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Christ's Seal of Approval

If you have examined the merchandise you're

buying, you will note that various "seals" have bg
placed onthe items. Commonly, there will be "UP,
or a bar code, or in the print media, "all righ

TESTIMONIES AND
SERMON NOTES

Zion Is In The Making!
Will You Be There?

eE‘ High Priest Robert Rolfe announced that he was reading the
C" words of a man who had been dead for sixteen centuries and he
tS presumed he was alone at the time he wrote. (Ether 6:1-14) “And

030

reserved". | ask you, do you have a seal on yo(i? now, I Moroni, proceed to finish my record concerning the destruc-

Our culture and law has, for the most part, ajo

ished seals. There still are notary seals and corp
seals, but for the most part, the trend is moving a
from seals. The substitute now is a computeri
"seal", as our society is quickly moving into t
digital age.

In olden times, (that's long before | was bo
seals were placed on messages, goods and ped
We still brand animals (and we have for over 4(

years), but in the "civilized" world, that custom ha
ended. | ask you again, do you have a seal on yo

Are you an authentic Christian?

It is my testimony that when you accept Je
Christ into your life, or in other words, by yol
covenant, place Him fully in charge of your lif
there is a sealing that takes place. Most of us ¢
understand the scriptures what the scriptures ha
say about sealing. But, the scriptures reveal th
are "sealed" by Christ. His sheep know His voi
and He knows His sheep.

When the Hebrews set up the Tabernacle,
power and glory of God rested upon it. In one se
we could say that God showed by the Spirit that
tabernacle was His. He had absolute ownership
It was the genuine article. When the Romans pls

Continued on page ¢

|- tion of the people of whom | have been writing. For behold, they
rejected all the words of Ether; for he truly told them of all things,
)ratﬁom the beginning of man; and that after the waters had receded
VaYfrom off the face of this land, it became a choice land above all other
vedlands, a chosen land of the Lord; Wherefore the Lord would have
ne thatall men should serve him, who dwell upon the face thereof; and
that it was the place of the New Jerusalem, which should come
|, down out of heaven, and the holy sanctuary of the Lord.
n) “Behold, Ether saw the days of Christ, and he spake concerning
0plg New Jerusalem upon this land; and he spake also concerning the
00 house of Israel, and the Jerusalem from whence Lehi should come;
g after it should be destroyed, it should be built up again a holy city
ydnto the Lord; Wherefore it could not be a New Jerusalem, for it had
been in a time of old, but it should be built up again, and become a
holy city of the Lord: and it should be built up unto the house of
bUS |srael; And that a New Jerusalem should be built up upon this land,
Ir  unto the remnant of the seed of Joseph, for which things there has
. been atype; for as Joseph brought his father down into the land of
On-ngpt, even so he died there;
“Wherefore the Lord brought a remnant of the seed of Joseph
/€ t%ut of the land of Jerusalem, that he might be merciful unto the seed
W&t Joseph, that they should perish not, even as he was merciful unto
€, the father of Joseph, that he should perish not; Wherefore the
remnant of the house of Joseph shall be built up upon this land; and
theit shall be a land of their inheritance; and they shall build up a holy
city unto the Lord, like unto the Jerusalem of old; and they shall no
'S€more be confounded, until the end come, when the earth shall pass
theaway. And there shall be a new heaven and a new earth; and they
Df it.shall be like unto the old, save the old have passed away, and all
cedhings have become new. And then cometh the New Jerusalem; and
blessed are they who dwell therein, for itis they whose garments are

white through the blood of the lamb; and they are they who are
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numbered among the remnant of the seed of Joseph, who wereobimy commitment, | am very much like Ananias and Sapphira.
the house of Israel. There’s a part of me that | am not willing, and wasn’t willing, to give

“And then also cometh the Jerusalem of old; and the inhabibecause | knew the price that would be paid to give that kind of
ants thereof, blessed are they, for they have been washed in toenmitment.
blood of the Lamb; And they are they who were scattered and And so, all | can tell you is that you all need to be suffering
gathered in from the four quarters of the earth, and from the nor{Rob, this was surely not the word, but | couldn’t understand what
countries, and are partakers of the fulfilling of the covenant whicl was.) with that because if what has been presented at this
God made with their father Abraham. And when these things comeonference is true, that we are going to be moving very quickly into
bringeth to pass the scripture which saith, There are they who wetteat condition that we refer to as Zion. And if you don’t make the
first, who shall be last; and there are they who were last, who shéilhd of preparation on a daily basis that will qualify you to be there,
be first. you won't be there. And that means that you are going to be at a

“And | was about to write more, but | am forbidden; ... .”  place that you don’t want to be. | can just tell you that, because the
Now, as Alan told you, Eric Odida is planning on being here the laScriptures are pretty clear as to what the rest of the world is going
Sunday of this month, and | don’t want to take his message aw&ybe like. And most of you will be prey rather than the predator, and
from him, because | have talked to Eric a little bit since he has be&lion is the only place that you will be where you will have safety.
here. But | can tell you this, that it was a great miracle to get him /e have just got to make that decision, and it's a decision that you
be here. We really take for granted how we can move around thizake on a daily basis. We say , “Lord, I'm going to do it Your way
land and do it without some government official in our face all ohere today.”
the time. I'll et Eric tell you the story, but it is almost unbelievable | would like to read a little bit from the twelfth chapter of
as he told it to me, the events that transpired that got him here. Aecond Nephi which talks about Zion in our day, and I'm just going
| can tell you is that | have heard many people tell me concernirtg talk about a couple of verses. Verse 13 says this, “Yea, they have
his message that they didn’t understand some of the words thatdlegone out of the way- they have become corrupted, ... because of
said, but they sure didn’'t have any misunderstanding of what theide they are puffed up.” And this chapter goes on to say that there
message was. That came across loud and clear. are going to be churches that are built up that are not built up unto

The Lord’s Message Through Eric the Lord that are going to say, “I, lamthe Lord’s. |, lamthe Lord’s!”

And basically what the message is is this: you may have heaxbu know folks, when | used to read that, | thought it was talking
different things, but the thing that struck me is that we can no longabout all those other churches, and now, | really think that it is
go on and be patrtially converted to the gospel. It's going to be eith&lking about us! Why do | say that? Because so many other
all important in our lives or we won't be a part of it. We have gothurches don't claim that they are the Lord’s anymore. They don't
to make that kind of commitment. So, if you are not willing to makesven claim that! Who is the one claiming that? The ones in the
that kind of commitment, then you are going to have some struggl&estoration still are - all those fourteen or fifteen different groups.
here in the future. In fact, if there is any reason that we haven’t bulftou know. “Come to me.” You know, “I, | am the Lord’s true
Zion, it's because we aren’t committed to the gospel. It's nothurch!” And it says very accurately in chapter twelve what the
number one in our life. We have many other things that have movel@scription is then, of those churches that are built up, not unto the
up to higher prominence. Lord.

When | was praying about the meetings we have just had this Zion: The Dream - The Reality
past week, one of the things asked about was whether we could see | just bring that to your attention because, as most of us in this
the face of God. Perhaps sometimes when we pray, we don’t reafttyom would think about Zion, | don’t know about Titus, but we
understand what the significance is of that, and | am afraid that think of Zion as an American kind of way of life, probably because
this age, we think more of it like you would turn on the TV andwe live here. We don't think of Zion as being something that isn’t
there’s God on the TV, and you listen to Him, then you turn it ofAmerican in the style and the way it's done. | would suggest to you
and go on doing the things you were doing before you turned the TiMat probably we are going to have a shock as to what it is actually
on. going to be like and that we are going to be very surprised as to how

| was reading in the Book of Ether about seeing God face tihat comes about.
face. And one of the things it says in that account, which you can | might point out to you that all peoples on this earth have very
find in the first chapter of that book, is that Jesus said to him, “Yosimilar needs. That is, we need a house, some place to live in, and
are now redeemed from the fall'” Have you thought about what thaidon’t mean in the sense of 20,000 square feet with 49 bedrooms
might mean? Adam talked with God face to face while they were iand a swimming pool and so forth! | am talking about a place to
the garden until after the fall, and Ether, (Rob, don’t you mean theep us from the elements so we can be warm and secure and live
Brother of Jared?) because of His faith, was able to behold God fattere. We ned food and water. For those in this latitude, we need
to face. Jesus says that He could not keep Himself from being sepat. We may be able to get away without air conditioning, but it
And so, if you were at the Auditorium this week, and you didn’t seevould be pretty hard to be without heat here in the winter time. And
Jesus, if you read the first book of Ether, it would sound like thbecause we also live in this latitude, we need clothing. At least most
reason you didn’t see Him was because you didn’t have sufficieof the people | know would be fried to a crisp if you were walking
faith; because He couldn’t keep Himself from being seen if you haground without it here in the summer and we would be awfully
that kind of faith. chilly if you were walking around without it in the winter. Now,

The other thing that struck me in terms of praying for things tanlike many of you, | have waded through rivers when the ice floes
happen was, the Lord’s Spirit moved upon me and in His very gentigere going down and was able to do that and sweat while | was in
sort of way said, “Are you willing to do things differently if that the process. But, unless you are like Alan and me, who can sweat
happens?” And as | started looking in myself, | found that in termi a snowstorm, you are going to need clothing.
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The magic word we talk about in the government is infrastructhose kinds of things and setting up associations, but it is my belief,
ture, and | might suggest to you, whether you are in Zion or not, yand some of you know | have written a book on this subject, that
still need a way to get drinking water to wherever you are to drinkloseph Smith, Jr. said in Section 100, “The redemption of Zion must
You will have to have something done with moving sewage or yoneeds come by power, therefore | will raise up unto my people a
will all kill yourselves. All of those things have to be taken care ofman, who shall lead them like as Moses led the children of Israel,
and some might say we probably need some education, too, becaimseye are the children of Israel, and of the seed of Abraham; and ye
we don’t want our children to grow up ignorant. Those are alinust needs be led out of bondage by power, and with a stretched out
matters of fact. We know all of those things. We know it now. Whyarm; and as your fathers were led at the first, even so shall the
isit, then, that we haven't been able to model that city? | would likeedemption of Zion be. Therefore, let not your hearts faint, for | say
to suggest to you that that is answered in the scriptures. not unto you as | said unto your fathers, Mine angel shall go up

Do you know where it first talks about someone dreamindpefore you, but not my presence; but | say unto you, Mine angels
about the city of Zion? Abraham. A long time before Enoch -shall go before you, and also my presence, and in time ye shall
maybe a couple of thousand BC -- Abraham dreamed of this citppssess the goodly land.”
and I mighttell you that the things that he did were counted unto him  The reason that we talk about being like Moses is because the
for righteousness because of his faith. He was blessed becauss@iptures say that Moses talked with God face to face. God didn't
that faith. talk to Moses like the other prophets. They had dreams at night and

I would like to turn to Doctrine and Covenants 36:2h. | am jusbther kinds of symbols would come up and they would understand
going to be reading short verses because they very well illustrate tivbat God’s will was. But when it came to Moses, he spoke to Him
point that | would like to make today. It says, “And the Lord calledace to face, and that's the kind of prophet we are talking about that
His people Zion because they were of one heart and one mind, almseph Smith is prophesying that would come forth. Are we not
dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them.” Folkenging for that kind of a prophet? For those of you that were there
we have set out at the wrong end of that. Many of the stewardshapd sang the song, “We thank you, O God for a prophet.” | hadn't
associations have started out trying to have everything beirgying that song - the last time | was in that building when that song
common, doing it with economic structure first rather than startingvas sung, | didn’t stand up, and | didn’t sing, and | hadn’t been back
out being of one heart and one mind and dwelling in righteousnegbgre since then. There were some bitter sweet memories when |
and then “there was no poor among them”. All of the stewardshilpeard that song, and | do long for a prophet; but | can tell you, that
associations in our church and others have failed because whersihot going to solve this dilemma of the Saints. And the reason is
came right down to it, they could divide up their money and theithat the Israelites had a prophet. Did they follow Him? They
goods, but they wouldn’'t make themselves of one heart and of@lowed Moses kicking and screaming all the way.
mind, and so they would start to fight and the group would dissolve It was really a problem! And so Moses says to the people,
accordingly. The things that we have to do first, as the Patriarcti$/ash your clothes and in three days you are going to come up and
have called us to do, is to become of one heart and one mind. If tma¢et with the Lord.” And when they got right up to it, they all said,
isn’t done, we will never be able to be a part of Zion. “Moses, you go talk to the Lord. We are going to stay over here

| don’t know about you. There are some who just think thatvhere itis safe. You do up and talk to Him. Then come back and tell
Zion will simply by and by come to pass whenever we as a peoples what He says. We will do what He says, but we don’t want to go
decide that we are going to get our act together and do it. Thg and talk to the Lord!”
scriptures don't say that. The scriptures say that there is a time for And | really feel like that's our dilemma today. So many of us
this to occur, which worries me because that means that I've gotdon’t have the kind of faith that is necessary to say, “If the Lord says,
be ready when that day gets here. You know, it's like when th€ome up. | would like to meet with you face to face’, we would go.
prophet talked about Jerusalem being destroyed. He said, when tRatther, I'm afraid we would say, “l don'’t think that's a good idea,
day comes, you know, don’t go back to the house. Flee! Run just berd. | would rather be back there at the back of the Auditorium. |
hard as you can! Hope that it's not winter and hope that you are nidn’t want to get too close or something might happen.” And as a
pregnant when it is going on. Otherwise, you are going to beesult, Zion has not been redeemed.
destroyed. And | am afraid that when that day comes, there is going God’s Message For This Last Day
to be that kind of circumstance - that we will not have timetodoany | would like to read you a passage that comes out of the first
preparation. Just like the virgins, we will come and find the doochapter of John. Most of you probably don’t remember this part of
closed. We will be on the outside and the bridegroom will be on th#ohn, because whenever we read the first chapter of John, we are
inside. always reading another part of it that is much more famous but not

The Lord Knows When any more significant. Let me start with the 20th verse. (John 1:20-

Look for a moment at Doctrine and Covenants 49:5. It say£8). “And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and
“But before the great day of the Lord shall come,” (That’s giving_evites from Jerusalem, to ask him; Who art thou? And he con-
timing but starting from the other end.) “Jacob shall flourish in théessed, and denied not that he was Elias; but confessed, saying; | am
wilderness; and the Lamanites shall blossom as the rose. Zion shadk the Christ. And they asked him, saying; How then art thou Elias?
flourish upon the hills, and rejoice upon the mountains, and shall #end he said, | am not that Elias who was to restore all things. And
assembled together unto the place which | have appointed.” Andtiiey asked him saying, Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No.
we look at those kinds of scriptures that deal with that, the Lord has “Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we man give an
in His mind when that is going to occur. He knows when it is goingnswer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? He said,
to occur. We may not have that fixed in our minds, but He does; adm the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way
the only thing that we have a choice of doing is whether we are goimg the Lord, as saith the prophet Esaias. And they who were sent
to be there or not. Some of us are concerned about logistics amdre of the Pharisees. And they asked him, and said unto him; Why
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baptizest thou then, if thou be not the Christ, nor Elias who was #nd it needs to intensify if we want to share in the establishment of
restore all things, neither that prophet? John answered them, sayi@@n which is underway right now. And | hope that | will see all of
| baptize with water, but there standeth one among you, whom y®u there. | hope that you won’t be excluded and that when the door
know not; He it is of whom | bear record. He is that prophet, eveis shut, we will be on the inside looking out rather than on the
Elias, who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sho@stside looking in!
latchet | am not worthy to unloose, or whose place | am not ableto May God bless you and your prayers and your preparation is
fill; for he shall baptize, not only with water, but with fire, and with my prayer.
the Holy Ghost.”

Let me ask you, where did the Jews have the idea that there was . :
a prophet who was going to come to restore all things? Is that one Th e TI m e IS N OW
of those secret writings that we don’t have in our Bible? The reason
| ask you that is because this same account with a little applicati%rbe
is found in the seventeenth chapter of Matthew, only this time it |
the disciples talking to Jesus. This is right after the Mount o
Transfiguration in which Moses and Elias were transfigured ther{%

g.n t'hle samke (;nﬁpnt" Wilt_u.\].esgs. (M?tﬁ?.ew 1(/\/?]1‘31 “And ':A%II places that ye may be in, even until death, that ye may be
isciples asked Him,” (This is Jesus talking.) y, then say NG yeemed of God, and be numbered with those of the first resurrec-

i i i ? : :
scribes that Elias must first come? And Jesus answered and SR that ye may have eternal life. Now | say unto you, If this be the

unto them, Elias t_ruly shall first come, and restore all things, as trEne‘lesire of your hearts, what have you against being baptized in the
prophets have wr!tten. And again ! say unto you that E_I|as has CO™&me of the Lord, as a witness before Him that you have entered
already, concerming whom it is written, Behold, I will send MYinto a covenant with him that you will serve him and keep his

messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me; and they k.rk%%mandments, that he may pour out his Spirit more abundantly

him not, and have done unto him, whatsoever they listed. LikeW'S(Fpon you.” Mosiah 9:39 - was the scripture Elder Norman Nelson

shaI‘I‘ also the Son of Man suffer (?f them. T chose with which to open his sermon on April 17.
But | say unto you, Who is Elias? Behold, this is Elias, whom Then he said, “I think | have a different question to ask you.

| send to prepare the way before me. Th‘?” the disciples understqggw many of you really believe that Jesus Christ has the power to
thathe spake unto them ofJoh'n the Baptist, gnd also of another Pgive your sins? - That you believe He will forgive YOU, your
should come and restore all things, as it is written by the prophetssi’ns,, He repeated the question with emphasis on the pronoun,

Now, Jesus said that it's going to happen. | _believ.e.it’s goin_g,ou_ There was a ready response on the part of many in the
to happen. And the scripture that they bare referring to it is found '@ongregation. Then Brother Nelson questioned, “Are we going to
Malachi 4. This is what the scribes are saying. Remember t ’

. fart acting like it and repent and be the people He wants us to be?”
scribes are the nasty lawyers that you talk about. In other words, Holding up the brochure the Patriarchs distributed for our
those were the ministers in their churches that were being Critidzi&uidance in preparation for the gathering recently held at the
because there weren't any lawyers like we have today. This SaySuditorium in Independence, Missouri, our speaker asked, “Are
(Malachi 4:5 and 6). “Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet” ’ ' '

Lo . : ou still using this? Do you still have this? If you don’t, we have
(Elijah is the Old Testament name for Elias) “before the coming . K th A ina th K
the great and dreadful day of the Lord; And he shall turn the he opies back there. Are we doing the work we are supposed to be

nging? Are we spending our time studying the scriptures? Are we
. . ending our time in prayer and fasting? Are we seeking to do the
fathers, lest | come and smite the earth with a curse.” b 9 pray g 9

When th | that int tion 10 J h Smi ord’s will every day, and help others? Or are we still self centered
en he angel gave that same information to Joseph sm ople interested in me and mine and a few friends. Are we really
when he visited him when he was a young man, he said that Eljj Q

. \ aching out and - what did Jesus come to do? He came to bring
would turn the hearts of the fathers to the promises made in t ners to repentance. Are we not all sinners? And are we not all
scriptures and vice versus, that the promises that were ma ily needing to repent?
involved the Priesthood as well as those promises that were given Know and Do What the Records Say
to them. And if you want to read that, you can find that in the second Let's look at King Benjamin speaking to his people. The first
chapter of the first volume of the Church History where Joseph hqﬂing he says is that they had to have the records in order to know
that experience. If you haven't read that lately, | would sur E(/

“And now, as ye are desirous to come into the fold of God. and
called His people and are willing to bear one another’s burdens,
atthey may be light; yea, and are willing to mourn with those that
ourn; yea, and comfort those who stand in need of comfort, and
stand as witnesses of God at all times, and in all things, and in

dt that 4o b th lis telling J Svhat to do. If they didn’t have the Plates of Brass, they would not
recommend to you that you do, because the angel s tefling Jos e known how to live before God. We have lots of records, but

to us. So, the number one thing we have to do is to spend time

Let's turn back to Second Nephi again, verses 82-83 in Chaptgfudying - not just glancing over but really studying the scriptures

12. ‘And the gospel of Jesus Christ shall be declared among the{B;know what they say we need to do
wherefore, they shall be restored unto the knowledge of their And once we know. we need to do’ them. As has been said. the

fathers, and also to the knowledge of Jesus Christ, which was héWurch is under condemnation because we treat lightly - in fact

among their fathers. And then shall they rejoice; for they shall knOWley don’t know - what the books say, and that's even Worsé

that it > a blessing unto them from the hand of God; o ecause we have them, we don’tuse them, we don’t know what they
Saints, all that | can tell you about what occurred this past we y and ifwe know what they say, we don't do it. And these records

s Simply that the !_ord has made it pre'tt_y clear to thqse who at e for your profitand to teach you what to do and how to know what
working hard to bring this about that spiritual prepargﬂon that w ou should do. So, number one, search the scriptures. Know what
have made the last two or three months needs to continue every say, and then put yourself in a situation where you can do
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according to that which you have learned. “For | have not comwe need a common vision of our goal, even of Zion. He felt that we
manded you to come up hither to trifle with words which | shalheeded to come together more often to share with each other, to
speak, but as you should hearken unto me, and open your ears ttatfess to each other, to witness to each other, to be able to take
you may hear, and your hearts that you may understand, and yauiticism and admonishment in love so we could understand what
minds that the mysteries of God may be unfolded unto youthat vision is so we can all be striving for a common goal and be a
(Mosiah 1:39). support system for each other. He expressed a desire that if any saw
Remember, we are trying to serve God so that we can be wittim falling away, they would love him enough to warn him and help
His church, the Church of the Firstborn, we can be the people thaitm get back on the right path.
are able to be comfortable, or to be happy in His presence. Isn't that Jesus Came As A Lamb
what we are trying to do? We are trying to be the people that can be Thiswill be a little ways along way around to getto what | want
happy in His presence. Unless He can give us the mysteries, tioesay, but let's start with Luke 19:28-40, and it's quite a long
understanding of what He is trying to do, we can’t be happy theregading. “It came to pass when they had come near to Bethphage
for it takes a lot more than most of us are willing to commit. and Bethany at the mount called the mount of Olives, He sent two
Know That He Will Forgive Our (YOUR) Sins of his disciples; Saying, Go ye into the village over against you in
He will forgive us for our sins. We have to know that. We havehe which your entering you shall find a colt tied, whereon yet never
to know that Christ is able and willing and will do it just like He saidman sat; loose him and bring him to me. And if any man ask, Why
He would. “And | have not commanded you to come up hither, thato you loose the colt? Thus shall ye say unto him, Because the Lord
you shall fear me or that you should think that I, of myself, am morkath need of him.
than a mortal man; But | am like unto yourselves, subject to all “And they who were sent, went their way, and found even as
manner of infirmities in body and mind; ... . Yet | say unto you, thahe had said unto them. And as they were loosing the colt, the owners
as | have been suffered to spend all my days in your service, evifiereof said unto them, Why loose ye the colt? And they said, The
up to this time, and have not sought gold nor silver nor any mannkord hath need of him. And they brought him to Jesus; and they cast
of riches of you; neither have | suffered that you should be confingtieir garments upon the colt, and they sat Jesus thereon, And as he
in dungeons, nor that ye should make slaves of one another, or thagnt, they spread their clothes in the way.
ye should murder, or plunder, of steal, or commit adultery, Or even “And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the
I have not suffered that ye should commit any manner of wickedvount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to
ness, and have taught you that ye should keep the commandmaesijsice, and praise God with a loud voice, for all the mighty works
of the Lord, in all things which he hath commanded you; ... .” Thathat they had seen, Saying, Blessed is the king who cometh in the
is King Benjamin speaking to his people in that day. (Mosialmame of the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory in the highest! And
1:40,41,43-45).” some of the Pharisees said, Master, rebuke thy disciples. And he
Reports From The Gathering answered and said unto them, If these should hold their peace, the
A group of us were in Independence last week, and we hadstones would immediately cry out. And when he was come near, he
very special time together there. | would like to have a couple dfeheld the city, he wept over it.”
you, if possible give us some idea of what you felt and were ableto Even as Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, and He wept over it
understand from those meetings. Will someone help us a little bibecause they didn’t recognize him for who He was. They thought
(There were several responses, some of which were caught on tapée)was going to be a ruler who would by force bring their nation to
Lynda Rolfe said,” | was able to go only on Sunday, and | felt likgopower again. Even so, many of us in this meeting thought this was
what Eric (Odida) was saying to me was that taking the Communidhe time when Jesus would bring forth His power and speak forth
was more than asking God for forgiveness for our sins. It was likine words that would make us the mighty church that we want to be.
keeping our minds, ourselves cleansed so that He (God) could war&sus didn’t come to Jerusalem with that kind of power. He came
through us. To me, it was a really humbling experience. | had nevas a lamb, a sacrifice, and any of you who really went with the
thought about it in that depth before, and | will never forget it.” proper spirit knew that was exactly how He came to that meeting.
Mildred Smith spoke of the unique experience of such a largde came as a lamb, and those who were ready felt His presence and
group fasting and praying for such a long time daily. Even the verye need of love and worship and understanding that He wanted you
small children and youth worshipped both in the Auditorium and oip see. Those who wanted to see Him in power were disappointed,
the Temple Lot across the way. although the power was greater than any had ever imagined, it
Colleen Wilcoxson said her father’s father had been a preacherasn’t the power that brought glory to His people. It was a power
who feltthat the preachers of today aren’treally preaching. So oftéhat gave us a chance to be the people we want to be. And He
they try to preach, but they are just talking. After going to theoromised to all of us that if we would do the things that we promised
conference, she felt she should let the Priesthood of our congregado, that that authority could be ours to bring the Kingdom of God
tion know that they should learn to really preach so we could atin earth, not in the kind of power we think of as “my glory”, but
learn how to prepare and know what is really going on. the kingdom of God on earth, if we are willing to sacrifice ourselves
George Knotts said he was anticipating more on April 6 thaand give the presence of God to those who need it, to bring
happened but especially appreciated the Seventy’s part of thepentance and love and understanding to all. It has to start with us.
meeting on Thursday night. We have to start by study, and prayer and fasting and seeking the
Michael Jordison spoke to confirm what Colleen said in regargresence of God among us. We cannot share what we don’t have.
to the fact that often Priesthood and teachers don't really know how When you come to church, have you prepared to meet Christ
to preach and how to share the gospel in terms that the commloare or do you expect somebody to bring something wonderful to
person fully understands. He ws able to attend only the Communigou so you will feel good and go home feeling fine? That's not what
Service on Sunday, but gathered from Brother Eric’'s sermon théts for. When you come, you should come fasting and praying that
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the Spirit of God will be with you, will be with your congregation. unto your fathers, O house of Israel; ... .”
There is nobody that can stand here and tell you what you need to Elder Odida then expressed his joy at being among us, thanked
do. There is nobody that can do that for you. Only as you atbe Lord God for the opportunity to be with us to worship today and
prepared to receive the Spirit of God can it be brought into your lifeexpressed his concern that his language would not be easily
Itisn't what | do. It's what the Spirit of God does in your life. Now understood because of the speed with which he speaks and his
you may be able to help me to say the words that will help yolkienyan accent. There are places in the text that have this figure
understand a little better, but only as you yourself come in conta€t _).. This means there is a word, or words, missing that the
with God’s Spirit and accept it into yourself does it have any valugranslator of the tape could not understand.
He comes as a lamb of sacrifice, and He expects us to be the same. Moroni was writing, reporting what Ether had written in the
We must study, pray, repent, seek to be of service, and His Spibibok of Ether 1:109-111, and he is talking about unbelief. He says,
can do everything we ever wanted; but you have to have it in yotCome unto me, O ye Gentiles, and | will shew unto you the greater
Not what | say - not what anybody else says, butitis as you worshipings, the knowledge which is hid up because of unbelief.” He goes
and are willing to accept what God gives you that these things caihead to speak the same for the House of Israel. He tells us here that
be. there are many things that our Creator, the God who loves us, and
We Were Promised man from the time He created man, whenever man wanted him that
As a group we were promised that in the very near future wigde should come to be a part of man’s life. But since man fell down,
men would come forth and the gifts of prophecy and all the gifts thaind man has not desired to get close and to be one God, these things
God has given would be among us - of those who would repent aace still hidden, they have still not been brought forth. Our Lord is
would continue to follow as the Patriarchs have asked us to do. Asdying, If you will come unto me, | will make these to be made
then, in time there would again be prophets and the church wouhdanifest unto you and it shall become a part of your life. He is
be organized, but not by us, but by God Himself. The other promisaying that things are taking place in your lives to the extent that
that was given is Zion is not something of the future. Zion is nowour hearts have become hard and that your minds have been
in the process of beginning. If you want to be part of it, you will ddlinded. You can’t see. You can't perceive, and you can’t feel with
according to the commandments and according to the advice givemur heart; so however much | talk to you, | know it is going to be
and you will accept Christ in your life daily. difficult for you to understand because your minds are blinded and
Every morning - remember, | told you a long time ago- everyour hearts will not yield much; and He is saying the reason is
morning unless you start out by seeking the voice of God, in yolrecause of unbelief.
life - unless you do that, you are subject to Satan. There is no other This led me to go to start looking at the meaning of the word,
way. You must be able to hear the voice of God in your life eachnbelief from which this blindness and hardness have come into our
morning , each day of your life, if you want to be the person that cdrearts. | looked at Noah Webster and | found believe to have two
hear and be with Him. If you don’t hear His voice, you will hear theclear meanings coming up. One of them would mean, “Yielding of
enemy, and all kinds of things can happen to you that way. It'sthe will and affection, an assent of mind accompanied by humble
dangerous world! There is an enemy. He’s real, and he is workingliance on Christ for salvation.” Another one can mean merely to
hard. Your only salvation is to believe in Jesus Christ, to practicgink or support. | think with regard to the scriptures, the one that
what you know, to study and to diligently seek to be His. I will choose to look at this morning, the one | think the Lord was
This is the truth. Thank you! interested in when He made these statements, is that one which
means yielding of the will and affection, and the assenting of our
True Bel Ie.I: LeadS tO mind, accompanied by humble reliance on Christ for. salva}tion.
Believe is a word that | know is mentioned many times in the
scripture. Inthe New Testament we see believe almost as frequently

O neness W|th C h r| St as we go to the next paragraph. In the Book of Mormon, we find the

word believe to be almost everywhere. And sometimes this is one

J eS u S word that you can read and pause and not take time to look back and
say, “There is the word, believe here, and what does it mean with
(Section one of the sermon is in this issue) respect to me and with respect to my study and the work that | have

Elder Eric Odida of Nairobi, Kenya was introduced as “God’d0 work with the Lord?”

missionary to the United States”. When he addressed the congrega- One time | was serving with a work mate, and | asked her,
tion in Mount Ayr on April 24, 2005. He first read from Ether because | wanted to know, and | wanted to share with her my belief
1:109- 112: “Come unto me, O ye Gentiles, and | will shew unto yold Zion and the hope in the coming of Christ, | said, “What do you
the greater things, the knowledge which is hid up because Bglieve? Do you believe in going to heaven?” And she shared with
unbelief. Come unto me, O ye house of Israel, and it shall be mafite somethings about her hope of going to heaven. And she told me
manifest unto you how great things the Father hath laid up for yolhere the scripture say as long as you believe in your heart and
from the foundation of the world; and it hath not come unto youconfess with your mouth, you shall be saved. And | wondered,
because of unbelief. Behold, when ye shall rend that vail of unbeliefVell, believe with your heart and confess with your mouth. What
which doth cause you to remain in your awful state of wickednegioes it mean to believe with your heart?” As | looked more into the
and hardness of heart, and blindness of mind, then shall the greigture, | found believe to be not just a word that would believe and
and marvelous things which have been hid up from the foundatidfave me where | am. Believe is a word that has to transport me from
of the world from you; Yea, when ye shall call upon the Father ifn€ point to another. To believe is not just saying that you support,
my name, with a broken heart and a contrite spirit, then shall y& least not with regard to the future - not with regard to salvation.
know that the Father hath remembered the covenant which he magRlieve that is just support of things, we do not look at very much.
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We look at the believe that means yielding of our will and affectioiDo we in the first case know that this church was set up to be able
- this that means assenting with our minds, accompanied by humidemove the entire body of humankind to a greater height with God
reliance on Christ for salvation. Looking at this belief, | find that- to a greater and higher relationship with the Father? Do you realize
belief actually is a powerful covenant term. It is belief that willthat we occupy a very important position in history of humankind
make our life pattern and our personality to change. Belief, in thi®day as we anticipate the coming forth of the Lord Jesus Christ in
case, will be a vehicle that will transport me from one person tavery shorttime? Do you see our position as unique and realize that
another. each and every one of us has a role to play, and that role must be
In looking at belief, | have tried to go through the scriptures talefined for us as teachers, and we must find out our role and to be
find out people whom | could get who believed, and there are vegypart of that.”
many. But broadly known and mostly uncommon were people like  As | work with people in my country, Kenya, there are many
Noah. Noah believed in what the Lord told him. He had to havémes that | move into homes from one family to another and | have
taken orders fast, a difficult task of going some time and alone to Iseen their need. And | have seen the suffering of many. | have seen
able to build the ark. But he believed, and because he believed,dieknesses. | have seen poverty. | have seen breaking up of families
was not going to be deterred by the hardness if the task and tihat are (words are missing here) that are not very common in our
loneliness and rejection and all that he had to face. He believeshciety. | have seen death - death from AIDS and the like. | have
therefore Noah was moved to the accomplishment of the goal whisleen children turned into the streets having no parents. You know,
the Lord had set for him. And because of that Noah was saved, lwidten | look at that, | know God is not happy at what He is seeing.
not just him but the people who were with him and those that tHeknow our Father wants people to be happy. | know it is clear to us
Lord wanted him to be saved with. that He means for joy to be belonging here, because of all this beauty
Abraham, when he believed, he was moved. He didn’t remaitihat is around us was given for us as we are as we are one with Him
within his kingdom. He didn’t remain where he was born. He haih achieving that which He wants us to achieve. And | know as he
to move on to the place that the Lord God wanted him to go teees, as He looks at what is going on in the rest of the world - of
Believe did not leave Abraham where he was. He had to move.course it is not very common here - He is not happy at all. But |
Lehi, when he believed and shared the vision of his belief with hisonder whether we know that we occupy a very unique position
family, had to move and he had to leave the riches that he hhdre - in this place here - in that the Lord would wish to take us - the
worked for for many years, things he had labored to put together faord would wish to use us that there could be a difference in the
the security of his family; but he knew that he had to obey the voidives of many people out there. And | am not just talking about the
of the Lord. Lehi had to move. And we know that belief has alstemporal things. | am talking about whatever the Lord would wish
moved some people in different circumstances. When it came to tteedo with them, because they are not happy. They are suffering. |
point where it was required that belief would be able to make Davidon’t think the Lord meant suffering to be. But | feel that unless this
to move the whole nation of Israel, he had to do that. He had to take covenant that this church here - this glorious Gospel that we sing
up the faith in God, and because he believed that God is and that Gidd was not just meant to be sung of and to comfort us as we sit in
and who God was, David could no go back and take the comfort ofir seats and back and to go back home and be happy waiting for
the rest of the Israelite army that was standing with him, but he hadir next meeting.
to take up that belief that he knew made him one with God nd with  We are called out, brethren, to a greater and a higher work. The
Christ so he could have the whole nation of Israel to be saved on tl@bspel to which we have been called is that of sacrifice - is that of
day. oneness with Jesus Christ. There is a great work that is awaiting you
So belief is not a word that is going to leave us where we arand me out there. There is a great work that requires young boys and
Belief is a word or a covenant term that could move us. And | wantoung men and women out there. There is a great work that is
usto look at this word, and we got to look at it later on what meaningquiring older men and older women out there; and you are the
we are able to make of it. We realize here that when you believe, ypaople whom the Lord wants to go and do His work here. But there
are probably most likely to be moved to be alone in your work. Yois one thing that you have to realize. He promises here that there are
have to choose to be moved and to be moved from among yogireater things that are yet to come forth to you and me when, “You
family and from among the body that you have been comfortabkhall only give your hearts in My keeping” - when we shall believe!
to be a part of. Believe will make you to start on a path of a journdyooking at the book of Mosiah, chapter 2:13-17, here is what King
that possibly only God will be able to led you, but even your famil\Benjamin had to share with his people. King Benjamin said,
may not be able to accompany you in, depending on your resolVBelieve in God; believe that he is, and that he created all things
and the extent of your belief, you may feel discouraged. both in heaven and in earth; Believe that he has all wisdom, and all
Joshua and Caleb were such men who when they went with the rpstver, both in heaven and in earth; Believe that man doth not
of the people who came with God up the mountain, and when thepmprehend all things which the Lord can comprehend.” And when
had seen clear enough what was ahead of them, in spite of tymu read all these, | wonder what you think. Do you think that he
discouragement and in spite of the loneliness that they felt in thveas just telling his subjects and brethren to believe that God is great
congregation of Israel, yet, because they had believed, they coulthat He has all the power - that He conprehendeth all things? | don’t
not be deterred, and they had to move on. think so. | think King Benjamin had something else actually to go
In the church that we all are a part of right now, | have lookedhead and say. Again he says, “And again: Believe that ye must
sometimes, and | wonder, “How much do we believe that thisepent of your sins and forsake them, and humble yourselves before
church is different? How much do we believe that this church is @od; and ask in sincerity of heart that he would forgive you: And
vehicle that the Lord set apart for a social purpose? How much aow, if you believe all these things, see that ye do them.” And that
you want to be a part of that which the Lord wants to be acconmay not be very clear, too, because as | look at this belief that King
plished with this body that is set apart - this body that is differentBenjamin is talking about - we believe that God is all powerful, that
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He crated all things, that He has wisdom, that He comprehendethla# happy and go home. Brethren, we have been good for long! We
things - | believe that the king is talking to his brethren and ibave been good men, good women, good girls, good boys for long,
drawing them to the different source of life - is drawing their mind$ut | don’t think that's what the Master wants of us. He wants a
to a different source of power - is lifting them up from looking downchanged people. Christ wants to come and dwell in your life and in
on the ground and looking upon what they know - what they arngour heart. He wants you to have the piece of Godliness in you. And
familiar with, to making them look up to the greatness which iyyou know what the scriptures tell us? He grew from grace to grace.
awaiting for them. He is telling them the situation in which you aréde obtained one by one. It was not all at one time. No! It has been
keeping yourself is much less than what is there awaiting for yotold to us plainly, here in this group, in this church here, more than
He is telling them the knowledge, the intelligence that you arany other people, that He obtained grace by grace, and He grew.
looking for is not just a pie up there. This is God, and he is tellindnd after this it was until He received of His fullness; and He says,
them, these things are for you. they are not yet there but will be thef#. only you shall come to that”. That means, if you could have even
The power of God is not yet there for it is different and it is there fothe desire to be one with the Son of God, then that's the reason for
you that you may be a part of it. The knowledge of God and Hiwhich Jesus came, that we might achieve something of that.
wisdom is not yet there, for it is different and it is for you that you
may be a part of it for some work to be done here. And | think what

the King was doing was that he was making his people asking NeWS and N Otes
themselves. He was moving their eyes from themselves and was -

asking them to look up to God. It appears to me that what he was Services Canceled

talking about was what Jesus was doing. One time John the Baptist, Gathering at Auditorium
when His apostles were here with Him on the earth, and they one

time went and told him, the one whom you baptized the other side The congregation was well represented at the April 3 Lord's

; o upper service in the Auditorium in Independence, Missouri and
g:]‘éo;gs %:;biﬁtelfr:g% E‘Zﬂzlfﬁggﬁekpooxmzafno dh&ttc;:ed\tt?srq; v(3§t the Gathering that followed April 6-9. Services for both the Sun-
. . ) . aay and Wednesday services of that week at Mount Ayr were nec-
not just telling them. John knew who Jesus was. He was not telli

g ! ) '&’ssarily canceled to allow the exodus. Many of those who remained
them so they could come and tell him, “That is what | believe.” | the area, however, did assemble for a Wednesday evening ser-
think John was removing their eyes from him. He was telling themyice at the home of Di Smith. Ronald Smith was in Independence
“Stop looking at me. The Master is over there. Go and find out fdfor the service there. While there was no actual count released of
yourself.” He was redirecting them to the source of life, the reasahose attending the Auditorium services, the estimate for the Sun-
for which he came. day service was between 3,500 and 4,000. High Priest Robert Rolfe
And this is what King Benjamin was doing. He is telling themwas in charge of that service. _
that there is wisdom, a greater wisdom. There is power, a greater 1he Conference of Restoration Elders was in progress at
power. There is knowledge, a greater knowledge. There is all th?enterplace Restoration School in the Waldo Avenue restoration

thatyou need, and it's out there with God, and it’s all waiting for yo ongregational facility from the first of the week. That confer-
ence moved to the Auditorium for the Communion Service on

that you may bec_ome one and the same thing W'th me. Letme hagﬁnday and concluded its program on Wednesday to join the Gen-
part of you. That is what he was telling them. And indeed when hig5 Assembly at the Gathering. The entire Gathering was an expe-
people realized what he talked to them, when you come to chapi@ince of a lifetime as the Saints gathered in fasting and prayer
three, after he had shared with them greatly on these things, fiequaled in any recent memory, if it has ever occurred before.
asked them whether they believed on these things, and the peofteports from the week are mentioned in the sermons of Brothers
with one voice said, “Yea! We believe, because already as y@ob Rolfe and Norman Nelson elsewhere in this newsletter.

spoke to us, we already felt the impact of that in our hearts. We Two Youth Give Recitals
already found a greater change take place in our hearts. The Holy

Spirit has come upon us, and He has said the same thing unto us; ndessaries Galu_sha W!" ha}ve p.erformed her. pianp feC"?" at _the
we want to make a covenant with God.” And the king told them onservatory of Missouri University, Kansas City, Missouri April

“Yea, and the covenant that you have entered into is a righte029 at 2:30, unfortunately, before this letter is published. It is hoped

Hrere will have been a good representation of congregational sup-
covenant. And now if you have your names to be changed. If YQ%brt for her at that timeg P greg P

have the name of Christ beating in your hearts - if that will take ~ Anan Smith will give his opera recital at Graceland University,
place, then you shall be sons and daughters of His.” And indeedghaw Center May 7 at 4 p.m. Again the congregation is invited,
He is inside of their hearts and they have decided that they wantgfdng with the public, to support him in his performance. His pro-
to enter that covenant that shall make them one with Christ, one wiiham will consist of operatic numbers sung in German, Italian,
Christ, do you know the difference? Do we even have a hint of ifRussian and English. He will be accompanied by pianist, Dr. Charlie
I look at this and | think, “Oh, God. Do | understand why the Sorschmidt.

of God did this? Was it just to walk around and greet peoplewhohad  Youths Win Honors in Competition

died alone? Or did He actually perform miracles so that people j5r64 Beck received a number two rating for his solo in State
could rejoice and tell everybody else that Jesus performed miracleggmpetition.

Was that the reason for which He left His Father's side? | don’tthink - Aquilla Galusha placed second in an especially difficult judo
so.” | thought.. tournament.

Jesus came that we may see a side of God that we haven’t Cody Rowland’s Lamoni track team has won first place in each
known. He came that He may show us that side that we may desirkits recent meets, at Corydon and Melcher-Dallas. In each meet
that we may be a part of that. He came that we may desire a charig@dy has won first place in the open eight and has run with his
He prefers so that we can come and praise, and sing and share & placing firstin the 4 by 8 relay at Corydon and second in the
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4 by 100 and 4 by 400 in both competitions.
Heidi Winkler has received the most improved basketball player
award of her team at William Jewell College in Liberty, Missouri.

Wedding Shower Planned

A congregational wedding shower is being planned for Mel-
issa Winkler on May 25. Melissa and Aaron Ballantyne are to be
married on Saturday, June 11 at the Buckner Restoration church,
Buckner, Missouri.

Hymn Festival Announced

A Hymn Festival has been announced for September 18 at the
Auditorium in Independence, Missouri, to celebrate Joseph Smith,
Jr.’s 200th Birthday. Richard Clothier is in charge of the event.
Anyone who wishes to participate in singing special numbers, giv-
ing readings, etc. need to let it be known.

CPRS Students Hosted by Mount Ayr

Congregation

Junior high students and their chaperones from Center Place
Restoration School in Independence, Missouri are to be guests of
the Mount Ayr congregation the first weekend of May. They will
be in Lamoni visiting Graceland University, Liberty Hall, Rose
Hill cemetery and other historic places. They will provide the early
morning family worship and the special music for the services May
1.

Prayers for Barb Jordison

The congregation is uniting in fasting and prayer for Barb
Jordison, who is battling cancer.

From the Pastor's Desk

Continued from front page

a seal on Jesus' tomb, it made the contents secure. No
one in their right mind would break that seal, by pain of
death. The same thing was done by King Darius when
Daniel was thrown into the lion's den.

Do you have a seal on you? Do you have the "Holy
Spirit of Promise” permanently affixed to your soul? If
you claim that you do, can other people see the authen-
ticity of the "seal"? Now if the parallel's not real
obvious, let me spell it outto you. "Now if any man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His"! Romans 8:9
For further reading on "seals", see: Mt. 27:67; Lk 3:8; Jn
3:33, 6:27; Rom. 4:11, 15:28; | Cor. 9:2; Il Cor. 1:22;
Eph. 1-13, 4:30; Il Tim. 2:19; Rev. 5:1-9, 6:1-12, 7:2-8,
8:1, 9:4, 10:4, 20:3, 22:10; | Nep. 3:250, 9:54; 2 Nep.
11:86, 126-131, 136-139, 143-144; 12:80, 97; 15:18;
Mos. 3:21, 9:27; Alma 16:233; Hel. 3:120; 3 Nep. 3:6;
Ether 1:87-88, 92-93, 99; 2:1; Moroni 10:2; DC 1:2c;
27:2d; 34:4f, 68:1h; 76:5c-d; 85:23a; 95:1b; 98:8b;
101:11-b-12a; 108:13b
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