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New Year's
Resolutions

This is the time of year when we often tal
stock of our lives and determine if there is son
thing that we would like to change in the new yg
-- an old habit we would like to break or a new ha
we would like to establish.

My wife Valle is determined that after the ric

food and feasting through the holiday season, that
my New Year's Resolution will be to be moie
careful with eating in the new year to try to shed

some of the pounds that | have put on over the
few months. I'm not quite sure that it counts f
someone else to make a resolution for you, hd
ever. Without making the resolution yourself, t}
change probably won't be too lasting.

While people around the world make resol
tions at the first of the year, followers of Christ ha
more than one opportunity for a new start each yg

We are called to take time for reflection on o
lives and to repent (see with new eyes) the things
called to do as followers of Christ and the things

TESTIMONIES AND
SERMON NOTES

Celebrating a Covenant

High Priest Robert Rolfe, in charge, opened the service reading
from Mosiah 3:6-9: “And we are willing to enter into a covenant
with our God, to do his will, and to be obedient to his command-
ments in all things that he shall command us, all the remainder of our

€ days, that we may not bring upon ourselves a never ending torment,
€- ashasbeen spoken by the angel, that we may not drink out of the cup
ar of the wrath of God.

Dit “And now, these are the words which King Benjamin desired
of them; and therefore he said unto them, Ye have spoken the words
that | desired; and the covenant which ye have made, is a righteous
covenant. And now, because of the covenant which ye have made,
ye shall be called the children of Christ, his sons, and his daughters:
For behold, this day he hath spiritually begotten you; for ye say that
your hearts are changed through faith on his name; therefore, ye are
astborn of him, and have become his sons and his daughters.”

Or The Oblation offerings were received and the Emblems of the
w- Lord’s Supper were served before Priest Ed Anderson spoke.

e God Trusts Us With His Most Precious Gift

December 4, in the Anderson family tradition, is a pretty

important day. It was Ed’s next older brother’s birthday and the day
U™ the family searched the farm for just the right tree for their Christ-
/€ mas celebration. Ed’s family was notrich enough to buy a store tree,
Pal. so December 4 the family all went out, looked around, decided upon
LUl the tree, cut it down and took it home.
we  Although | said December 4 was the beginning of our celebra-
ye tion, it really wasn’t. Living out on the farm, we hunted, we took

h

C

have done instead when we come to the Commiun-Walks in the woods, and we were always keeping our eye open for

to that one particular tree. When we walked by an evergreen in the

ion table each month. We have the opportunity
remember that we have taken upon us the nam

ﬂwidst of the forest, we would say something like, “You know, that
inda has a little bit of potential. We aren’t sure. N-a-a-a. Those

c_:hriSt and promised to follow h?m and_to look at_ OHI' pranches aren't just right!” So we would keep looking. When the
lives and see if tha_‘t covenantis mff‘k'ng the diff¢r- time comes to choose, we usually had two or three trees from which
ence thatit should in our every day life. People have to make our choice. Sometimes we would have one selected.
written about modern Christians and the ease theySometimes not; but on December the fourth we would come home
have in living one way on Sunday morning apd Wwith one regardless.

another on Saturday night. May our resolution be to Itreally didn’t matter what it looked like. It was going to be our
be God's sons and daughters all the time in 2006 Christmas tree. We did the best we could. We put the bad side to the
" wall. We covered up the top if it was too big. We did some creative
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things, and after we got all of the decorations on, it really did lookdon't think | could wait for five years for Christmas. But they did.

pretty good. Although it was probably a straggly tree, we filled inThey waited for five years for the birth of Christ. As we kind of

the open spaces with bulbs and tensile and all those kinds of thifglieve, sort of - that some of those were so anxious that they didn’t

and it looked pretty good! just want to wait and observe from a long distance off. They may
The Family Anticipates Christmas have made that trip to see Him personally.

With the tree decorated, that was really the true mark of the We have been able to count on His word. When God and Christ
beginning of our Christmas celebration. At that point we starteday something, we know itis going to happen. We believe itis going
listening to Christmas songs. When we were putting up the Chrigis happen. Our major question is, “Is the person who is saying it
mas tree we put on the phonograph. Some of you kids don’t knaspeaking for Christ or are they speaking for themselves?” When it
what a phonograph is. This was a really new invention. You coulid God speaking, itis guaranteed. It will happen. That's our premise.
play more than one record - not at the same time, but you could stadke trust upon those things. We trust in the resurrection. We trust
them up. One would fall and play. When it was done, the next orteat Christ was born, that He was resurrected, and that He brings all
would fall. We would lie under the tree and poke at presents, loaken unto Him through this gift.
atourselves in the bulbs and generally be thinking about Christmas, On the other hand, God had done something that was humanly
what it stood for, what gifts we were going to get. We had turned oimpossible to do - to give the gift of a son! He gave the gift of His
hearts and minds toward Christmas and when snow came, that v&sn entrusting us with that gift! | am not sure what | could give up,
an additional sign that Christmas was near. not knowing how it would be treated. If | thought somebody was

When we got to Christmas Eve, we had a special tradition. Wgoing to throw my gift away, I'm not sure | would be able to give
would have a special snack and get to open one gift. We might onyy gift. But God did! God had to be aware that some of the people
have had four presents, but we got to open one of those Christnvesuld throw His gift away - would go out on Christmas day and
Eve. We anticipated getting up really early - four or five o’clock inknock the ball over the road! Some would not respect the gift.
the morning - Christmas morning to open the rest of the presentde have been entrusted with that gift, and it is our responsibility to
Mom wouldn't allow that, but we anticipated that. We would allmake that gift viable for those people around us, for ourselves - to
state that we were going to get up at four or five o’clock Christmalsring it to life - to bring others to Him by that gift. That is His
morning and go open our presents. It never happened. It would eachazing trust in us.
up being about seven o’clock, but we were always waking Momand When we partake of the sacrament, we say the same thing - “I
Dad up opening presents. We didn’t eat breakfast first. That wasnpgtomise You | am going to do these things that You commanded
on our agenda, and our parents didn’t enforce that we be nutritiome. | promise | am going to tell my neighbor. | promise You that
ally correct. The important thing was opening the presents. when | am all alone where nobody can see what | am doing, nobody

Of all the presents that | have received over the years, there aan know what | am thinking, | promise You that | am going to do
very few that | can really remember. | remember one Christmasythat You want me to do.
was something like 55 degrees, and | got a bat and a ball. It wasn't When | have the opportunity to not quite be honest, do | putin
a baseball. It was one of these super balls. We went out in the frahat extra five dollars. When | split this up, do | split it up equally.
yard, going to play baseball with that super ball. Well, my brothebo | get my favorite red one, or do | get that red one - that red toy
was quite a bit older and he was doing the batting. The super bathat red M&M, whatever itis, do | give it or do | keep it for myself?
went over the road and sailed about 200 yards. By the time he hilNbbody will know. | have already eaten mine, and | give those to
with the bat, it was gone! | guess our treatment of the presents wasny friends. Do | give my best, or do | keep the best for myself?
quite as good as we should have thought. It's that trust. When nobody else is watching me - when nobody else

One present | remember that | did treasure. It was a tractor thatows! God trusts us with that gift of His Son. He trusts that we are
my Dad made for me to ride. He had made cars that the other kigsing to respond and we are going to give the best, our best, to Him.
rode, but he made me atractor. It had the pedals. He made the chain, The sermon was followed immediately with Brother Robert
the steering system, everything, and | rode that around the hou&alfe playing his guitar and asking the audience to sing along,
We had the capability in our house that we could just go around f$oon and very soon, we are going to see the King.”
circles, so | just went around in circles with the tractor. With
Christmas day, the anticipation was over! The gifts were ours!

Christmas Anticipated For Thousands of Years Ete rn al J u d g m e nt

When we look at the scriptures, when we look at God's
workings among His people, from Adam down there has been th|'§eC

anticipation - the prophecies, that Christ was coming. Itis only twg1e world, that he gave his Only Begotten Son, that whosoever

tchrc])gsand );ears dc;lwn thed road. OC?:; yoidlmaglne Wa't'n.g fcHelieveth on him should not perish; but have everlasting life.”
ristmas for two thousand years? “ves, Adam, we are going to He continued by telling the congregation that he was recently

ha_lve a Christ, and itis only two thousand years from now!”. Bug delegate to the Conference of Restoration Branches, held in
still, the people went along each and every day with that gift therI?\dependence Missouri, in November. He described it as a very
available for them. Some of the people obeyed Him. Some of t . ’

. . ) - interesting and meaningful conference. There was much discus-
people did the things that God commanded them to do in am'c'pgfon on some of the business, but all those who opposed some of the
tion of t.he gift. . . . opinions of others were very kind to each other. There was a good
Isaiah prophesied six hundred years from now, we are going g irit at the conference.

have a Christ. We are going to have the Savior of the World. For th Something he wanted us to consider the morning of December

people over here in America - five years and Christ was going to l191 is that judgment follows this life. Remembering this fact is very

born. Five years - that's even too long for me to wait for ChriStmgﬁ}nportant to each one of us. We need to live a good life so we can

Elder Gerald Bolingbroke opened the morning message on
ember 11, with a scripture from John 3:16. “For God so loved



go through the judgment of God more easily. The thought dflay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet.”
judgment was on the mind of the Apostle John, for he returned to Later Amos expanded this illustration when he said, “The Lord
it again and again. stood upon a wall made by a plumb line, with a plumb line in his

Let us look at some scriptures by John. First let’s look at Johmand. And the Lord said unto me, Amos, What seest thou? And |
5:22: “For the Father judgeth no man; but hath committed allaid, a plumb line. Then said the Lord, Behold, | will set a plumb
judgment unto the Son;” line in the midst of my people Israel.” The plumb line of judgment

In John 7:24 we find these words: “Judge not according to youis the straightness or the crookedness of those who are judged. We
traditions, but judge righteous judgment.” And in John 16:8 th@ote that the prophet said it was to be set in the midst of the people
apostle says: “And when he is come, he will reprove the world aff God.
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment;” John reported the Changing the metaphor but pursuing the same thought, the
healing of the man who was blind. After the healing by Jesus, thesalmist likened the process of judgment to the blowing of the
healing was questioned by the Pharisees. They tried to get the nwind. He says the ungodly is like the chaff which the wind drives
to denounce Jesus. After this questioning, they cast him out, and/ay. Therefore the ungodly shall not stand injudgment, or sinners
Jesus sought the man. He asked him if he believed in the Sonifthe congregation of the righteous. (Psalm 1: 4,5)

God. Thenthe man answered, “Who isthe Lord that | mightbelieve The Restoration is a movement of light. We live in a time of
in him?” Jesus answered and told the man the one he was talkingth in the life of His Son. We also live in a time of renewed
to is the Son of God. revelation of the greatness of God; we are living under judgment.

In the Inspired Version of the Bible in Matthew 7 we find theseBut few of us have recognized it.
words: “Judge not unrighteously, that ye be not judged; but judge Let us look at a scripture from Revelation. Revelation 14:6-7
righteous judgment.” Butin the King James Versionitsays “Judg&ates: “And | saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having
not, that ye be not judged.” What a difference this is from théhe everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth,
Inspired Version. The Inspired Version tells us thatitis permissiblend to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying
to judge, as long as we judge righteously. with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of

Then Jesus said in John 9:39, “For judgment | am come intus judgmentis come; and worship him that made heaven, and earth,
this world, that they which see not might see; and that they whiadnd the sea, and the fountains of waters.”
see might be made blind:” The Pharisees heard these words and All of us have been inspired by the thought of an angel flying
asked Jesus “Are we blind also? Jesus said unto them, If ye wémethe midst of heaven. We all have rejoiced that the everlasting
blind, ye should have no sin; but now ye say, We see; therefore yagospel has been brought back to the earth and is to be preached in
sin remaineth.” every nation and kindred and tongue and people. It is already

We see that judgment was not the purpose by which the Sonmfeached in many nations. This very fact brings men and women
God came into the world, but judgment was the inevitable result b judgment.
his coming. There is no escaping judgment. Either those who s&kis judgment which was prophesied by the angel, and which is
Jesus respond to His message, or they reject Him and are spirituallyw upon us, is different from the great Day of Judgment which
blind. comes after death.

Revelation and judgment go together. The gospel of John That such a day is coming, and is inescapable, is taught in the
shows the Lord moving among men and sifting them. He loves uScriptures. Hebrews 9:27 says: “And as it is appointed unto men
but He sees the horror of sin which abandons the love of Jesusice to die, but after this the judgment;” And also in Il Peter 2:9,
Whenever men are confronted with the Lord Jesus Christ, theifhe Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and
reaction indicates their character. This is judgment which does ntut reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished;”
have to wait until after death but takes place immediately. The New Testament helps us to see that the judgment which

The Master himself said in John 5:24, “Verily, verily, | say untoGod passes on men and women, whether they are good or bad, is
you, He who heareth my word, and believeth on him who sent meever a purely objective judgment. The Father and Son and the
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but l8oly Spirit are always involved. If we see the light and walk in it,
passed from death into life. this is because we obey the commandments of God. Many men do

He who sees and believes is judged already. Any judgmenbt think of God very often or not at all. The hour of His judgment
which may come after death is no worry, for such a one has alreaidyalready come as well as to come in the future.
passed from death to life. Judgment is inevitable. Itis the nature The judgment of God proclaimed in the angel message is a
of things that the day of revelation is a day of judgment. major force in the lives of the faithful. It is eternal judgment in the

Isaiah saw the Lord. In Isaiah 6: 1, 3 it is recorded that Isaiagense that it is the judgment of the Eternal Heavenly Father. But it
saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and heard tlealso the judgment that the people pass on themselves. If we would
seraphim cry to one another, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hostde whole we must measure ourselves day after day against the
the whole earth is full of His glory. standards set by the life of the Lord Jesus Christ.

And it was when the grandeur of the divine majesty and glory  We feel the truth when our most penetrating ethical judgments
enlightened his soul that he said, “Then said |, Woe is me! for | amre applied to ourselves. When we criticize others we gain nothing
undone; because | am a man of unclean lips, and | dwell in the midsit should sense our sins. But when we see the sins and know the
of a people of unclean lips; for mine eyes have seen the King, ttandard of judgment which they indicate by the standard of our
Lord of hosts.” Lord Jesus, whichis love, we can change. Itis by the quality of love

The judgment with which God is concerned is judgmenthat we will be judged in time and in eternity.
according to righteousness. Many years before the time of the Lord There is plenty of biblical evidence that the Lord Jesus loved
Jesus, Isaiah spoke in the name of God saying, “Judgment also file Pharisees in spite of the fact that he denounced them. Jesus
3



called them “serpents” and a “generation of vipers.” He likenednbidden by him, looked at his feet. He had on sandals. Dawson
them to “whited sepulchers” and said that the publicans and harlataw the cords that passed around his feet and between his toes.
would go into the kingdom of God before them. All of us haveTrhere were the wounds made by the nails on Calvary. Then he
something of the Pharisee in us. The judgment we pass on othesndered if the spear-wound would show in his side. At this
people is something we should measure against the backgrounchudment he turned his body slightly toward the Judge, his beautiful
eternity. The hour has come when men and women must practisite robe parted, showing the wound made by the spear; not like
God'’s judgment. Love and love alone redeems us from a hardie pictures we have seen.
judgment. We must have charity, which is the pure love of Christ, The wound was on the left side below the lower rib and pointed
to enter the Kingdom of God, as is stated in Moroni. Brotheupward, and judging from the side of the wound the spear must have
Bolingbroke continued by reading Moroni 10 verses 15 and 16.reached the heart. When Dawson found that he could speak he said,
“Wherefore, there must be faith; and if there must be faith, theré.ord Jesus, | heeded and recognized your voice, as you spoke
must also be hope; and if there must be hope, there must alsotheugh your servants; | accepted the plan of salvation that you
charity; and except ye have charity, ye canin no wise be saved in thiéered. | followed not the strangers when they called on me. |
kingdom of God; loved your law, and tried to keep your commandments. | know that
“Neither can ye be saved in the kingdom of God, if ye have ndtdid many things wrong, but | did that which | thought was the best
faith; neither can ye if ye have no hope; and if ye have no hope, yader the circumstances at the time. My hope, my trust, and my
must needs be in despair; and despair cometh because of iniqufgith are all centered on you.”
And Christ truly said unto our fathers, If ye have faith, ye cando all  Then he noticed an angel sitting with his back towards him, and
things which are expedient unto me. a little to his right was the largest book he had ever seen. It was
There are many wonderful testimonies which can illustrate thabout two feet thick and nearly six feet square. It seemed to open
need for us to always be mindful of the judgment. One of thosef its own accord. It was ruled in bright lines, more than an inch
testimonies was written by W. N. Dawson and is entitled “A Visiorapart. He saw his name written about the middle from the top to
of Judgment.” bottom at the left hand side in the most beautiful handwriting he
It was about nine o’clock, Sunday Morning, April 19, 1908,had ever seen. The letters were more than an inch in length and he
when Dawson was thinking of the great plan of salvation, of deatiyondered why his name only was there, when he was informed
the resurrection, and the great judgment day, when suddenly ttieere was a name between each of the lines, but they who looked on
scenery was changed. this book saw only their name and their sins written opposite.
He saw himself walking on a vast plain toward the southeast. Then he noticed his sins written between the lines in the
It did not appear to be as light as noonday, but more like a cloudynallest letters he had ever seen, too small for him to read. Some
day, yetthere were no clouds to be seen, neither sun, moon, nor stptaces were very dim and some very bright, indicating the degree
He could see in the vast distance toward the north and northwestfahe offense. Some places were so thick, indicating the degree of
low mountain range, with here and there a tall peak. In the west liee offense. Along toward the farther edge of the book it was
could see at a great distance where the land merged with the sehinner and dimmer. As he looked back and forth over this record
Before him, some forty or fifty miles, there was an elevation irof sins, he was surprised. He never thought that he had committed
the land, beyond which the land was moving in a wavy fashion. Thehundredth part of that many sins. He felt sick at heart, and thought
land where he now was walking was of a dark gray color, with nthat his heart would sink away within him. His knees knocked
signs of life, neither beasts, birds , insects, nor man. There were together.
trees, shrubs, nor vegetation of any kind, neither had there ever Then Dawson feltthe strong left hand of the angel, as he put his
been. The land was not dusty, but exceeding dry. There was no r@ach up under Dawson'’s right arm at the shoulder, to hold him up.
or trail, but he was going in a direct course southeast. He seemBuaen Dawson looked again at his Savior. The Savior turned to the
to know that the judgment day had come, and he was to be judgdddge and said, “This is my child. He has tried to keep my
He was walking along studying about what the result would beommandments; and with my blood have | purchased him.” Then
with him, when suddenly he felt someone take hold of his righthe Judge, looking directly at him, said, “Inasmuch as you have
hand. On looking up he saw it was an angel of the Lord, the ortiged, wherein you failed, the blood of mine Only Begotten is
whom he had seen many times before. They walked along togetlseifficient. Your sins are forgiven you.”
in silence, neither one speaking to the other. The angel who had the big book took up what appeared to be
Presently he looked up and saw, not a hundred yards ahead, &vaarking brush. The angel did not dip itin anything. He setitdown
elevation in the land, at the edge of which was a great white throra the first word of Dawson’s sins. It filled the space between the
with steps leading up at the front. The wall at each end of the stefiaes. Then the angel drew it across the two pages of the book some
the floor, which was some forty or fifty feet square, and the gredén or eleven feet. It left atrail or streak of red like as of fresh blood.
chair of state, were all composed of the same white material, unlikghen the angel got to the farther edge of the book he raised the
anything he had ever seen before, not like marble, crystal, nor glabsush off the book, and all the red blood and writing of sins
but more like diamonds. Asthey walked up the steps he noticed thatnished, leaving the book clean, as though no blood or writing of
the steps were six inches high, eighteen or twenty inches wide, asids had ever been there. Then the passage of scripture came to
twenty feet long, twelve of them in number. Dawson’s mind, where it reads, “They washed their robes in the
When they approached the throne, he saw two persons; onelsiaiod of the Lamb, and made them as white as snow.”
on the throne and the other stood at his right hand. They looked so He noticed now, for the first time, that he no longer had on
very much alike that he could not tell one from the other until he sawvlothes as we now wear; instead he had a most beautiful white robe.
the hands of the one standing. There were the wounds made by lih@as made rather low in the neck, with a broad, loose band at the
nails. He instantly recognized him as the Lord Jeldis. eyes, waist, of the same material. It was unlike the dead, dull, stiff,
4



starched white linen; butinstead it was soft and pliable to the touctathers.
as the finest silk, with a luster far more beautiful than satin, nota “And it came to pass that he cried mightily unto the Lord, all
dazzling white. It was a white most beautiful to behold. He triethat day; and behold, the voice of the Lord came unto him, saying,
to express his thanks to his Savior, but could do so only in lookkift up your head and be of good cheer, for behold, the time is at
The look the Savior gave him he shall never forget, when thieand, and on this night shall the sign be given, And on the morrow
Savior said, “You have done well; enter into the joys of your Lordcome | into the world, to shew unto the world that I will fulfill all
Then the angel who held his hand led him around to the right ¢fiat which | have caused to be spoken by the mouth of my holy
Jesus, and back of the throne. He was so busy admiring his beautgubphets.”
robe and thinking of the wonderful things which he had seen and Jim Barber followed singing, “What Child is this? with it's
heard, that he did not notice where the white of the throne left offwn declaration, “This, this is Christ the King!” Alan continued
and the green of the grass began, but there were no steps gaiith the explanation: In looking for part of the Christmas story to
down at the back of the throne. talk about today, | was drawn to the promise from the Christmas
How far they had gone before he looked up he did not knovsgtory in America, “On the morrow come | into the world.” It is an
but the most beautiful sight he had ever seen met his view. Whamazing story of Christmas and how people react to the promise of
he looked up, he saw small streams of clear running water and greehrist's coming. In it there are some lessons for us in our lives today
grass, the most luxuriant he had ever seen, with tall trees witts well
overhanging boughs, with bright green foliage a hundred times The fulfillment of the promise begins with the giving of the
more beautiful than any spring of the year he had ever seen in gopmise. People of Book of Mormon knew the promise of Christ’s
place. coming from the very beginning. It was taught all through the Book
He heard a voice a little to his right, and in the speaker’s cai Mormon times. Some people believed, others did not. There
he was placed by the angel, when he informed him that he musime atime of wickedness for many of the Nephites in the 86th year
return and perform a like service for others, as he had for him. Thefithe reign of the judges, despite the efforts of Nephi and Lehi, the
Dawson heard voices, and he had returned to the earth. sons of Helaman. The Lamanites had responded to the teaching of
What a marvelous testimony Brother Dawson has shared withe Nephi and Lehi, however, and were following God'’s way at the
the world. Itis true evidence of the compassion which Christ hasne.
for all those who will endeavor to follow his commandments and Samuel, a Lamanite Prophet, Is Sent
become one with Him. So it was that God sent Samuel, a Lamanite prophet, to preach
Brother Bolingbroke closed his message with scriptures fromepentance to the Nephites. (Helaman 5). Samuel was thrown out of
Revelation 14:7-8 and Matthew 5:23-24. First, Revelation 14:7-8he city of Zarahemla on his first attempt and was headed back to
“Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for thénis own land when the voice of the Lord told him to turn around, go
hour of his judgment is come; and worship him that made heaveback and prophesy to the people the “things that should come to his
and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. And théreart.” So Samuel went back and got up on the wall of the city
followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, thabecause they would not let him in at the gate.
great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the Samuel started with a promise that did not make the people of
wrath of her fornication.” Zarahemla happy. In 400 years, he said, the sword of justice will fall
And then in Matthew: “Ye have heard that it hath been said bypon the Nephites. Heavy destruction will come, and nothing can
them of old time that, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall killsave the people, except repentance and faith on the Lord Jesus
shall be in danger of the judgment of God. But | say unto you, th&hrist, “who surely shall come into the world, and shall suffer many
whosoever is angry with his brother, shall be in danger of hithings, and shall be slain for his people.”
judgment; and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, or Rabcha, How did Samuel know this? He told the people that an angel of
shall be in danger of the council; and whosoever shall say to hise Lord declared it to him, and the news about Jesus brought “glad
brother, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.” tidings to his soul.” Many others had a similar experience when they
Brother Bolingbroke encouraged us to keep the commandieard the news. They, too, felt they had received glad tidings to their
ments so we will be able to go through the judgment without angouls. And Samuel said, “l was sent to declare glad tidings to you,
problems. We have all sinned, but we must repent and rely on Jesasyou could have glad tidings, too, but you would not hear it.”
to wipe out our sins. His prayer for us is that we will be able to g8amuel goes on to tell the people that except they repent, 400 years
through the Judgment and have our sins wiped out and that Jesuiknot pass away before the Nephites will die by the sword, famine
will return soon. and pestilence and there will be those of the fourth generation who
O n th e M O ITOW I CO m e will live at the grace of their enemies to see the utter destruction of
the Nephites. Even now, he told them, their great city, Zarahemla
would already have been destroyed had it not been for the righteous
I nto T h e WO rI d who lived there. The wickedness and abominations in the city were
so great, Samuel said, that the righteous who are in Zarahemla are
Pastor H. Alan Smith was the speaker. The scripture he choggeventing the Lord from destroying the city with fire right then.
was from the Book of Mormon, 3 Nephi 1:10 -13. “Now it came tosamuel pointed out a number of the ways in which the Nephites
pass that when Nephi, the son of Nephi, saw this wickedness of jjgre being wicked and disobedient to their Lord. One important
people, his heart was exceeding sorrowful. And it came to pass thidhy he stressed was that they were relying on their riches too much,
he went out and bowed himself down upon the earth, and crieghd brother Smith asked whether we might see ourselves in that
mightily to his God, in behalf of his people; yea, those who wergjtyation at the moment. For them, there was going to be a curse put
about to be destroyed because of their faith in the tradition of th%’h the |and and When peop'e h|d up their treasures they Cou|d not
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be found again. Only righteous people who hid up things to the Lotttiat thereby men may be brought into the presence of the Lord; Yea,
would be able to find them again. (Helaman 5:28-32). behold this death bringeth to pass the resurrection, and redeemeth
“You are cursed because of your riches”, Samuel declared]l mankind from the first death; that spiritual death for all mankind,
“and your riches are cursed because you have set your heartshyrthe fall of Adam, being cut off from the presence of the Lord, or
them and have not hearkened unto the words of him who gave theawnsidered as dead, both as to things temporal and to things
toyou. You do not remember the Lord your God in the things whichpiritual. But behold, the resurrection of Christ redeemeth man-
he hath blessed you, but ye do always remember your riches, nokind, yea, even all mankind, and bringeth them back into the
thank the Lord you God for them. Your hearts are not drawn to thgesence of the Lord; Yea, and it bringeth to pass the conditions of
Lord but do swell with great pride, unto boasting, and unto to allepentance.” (Helaman 5: 75-84). “
manner of iniquity.” But behold, as | said unto you concerning another sign, a sign
Samuel explained how when prophets come to testify of sinsf his death, behold, in that day that he shall suffer death, the sun
and iniquity of the people, the people got angry and tried to destrapall be darkened and refuse to give his light unto you; and also the
them, just as they had tried to kill him. moon, and the stars; And there shall be no light upon the face of this
“But behold, if a man shall come among you and shall say, Dland, even from the time that he shall suffer death, for the space of
this, and there is no iniquity; do that and ye shall not suffer; walkhree days, to the time that he shall rise again from the dead; Yea,
after the pride of you own hearts and after the pride of your eyes, aatthe time that he shall yield up the ghost, there shall be thunderings
do whatsoever your heart desireth, ... You will receive him and sand lightnings for the space of many hours, and the earth shall shake
that he is a prophet.” He is the one the people will lift up and to hirand tremble, ... And behold there shall be great tempests, and there
give of their substance. Because he speaks flattering words to yshall be many mountains laid low, like unto a valley, and there shall
and says that all is well, you don't find fault with him. be many places, which are now called valleys, which shall become
He told them their riches would become slippery that they canihountains, whose height thereofis great. And many highways shall
hold on to them, “and in your poverty you will cry to the Lord inbe broken up, and many cities shall become desolate, and many
vain.” You will lay a tool here today and on the morrow it is gonegraves shall be opened and shall yield up many of their dead; and
(Brother Smith commented that happensto him already.) When thaany saints shall appear unto many.
day comes, Samuel prophesied, the people would say, “Our iniqui- “And the angel said unto me ... that these signs and these
ties are great, please turn your anger from us.” wonders should come to pass, upon all the face of this land; to the
“But behold, your days of probation are past: ye have procragtent that there should be no cause for unbelief among the children
tinated the day of your salvation until it is everlastingly too late.’'of men;”
(Brother Smith said he was intrigued with the wording of beingHelaman 5:84-86). “And this to the intent that whosoever will
everlastingly too late.) “For you have sought all of the days of youselieve, might be saved, and that whosoever will not believe, a
lives for that which ye could not obtain; and ye have sought fatighteous judgment might come upon them: and also if they are
happiness in doing iniquity, which thing is contrary to the nature ofondemned, they bring upon themselves their own condemnation.
that righteousness which is in our great and eternal Head.” Christ’s Gift- Freedom to Choose
The Signs of Christ’s Birth Revealed “And now remember, remember, my brethren, that whosoever
Samuel said the people still had an opportunity to repent. Thererisheth, perisheth unto himself; and whosoever doeth iniquity,
he gave them the sign of Christ's birth; “For five years moreloeth it unto himself; for behold ye are free; ye are permitted to act
cometh, and behold then cometh the Son of God to redeem all thdseyourselves; for behold, God hath given unto you a knowledge,
who shall believe on his name. (Helaman 5:55-59) And behold, theénd he hath made you free;
will I give unto you for a sign at the time of his coming; for behold, “He hath given unto you that ye might know good from evil,
there shall be great lights in heaven, insomuch that in the nightd he hath given unto you that ye might choose life or death, and
before he cometh, there shall be no darkness, insomuch that it shadlcan do good and be restored unto that which is good, or have that
appear unto man as if it was day; Therefore there shall be one dafkich is good restored unto you; or ye can do evil, and have that
and a night, and a day, as if it were one day, and there were no nighihich is evil restored unto you.”
and this shall be unto you for a sign; for ye shall know of the rising He made it clear to all that if we are condemned, it is our own
of the sun, and also of its setting; Therefore they shall know of fault. No one else could be blamed. We are agents of our own
surety that there shall be two days and a night; nevertheless the niglitgment.
shall not be darkened; and it shall be the night before he is born. ABémuel told how the Lamanites were striving, with unwearied
behold there shall be a new star arise, such an one as ye never tdiligence, that they might bring the remainder of their brethren to
beheld; and this also shall be a sign unto you”. the knowledge of the truth. Then he prophesies for our day.
As a sign of His birth, there would be a day and a night and @lelaman 5:103-104). The promise is to the Lamanites - notwith-
day without darkness, despite the rising and setting of the sun.standing the many afflictions which they shall have, the Lord shall
new star would appear, such as they never have beheld. All of the merciful unto them and they shall again be brought to the true
wonders that would accompany His birth were foretold so therenowledge, which is the knowledge of their Redeemer, and their
would be no excuse for any not to believe. great and true shepherd and be numbered among his sheep. But
Along with call for repentance and signs of Christ's birth,unless the Nephites repent, they will be utterly destroyed in 400
Samuel also gave signs of Christ's death and resurrection. (Helamgears.
5:68-80). “And behold, again, another sign | give unto you; yeaa Many who heard Samuel’s words repented and sought Nephi,
sign of his death; for behold, he surely must die, that salvation mapn of Helaman, to be baptized. Many others, the more part,
come; (Helaman 5:69-84) “Yea, it behooveth him, and becomettesponded by trying to kill Samuel.
expedient that he dieth, to bring to pass the resurrection of the dead, Time goes on. Angels appear to wisemen and Nephi turns
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records over to son Nephi and departs out of the land. By now itiisothers willing to ride a donkey or walk long distances on the day
the beginning of the ninety second year of the reign of the judge®efore your child is to be born?) | have even wondered if Christ had
- more of the prophecy begins to be fulfilled. Greater signs appeheen born in a stable if it had not been that his birth was needed on
and greater miracles are wrought among the people. Samuel hithé other side of the world that night.
prophesied about great signs and wonders in the heavens as part of Isn’t this a wonderful testimony of the fact that Christ was not
what would happen. just a man. On the eve of his birth, he could speak to someone and
But remember the time line. Samuel had come in the 86th yetry to explain what He was doing and why He was coming to earth.
of the reign of the judges. His statement was, “Five more yeakhatan added testimony of who Jesus was that other Christians do
cometh and the sign will be given.” Its early in the 92nd year of theot have in their understandings of the Christmas story!
reign of the judges. (3 Nephi 1). Depending on how you count -Fhe sign did appear. There was no darkness when the sun set and
time is running out. Five years are up. Some began to say that the people began to be astonished. Many who had not believed fell
time was up for Samuel’s prophecy. to earth. The sign had been given, people began to fear because of
Who was a Lamanite anyway to tell us what's right and what'sheir iniquity and their unbelief. In fact, all of the people were so
wrong? If the sign was wrong, they didn’t have to worry about thastonished that they fell to the earth. There was another part of the
call to repentance either. They began to rejoice over those wis@n- - the appearance of the new star -which also took place.
believed and taunted them saying, “Your joy and your faith conEven seeing the signs with their own eyes didn't last long for many.
cerning this thing has been in vain.” In three years people who hadn't believed before began to be less
They made a great uproar in the land, and the believers begand less astonished at a sign or a wonder from heaven. Yes, | saw
to be very sorrowful -- worried that those things which had beea sign, but the sign was somehow done by man or the power of the
spoken might not come to pass. But they steadfastly watched for tHevil to lead away and deceive the hearts of the people. And Satan
sign, that they might know their faith was not in vain. The unbelievelid go about, leading away the hearts of the people, tempting them
ers set a day when those who believed in traditions would be putaad causing them that they should do great wickedness in the land.
death if the sign did not appear. Are there any parallels from the story of Christmas in ancient
Nephi, now the spiritual leader in Zarahemla, had newly takeAmerica and our lives today? What about our reliance on riches.
over responsibilities for plates and all of the sacred things when hBoes Samuel’s prophecy say anything to us today in this regard.
father, Nephi left. He had probably preached a number of sermofi¥ou are cursed because of your riches and your riches are cursed
on the promise Samuel brought. He knew Samuel to be a good magcause you have set your hearts on them and have not hearkened
from his father’'s knowledge of Samuel and the Lamanites whonto the words of him who gave them to you.
were following the Lord because of Nephi and his brother Lehi’'s  You do not remember the Lord your God in the things which
ministry. He had seen and heard of miracles that his father and unble hath blessed you, but ye do always remember your riches, not to
had been part of, but we don’t know the extent of his own ministrthank the Lord you God forthem. The hearts of people are not drawn
and experience with the spirit of God. Alan said he wondered tb God but drawn to boasting and on to all manner of iniquity.
Nephi didn’t wish that he could talk to his father about what to daVe live in a world where we have religious groups saying: “We
as the leader of the people at this time. believe that personal experience, conscience and reason should be
Nephi saw the wickedness of his people and his heart was matthe final authorities in religion, and that in the end, religious
exceedingly sorrowful. The scripture doesn't say his first concerauthority lies not in a book, or person, or institution, but in
was for himself and his family. He was concerned for the wickedsurselves.” That is a quote!
ness of the people around him. Had he taken Samuel’'s prophecyt live in a world where people are saying: “Christ is not the only
heart about choices people have to make and dire consequenceway to salvation. That is too exclusive. That is being too narrow.”
wrong choices? On this day, he went out, bowed himself down on We live in a world where people are saying: “Christ was a good
the earth, cried mightily to his God, on behalf of his people that wetteacher but he was in no way divine. He was not resurrected and he
about to be destroyed because of their faith in the tradition of theiertainly will not return. Your joy and faith concerning such things
fathers. Now this was not some false tradition, but belief in Chridtave been in vain. The traditions of your fathers that Jesus is the
which unbelievers called a tradition. Christ, the Son of the Living God, who was here from the beginning
Jesus Christ Speaks to Nephi in creation and came to bring us back into God’'s presence are
Nephi prayed all day and then heard the voice of Jesus talk taitdated.
him saying, “Lift up your head and be of good cheer, for behold the  We live in aworld where people are saying -- Joseph Smith was
time is at hand, and on this night shall the sign be given. And on tlagperson who created “revelations” to provide cover for his personal
morrow come | into the world, to shew unto the world that I willsinful whims.
fulfill all that which | have caused to be spoken by the mouth ofthe Do these kinds of powers at work in the world make us begin
holy prophets. to be like some of the believers at Nephi’s time who began to be very
“Behold, | come unto my own, to fulfill all things which | have sorrowful -- worried that those things which had been spoken might
made known unto the children of men, from the foundation of theot come to pass?
world, and to do the will, both of the Father, and of the son of the Or do we stand up like Samuel the Lamanite, to the slings and
Father, because of me, and of the Son, because of my flesh. Aadows of the crowd, and proclaim glad tidings of great joy from a
behold the time is at hand, and this night shall the sign be giversénse of wanting others to know the truth. Do we respond from a
What had to happen for this to be fulfilled? God was workingconcern, like Nephi’s, for the iniquity of the people, and try to share
on the other side of the world as well. Mary and Joseph were makitige good news that we are free to choose. The judgment that awaits
long trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem, so the prophecy that Christs is of our own making! We can procrastinate our repentance. One
would be born in Bethlehem could be fulfilled. (Are any of youway will lead to having the glad tiding of great joy with us each day.
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The other can lead to bringing ourselves our own condemnatiored the prayer of the congregation for the Walker family. Brother
that we can procrastinate the day of your salvation until it i$mith then announced the hymn, “Oh, Little Town of Bethlehem”
everlastingly too late. asking us to pay particular attention to the phrase, “How silently,
Are we steadfast when we see God working in our lives or at@ow silently the wondrous gift is given.”
we quick to forget? Do we too quickly become less and less The call to worship was taken from Luke 2:28-33, the story of
astonished by a signs or wonders from heaven? Simeon seeing the Christ child in the temple. “Then he took him up
And what about the promise that on the morrow | come into thim his arms, and blessed God and said, Lord, now lettest thy servant
world? We have the testimony of many that Jesus was born thdg¢partin peace, according to thy word; For mine eyes have seen thy
night more than 2000 years ago -- and what a difference this hsalvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
made in our lives and our world. But we also have the prophecy ardlight to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.
the promise that Jesus will come again -- on the morrow. And w&nd Joseph, and Mary, marveled at those things which were spoken
have the signs that will let us know it is time. of the child.”.
Signs of His Coming Again We sang, “What Child Is This?” Gordon Winkler offered the
From the 24th chapter of Matthew: “And they shall hear oinvocation and Aquila Galusha responded with his guitar playing
wars and rumors of wars, Behold, | speak unto you for mine electtee song we had just sung, “What Child Is This?”
sake. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against Silent Night, the Hymn
kingdom; there shall be famine and pestilences, and earthquakes in Michael Jordison gave a power point presentation of the story
divers places, and again, because iniquity shall abound, the loveadf“Silent Night”, and we understood why Ron had asked us to pay
men shall wax cold, but he that shall not be overcome, the same shgtticular attention to the phrase in the first song we sang. Projected
be saved. And again, this gospel of the kingdom shall be preachedthe screen Mike had scenes of the countryside in which the hymn
in all the world, for a witness unto all nations, and then shall the endas written and those persons and objects involved in its writing
come, or the destruction of the wicked. and ministry. He began with the illustrated story of Christ’s birth as
“And again shall the abomination of desolation, spoken of byold in Luke 2::8-16: .
Daniel the prophet, be fulfilled. And immediately after the tribula- ~ "And there were in the same country, shepherds abiding in the
tion of those days, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall field, keeping watch over their flocks by night. And lo, an angel of
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powetise Lord appeared unto them, and the glory of the Lord shone round
of heaven shall be shaken. Verily | say unto you, this generation, &@bout them; and they were sore afraid. But the angel said unto them,
which these things shall be shown forth, shall not pass away unfiear not, for behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which
all I have told you shall be fulfilled. shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day, in the city of
“Although the days will come that heaven and earth shall pad3avid, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this is the way you
away, yet my word shall not pass away; but all shall be fulfilled. . shall find the babe, he is wrapped in swaddling clothes, and is lying
. Then shall appear the sign of the son of Man in heaven; and thi@na manger.
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn. And they shall see the Son of “And suddenly there was with the angel, a multitude of the
man coming in the clouds of heaven, with power and great glorjeavenly host, praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the
And whoso treasureth up my words, shall not be deceived. For theghest; and on earth, peace; good will to men.
son of Man shall come, and he shall send his angels before him withnd it came to pass, when the angels were gone away from them
the great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together timo heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go, even
remainder of his elect from the four winds; from one end of heavaimto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the
to the other.” Lord has made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found
Are we looking forward with the anticipation of the people ofMary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.”
Nephi's time or does it take the threat of death to make this Many years later a young Priest of 24 reflected on this passage
importantto us? There is adeadline. There are people who are goofgcripture as he made the long walk home back to Mariapfarr. He
to die if there is not a people who will bring in the kingdom. Just likdnad come at the request of two of hid parishioners to bless their
Mary and Joseph hurrying to Bethlehem for the birth of the Son gfoung child. Their visit that afternoon had been longer than he had
God onthat night so long ago that the sign might be given that woudthticipated, and now his return journey would see him back to the
save the lives of those believers half a world away, so we aghurch late in the evening. The night was quiet and still. A clear sky
challenged to bring in the kingdom of God in time to save the liveafforded a peaceful view of the moonlight atop the glistening peaks

of many around the world. of the Austrian Alps. Fresh snowfall from earlier that day had
“On the morrow | come into the world.” | hope this is a gladcovered the rolling hills with a holy blanket clean and pure.
tidings of great joy for us even today. Since his appointment a year earlier at the small pilgrim parish,
There had been many nights such as this that the young priest found
C h “Stm aS 2 005 himself beneath the sjlent stars alone with his thoughts. There were
no sounds from the highway from the valley below. There were no

Church School was canceled for Christmas Sunday so familiggightly lit cities to cast their light upon the sky above. There was
othing to distract the imagination from the serenity of the moment.

Id h i h f i h ice.
could have more time together before coming to the servic as, perhaps, on a night like tonight that it happened, he thought.

Ronal ith, wh in ch f th i
Seventy Ronald Smith, who was in charge of the service, greet e shepherds alone in field when the angels came bearing tidings

the congregation in the name of Jesus Christ, noting especial X . S
those who had come home for Christmas, and announcing it Wag)ﬁgreat joy. What a marvelous sight to behold breaking in upon

bitter sweet day for some. Beverly Walker of the Decatur Ci ucha qu.ie.t hight among thei.r ﬂ(.)CkS' The majesty of the hOStS.Of
branch died of a massive heart attack Saturday night. Fran Wigs fraven giving glory to God - singing praises and worshipping His



name! by the pair. “Silent night! Holy night! All's asleep; one sole light.
Then, almost as suddenly as it came upon them, the hosksst the faithful and holy pair. Lovely boy child with curly hair.
retreated into heaven, and the shepherds were left again to ®Bleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.”
stillness of that beautiful night. “Oh, yes. It must have been a night At this juncture Ron Smith joined Michael. They each took up
like this”, the young priest thought. “A night where the peace ofheir guitars and sang the first verse of the beautiful duet in German
God had settled upon all the land. A night that the world woulds it was sung that first Christmas in Oberndorf.
hardly notice if not for the declarations of heaven itself. Andinthe  Two traveling families of folk singers, the Strassers and the
serenity of such a moment, the shepherds would have fouhiners from the Ziller Valley picked up the song and sang itin a
themselves hurrying through the streets of Bethlehem searching fmwncert in December of 1832. It was during this period that several
the sign the angels told them.” musical notes were changed and the carol evolved into the melody
As the young priest’s thought reverted to the events of the dathat we know today. The song, now translated into over three
the meager country home of the young couple, the sincere ahdndred languages has easily become one of, if not the most popular
earnest concern of the mother and father, the innocent child wha@hristmas song. And it would take 24 years from the time it was first
he had held and prayed for, he was moved to think of the hokung in New York until translated and arranged into English. The
family. And when shepherds peered into the lowly stable, thelpiscopal Priest, John Freeman, is credited with the arrangement
would have gazed upon a scene similarly serene. How gentle thgit now stands in most English hymnals. The song worked its way
hands that placed the child in the manger would have been! Thieough Europe and North America gaining devotees wherever it
child’s mother gazing intently upon the gift from God and Josephwas sung.
The lad’s adoptive father accepting the responsibility that no other Nearly one hundred years after the song was first sung, Europe
man would inherit. How protectively he must have stood over hifound itself in the midst of the great war. It was 1914 that many of
wife and the child for they sat in the lowliest of places - truly a sighthe soldiers on both sides thought that they would be home by
of such innocence yet poignancy. “It was a blessed and holy nightChristmas to celebrate victory. But victory was not realized as they
thought the young priest, and it was upon these things that he dwiibught, and the war would linger on for a brutal three more years.
while making the journey home that silent night. As he at lagtor the soldiers yearning to be home, Christmas in 1914 meant
pressed through the doors of the church where he was stationednitre of the same, with no apparent end in sight. The weather turned
was not difficult to believe that the words to a lovely poem hadold on the western front, and the mud and the slop from the
almost constructed themselves. Although the night was growingenches crusted over with ice. For weeks the fighting had gone on.
late, he lit the candle upon his desk, and drawing out a few scrapurred by the familiarity of the enemy and a mutual feeling of
of parchment, dipped the quill into the ink and put the melody of hieespect, the soldiers had refrained from firing on each other during
thoughts in print. meals. Occasionally, because the trenches were often close to each
Father Joseph Mohr, born in 1792 in Salzburg, Austria, wasther, they would wrap a stone in a newspaper and toss it over to one
ordained by the Salzburg Archdiocese in 1815. His first assignmeanother hoping for a return gesture. They sought anything new that
was as assistant priest in a small country parish in Miramar, andvbuld help them break the monotony of the war. This courtesy
was here that he wrote the poem that in time would stir the heataused the British in early December to issue an order forbidding
and souls of millions around the earth. The following year Mohfraternization with the enemy. Despite the efforts of the command-
was transferred to St. Nicklaus Church in Oberndorf where hiag officers, the men were hesitant to observe their orders.
worked with Father Josef Kessler. The pair took occasionto add bits  Less than a week before Christmas, Germans who had engaged
of German to their Latin masses, which allowed the parishioners teeavily in battle the night before, held up their hands in truce and
understand what was being said for the first time. Mohr felt stronglgought to retrieve their wounded from the middle ground. The
that their worship should be understood by all and sought opportBritish held their fire and soon found themselves retrieving their
nity to make things more common for all the parishioners. Andwn. They exchanged awkward greetings and offered to help each
while working to this end, he quickly became friends with theother bury their dead. With Christmas fast approaching, many of the
church organist, Franz Gruber. Germans put up small Christmas trees on the parapets of their
Gruber lived in nearby Arnsdorf wherany stories tell that theréenches. Eager to kindle the Christmas spirit, many of the Germans
was a problem with the organ in St. Nicklaus the Christmas of 1818t candles and lanterns singing Christmas carols one to another.
Some claim that mice had eaten through the bellows rendering théllamined by the fire light, they wee easily seen by the British
inoperable. Some blame Gruber himself for sabotage of the orgaantries. Miraculously, they held their fire. The Germans held up
causing it to be silent that Christmas. Most likely Father Mohr ha@hristmas trees with lit candles above their trenches in a show of
wanted something different for Christmas, something that woul@hristmas greeting.
touch each and every one of the country folk of his parish. Whatever Then it happened. A few Germans began to sing “Stille Nacht”
the reason, Joseph took the poem he wrote two years earlier to Tirge British, familiar with the tune began to sing along. And though
friend, Franz Gruber, and asked him to arrange a simple melody fdifficult to determine exactly who first or when, a few soldiers
a guitar accompaniment. Gruber accepted the task, and in a shditnbed out of the trenches still singing the song written by Mohr
while brought the composition to Mohr in time for the service thaand Gruber. They shared what they had - bits of food, cigarettes,
night. Arrangements were quickly made for the choir to accombeer and chocolate, making gifts for one another.
pany, and the music was set. That night, December 24, during As Christmas day wore on, more soldiers joined the undeclared
midnight mass, the world’s most stirring Christmas hymn debutecease fire, and soon were heavily engaged in soccer matches where
at St. Nicklaus in Oberndorf. Father Joseph Mohr and Franz Grubjeist days before they had been engaged in battle. In places along the
sang the duet with Mohr accompanying on his guitar. The choline, the celebration continued for three days until a few reinforce-
repeated the lasttwo lines after each of the six verses that were sumgnts were moved up and some divisions were ordered out. It was
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apparent that generals were not in favor of the activity, and they défand in the presence of God, and am sent to speak unto thee, and
what they could to break up the fraternization. In one instance alotgshow thee these glad tidings. And behold, thou shalt be dumb, and
the line, the truce had just begun by mutual agreement. Captainiit able to speak until the day that these things shall be performed,
I. Stockwell recalled how after a truly silent night, he fired threebecause thou believest not my words which shall be fulfilled in their
shots into the air at 8:00 AM on December 26, and climbed onto higason.

parapet. The officer who had given him beer the previous day, “And the people waited for Zacharias, and marveled that he
appeared on the German parapet. They bowed, saluted and climi@died so long in the temple And when he came out, he could not
back into their trenches. A few moments afterwards, Stockwedipeak unto them; and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the
heard the German fire two shots into the air, and, as he said, the wample; for he beckoned unto them, and remained speechless. And
was on again. During the nextthree Christmases of World War Onas soon as the days of his ministration were accomplished, he
similar truces were initiated, but none of them played out. departed to his own house.

The song, Silent Night, had an impact during the Second world  “And after those days, his wife Elizabeth conceived, and hid
War as well. Fighting was suspended on many of the frontserself five months, saying, Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the
Christmas eve as soldiers tuned their radios to hear recordings of tteys wherein he looked on me, to take away my reproach from
Austrian opera star, Mme. Ernestine Schumann-Heink sing “Stillamong men.

Nacht.” Madame had family on both sides of the war - one fighting  “And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God,
for the Axis and another for the Allies. Nearly two hundred yearsinto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth. To a virgin, espoused to a
had passed since the young priest, Joseph Mohr penned the melodan whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's
words set to the music of Franz Gruber, and though the tune andme was Mary. And the angel came in unto her and said, Hail, thou
translation have altered slightly, the meaning and intent of thergin, who art highly favored of the Lord. The Lord is with thee,
authors have not. Today we are just as inspired from our imagininf@ thou art chosen and blessed among women. And when she saw
of that holy night when our Savior entered into the world as a tendére angel, she was troubled at his saying, and pondered in her mind
child, and we are reminded that indeed, all is calm and bright whevhat manner of salutation this should be.

illuminated by the light of Christ. Rich or poor, young or old, “And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary, for thou hast
American or otherwise, we are obligated to acknowledge that truljound favor with God. And behold, thou shalt conceive, and bring
for all, .Jesus is, “Lord, at thy birth”. forth a son, and shall call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall

The offering was received. We sang, “Heir of All the Ages” tobe called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God shall give unto
guitar accompaniment. him the throne of his father David; And he shall reign over the house

Nothing Is Impossible With God! of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

High Priest Sherman Phipps took his place behind the pulpit  Then said Mary unto the angel; How can this be?
and announced, “l want to back up a little bit and read a part of what  And the angel answered and said unto her, Of the Holy Ghost,
| consider to be included in the Christmas story but which usuallgnd the power of the Highest. Therefore also, that holy child that
comes before where we start. You will recognize this as cominghall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And behold, thy
from Luke, the first chapter.” (Luke 1:5-42) : cousin Elizabeth, she hath also conceived a son, in her old age; and

“There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certathis is the sixth month with her who is called barren. For with God
priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia; and his wife beingthing can be impossible. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of
of the daughters of Aaron, and her name Elizabeth, Were bothe Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel
righteous before God, walking in all the commandments andeparted from her.
ordinances of the Lord blameless; And they had no child. Elizabeth  “And in those days, Mary went into the hill country with haste,
was barren, and they were both well stricken in years. into a city of Juda, And entered into the house of Zacharias, and

“And while he executed the priest's office before God, in thealuted Elizabeth. And it came to pass, that when Elizabeth heard
order of his priesthood, According to the law, (his lot was to burthe salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth
incense when he went into the temple of the Lord,) The wholeas filled with the Holy Ghost, and she spake out with a loud voice
multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incensend said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of
And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord, standing on tttey womb.”
right side of the altar of incense. And when Zacharias saw the angel, At the close of the scripture reading, a quintet sang “Were you
he was troubled and fear fell upon him. But the angel said unto hirthere? Were you there when the world was filed with His holy
Fear not, Zacharias, for thy prayer is heard, and thy wife Elizabetight?”
shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. Thou shalt The Sermon: The Greatest Gifts
have joy and gladness, and many shall rejoice at his birth; For he Brother Phipps returned to the pulpit, assuring us he was aware
shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither winef the time. Because of the limited time left for the sermon, of
nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, evemecessity he abbreviated his presentation.
from his mother's womb. And many of the children of Israel shall | am not one who thinks Jesus was born on December 25. In
he turn to the Lord their God; And he shall go before the Lord in thiact, | would probably pick a different day if | had to pick one, he
spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to theaid, but | am willing to celebrate and rejoice with anyone on any
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to malkaay they want to pick as long as it has to do with the birth of Christ;
ready a people prepared for the Lord. and this is the day that many, many people pick. So | don’t mind.

“And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall | known fact, | enjoy Christmas, contrary to what some in my family
this? for | am an old man, and my wife is well stricken in years. might say. Sherm alluded to the fact that his method of wrapping

“And the angel answering, said unto him, | am Gabriel, whgresents has long been to put them in Hy Vee sacks and staple over
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the top. He noted that he did not want it said that his kids thougtdday, but one of His choicest gifts to us is also death as to the
of him as the Grinch, but among his Christmas gifts this year waemporal body. Without that gift, we would never be able to come
a book from his daughter titled, “The Judge Who Stole Christmashack into His presence. We would be stuck in this form. So that's

There is one thing about Christmas that | really like. It is soranother thing you can think about. | have considered the Scriptures
of one of those funny things. | really like the idea, but | don’t likein Genesis that talk about how Adam and Eve partook of the tree of
what we have done with it. That's the giving of gifts, and of course&knowledge of good and evil and what was one of the first things God
the birth of Christ was the greatest gift. We seem to have taken thait? He sent a cherubim with a flaming sword to the tree of life to
and turned it around and we give material things - which is all righthake sure they didn't partake of that; because if they had, they
if it expresses your love for the other person. But | am alwaywould have been stuckin this temporal state forever. He didn’t want
concerned that we not let the giving of material - temporal thingsthat to happen. He wanted them to come back unto Him.
distract from the greatest gift of all - that being Jesus Christ Himself. God's Message To a Child, and Us
Christ told us a number of times that He was the example for us. | have one other little thing | feel like | need to do. “Sam, have
That which we saw Him do, we were to do. And surely He intendegou been praying for your grandfather and praying he would live to
for us to give, not just things, but to give ourselves to one anothespend Christmas with you?” (Samuel Jordison, a child of about
I am always reminded when | think of that, | have nothing to giveight years was being addressed. His grandfather had been put into
except it came from Christ - it all came from God through Christhospice at the hospital in Leon a few days before because of the
So we each have our special gifts that the Lord has blessed us witkedical judgment that he had a very short time to live. He had
to be able to pass them on to others. regained strength and was still living beyond the time predicted.)

| thought about the gifts that come to us through the birth, thBamuel nodded vigorous ascent to the question Brother Phipps had
death and the resurrection of Christ. Of course, we know our veproposed, and Brother Phipps continued with deep emotion, “God
lives come from God. We would not exist- nothing would exiswants you to know that He has heard your prayer and He has
except for God. In His great kindness and mercy He has given us thieswered your prayer. He will always answer your prayers when
gift of His Holy Spirit - the Comforter - to teach us the truth of allyou look to Him and believe in Him, And He wants you to know,

things, and to comfort and guide us on a daily basis. too, that when it is time for your grandfather to return to Him, you
He has given us the gift of light. Every body here has probablghouldn’t be sad. It will be a joyous moment!”
thought about that. | think it is interesting that - and Alan read in the Benediction

scriptures from the Book of Mormon last week one of my favorite ~ Brother Smith, our presider, spoke. “Let’s share in the joy”,
scriptures about the birth of Christ. | had kind of intended to use #&nd we sang, “Joy to the World, the Lord has come! Let Earth
today, but I think it is interesting that the sign of Christ’s birth to theeceive her King!”and were dismissed with this benediction: Father
people in this country was a day, a night and a day with no darknegs heaven, we are grateful for the many. many blessings that You
His birth was celebrated with light! At the time of His death theréhave given to us. We thank You for the words of life that have come
were three days of darkness. | won't try to get into what | think alio us this day. We thank You that You do speak to us, that You have
of that means, but | will just throw it out there and let you think abouspoken to Sam, and that you have touched the hearts of all of those
it. And then, following that three days of darkness, when He washo are loved ones of Merle and loved ones of Bev and all of those
resurrected, the light came forth again. | would certainly have to, who have come this day. We pray, Lord, that You will keep each one
my life, anyhow, have to associate light with Christ whether you ari@ Your hands and that whatever happens as we go from here that
talking about insight or whether you are talking about the sulour love will remain, comfort, guide and direct us. We thank You
coming up in the morning or the moon at night. | have always beduar the lives of all of those who are a part of this church family, and
really interested in that, but | will try not to get off into it. It is we pray for Your church throughout the world - those who have
amazing to me how before the sun is even up, my house, whichdsme to You and have been a part of that everlasting covenant.
usually dark, starts filling up with light. Where does that come  We pray that each one will have a magnificent Christmas as we
from? Well, it comes from the presence of God and permeatshare in the love of those around us and of the bounties which You
everything, which is what | would like to have His Spirit do in myhave provided. May we always remember You and keep You and
life. I would like to quit resisting and allow Him to permeate everythe gift that You have given firstin our lives. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
part of me.

Well, I'told you | would keep this short. | know you have other
things to do and places to go - hopefully not places other than the
presence of Christ!

How could we ever possibly say “Thank You” to God for this
gift of His Only Begotten Son? For myself, | have decided the only
thing | can possibly do is to try to give my life back to Him. | don’t
pretend | have done that. It is something | have to keep working on
every day. But | hope not just today, but every day we will be
conscious of this great gift that has been given to us.

One other gift | believe that has come to us from God through
His Son, Jesus Christ, is the gift of death. We have heard that today
is a kind of a bitter sweet day because of the death of our sister.
(Beverly Walker). | know a couple of you have already heard this
if you were at my mother’s funeral. But surely, one of God’s
choicest gifts to us - and | know we are celebrating the birth of Christ
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News & Notes
Offering for Liberia

A special offering was taken with the December Communion
Oblation for use by the church in Liberia. Previous plans had been
made to assist with the proposed vacation church schools to be held
in the three new congregations established there beginning with the
ministry of Randy Vick and those who went to assist him last
summer, Ron and Di Smith and Pat Bolingbroke among them.

Before the offering was accepted, Pat Bolingbroke read a letter
from the Liberian Priesthood detailing the need for funds to provide
food and a small gift for an estimated 225 children. Those desiring
to assist were asked to mark their offering for that purpose. A total
of $1,870 was sent to assist in the work of the Liberian congrega-
tions.

How Great Our Joy Enjoyed Again
After the Zionic dinner that followed the December Commun-

ion Service, the congregation reassembled, along with several from
other congregations who had sung in the Christmas cantata last
year, and sang through the cantata again. Jan Jordison directed,
Rhonda Mickelson accompanied, Charles Goecke and Sue Beck
were soloists and Tony Crandell repeated his service as a narrator.
The experience was an inspiration and a joy!

Congregation Witnesses at Mount Ayr
Window Walk

Saturday, December 10 the congregation portrayed the portion
of the Christmas story related to the visit of the Shepherds to the
manger when the Christ child was born. The manger scene was
placed in the window of Aunt Jennie’s Attic. In a very realistic
atmosphere created under the direction of Michael Jordison and
Gordon Winkler, the shepherds worshipped. The Christ child was
in a real manger on real hay that also blanketed the stable floor.
Several sheep and a donkey further validated the site. “Baby Jesus”
lay in the manger and from Him light radiated to all the onlookers,
Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and those of us who stood in awe
watching the scene. Shepherd’s crooks and staffs identified the
shepherds, and one little shepherd even brought his flute.

A lighted screen of a laptop computer at the lower left-hand
corner of the tableau told the Bible story of the event; and a painting
of a Judean hillside over which the stars twinkled continuously in
the upper right gave testimony of the place from which the shep-
herds had come. The costumed cast portraying the event was
changed from time to time. It was made up of Gordon and Linda
Winkler, Michael and Julie Jordison and their children, Samuel,
Isabel and Joshua, Cheryl Phipps, Valle Smith, Yvonne Galusha
and her children Jazmyn and Gable (Gable carried the staff carved
for the occasion by his brother Aquila who was involved in a Boy
Scout event and could not participate.)

A picture of the scene, especially featuring children at the
manger, was chosen to be exhibited as the full page Christmas
greeting of the Mt. Ayr Record News to be viewed by the thousands
of Record News readers spread over many lands. What an oppor-
tunity for the branch to give ministry!

See more news on back page
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CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
Mount Ayr Restoration Branch
607 E. Madison

Mount Ayr, IA 50854

News and Notes

Branch Carolers Fasting Weekend Planned

A chorus of about twenty five singers went from the home of Pat ik days of fasting for the “souls of those who know not God” is
Gerry Bolingbroke carrying plates of goodies prepared from tbeheduled for January 6-8. We will pray at the homes of Norman and
offerings of the singers and others at the home Sunday even@agthy Nelson in Lamoni and at the church in Mount Ayr at the times
December 18. They caroled at selected homes, principally ministes-would otherwise be eating. Our fast will be broken with soup
ing to elderly and shut-ins, Other less hardy souls remained atdim@er at the church after the morning worship on Sunday, January
Bolingbroke home, caring for the youngest and sharing in €A planning sessiom will follow.

supper the Bolingbrokes provided for all.

) Service weekend set
New Years Party Enloyed One of the new projects for the congregation is a quarterly service
Lynda and Robert Rolfe hosted the branch’s New Year's party heldekend, where people will join to reach out and help people with
December 31. The evening was spent in eating, singing, playthgres they need to have done that they can't do themselves. If you
games and in worship. Because it was the night before Suniiagw of a project where we could help with volunteer labor, let
worship, 2006 was welcomed in a little early! pastor Alan Smith know. The event will be held Saturday, Dec. 28.
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