t have the Bible on our shelves. We would say,
flesh! How many of you have been wherever it is - the mountain§yhat a useless book! God is making promises and we can't rely
the beach, someplace that is just so beautiful that you say, “I dowh them!” | think our faith would be meaningless. The word of God
want to leave here. | would like to just stay here. This is so nices we interpret it would be unreliable. | feel like the virgin birth is
We have all had these experiences. Maybe it was even here in loveale of those things that if you don’t rely on what the scripture says,
You might think about who this was and where He was cominthe whole house comes tumbling down. It is essential to the faith in
from. Does Jesus Christ love God the Father? Does the Father ladesus Christ that the virgin birth was not just a principle, but that it
the Son? All He had to do was leave wherever God lives and tlaetually occurred.
hosts of Heaven, the Creator of the Universe and come down and Many of the theologians that | have read think that the virgin
put Himself into this little baby and go through that whole experibirth is just one of those doctrines about which we can make up our
ence of being born, then living as a baby, doing all the things thatvn mind; and they have lots of those in there that way. They think
babies do and growing up with Joseph and Mary. According to theu can just make up your own mind whether the virgin birth
experience Glen had, He said that was the hardest thing that He eghpened, and they say we don’t have to believe that to be a
to do. That's quite an insight because it comes from God'’s viewzhristian. Do you think that it doesn’t matter whether you believe
point. From our viewpoint as men, we would say the hardest thintpat a virgin birth occurred to be a Christian?
would be to go and be crucified. But if you look at it from God’'s = Those people who have that view look at the Gospel like a
point of view, He’s coming from being the Creator of the Universesmorgasbord. Lynda and | have tried not to go to those restaurants
to becoming a man and subjecting himself to all that being a mdrecause we have found that we do not have the won’t power to quit
means. loading up, What we really need is to have them give us a six inch
And | might point out to you in Third Nephi 1:12 - Rick and plate, and then we might have some relief. But usually they have 12
Bess read part of that to you this morning, but they didn’t read thiz 14 inch plates and the temptationis it's all you can eat, so you just
part of this account. This particular chapter is where all the believekgep piling it on. In terms of the smorgasbord, it's the same way in
in Christ are ready to be destroyed. This is the context. This is therms of the theologians. You look at all the scriptures say and you
night that if the sign that Samuel the Prophet had testified aboséay, “I believe this one. | don't believe this one. | believe this one.
didn’t come, they were all toast! So Nephi, as you might guess, waslon't believe this one”, and you just throw out the ones that you
praying pretty hard. You know, if you thought this could be youidon’t believe. Well, if that's the case, then Jesus was just a good
last day on earth, you might be a little more serious about yoteacher. He had a lot of interesting things to say, but He wasn’t any
prayers. So this is what it says here: “And it came to pass that déferent than us.
cried mightily unto the Lord, all that day; and behold, the voice of It Was a Virgin Birth
the Lord came unto him, saying, Lift up your head and be of good Solessontwois - and you might think about that a little bit - that
cheer, for behold, the time is at hand, and on this night shall the sigrHe was born of a virgin, what does that do to the theologian’s
be given, And on the morrow come | into the world, to shew untpoint of view? Do | have to accept Him as the Son of God, if that's
the world that | will fulfill all that which | have caused to be spokenthe case? Because that’'s impossible - or at least we would think it
by the mouth of my holy prophets.” was impossible for a child to be born without a father, and if that
So even right before His birth, Jesus Himself is testifying tdvappened, then the virgin birth is as the Gospel testifies it to be.
Nephithat He's coming into the world the next day. Now | grant yod found a poll. They ran a poll of 7441 Protestant ministers and
that it's pretty hard for us to imagine a man being a God. | havasked them all this question about whether they believed in the
jokingly said that | have the body of a god - and some of you wiNirgin birth. How do you think the ministers did? I'm not picking
say outright, “It's Buddha!” That's the body | have now. It used toon anybody. This is just what the poll said: Lutherans, 19 percent
be Hercules but it has changed; but in this case, Jesus was Goftitheir ministers believed in the virgin birth; American Baptists, 34
Even in that baby, He was still God and also a man. It's really hagercent, Episcopalians, 44 %, Presbyterians, 49 %, Methodists,
for us to understand that. That is a difficult thing for us to conceiv60%. At least for the Methodists, over half of them believed in the
of; and the only way this could happen would be for Him to be bormirgin birth, or at least said they did in the poll.
of a virgin. Otherwise He would be just like a man like all the rest  Harris poll polled 1011 adults. You understand how these polls
of us. And so | would like to ask you this morning, “Do you believeare supposed to work. They do them randomly and whatever they
that it really happened - that Jesus was born to a virgin?” What @ome up with is supposed to give a cross section of adults in the
we know about this? How many experiences have you had whelnited States and tell you what we are thinking. They randomly
you have learned of virgin births. | don’'t know of any, and most ofelected adults that were not clergy, and 91% of them believed in
the time we say, “Yeah! Right!” That would be the reaction. So, ithe virgin birth. Now you might ask yourself, “How could the
any case, how can that be? This was what Mary asked the angelstors of all these congregations not believe in the virgin birth, but
when he said this was going to happen. What was the answer? “Withr the most part all of their parishioners believe in it?” It's a kind
God, nothing is impossible.” We won’t know really how thatof a strange thing, isn't it, that the ones who are teaching the faith
happened, but we have to believe in faith, | think, that it did happeare the ones who don't believe. All | can say is that Isaiah 7, and we
just as the scripture claims that it did. have read that, says a virgin shall conceive, which in terms of how
You know, there are some Old Testament prophecies that hawe look at things, is impossible! So what was the angel’'s message
been fulfilled. We already know of these. There is a promise ttw Mary? “With God, nothing is impossible!”
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We have been very familiar with the story in chapter two of Lukeshe did. You can believe that either way, but anyhow she was, and
As we read that, we think of Luke as the Christmas story. Fapparently, if you read the Gospels, that was public knowledge that
something different today, | would like us to look at Joseph'she was. And so, perhaps Mary thought, “Nothing’s impossible
account of what occurred, and that's in Matthew two. Luke two wawith God. If Joseph doesn’t believe that, | guess that's God’s
Mary’s account. Matthew two is Joseph’s account. It's really shorproblem, and God will take care of it.” That may have been the
| will just read the chapter: approach she took to the whole thing. In any case, the scripture says
“Now, as itis written, the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wisethat Joseph did as the angel of the Lord told him. And Mary said,
After his mother, Mary, was espoused to Joseph, before they cafige it according to your word!”
together she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph, | would like to point out something to you in terms of this,
her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publioseph went to bed with one decision on his mind - a decision to do
example, was minded to put her away privily. But while he thoughdne thing on his mind, and woke up with a different answer. Have
on there things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto himyou ever done that - gone to bed thinking you are going to do
avision, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto theemething a certain way and something changes your mind in the
Mary thy wife; for that which is conceived in her, is of the Holy meantime? Well, if you go to bed and have a decision and you pray
Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his nan the Lord about what you should be doing, sometimes God’s
Jesus; for he shall save his people from their sins. Now this to@ecision is just the opposite from what your decision was, and if you
place, that all things might be fulfilled, which were spoken of thdisten to him, you may wake up and say, “Hey! I'm going to do this
Lord, by the prophets, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with childglifferently!”
and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, So Joseph marries the girl. He accepts her as his wife. But then
(which, being interpreted, is, God with us.) he has another thing that's another lesson here, and that is, this isn’t
Then Joseph, awaking out of his vision, did as the angel of thest accepting her as his wife if he believes the angel message, is it?
Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife; And knew her noHe is accepting that this child is the Son of God! There has been a
until she had brought forth her first-born son; and they called hiske that all Jewish women think that their sons are sons of God; but
name Jesus.” Now, there’s a lot in that story. in this particular case, he was the Son of God. And | have a feeling
I marry a lot of people. that's one of the things | do aghat he wasn't the easiest kid to raise, despite what you might think
magistrate. | don’t know how many. Sometimes | marry as many about it. Do you know why? Have you ever run across these kids
three couples a day. Lynda has said we need to put a chapel in thgt are so precocious that they are away ahead of you all of the
office. Maybe we should build one outside where we could have thiane? You just can’t keep up with them. | have a feeling he was that
smallest church in the world, or something. Well, anyway, theway. That's why when he was twelve years old he spent three days
didn’t do things the same in that day as we do. Under the law, th@ythe temple talking to the High Priests, and they are all amazed at
were betrothed. We would say they were engaged. This was muebw much He knows. And the parents say, “How come you did this
more than that. This was a contract, and if you break the contratd, us?” You know they go a day out there traveling and have to go
you are in big trouble under their system. Once this contract wémck. | don’t know how happy | would be if | had to drive back a
entered into there was a period of time between the signing of thole day to pick up one of my kids who was doing what he wasn’t
agreement and the marriage. It was during that period of time thatipposed to be doing. In any case, they accepted him. | think Joseph
Mary turns up pregnant. What would you do, then, men, if thadiccepted Him as the Son of God. | think he had to. Remember now,
happened to you - that you have an engagement and your wife tobligth Joseph nd Mary are descendants of who? David. And so he is
comes to you and says, “I'm pregnant!"? Or she doesn’t have tm line by lineage to be king of Israel, an heir to the throne of David.
It's obvious! Sometimes you can tell. After awhile they don'thave  So, in any case, we get to the part of the story which we usually
to say anything. What would you do? Joseph isn't any different thasee at Christmas time, and that is they have arrived in town and are
the rest of us. looking for a room. Have you ever had that experience where you
Well, he had, he thought, two possible actions. One of thosae traveling and you can't find room? Why, | have. The last time
was to make a public example of Mary. What that means is, undese were coming from Michigan, we left western Michigan, up in
the Deuteronomy 22, you took her outside of town and stoned hérve upper peninsula, drove through Wisconsin, drove through
to death. That was one choice, and it said he didn’t want to do thdinnesota, finally at one thirty in the morning we stopped at a rest
Well, if you really cared about her despite what she, quote, unquotgea in Minneapolis. There were no rooms in all that place - no camp
had done to you, you might think that is pretty severe. Or he coufzfounds, no motels, no nothing, and | could understand a little bit
divorce her under Deuteronomy 24. That’s what he is talking aboof what it might be like. Think how tired you would get if you are
when he says “putting her away.” That's another phrase for gettiigoking for a room and you can’t get one. The best place they could
a divorce. Whenever you see that in the scriptures, putting awéind was a stable, and while we may romanticize that, | have a
your wife, that's getting a divorce. Well, lesson number three is thé¢eling that stable was not a place that any of us would want to stay
the Lord supplied Joseph with an explanation and gave him a thinal But it might be better than nothing if you wanted to get out of the
option. night air and have a place to hole up.
Lesson Number Three - The Lord Gives “Third Options” So we have one more child in a teeming mass of humanity that
What's the third option? Marry the girl! I might point out to is born under those circumstances. | might ask you, “Who would
you. Joseph and Mary both got the same information. Didn’t they¥otice that that had occurred?” Probably most of the people there,
The angel came to Mary and gave her information. The angel carather than Joseph and Mary, didn’'t pay any attention. It was just
to Joseph and gave him the same information. It's interesting to na@other child born on another night.
- l went back and looked at this to be sure - | don't find anything in 1 would like to read you a short story. This is called, “Trouble
the text that says that Mary told him how she got pregnant. Mayta the Inn.” “For years now whenever Christmas pageants are talked
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about in a certain little town in the midwest, someone is sure t&mile, as he says. ‘You can have my room!

mention the name of Wallace Pearling. Wally's performanceinone “Some people in the town thought that the pageant had been
annual production of the nativity play has slipped into the realm aliined. Yet there were others, many, many others, who considered
legend. But the old timers who were in the audience that nighit,the most Christmasy of all the Christmas pageants they had ever
never tire of recalling exactly what happened. (That's because ofgten.”

timers, and | am beginning to get into that category, start to repeat | think that is a beautiful story. | think it has to do with what
ourselves often saying, “Have | ever told you?” “Yeah, you have!"Christmas is all about, and perhaps Wallace Pearling, even though
“Wally was nine that year and in the second grade though he showle would say that he was one of those special students, seemed to
have been in the fourth, Most people in town knew that he hagense more of what Christmas was about than all of the others.
difficulty in keeping up. He was big and clumsy - slow in movemenwWho would notice a baby being born under those circumstances? |
and in mind. Still Wally was liked by the other children in his classmight ask you, “Why did God choose such a way for His Son to
all of whom were smaller than he, though the boys had troubkome into the earth? Why didn’'t He come in a big ship, sail two
hiding their irritation when Wally would ask to play ball with them hundred feet above the ground and make Hs announcement saying,
or any game, for that matter, in which winning was important. Mosti’'m here! I'm here to solve all of your problems. I'm here to heal
often they would find a way to keep him out. Wally would hangthe sick and give you all salvation.” Why was He born a baby
around anyway - not sulking - just hoping. He was always thistead of coming in a way that was so heralded or by some other
helpful boy - a willing and smiling one, and the natural protectorbig display of power?

paradoxically, of the underdog. Sometimes if the older boys chased Jesus Had to Become a Man to Redeem Men

the younger ones away, it would always be Wally who would say, You know, according to the Book of Hebrews, and this is
‘Can’t they stay? They would be no bother.’ another lesson - Jesus had to become a man to redeem men. The

“Wally fancied the idea of being a shepherd with the flute in theirgin birth was a vital part of God’s plan of redemption. Without
Christmas pageant that year, but the play’s director, Miss Lombarthe virgin birth, He was just another man. He would have been born
assigned him a more important role. After all, she reasoned, the irmsin and lived in sin all of His life. But the scriptures say that Jesus
keeper didn't have too many lines and Wally’s size would make hiwas born without sin and that He knew no sin during His life. He is
refusal of lodging to Mary more forceful. both the Son of God and God, the Son!

“And so it happened that the usual large partisan audience (We Reason, we talked bout this in class, cold logic says that's
used to do this. Remember that, you old timers, how we used itnpossible, but the scriptures say it had to be. It was necessary for
recite and say poems, and sing songs and so forth?) gathered forikéo be redeemed by our Savior. So Mary had the child in a stable
town’s yearly extravaganza of crooks and crutches, of beards aadd laid Him in a manger. You know, here’s another lesson. The
crowns, halos and a whole stage full of squeaky voices. No one arord manger is a French word. | don’t know whether you have
stage or off was more caught up in the magic of the night than wésught about this. So much of what God does is full of symbolism
Wallace Pearling. They said later that he stood in the wings artd help us understand what He is doing; and the word in French
watched the performances with such fascination that from time tmeans to be fed. Did Jesus come into the world to be fed? He was
time Miss Lombard had to make sure he didn’t wander on stad®rn to be fed. Later on in His life, He said, “l am the bread of life.
before his cue. If any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever.” (John 6:51). That

“Then the time came when Joseph appeared slowly, tenderelpless baby that laid in that cattle trough was to be fed to the world
guiding Mary to the door of the inn. Joseph knocked hard on theto be given as a ransom - His life for our life!
wooden door set into the painted back drop. Wally, the innkeeper, You know, the Psalmist David asked that question. “None can
was there waiting. ‘What do you want?’ Wally said swinging theby any means redeem his brother; nor give to God a ransom for him
door open with a brusque gesture. ‘We seek lodging.’ ‘Seek that he should still live forever... .” (Psalm 49:7-8). But Jesus did
elsewhere!” Wally looked straight ahead but spoke vigorouslythat! As He laid in that manger, He was showing the world that He
‘The inn is filled" came to be fed!

“Sir, we have asked everywhere in vain. We have traveled far Generally in our schools across the country, our government
and are very weary.’ ‘There is no room in this inn for you!” Wally has been doing a good job of eliminating the message that God
looked properly stern! ‘Please, good innkeeper. This is my wifdgecame a man and was born in a stable to be fed, and it's my belief
Mary. She is heavy with child and needs a place to rest. Surely ythat the morals and ethics of our children have been suffering ever
have some small corner for her. She is so tired.’ since. And I think it is rather ironic that in Russia, the Communists

“Now, for the first time, the innkeeper relaxed his stiff stancehave recognized that their society is destroying itself because of the
and looked down at Mary. With that there was a long pause - lofgck of ethics and morals; and so for the past ten years they have
enough to make the audience a bit tense with embarrassment. ‘Nimplemented a program to teach morals and ethics to their children.
Be gone!” whispered the prompter from the wings. ‘No!” Wally Do you know how they're doing that? They are importing Bibles,
repeated automatically. ‘Be gone!” Joseph sadly placed his arputting them in the schools and having people come to teach the
around Mary and Mary laid her head upon her husband’s shouldé&ids what those lessons are. Isn’t that strange that the Communists
and the two of them started to move away. are teaching the Bible in the schools and the Christians are booting

“The innkeeper did not return inside his inn, however. Wallythe Bibles out of the schools?
stood there in the doorway watching the forlorn couple. His mouth ~ Well, I've got another little story. This is supposed to be a true
was open, his brow creased with concern, his eyes filling unmistaktory about two Americans who answered that call to come to
ably with tears. And suddenly this Christmas pageant becanfussia and teach morals and ethics to the children. They are invited
different from all others. ‘Don’t go, Joseph’, Wally cried out. to teach at prisons, businesses, orphanages, fire and police depart-
‘Bring Mary back!” And Wallace Pearling’s face grew into a brightments, etc. And so they went to this orphanage where there are about
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a hundred boys and girls who have been abandoned, abused anddefén us the best gift ever this Christmas season. We are now
in the care of the government. Here is the story that they told abdobking into the manger. There lies the King of Kings and Lord of
their experience: Lords! Are we like little Mishna - we don’t have any gift for Him?

“It was nearing the holiday season, 1994 - time for our orphanisesson six is, What gift do you bring to the King in the manger?
to hear for the first time the traditional story of Christmas. We told
them about Mary and Joseph arriving in Bethlehem. Finding no .
room, in the inn, the couple went to a stable where the baby Jesus L Ive O Ut -
was born and placed in a manger.

“Throughout the story, the children in the orphanage sat in Don ’t J USt ACt Out -

amazement as they listened, Remember, for these folks, this is the
firsttime they ever heard this message. Some sat on the edge of their 1
stools trying to grasp every word. Completing the story, we gave the T h e C h rl Stm aS Sto ry
children three small pieces of cardboard to make a crude manger. “He was born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of
Each child was given a small paper square cut from yellow napkifge will of man, but of God. And the same word was made flesh, and
| had brought with me. No colored paper was available in the cityyelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the Only
(Now for you teachers, these are object lessons, right? You gitgegotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John bear witness of
them these things and they learn it by reinforcement, doing it agaimhim, and cried, saying, This is he of whom I spake; He who cometh
“The orphans were busy assembling their manger. They tokgter me, is preferred before me; for he was before me. For in the
up their paper and laid strips in the straw, and small squares |9éginning was the Word, even the Son, who is made flesh, and sent
flannel from a worn out nightgown an American lady was throwingnto us by the will of the Father. And as many as believe on his name
away for the baby blanket, and a doll like baby was cut from a pieeall receive of his fullness. And of his fullness have all we
of felt. All went well until | gOt to one table where little Mishna sat. received' even |mm0rta||ty and eternal |ife, through his grace_”
He looked to be about six years old and had finished his project. RSohn 1:13-16)
I looked at the little boy’s manger, | was startled to see, not one but  Nathan Smith, returning home for Christmas, was our speaker
two - two babies in the manger. | wanted to say, “Where did he gftfe day after Christmas. After reading the scripture concerning the
this?” Quickly I called for the translator to ask the lad why theryjrth of Jesus Christ, he began by recalling recent conversations
were two babies in the mangel’. CI’OSSing h|S arms in front Of him ar\)ﬂth friends for Whom their most Cherished Christmas remems-
looking at this completed manger scene, the child began to repgatnce from childhood was acting out the Christmas story as a
the story very seriously. For such a young boy who had only heafgimily. “Some of them have quite elaborate traditions including
the story once, he related the happenings accurately until he cagaring costumes and using all the front room - living room space
to the part where Mary put the baby Jesus in the manger. Th@jth all of their cousins acting out the Christmas story. Somewhere
Mishna started to ad lib. He made up his own ending to the storyknow there is a video tape of the Loving cousins dressed up in
(If you have taught children, sometimes they do that.) And this igathrobes and towel turbans acting out the Christmas story. Cer-
what he said: tainly at church | have beeninvolved in Christmas pageants through
“And when Mary laid the baby in the manger, Jesus looked ahe years. And every year at South Chrysler, where | attend now,
me and asked if | had a place to stay. | told him I have no mama afiby have a very big Christmas program where all of the children
| have no papa, and | don’t have any place to stay. Then Jesus tglgss up and get to take part in the Christmas story.
me | could stay with Him, but | told Him | couldn’t because I didn’t | think it is such a nice tradition and such a worthwhile thing to
have a glft to give Him like everybody else did. But | wanted to StaMO, because if you are p|ay|ng a part in the Christmas story, you
with Jesus so much, | thought about what I could use for a gift.rkally can put yourself in the shoes of the person you are playing in
thought maybe if | kept Him warm, would that be a good enough way that just reading the story maybe you don't. If you actually
gift? And Jesus told me, ‘If you keep me warm, that will be the begfo ahead, put on some kind of a costume and stand in that place, you
gift anybody ever gave me!" So | got into the manger and Jesiggin really imagine yourself in the story and in the shoes of the
looked at me and told me | could stay with Him forever! people who lived it out in real life. | hope for the young people that,
“Now, as little Mishna finished his story, his eyes brim full of if you haven't been in a Christmas play, you will have a chance to
tears that splashed down his little cheeks, putting his hand over kg that, if not this year, perhaps another year. And | hope that this
little face, his head dropped to the table and his shoulders shookgsmon today will be putin away that you will be able to understand
he sobbed and sobbed. The little orphan had found someone WAy relate to it, even if you are one of the youngest people here.
would never abandon nor abuse him - someone who would stay Eyen though the Christmas Day has passed, the Christmas
with him for always!” story is always important to us. God is the author of history. Things
Lesson Number Six - What Gift Do You Bring don’t just happen in history in a random way, but they happen
What about the Americans who had come to teach a lessonggcause God is explaining things to us. So as we look at the story
these children? They had learned the lesson they had come thergig |ook back on it, we can understand God’s message for us; and
teach. And that's the lesson that | would like you to think of thi%ven though we may not act out the story again until next year, |

morning as you look at this manger - that it is not what you have fope we can live out the story of Christmas from now and through-
your life but who you have in your life that really counts. out the coming year.

We all should give thanks for the people that keep us warm in Scripture Records Many Miraculous Births
life, and for all of God’s many blessings to us - freedom fromwant,  Often we start reading the story of Christmas in chapter two of
life, love, togetherness, and for the enduring love of Jesus Chrisiire Gospel of Luke, but it actually begins before that. Luke gives us
the one person who keeps us warm and safe for always. God hagre of the background in chapter one with the story of two people,
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Zacharias and Elizabeth. He says that they were righteous peopfgecial spiritual experiences while she was pregnant with John the
who “walked in all the commandments and ordinances of the LorBaptist.
blameless”. So they were very good people. They alwaystriedtodo As we remembered in the class this morning how the people in
everything right. Zacharias was a Priest and Elizabeth was altfoe Book of Mormon had been given the prophecies and how it must
from that lineage of being with the priesthood; but Zacharias anltdave been very difficult for them to believe when their lives were
Elizabeth had no children, and the scriptures say that they weoa the line. In the movie, some of the people doubted, and probably
“well stricken in years”. That means they were pretty old. Theyn real life that happened, too. Some of the people doubted, but if we
were past the age when most people would be able to have childremnt to live the Christmas story like Zacharias and Elizabeth, we
While Zacharias was serving in the temple - he was burning incensannot doubt but believe in God’s promises. And if we have
- the angel Gabriel appeared to him, and it was very magnificent.doubted, we need to repent, just like Zacharias; because certainly
must have been because “Zacharias was troubled and fear fell upehile Zacharias was being so quiet for nine months, he probably
him; but Gabriel said unto Zacharias, Fear not!” And he told hinnad lots of time to reflect. And he definitely, | think, repented
that he would have a son who would be named John, who woutetcause as soon as he could speak again, the very first things he said
prepare the way for the Messiah. were praises to God; and God was able to work with Zacharias to
Zacharias was very surprised, and it was a little bit hard for hirbring that special prophecy, so Zacharias certainly repented. If we
to believe that because he and Elizabeth were so old. And he sdidye doubts in our hearts sometimes, itis important that we live like
“Whereby shall | know this, for | am an old man, and my wife is welZacharias did and we repent so we can have that joy of praising God
stricken in years.” And Gabriel answered, “| am Gabriel who standsnd being a special instrument for Him.
in the presence of God and am sent to speak unto thee and show theeThere are several other stories told in the scriptures of couples
these glad tidings.” It seems like Gabriel is saying, “What more derho didn’t have any children even though they really wanted to
you want? An angel appeared to tell you. What more evidence t@ve them just like Zacharias and Elizabeth. You remember the
you need of what is going to happen?” But Gabriel gave him anothstory of Hannah, Elkanah’s wife, who was so sad that she couldn’t
sign. He said, “You won't be able to speak again until the things thatve any children that she was just weeping outside the gates of the
| prophesied come to pass.” temple. She was so upset that Eli, who was the prophet, thought
And that was just what happened! When Zacharias left théhere must be something wrong with her. Her prayers were an-
temple, he couldn't talk to anybody. He couldn’t say anythingswered, and Hannah did have a son. Her son was Samuel who was
because that was what Gabriel had given him for a sign so he wotle prophet who anointed the kings of Israel.
know that what he had said was true. And just as Gabriel had said, We remember also the story of Rachel and Jacob. Remember
Zacharias finished serving at the temple, he went home and his whew Rachel didn’t have any children. She was very sad also because
Elizabeth became pregnant, and she praised God for that miradber sister Leah had children but Rachel didn’t have any children of
Everybody knew thatitwas a real miracle because because Zachatiasown. But in time, God heard her prayers, and she had two sons.
and Elizabeth were so old. Their baby was born, and after he wa@se of her sons. Joseph, was the one who saved the whole family
eight days old, he was brought to the temple for circumcision, arfdom famine.
that was when he would get his name. The people in the family Of course, you remember the story of Jacob’s grandparents,
thought that he should be named Zacharias after his father becaGseah and Abraham. Again, they were getting really old. God had
he was probably the only son which they would ever have, and theyomised that they would have a son, but they had never had any
thought he should carry on his father’'s name, but Elizabeth saidhildren of their own, and they were getting very old - past the age
“Not so! He shall be called John!” when most people can have children; but God blessed them and
The family thought they should ask Zacharias about that faheir son Isaac was the child of promise who inherited the covenant
sure; so they asked Zacharias if he thought that was OK. Zachar@sGod. So why is this similar story played out so many times in the
still couldn’t talk but he wrote out a message, and it said, “His nameeriptures? It must be that God is trying to tell us something!
is John!” As soon as he did that, Zacharias could speak again, and There’s the story of another woman in the scriptures who was
the very first words that came out of his mouth after at least ningoing to have a baby, and she represented the church. She struggled
months of not being able to talk were to praise God. And then tegainst the dragon representing Satan, but she finally did bring forth
gave a prophecy. He prophesied about Jesus and he prophesiedchild which was the Kingdom of God. And sometimes we look
about John. About John he said, “Thou child, shalt be called tra the state of the church today and it looks like it's in such a sad
prophet of the highest, for thou shalt go before the face of the Lombndition. We see the divisions in some of the Restoration groups.
to prepare His way, to give knowledge of salvation unto His peopM/e see the sad news from the Community of Christ just of late and
by baptism for the remission of their sins whereby the dayspringver the years and we think, “Why? Why didn’t God bring Zion
from on high has visited us to give light to them who sit in darknedsack when the church was young - when she was strong? She seems
and the shadow of death - to guide our feet in the way of peaceat weak now, and old. It seems like the time for her to bring forth
(Luke 1:75-78). her child might have passed! But we can have faith, just like
Have Faith To Believe in Miracles Elizabeth. Believe! We know that God’s promises are true - that the
So if we want to live out the Christmas story - not just act it ouchurch will fulfill her mission - that God can use weak things to do
once ayear - but if you want to really live the Christmas story in theronderful things in the world, and his promises will all be fulfilled!
coming year, how can we live like Zacharias and Elizabeth? | thinknd so as we try to live out the story of Zacharias and Elizabeth, we
the important thing that we can do is that we can believe - believeust have faith in God’s promises. If we have faith, then we can be
in God’s promises and not doubt. Zacharias had some doubts at tiving the Christmas story.
beginning, but | think Elizabeth believed. She believed that God Mary - Humble and Obedient Mary
would do that miracle in her life, and because of that she had these Now, those who have been in Christmas plays in the past will
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know that one of the most important characters is Mary. She is otteat Mary had that always comes through, also her love of God and
of the featured parts - a very important part for those who are goirger faith in His covenants. So | would like to read the words of Mary
to be acting in the Christmas play. So, if we are going to live out tifeom Luke 1:45-54.
story of Christmas, we need to think of how we can live out the  “And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my
characteristics of Mary in our lives. spirit rejoiceth in God my Savior. For he hath regarded the low
Mary is introduce to us in the Gospel of Luke. An angelestate of his handmaiden; for behold, from henceforth all genera-
Gabriel; appeared to her and he said, “Hail thou virgin who attons shall call me blessed. For he who is mighty hath done to me
highly favored of the Lord. The Lord is with thee, for thou artgreat things; and | will magnify his holy name, For his mercy on
chosen and blessed among women.” And Mary’s reaction to thihose who fear him from generation to generation. He hath showed
angel Gabriel's coming to her, tells us something about her charagtrength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination
ter. The scriptures say she was troubled and pondered in her he#rtheir hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their high seats;
what manner of salutation this could be, but it doesn’t say that slamd exalted them of low degree. He hath filled the hungry with good
was frightened. Now when Zacharias saw the angel Gabriel, it saffgngs; but the rich he hath sent empty away. He hath helped his
he was troubled and fear fell upon him. And when the shepherdgrvant Israel in remembrance of mercy, As he spake to our fathers,
saw the angels, we know that they were sore afraid! And those Abraham, and to his seed forever.”
angels had to tell the people, “Don’t worry! Don’t be afraid! But So, as we think about how we can live out the story of Mary in
Gabriel didn’t have to say that to Mary because it doesn’t say thtte coming year, we can concentrate on her humility and how she
she was afraid. | think that we can tell from that that Mary must haweas faithfully obedient to the things that her heavenly Father asked.
been a very courageous person; but even more, she must have Rad, for those of us who still live at home with our parents, one way
other experiences with the Holy Spirit before. This wasn’t the firsthat can happen is if we are obedient to our parents right away when
time that God had spoken to her, | don’t think, because shbey ask. Sometimes when our parents ask us to do things, we want
recognized right away what was happening. Even though she hadsay, “Can’t somebody else doit?” or “I really don’t wantto.” But
alotto think about, her heart was prepared and her life was prepasgdden God asked Mary to do something very special for Him, she
so that she recognized, when God spoke to her in that special wdidn’'t complain. She didn’t ask a lot of questions. She just obeyed.
what was happening; and she knew that she didn’t have to be afrafdhd for those of us who live at home with our parents, that's a good
The angel Gabriel explained to Mary that she would have way that we can live out the story of Mary in the coming year - to
son, Jesus, and that would happen through the power of the highdst;obedient just the way that Mary was obedient.
and he told her that with God, nothing is impossible. Mary believed Shepherds - Humble and Enthusiastic Witnesses
him and her response was: Behold the handmaid of the Lord. Be it One of the most fun parts, | think, you can play in the Christmas
unto me according to Thy word.” So we understand that Mary musglay is to be a shepherd, because a lot of times the shepherds get to
have been a very humble person because even though Gabriel hage with them little lambs or they get to have a shepherds crook -
told her that she was highly favored of the Lord, and blessed amopgu know that curved piece of wood that the shepherds would use
all of the women in the whole world, she still saw herself as & catch the sheep. | always liked being a shepherd, partly because
handmaiden of the Lord. She was very humble and also venf the extra props that you get to have. And as we think about the
obedient. She was willing to obey what God asked of her, and sehepherds we think about, why do you think it was that God chose
said, “Be it unto me according to Thy word!” to appear to the shepherds to tell them that Jesus was born?
While she was pregnant with Jesus, Mary went to visit he€Certainly there were lots of people in Bethlehem that He could have
cousin Elizabeth who was pregnant with John the Baptist, archosen to tell that Jesus was born. But He chose to go to the
Elizabeth felt John leap inside her belly when Mary came closshepherds. | don’t know exactly why, but | think that some of the
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost and said, “Blessed art thoteasons why might be a foreshadowing. You know, we talked about
who believed, for those things which were told thee by the angel &od being the author of Christmas. Sometimes an author will give
the Lord shall be fulfiled.” Elizabeth said, “Blessed art thou whoyou a clue at the beginning of the story about what's going to happen
believed” because she believed that she was going to have a saithe end. And we know that Jesus was the good shepherd. After
even though she was old, and that was really a miracle. But evele grew up, He was the good shepherd who would give His life for
more of a miracle was that Mary was going to have a son and stiee sheep. So by having the shepherds come at the very beginning,
was a virgin and yet Mary believed and Elizabeth commended hethen Jesus was born, we see a clue of what's going to happen later
through the power of the Holy Ghost for being one who believedn.
So we see how important it is to believe and have faith in God’s Alsoitreinforces the idea of humility. Justlike Mary was avery
promises. humble person, God chose very humble shepherds. He didn’t
And Mary’s words when she spoke to Elizabeth are some of th@hoose rich people. He didn’t choose powerful people. He didn’t
most beautiful words in the scriptures. They really help us undechoose the soldiers or the kings. He chose the shepherds to be able
stand the kind of person that Mary was. The words of this passatgebe the first ones to come and worship Jesus. And it shows us how
of scripture are sometimes called the “Canticle of Mary” or someimportant it is for us to be humble and not think the we are just the
times called the “Magnificat”, because the first word that she saysiggest and best people; but we recognize that God is the biggest
in Latin is Magnificat! The Magnificat has inspired some of theand best, and we are all His humble children.
greatest composers throughout time to write some of the most | think probably one of the really important reasons why God
important and beautiful music. In the choir at CPRS this year, wehose the shepherds to appear to to tell about Jesus being born, was
sang part of the Magnificat, and last year we sang part of theecause of the way that the Shepherds responded to that message
Magnificat by Bach. Many composers have written music inspirett says in the scriptures, “And they came with haste and found Mary
by Mary’s words. In the words here, we can understand the humilignd Joseph and the babe lying in the manger. And when they had
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seen, they made known abroad the saying which was told thirie doesn’t let me get away with that! We usually go, but some-
concerning this child. Allthey who heard it wondered at those thirtgaes | don't really feel like even making just a short drive. It is not
which were told them by the shepherds; but Mary kept all theselong for me as it is for you people here who have to drive from
things and pondered them in her heart; and the shepherds returaetbni to Mt. Ayr for prayer service, but i don’t always feel like it.
glorifying and praising God for all the things which they had heaf8ut the Wise Men made it their life’s work. It was a long journey.
and seen as they were manifested unto them.” They dedicated probably maybe up to two years to make this trip.
Inthe Christmas play in South Crysler, as soon as the shephé&mni$ why did they do it? They came to worship Him! They were
have come up and worshipped baby Jesus, they turn around ardegaated to worshipping. Sometimes we think that maybe we can
running down the aisles and say, “Jesus is born! Jesus is born!"lareda good moral life and just try to keep the commandments and
they tell everybody. And that’s just what the shepherds did in readrship kind of gets left out of what it is to be a Christian for us; but
life, too. They went out and had enthusiastic testimonies to tebrshipping Him should be an important part of our life if we are
people of what they had seen - the wonderful news of Jesus. | tigiaing to live like the Wise Men.
that's a part of why God chose the shepherds to be the witnesses anénd the other thing that | think we can learn from the Wise Men
the ones who could come worship at the stable was because He kaé&aw important it is for us to be giving. The Wise Men gave very
that they would be enthusiastic and valiant in their testimoniegportant and good gifts to Jesus, and most of us follow their
telling people about the good things God had done for them. example in giving each other gifts at Christmas time. And the act of
There’s alady who goes to church with us in Independence. §héng is just such a powerful thing that it can really change our
always comes to prayer service. She never misses! Wheneverhearts. There was a young girl who was getting in trouble from her
time for prayers, she is almost always the very first person who slslysn, and her Mom was going to send her to the girl's room, but her
a prayer, and whenever it is time for testimony, she shares adgaiather was already up there, and the Mom knew that if the brother
usually the very first person to stand up to share. She always hasnadthe girl were there together, it wouldn’t be much of a punish-
some kind of experience with God that week whether it is justrtent. They would be having too much fun. So the mother sent to girl
share how excited she is to be living in the Centerplace or whetioethe mother’'s room to be punished - to have some time out.
it is some experience with the Spirit that she has had while she wasThe girl was very upset. She didn’t think it was fair. She was
playing hymns at her piano. She almost always is the first onertad at her Mom. She was so mad that she thought, “I’'m just going
share her testimony, and she is enthusiastic in her witness. She risess up this room!” She was so mad she was going to make it all
living out the Christmas story like the shepherds. She is sharingrtiessy to get back at her mother. But when she gotinto the room, she
good things that God has done with her in her life. And for us, if weticed that the room was a little bit messy already, probably
are going to live out the Christmas story, it is so important that ecause the mom was so busy taking care of the kids who were not
are enthusiastic withesses not just at prayer service at church.ddieg what they should that she didn’t have time to clean it up herself
shepherds didn't just go to the synagogues to share their testimtbaymorning. And so, for some reason, that girl decided that instead
of Jesus. They went and told everybody about the wonderful thin§snaking the room even messier, she would clean it up. She made
that they had heard and seen, and the people were amazed. fhigelyed as nicely as she could. She straightened up the things that
weren’t expecting that the shepherds would have heard this. It wase on the dresser. She tried to pick up anything that was on the
out of the ordinary. So we need to have the courage to share tlflose. She made the room look as nice as she could; and by the time
experiences even if they are out of the ordinary - even if we thsiie was done cleaning up that room, something had happened. Her
people will wonder at the things that we share. We need tohsart had changed. She didn't feel mad at her mom any more. In fact,
enthusiastic witnesses if we are going to live out the story gbfe knew that she needed to go and tell her mom that she was sorry.
Christmas. And that’s what she did. When her Mom came in, she told her that
Wise Men Worship God and Give she was sorry for mishehaving. Her Mom forgave her, and she was
Now, we think again about our Christmas play. Probably thble to go off and have a good day. And that happened because of the
most fun costumes always go to the Wise Men because they geoteer of giving. At first she didn’t want to, but as she started to give
wear crowns. Sometimes they even get to wear beards, and theligigteart changed, and giving has the power to change our hearts. So
to dress up. We think they probably had wealth because of pleeple who live out the story of the Wise Men and give like they did,
expensive gifts they broughtto Jesus, so it makes sense to dressttiemour hearts will be changed.
up in their costumes for the play. They get to have fancier robes, andSo we think about our Christmas play and think about the ways
crowns and everything, and that makes the Wise Men so speciaténwould like to live out the story - not just act it out - not just dress
the play. up and have it be something that we put on, but have it be something
When we think about how we can live out - not just act out -ttt is in our hearts - something that we can live out. We thought
Christmas story, how can we be like the Wise Men? What canaimut how we can repent, believe and not doubt like Zacharias and
learn from them? One of the important things, | think, that we cBlizabeth. We thought about how we can be humble and obedient
learn from them is their dedication to worship. Why did the wise migke Mary. We thought about how we can share our enthusiastic
make that long trip? It says they came from afar. Right? Why dés$timony like the shepherds did. And we can give our very best like
they come such a long way on their trip? They told the king, “Wilee Wise Men. | think we mentioned Joseph in there a little bit and
have come to worship him!” That's why they made that long trighe angels, but there is still one very important person in the
to worship. | don’t know about you, but sometimes for me onChristmas story who we haven't talked about. Probably the most
Wednesday night after | have had a long day at work - Wednesuiagortant person in the Christmas story, we haven't talked about.
| have no breaks in my schedule at school, and | have to teach pi&ho would that be? (A child responded). “Who is it, Aquilla?”
lessons after school - sometimes | think, “Well. Maybe we will jushat’s right. We haven't talked about Jesus, and we certainly cannot
stay at home from prayer service tonight.” But we usually dortell or think about the Christmas story without thinking about Jesus.
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Jesus, The Creator is Born A Baby - The Most Amazing Miractmall start and grow up until finally it says that God dwelt in Him.
Now, the Christmas story in the Gospel of John starts out with a littesus grew grace for grace - a little bit at a time. As He grew older
bit different perspective than it does in Luke or in Matthew where wed could understand more, he was able to have more grace. As He
learn about the Wise Men. | would like to read the first five versgew stronger and could walk around, He was able to follow into
of John’s story of Christmas. It says: “In the beginning was th&ces where God would lead Him. He grew from a small start and
gospel preached through the Son. And the gospel was the word fiswadly became able to receive the fulness of God.
the word was with the Son, and the Son was with God, and the Sonlf we read on in Section 90, it says, “And it shall come to pass,
was of God. The same was in the beginning with God. All thintigt if you are faithful, you shall receive the fullness of the record of
were made by him; and without him was not anything made whidbhn. | give unto you these sayings that you may understand and
was made. In him was the gospel, and the gospel was the life, andtiog how to worship, and know what you worship, that you may
life was the light of men; And the light shineth in the world, and tlteme unto the Father in my name, and in due time receive of his
world perceiveth it not.” fullness, for if you keep my commandments you shall receive of his
So John tells us that Jesus life didn't start in the stablefitiness and be glorified in me as | am in the Father: therefore, | say
Bethlehem. In fact, He was in the very beginning, and He mad#o you, You shall receive grace for grace.”
everything. Johntells us that He, Jesus, is the good news and the lighThe real way to live the Christmas story is told to us in that
of the world! So Jesus’ life didn’t just begin when He was born passage. Just as Jesus was born in Bethlehem, Jesus must be born i
Mary, but it goes back all the way to the very beginning. John 1dé hearts. And just as Jesus grew up and received grace for grace,
kind of summarizes it again. It says: “For in the beginning was thhe must also grow grace for grace until we can receive of His
Word, even the Son, who is made flesh, and sent unto us by thefuliiess. Then we can be one with Jesus, even as Jesus is one with
of the Father. And as many as believe on his name shall receiv&ad. What an amazing invitation - to be one with Jesus!
his fullness. And of his fullness have all we received, even immor- | tell you, the times in my life when | have felt closest to Jesus
tality and eternal life, through his grace.” are the times when | have had the most joy, the most peace, the most
There is a little bit more of John’s testimony recorded in thave in my heart, the most hope, the most ability to be able to help
Doctrine an d Covenants section 90. It tells us that there is even natiner people and make a difference in their lives. That's just when
that we are going to find out someday, but there is more that we Idaawve been close. | don’t know that | have ever been totally one with
have right now. so | am going to read from Doctrine and Covenalgsus; but the opportunity is to be, not just close to Him but to be
90, starting in 1g (through 2d). “And I, John, bear record that | behtdthlly one with Jesus. That's the message of Christmas - that Jesus
his glory, as the glory of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of gracan be born in our hearts and we can grow together with Jesus until
and truth; even the Spirit of truth which came and dwelt in the fleste receive of His fulness and really be one.
and dwelt among us. And |, John, saw that he received not of the Zacharias, when he was prophesying, called Jesus the Dayspring.
fullness at the first, but received grace for grace; and he receivedinmu think of that beautiful poetic term, the Dayspring - the force
of the fullness at first, but continued from grace to grace, until biethe morning - the light of the dawn. If you think about what our
received a fullness; and thus he was called the Son of God, beckesewould be like without Jesus - how dark and hopeless it would
he received not of the fullness at the first. And I, John, bare recdrel,- there would be no hope, no light. When Jesus was born the
and lo, the heavens were opened and the Holy Ghost descendedDpgspring, you can imagine the dawn starting to arise on the
him in the form of a dove, and sat upon him, and there came a vbiggzon. The first rays come, and then you can start to see the shape
out of heaven saying, This is my beloved Son. And |, John, baf¢he sun coming, Then it gets brighter and brighter until it grows
record that he received a fullness of the glory of the Father; ancaihd becomes a perfect day. That's the invitation for each of us. In
received all power, both in heaven and on earth; and the glory offleetrine and Covenants Section 85:18 it says, “And if your eye be
Father was with him, for he dwelt in him.” single to my glory, your whole bodies shall be filled with light, and
As we think about that part of John’s testimony, that is probalthere shall be no darkness in you, and that body which is filled with
the most amazing miracle. We have been talking about a lofight comprehendeth all things. Therefore, sanctify yourselves that
miracles already today, but | think the most amazing miracle outyour minds become single to God, and the days will come that you
the Christmas story is that Jesus would come to earth. It says thathdd see him: for he will unveil his face unto you, and it shall be in
came and dweltin the flesh and dwelt among us. So He came to dastown time, and in his own way, and according to his own will.”
and dweltinthe flesh - in the form of a person. And even beyond that, Now, the first important step in having Jesus be born in our
He would come and be a tiny, helpless baby - that the Word, whigarts is for us to be born again through baptism - to be laid down in
is talked about from the beginning would become a baby tlia water and when we come up again like a new person. If there are
couldn’t even talk - that the Creator of the Universe would becostmme of you here today who have not been baptized and you could,
a tiny baby that couldn’t walk, couldn’t feed himself, couldn’t dgou should really think about it seriously and consider making that
anything for himself - to be totally dependent. Even his mind wowddvenant with Jesus Christ that He can be born in your life. Some
be the mind of the tiny little baby, and He would have to gropeople here have not been baptized because you are not eight years
Because He was taught from on high, He grew grace for grace, a lititeyet, but just like Jesus when He was a little boy, He was taught
bit by a little bit. So when Jesus was a baby, He really was a real dap§od, you can be taught by God right now. That way when you get
-areal live normal baby. He didn't have the same powers that He ttatle eight years old, you will be ready, and you can make that
before He came to the earth. He gave all that up to become a tmyenant with Him, too. So | hope that if you are not eight years old
baby. And why would that happen? What a wonderful thing; but wigt, you are still growing and that God is teaching you just like He
would that happen? taught Jesus. That way, when you are eight, you will be ready and
There may be lots of reasons, but one of the reasons is becgosean be baptized.
Jesus wanted to show us how to grow - that He could grow from this And for those of us who have come in through that gate and have
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been baptized, the challenge lies before us this year to really live out
the Christmas story - to let Jesus grow. If He has been born into your
hearts, let that grow in our lives. Let us grow grace to grace, and not
be satisfied with where we have been in the past years - not to be
complacent until we have received of His fulness, because that is His
desire for us. That's His purpose in our lives - that we can receive of
His fulness, not just part of the time but to be totally one with Him
- not to just be close, but to be totally one - to receive of that fulness
in our lives. And we can do that. It is promised to us. If we keep the
commandments we can have that fulness.

| would like us to think in closing about a verse in one of our
Christmas hymns. “ O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we
pray; Cast out our sin and enter in; Be born in us today. We hear the
Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; Oh come to us, abide
with us, Our Lord Immanuel.”

FROM THE

PASTOR'S DESK

Continued from front page

What did Jesus say? He that seeks to save his life,
shall lose it. To afarmer, "you fool, your soul is required
of you this night". Take up your cross and follow me. In
whom or what should we put our trust? Jesus has the
answer. Store up your treasure in heaven where moth and
rust doth not corrupt and thieves can't break through and
steal.
Where we will put our trust in 2005?
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CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
Mount Ayr Restoration Branch
607 E. Madison

Mount Ayr, IA 50854

News and Notes

Christmas Cantata OUtStanding Ministry farm eight miles north of Lamoni. Diane’s father, Warren Nash
The Christmas Cantata, “How Great Our Joy” was enjoyed bljves there while fighting cancer. After the visits, the carolers
two appreciative audience. The first offering was on Sundageassembled at the home of Pat and Gerald Bolingbroke for a soup,
evening, December 12, in the sanctuary of the Mt. Ayr church. Théeggies and warm cocoa supper. Gifts had previously been deliv-
room was filled with members and guests from the Mt. Ayrered to the family adopted by the congregation.
community, Lamoni, Leon, Decatur City and as far away as
Guilford, Missouri. Cookies and punch were served in the Fellow- New Year's Eve Party

ship Hall as the congregation mingled after the worship. The New Year's Party is always a fun time for the congrega-

The second audience to enjoy the musical offering is reporteg,, This year it comes at a time too late to be reported in this news
to have numbered some 440 as the Community of Christ church@ter_

Lamoni filled almost to capacity for the Christmas Eve service.

Violinist Tara Lynn Ramsey, granddaughter of Bob and Jerie Gail .
Ramsey, and baritone Chad Ballantyne, son of Richard and BonnieG raceland Winter Term Plans Completed

Ballantyne, his wife Laura and his mother-in-law Carol Kimmel Two Graceland University winter terms are of special interest
also gave ministry at that service. to the congregation. Steven Smith’s silver-smithing class enrolls
Thirty-two singers, some from other areas as far away Janeteen students. His testimony is that the Lord has made possible

Independence, Missouri, and some congregational members wift¢ Provision of equipment and supplies not thought possible with
were very young, formed the first choir at Mount Ayr. Those whdhe funds available. _ o
could not rehearse regularly were equipped with CDs of the music _ Ronald Smith will be taking 22 to Guatemala to visit archaeo-

so they could prepare to join the choir with a minimum of rehearsdPgical sites that may be related to the places and happenings
Still other singers joined the choir for the final rehearsal on Frida{gPorted in the Book of Mormon. Lyle Smith of the Pre-Columbian

morning in Lamoni and ministered Christmas Eve. There wer tudies Institute will be escorting the group and assisting with the
singers from Ceaseless Praise singing in both events. The chdgtruction which will begin in Lamoni and Independence prior to

were directed by Jan Jordison and accompanied by Rhont2e actual fllg_ht from Kansas City Airport on January 8, 2005. Our
Mickelson. Soloists were Charles Doecke and Sue Beck. Torfayers go with them.

Crandall and Kathy Akers were the narrators.

Business meeting planned

Caroling Party Visits Shut-Ins A congregational business meeting to discuss the budget for

Plates of goodies were delivered as carolers sang to shut-ins aRé new year and other matters will be held Wednesday, Jan. 26, at
friends in and around Lamoni and as far away as the Ed Andersgie church at 7 p.m.



