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Saturday morning | decided | was going to go over to see Rob at the
TESTI M O N I ES AN D hospital. You might think that was a good thing, but | never went!
Soyou see, itwas notagoodthing atall. Like the meninthe parable,
S E R M O N N OT E S itis not what we think we are going to do that makes us good or bad.
It is what we do that matters.
Be Doe rS Of Th e WO rd I was hoping Kent Clisby would be here, but | expect he worked
last night. Often | see Kent over at Gloria's house helping. When my
After the emblems of the Lord's Supper were served, Sevengother—in—law, Doug comes, heis o.ften over there helping Gloria.
Ronald Smith read the parable of two sons who were asked by thEiPW often do I get over to help Gloria? Notvery often. | have the

father to go to work for him. (Matthew 21:26-30) "But what think S&Me opportunity as they, and | have good intentions, but I don't

ye? A man had two sons: and he came to the first, saying, Son, g§ow through. o .
work today in my vineyard. He answered and said, | will not; but 90hn 14:21-24 says it this way:, "He that hath my command-

afterward he repented, and went. And he came to the second dpgnts, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me; and he that loveth
said likewise. And he answered and said, | will serve; and went ndf€ Shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and W'”_
Whether of these twain did the will of their father?" Brother SmitHmanifest myself to him. If a man love me, he will keep my words;

left the question open for the congregation and a child respondéif!d My Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make
"The first!" our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings;

Ronald then came out in front of the pulpit showing a piece 4tnd the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent

paper on which the word, SIN was written in scarlet colored ink"€-

The scarlet SIN touched a part of an area that was cut to make a _ , Love and the Lord's Supper

flange. The paper had been folded but was now spread open for 1hiS moming, we have taken the Lord's Supper. Jesus told us
anyone to read. Aquilla Galusha volunteered to assist at Rofi&d0 it We have done well. By eating and drinking the emblems
request and held the paper with the SIN turned toward himself a® ("€ covenant, we have shown that we are willing to keep His

the clean part showing the rest of us. Brother Smith explained thg¢Mmandments and remember Him always. That is good. But f it

is the way we usually wish to keep our sins - to ourselves, showir?é’esn't translate into keeping His commandments and remember-

a clean life to those about us. And so he announced that he wanfa@ Him always, we are not showing that we really love Him.

to talk to us about sin and repentance and the way God wishes to take | N@Ve to confess that | am a hypocrite. A hypocrite is one who
care of our sins. says one thing and does another. There are days | say | am going to

Our speaker asked Aquilla to hold onto the flange while hdo something but end up doing something else. But my Dad taught

refolded the paper. Much to our surprise, and Aquilla's, the SIN sid@€ Somethingabout hypocrites. | will use these three books to

of the paper was now toward the audience and the blank side tow&fresent God, the hypocrite and me. If I place God on this side and
Aquilla. Aquilla had not turned loose of the flange at any time. ASN€ O the other side of the pulpit and place the one representing the

Aquilla resumed his seat and we all puzzled with him, Ron exaypocrite between us, who is closer to God, me or the hypocrite?

plained that s the way the Lord says it is going to be at the judgmeREre iS the point: if you leta hypocrite stand between you and God,

day. We will know as we are known and all our sins will be revealelfen the hypocrite is closer to God than you! So don't let mine or
for every one to see. any one else's hypocrisy keep you away from God. Itis important

But what God wants to do is to get rid of those sins entirely sthatwe remember what God has done for us and what He will do for

both sides of the paper are clean. So He gives us this wonderH§i if We repent and let Him. _ o
chance to repent and let Him take the sins entirely away. "Though In taking the Communion, we witness that we are willing to
your sins be as scarlet” (Isaiah 1:18). He will make them white ake upon ourselves the name of Jesus Christ and remember Him

snow. God wants to wipe out all our sins and make us pure and cled}y@ys and keep His commandments. The promise is that if we do
before our Lord. what we have pledged, we will always have His Spirit to be with us.
If we ask the ordinary person on the street to define sin, thdgemember the times you have felt His Spirit with you?

would probably say, "Sin is what others do that offends us. Whether @St Wednesday night | felt God's Spirit with us very strongly.
| think it is sin depends on whether | think it is good or bad. Gootl/€ 9athered together and were asked to remember the things God
and bad are relative!" But sin is not relative to God. has done for us. Itis very important that we take the time and effort

to remember. As we grow older, we forget very soon what God has
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done for us! And Wednesday night as we prayed for each otherl, &m the true light that is in you, and that you are in me, otherwise
felt the Spirit strongly. Those of you who missed that service reallye could not abound."
missed a good experience. | would like to have that Spirit with me  So when God says He created us in His own image, he was not
always. For that to happen, this is the place to come to remembtalking about just taking a piece of clay and molding a man. He
but we don't stop here. We have to keep loving and forgiving aratctually entered in and put a part of Himself into each of us. Our
sharing with each other. intelligence is from Him, and He allows us to use it any way we
| remember Ole Turnbull, Joni McDonald's father. (Many ofchoose. Sin enters in when we use the things God has given us but
you know Joni.) Ole attended one of our prayer services inot in the way He intended.
Saskatoon and afterward said, "Wow! Many people would pay big Listen to the words of King Benjamin in Mosiah 1: 52-61. "
money to be ina group that can openly share like that!" We are realigy unto you, my brethren, that if you should render all the thanks
privileged to have a church family where we can share in a way thahd praise which your whole souls have power to possess, to that
our souls can grow towards God. God who has created you, and has kept and preserved you, and has
God’s Revelation of Truth caused that ye should rejoice, and has granted that ye should live in
Just before Diand | went to Taiwan, Robert Vaughn loaned mgeace one with another; | say unto you, that if ye should serve him
abooktoread, Black Holes and Time Warps, Einstein's Outrageow$o has created you from the beginning, and art preserving you
Legacy. | hadtime to read the book during our long flights and ovdrom day to day, by lending you breath, that ye may live and move,
the course of our stay. | mention this because it gave me a nand do according to your own will, and even supporting you from
appreciation for the things that God has done. While reading ttmme moment to another; | say, if ye should serve him with all your
book, | began to understand what physicists are talking about wheitnole soul, yet ye would be unprofitable servants. And behold, all
they say that time and space are warped by mass, that timethat he requires of you, is to keep his commandments; and he has
experienced differently in different parts of space, and so on. Omeomised you that if ye would keep his commandments, ye should
of the big thrills for me was to see some connections between tpeosper in the land; And he never doth vary from that which he hath
view of the universe presented there and some of the revelatiosaid; therefore, if ye do keep his commandments, he doth bless you,
given to Joseph Smith. and prosper you.
According to Einstein, matter and energy are just different  “And now, in the first place, he hath created you, and granted
manifestations of the same thing. We call it matter when we touamto you your lives, for which ye are indebted unto him. And
it with our fingers. We call it energy when we detect it with our eyesecondly: he doth require that ye should do as he hath commanded
as light and our ears as sound. With more sophisticated detectarsy, for which if ye do, he doth immediately bless you; and
we can experience this energy as radio waves or x-rays or gamtharefore, he hath paid you. And ye are still indebted unto him; and
rays or even gravity waves. Butin the end, it all boils down (so tare, and will be, for ever and ever; therefore, of what have ye to
speak) to various forms of energy. In the book, it was pointed obbast? And now | ask, Can ye say aught of yourselves? | answer
that it is the attraction of this energy to itself that constitutes thgou, Nay. Ye can not say that ye are even as much as the dust of the
fundamental forces of our universe, and gravity in particular. Ougarth: yet ye were created of the dust of the earth: but behold, it
revelations call the energy light. Itis this same light which fills thebelongeth to him who created you."
immensity of space. Itis light that is in all things and through all  God wants us to take the name of Christ and keep His com-
things. Allthings that are or were or are to come are made of it. Amdandments. He wants us to use the intelligence, the energy, the
light cleaves to light. light he has given us in the way that he intended for it to be used. We
Doctrine and Covenants 85:10-13 says in part: "... intelligenceust keep loving each other.
cleaveth unto intelligence; wisdom receiveth wisdom; truth Is there something you are going to do different because you
embraceth truth; virtue loveth virtue; light cleaveth unto light; ..were here today? Is there some way you can lower your hypocrisy
judgment goeth before the face of him who sitteth upon the throngist a little bit? What kind of report will you make? Remember, at
and governeth and executeth all things: he comprehendeth #ike judgment seat we are all going to report! I hope we will all allow
things, and all things are before him, and all things are round abaigsus Christ to take away all our sins!
him; and he is above all things, and in all things, and is through all God bless you as you continue in His Spirit.
things, and is round about all things: and all things are by him, and
of him; even God, for ever and ever. ... He hath given a law unto : :
all things by which they move in their times, and their seasons; and B rl n g YO u r G Ift
their courses are fixed; even the courses of the heavens, and the

earth; which comprehend the earth and all the planets; and they give to th e F eaSt

light to each other in their times, and in their seasons, in their
minutes, in their hours, in their days, in their weeks, in their months,  Priest Ed Anderson chose 1 Corinthians 12:4 -18 to share with
in their years: all these are one year with God, but not with manus atthe beginning of his sermon February 11, 2007. “Now there are
“ Unto what shall | liken these kingdomsl that ye may understandj_jversities of glftS, but the same Splrlt And there are differences of
Beho'd, all these are kingdoms’ and any man who hath seen anﬁgministraﬂons, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of
the least of these, hath seen God moving in his majesty and pow@perations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.
| say unto you, He hath seen him: nevertheless, he who came unto “But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to
his own was not comprehended. The light shineth in darkness, aP@fit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom;
the darkness comprehendeth it not; nevertheless, the day shall cdfé@nother the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another
when you shall comprehend even God; being quickened in him, afith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same
by him. Then shall ye know that ye have seen me, that | am, and ti®&irit; To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to
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another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; tay with that. Some people just know, you know. Some people are
another the interpretation of tongues; But all these worketh that opgst experts at it, and they don’t have to measure out perfectly. Then
and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he willhere are some people who have no clue how to cook, and that's
“For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all tivhere | fit in.
members of that one body, being many, are one body; so alsoMy wife did something. This was a long time ago just after we were
Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whethdirst married and she has repented. Some girl that she did not like
we be Jew or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have béed a birthday. She took one of these tin pans, like a fruit cake pan,
all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one membegnd she decorated it as a cake and gave it to the girl on her birthday.
but many. Imagine the surprise when the girl jams her knife into the tin. She
“If the foot shall say, Because | am not the hand, | am not of theas kind of upset that that happened to her.
body; is it therefore not of the body? And if the ear shall say, Let's look at our lives as our propensities to baking. Deceit is
Because | am not the eye, | am not of the body; is it therefore not obviously going to be uncovered very rapidly. It is not going to take
the body? very long for people to figure out that what is on our surface is not
“If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If thehat is on the inside of us. That's the cake. Other people are
whole were hearing, where were the smelling? But now hath Gqatepared who have measured out perfectly and are very meticulous
set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleasdzbut their spiritual preparation. That also comes out on the outside
him.” of them. And those people who may guess at it - | am not sure that
Ron and Di Smith sang a medley of the hymns “All to Jesus haphazard. We all come out the same -right?. Maybe they have
I surrender” and “Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated, Lord tdhat gift that they can do it that way. As | read in the scripture, there

Thee,” and Ed resumed his presentation. are different gifts for different people, and everyone experiences
It's always tough for me to speak in front of people. | was sthose different gifts.
shy in High School that | absolutely refused to do the things they Good Gifts Require Preparation

said | had to do. It's also not easy for me to come and talk to the My question is, what gift do we bring? In our preparation at
choir, you might say. | know that some of you have a lot moréome and our preparation here, what do we do? Things don'’t just
experience, been a lot more places, and according to testimommgappen. | can’t play the piano. That is not one of my gifts. So if you
seem to have a lot more spiritual insight and spiritual wisdom thgplay the piano, you have taken lessons and practiced at that gift -
[, but it is my job to stand here today, and | choose to do that. It igght? There has been some preparation.
not that | am refraining from doing it or anything like that. It's just Now, spiritual gifts also require some sort of preparation.
sometimes you wonder if you have something unique to say. Whdthether itis study, whether itis fasting, whether it is prayer. Maybe
| have to say this morning | thought was kind of unique until | wasve are good conversationalists. Have we studied that? Have we
getting out of the car this morning and | heard some lady on thread the books? History tells me that church leaders in the past,
radio say almost the very same thing that | am going to say - at ledsiseph Smith, for example, got hold of all kinds of good books. We
the start of it. are supposed to read books and study good books in relation to our
Pot Luck Creates a Feast mission in the church - to better prepare ourselves for our ministry.

As | start my sermon here, | want you to know | am not confusedt takes preparation.
| know this is not the first Sunday of the month, and | know we are | am working down in Savannah. It's not a real good place to
not having a pot luck afterwards, but | am going to talk about a p@tork, but they are trying to get a computer system in there. Most of
luck a little bit. people are not qualified - have no clue. They get some of their

In a pot luck, everybody brings something - right? You bringemployees from prison release. Some are volunteers. They are not
the meat and you bring the potatoes and you bring the corn and soreally interested in participating, so we who are trying to make it a
people bring brownies. Some people bring cookies. Me, | am notmofessional place try to do the right thing, Those who do not know
cook, | would probably go to the store and buy some milk owhat is going on are not helping. They are a detriment to the effort.
something like that. You can liken the gifts that we bring to a pdtVe can liken that to our church life, all phases of our life. If we are
luck - everybody brings their stuff to the dinner and we have a feastere and our gifts that we have brought are not well thought out, not
If we look around us and look at our empty chairs - suppose theweell prepared, how much, maybe, of a detriment am I, for instance,
were enough people there filling those chairs that were also brintp the cause of Christ? Could we be further? We are supposed to be
ing something to the feast. How much more would our pot lucks besf one heart and one mind - correct? If my mind is not concentrated
We have enough food the way it is anyway, but consider when alpon Christ and His mission, and if | am not prepared, where am |?
the other people who are not here would be bringing something. I'dam | a detriment to the cause? Am | being a bad witness to those
not talking necessarily about members of the church. | am talkingeople with whom | live in the everyday world?
about people who need to hear about Christ - who should be here - No matter what you do, somebody is going to be watching you.
who need salvation - who need Christ in their lives to change thefdo matter where you go, either somebody you know is going to be
| am not a cook, and some of this stuff | have just heard, so dortiere or somebody who knows somebody you know. If you go some
think | am talking out of experience. | have heard that when peopf@ace and you think, | can slip by here and | really don’t have to
cook, first of all there is the kind that measure everything outvitness. | can kind of slip by. You know, they gave me too much
Everything is exact! | mean, if there is one grain of sugar above tlelange at the store, but that's okay. Nobody noticed. | can slip by.
level line on a quarter cup, it gets flicked off! There is that exadBut somebody is watching. There is always somebody who is
kind of cooking. watching you.

Now there are some people who cook by sight. Well, thatlooks | probably have shared this one story with you about a girl
like a quarter cup - that looks like a teaspoon. Some people can gaimed Rosemary. When | first went down to Warrensburg, | met



her in the book line. At Central Missouri they rented the books to  Thiswas in discussion when none of Mosiah’s sons would take
you, so you went and stood in line to pick them up. | invited her tapon him the kingship. Mosiah is telling them, “Look, we can
Liahona, at the time, I'm not sure what they call the Restoratioappoint you a king, but suppose you get a bad egg. Suppose we
group now. She saw the people at Liahona and says of one of gygpoint a bad egg in the king’s slot. How much trouble - how much
girls, “I noticed her in the class, and | knew there was somethinigiquity that one person might cause! The people were eventually
different about her. I knew there was something different about hezpnvinced that, “Yes, we really don’t want that kind of problem on
and now | know why.” There were two or three members of thes”. And they made a commitment that they would accept the
Liahona that she had seen in class that she knew something abbutden that every man might bear his own part. And they also made
She knew there was something different about them in the claasother commitment which said, “Every man expressed a willing-
before she ever knew that it was because of Christ in their livesess to answer for his own sins”.
Once she saw them at worship with Christ, then she knew what the When we come to this point today, it seems to be especially in
difference was. the youth, the attitude is, “You made me do that!” Or, “The situation
With these gifts, | also have to say there are no slackers in Ziodemanded that | had to do that. Something outside of me is the cause
One of the things when satan came to God, he said, “I'm going tdf my sins - the cause of my problems. If | can’t get along at school,
save all of these people!” If he had come and that was his choreitis them. It's always something else or somebody else that causes
could take away our agency, but did you ever think that some of nsy problems.”
might really enjoy that? If he is going to do it for everybody, then We here must accept the burden and do our part. We have got
what do | have to do myself? What do | have to do? | don't have to fill these seats. We have got to bring our gifts to the feast. We
do anything! have got to bear our own sins, and say, “Lord, forgive me. | am
Satan would take away our agency. Not that he took a hammsorry. | shouldn’t have been doing this.” We have to recognize - we
and was going to force you to be members of the church. He jusave to be truthful with ourselves.
says, “l am going to do this, and everybody is going to do it, and If there is any one thing that | can see in today’s young people
everybody is going to be saved!”! That might not be exactly whan particular, it is that today's young people are not truthful with
| want to say, but you kind of get the idea that we need to participatieemselves. They make statements of their beliefs that they know
in our salvation. are not true, but they will say that itis true anyway. Let’s not be that
What Example Am | Setting? way. Let’s be truthful with ourselves. We really don’t have too
| have heard it expressed by several people. In the Book afany excuses for what we do. We can’t blame somebody else.
Mormon in particular it talks about Alma and the Sons of Mosiahl,et's bear our own sins, and let’s repent of those sins and give them
how they hurt the progress of the church by the examples that thiyChrist, and having repented, do them no more.
set. | am wondering if | am going to sit back and if | am goingto be  The sum of the feast is greater than all the parts. If Ron and Di
passive about my God and my Christ, what kind of example amand Mildred plus me plus Gerry, plus Pat - that's six, really equals
setting? Further back than that, if | am going to say, “A little of thigprobably ten. It's a mathematical problem which we are bearing
and a little of that won’t hurt”, my example is even worse. And hovhere. It is kind of along the lines of a perpetual motion machine.
in the world can | ever attract anybody to Christ and to the churdBverybody knows that doesn’t exist. Right? But | can guarantee
if | am not living up to what | tell them. “Oh, the church is great.you that when we put all of our gifts together, the sum of our parts
Christ is great. He’s our only way to salvation.” How in the worldis going to be greater than each individual. The whole is greater than
am | going to convince that person of that if | cheat somebody @um of the parts. Hopefully we understand that when we come
backbite them or tell lies about them or whatever else | can figutegether,
in my own heart that is what should be done? | really can't. | can't | remember going to a camp at Nauvoo when | was fairly
attract anybody to church. | can’t even tell then about it and haweung. When we lit one match, the light was not very bright. When
them not smile behind my face and say, “We know”. you put two matches together it is brighter, isn't it? Then you start
| have another scripture to read to you. This is from Mosiala fire and you have a few leaves and put on a piece of wood, and it
13:49-55. King Mosiah had been telling his people of the burderis brighter. And the more you add, the brighter it gets. And that's
of being a king on whom they placed responsibility for their owrthe sum of our parts. The Kingdom is what we are looking for. Let's
failures. “And he told them that these things ought not to be; but theb everything possible. Let's prepare ourselves. Let's look at
the burden should come upon all the people, that every man mighirselves and repent of those things that stand between us and
bear his part. And he also unfolded unto them all the disadvantag@hrist. Let us be diligent in preparation.
they labored under, by having an unrighteous king to rule over them; Afterglow
Yea, all his iniquities and abominations, and all the wars, anilhe congregation sang, “God Be With You ‘Til we meet again”
contentions, and bloodshed, and the stealing, and the plunderimgd Robert Rolfe, in his benedictory prayer, asked for the presence
and the committing of whoredoms, and all manner of iniquitiespf our Heavenly Father, as we had just sung, in every life so that
which can not be enumerated, Telling them that these things oughhen we are tempted to do those things that we know are not right
not to be; that they were expressly repugnant to the commandmetitat we will allow Him to be with us. And when we are called upon
of God. to do things that we know that we should be doing but are reluctant
“And now it came to pass, after King Mosiah had sent thesthat, “Your spirit would be with us and your presence also. We ask
things forth among the people, they were convinced of the truth ér your rich blessing on us and the power of your spirit to go with
his words. Therefore they relinquished their desires for a king, and this week. In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.”
became exceedingly anxious that every man should have an equal
chance throughout all the land; Yea, and every man expressed a

willingness to answer for his own sins.”
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WOI'dS Of Llfe and Death Spea|1|:1.ad an Uncle George who had a drinking problem. He also

Just prior to receiving the vocal ministry of Kathy Myers had a bad speech impediment. You mightthink that being under the

singing, “Just A Closer Walk With Thee”, High Priest Robert Rohceirp‘luence of alcohol and having a speech impeFJiment would cause
introduced his message by giving the setting of his scripture. big problems. But, Uncle George could recite tongue twisters

Jesus had been accused of doing many mighty miracles by thhOUt stuttering. Let's try one this morning.

power of Satan. Like many people today, they could not admit that
all of the good things he was doing were of God, or they WOU|Eetty Botte_r bought sor,ne putter
defeat their own position of being “theologically and politically ut shg §a|d the butter's bitter,
correct”. After being charged with obtaining his power from theIf I F_)Ut itin my batter .
adversary, Jesus spoke only in parables while in public. ThI will make my batter bitter,
Scripture Reading this morning is part of His reply to accusatio .L.'t a bit of better butter

“Either make the tree good and his fruit good; or else make ﬂ;?'" make my batter better,
corrupt, and his fruit corrupt; for the tree is known by the fruit. An 0 she bought some better butter
Jesus said, O ye generation of vipers! how can ye, being evil, sp%&tter than the. bitter butter
good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mo d she putitin her battgr
speaketh. A good man, out of the good treasure of the hezA’,]Ci her batter was not bitter,
bringeth forth good things; and an evil man out of the evil treasuuvé0 twas bgtter Betty Botter
of the heart bringeth forth evil things. And again | say unto you, ought a bit of better butter.
That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give an

account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt It you can cgntrol yo.ur.tongue, you wil be, e}ble to say this
be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.” tongue-twister without missing a word. Wouldn't it be great if we
(Matthew 172:28-32) could control our tongues in all of our speech. But most of us

When we listen to someone who speaks very well, we usual nnckJF! Thde Ermmple IS':I V\r/f pmd_lrjﬁe Sfmdeth;rg gvery t'f,?:e we
give more credence to what they are saying. Unfortunatel ,pea 900 things or evil things. The Word o 200 says, “orin
many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same

speaking well, does not mean necessarily mean the person, i )
truthful or sincere. Samuel went to Jesse’s house to anoint a kil perfectman, and able also to bridle the whole body. (James 3:2)

over Israel. He looked at Eliab. Surely, this man is the one. He‘? mes says we can not only can control our bodies, (if we can

the oldest son, he is good looking, tall and strong. But God said i:gntrol our tongue), but we become a perfectman. James, under the

Samuel, “look not on his countenance or on the height of his statut!@fluence of the Holy Spiritsays we need to control our tongue. But,

because | have refused him; for the Lord seeth not as man seeth;I oF ;/]vhat i.s in.l?ur heart that guafrds our torr:gue. I somdething Is in

man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on A" eart, twill soon come out of our mouth. Every wor produces'

heart.” (I Sam. 16:7) We look at the outside, God looks at the hea?‘t‘.)met.hmg' Every word is a seed, and each segd produces after Its
| hope everyone has come this morning to worship. wawn kind. When we speak words of unhappiness, complaints,

worship with our mouths; we pray, sing, we recite. But worship iSc,trlfe, hate, etc. we somehow don’t expect these words to produce

really an act of the heart. Worshipis an attitude. Worship is achoi@@ything’ BUT they do-They bring forth their own fruit. Can we

we make. We choose to worship God. expect anything else? . .
The Lord tells us in Matthew 15:7-9 that we can worship with Paul says that Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word

our lips, but not our hearts. We can move our lips and sing a Hym?lf God. (Roman; 10:1.6) In_that SEnse thgn,.whatever you hear,
hatever you are listening to, is producing faith in you, good or bad.

but our hearts are not involved in any way. We can pray with o , g
lips, recite with our lips, but our hearts are not involved. If this ilﬁyou hear that Wendy’s makes the best burgers and fries, over and

our circumstance, we need to repent over, you not only want the burger and fries, but you believe they

We need to always remember that God looks at our hear re the best. Why? What you believe has its foundation in what you

When we worship (and at other times) we need to permit God egrd. What you (_:ontir_lue o hegr is_ m.ost likely what you wil
workin our hearts! | wonder, whatis coming from our hearts toda _eheve. Mass media thrives on this principle. Repeat the message

The Word of God says, “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is h verFap(:] OVer. by heari | g d. but heari
(Proverbs 23:7) What we think, in our hearts, is what will eventu- ait comes by hearing n_oton y God's Word, buthearing your
ally come out of our mouths. own words. This is why it is important to protect and guard your

garing. When you protect your hearing you are protecting your

The Scripture lesson this morning said we each bring treasu Y
out of our hearts WHAT kind of treasure are we getting from ou eart. For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh
Whatever you put in your heart, will eventually come out of

hearts? Itis really very simple. Jesus says, you can't get good fruit

froman eviltree. Jesus says, out of the goodness of the heart, co 2y mouth. If you put good things in your heart, the promise of

: : : : ; ) God’s word is that it will also produce fruit after its kind.
ood things. If your heart is evil, good things simply won’t come )
g d y g g i “So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth; it shall

out of it. My mother would say you “can’t get a silk purse from a . . : .
sow's ear” y vy ¢ P not return unto me void; but it shall accomplish that which | please,

Our words produce something everything we speak. What Psnd_'lthha" prosper in ;he tr\]/'\?hg whereto | sentri]t." ﬂsaiir ?5211)
produced? Do you believe that something is produced every time esame s true of us ataman sows, that he will also reap.

you speak? It doesn’t matter whether you control your tongue (?rrothers and tsrllsters,dlt?t us keep a gogd flow of Goq,i vx;}or?acolml_ng
not, something is produced from your words; every word yourom our mouths, and into our ears. Can we say with the Psalmist,

‘surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life”.
5



Can we keep saying this and not believe it? Surely not! If we say For the next 30 days, | challenge you to try the power of

it (and believe it), we can expect to harvest a blessing of the goatianging your life by changing your Words. Use the tongue only

things God has promised. God’'s Word always works. It never failsh blessing God and each other, in creating good fruit, in revealing
Are you happy this morning with the course of your life? If not,God to yourselves and others, in planting good seed, in short,

how do we do change that course? When | was a young margreating God’s kingdom here on earth. Test God’s Word to see if

learned that if you tied a rope around the neck of a cow or a horseur words also have the power of life and death. | pray that we will

they could easily (and they did) drag me behind them. However, &l choose to speak---life!

you put a knot in the rope in the right spot by their nose, | could

easily turn the 1600 pound animal and make it do what | wanted,

Another uncle | had used a small piece of wood to turn his Ships;G Od H aS a Plan FOr YOU

ships that were driven by V-8 engines. The brother of our Lord tells

us why! with which to introduce his sermon February 25, 2007. “Wherewith

"Behold, we put bits in the horses” mouth, that they may Obe)éhall | come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high God?

us, and we turn about their whole body. .Behold'also th.e Ship§;hall | come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year
which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, ygf

. . d? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten
are they tgrned about with a very small helm, withersoever tht‘ta‘\ousands of rivers of oil? shall | give my first-born for my
governor listeth. (Qames 3:3) . . transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?

The words coming out of our mouth are like the bitin a horses.He hath showed thee, O man, what s good; and what doth the Lord
mouth, or the rudder of a great ship. Our lives go wherever ' ' '

) : )
f th I I Ik
words take them. Let me ask you this morning, how muc éuqnl:gg 8vitth ?@ gl:)tdtg, dojustly, and to love mercy, and to wa

horsepower does your tongue have? Don't we still measure the Psalm 8:1-9 opened the actual discourse. “O Lord our Lord
? Sl . : )

power of our cars tzy the power:)f a horse. For myself, my tong%%w excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory

must have a lot of “horsepower”, as it surely has the power to taléebove the heavens

cont;_c:}l otf the coulrsehof Tﬁ/ life. flife and death. Thev that | “Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained

. € tongue aiso nas the power otiiie and deain. 1heyta o\é?rength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the

it shall eat the fruit thereof. (Proverbs 18:21) Jesus said we C@ﬂemy and the avenger

curse with it or bless with it. (But not both at the same time.) He y

d the simile of a fountain. C i d wat d “When | consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the
use € simile of a Tountain. .an you get good water and puff,,n and the stars, which thou hast ordained; What is man, that
water out of the same fountain?

“Stick dst break b but ds will thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?
'(f, Sandstones may bréak your bones, but words Wil NeVel, -y, hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast
hurt you”, goes the nursery rhyme. Mere words are not sufficie

. . - "Wowned him with glory and honor.
to provoke violence. (According to the civil law). But, we all know, “Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy

through experience, that “mere words” can hurt us. How many ?{ands; thou hast put all things under his feet; All sheep and oxen,
you have beep hurt by words? Words are poweTf“' and should . éa, and the beasts of the field; The fowl of the air, and the fish of
be spoken mindlessly. Our words are like steering wheels, taki He sea. and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.
our lives wherever we steer with the tongue. | asked you th|§) Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!”
”?0”“”9’ in w.hat direction is your ije going? As aman thinkethin Inthe beginning, God created, and He created for His pleasure.
his heart,, sois het In whgt direction do you want 0 go? But He did it through the works of His Son. Christ was always with
God's Word bear§ fruit. Our word; also bear fru@. About 18Q30 , and they created the heavens and the earth. Then they created
years ago Joseph S”.“”.‘ chose a new life when h.e believed a.nd a &at is on the earth and in the earth and through the earth. Then
upon what James §a|d n .1:5’ ‘.‘If a:ly man lack W|§dom, lethim a ey created man to be in their likeness and to recognize them as
of God ... but let him ask in faith..” What does this mean? to a eir Father and their God. They created you and me to bring

Micah 6:6-8 was Elder Norman Nelson’s choice of scripture

in faith! . .
. . , L pleasure to them, to worship them, and to become the kind of people
princ'::i::)llQeSsT, youmustaskin line with God’s Word and His kmgdom, he kind of souls that could live and enjoy being with them. Then

they looked down into the future and realized that and knew - well

“ SEC.OND’ you must believe God !s able to do what you asfkbefore they started they knew this - man would not always seek to
But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering; for he that wavereth i ? what they wanted him to be

like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.” (James 1: Christ to Redeem and Pattern

THIR.D’ you mgst be"e""?‘ that God V.V'” do whatyou ask, asyou So they made a plan that Christ would come and redeem and be
are keeping his Will and a(.:tm.g according to his Word. attern for all mankind to follow to be able to come back into His

But, are these three prmmple:s enough? | think so!" Jesus mgq?asence because God cannot stand the least degree of sin; and yoL
all of us a very poweriul m‘.'th: For \{erlly | say unto you, that nd | are just not capable of bring that good, are we? So Christ and
whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and E&)d made the plan that HE would come and redeem all mankind

tho.u cast into the S8, and | shall not d°“t_’t in his heart, but Shﬁ d make it possible for them to come into the presence of God by
believe that those things shall come to pass; he shall have Whatso(v:%rrist coming, living the perfect life and showing us how to live.

he saith fulfilled. Therefore | say unto you, Whatsover things Y&hen satan came and said, “That's not a good plan. I'l come and

desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive, and ye shall ha; Th th h Th illiust h
whatsover ye ask.” Mark 11:25-26 Do you believe this scripturé(gve everybody. They won't have a chance. They will just have to

. : X ) erve You and be what we want them to be. Since | am going to do
this morning? Have you spoken powerful words like this? Word gomng

. . . : ﬁ, | want the glory!
like this contain the power of life and death. And Christ said, “No! Man has to have a choice!” “You have



to make decisions. | can’t have robots. That wouldn’t be My plaeach other and God and worship Him daily together. This is why
at all. I want souls who choose to come and follow Me and be Mgion comes. We still hope for that condition to exist among us.
children.” You know, we have sometimes thought that ought to be here now.
From that time forth, satan began to tell lies. He tells us thodgut this happens in God’s own time. He is the one who causes it to
things we are supposed to do aren’t really important. What we fekappen, and it is up to us to recognize His presence - recognize the
in our emotions - in our physical being is all there is. There is nthings He is trying to do and to worship Him daily if we are to cause
God. There is no satan. There is just you and what you feel likbis to happen. Butitisin God’s time, in His way and not justin ours.
doing! If you don’t worship God, so what? But God created you t&When we think that we are going to do it ourselves - we were reading
be His and to be able to return to Him the kind of being that wilfrom Jeremiah this morning, weren’t we? Jeremiah 17:5-9 tells us
enjoy His presence. what happens when we try to do it alone in contrast to what God
So, if | choose to do the things that satisfy my physical beingishes for us. “Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth
only and don’t choose to worship God, to give Him the praise tham man, and maketh flesh his arm; and the man whose heart
belongs to Him - to give to Him the worship - to give to Him the kinddeparteth from the Lord. For he shall be like the heath in the desert,
of being that we need to be, then we become God’s enemy aadd shall not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched
worship satan in our individual selves and we have all the chaos th@aces in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.
we have in our world today. “Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope
Now, God made a plan, and He said, “In that plan you choogke Lord is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that
to worship Me. You choose to recognize your finite self. Youspreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat
choose to repent of those things that separate you from me - to askneth, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the
forgiveness and to recognize Jesus Christ as the one who is ablgear of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.
save you from yourself, from satan, from the being that being you “The heartis deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked;
tend to be if you don’t choose to worship Me, God.” And he saidijho can know it?”
“If you come and ask forgiveness, be baptized in My name, and Our Search For a City
choose to worship Me continually so | can teach you whatyouneed Remember the statement of Abraham. He constantly sought
to know. If you choose to do your things your way only, and don’for a city whose maker was God. That's why he was chosen and why
come to Me for the knowledge, for the worship, for the kind ohis people were chosen to bring about this condition. We become
things you need to know to be My child, you just can’t do it thabrothers and sister with them if we choose to worship God only,
way!” You have to try. You have to have the choice. You have talways - not once in awhile, but always. “He hath showed thee, O
make the choice to worship God daily. And when you makenan, whatis good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do
mistakes, and you will, recognize Jesus Christ as your Savior. Agkstly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?”
His forgiveness and ask Him to help you come back to where you
belong.
This is not a pattern that is developed in our church today. This
is the pattern that Adam was taught in the very beginning. Aftgr
Adam and Eve made their mistake, then Cain was the first one that
we have a record of - (Cain was not the first son of Adam and Eve.
They had many children before Cain and Able) , but cain chose fto
make a sacrifice according to satan’s request. Able made a sacrifjce
according to God’s request. So satan put it into the heart of Cain|to
want the things that Able had. So he killed him and took them. Isn(t
that something that still exists in our world? People are still
destroying each other for things they don’t need but they want juist
to have power over other people. And the only power they cgn
recognize and come into the presence of God is the power of Jegus

Come and invite your friends!

Concertby

Center Place Restoration School

Choirs
Directed by Dr. Nathan Smith

Christ to save us from our sins. Cheville Chapel
We have the story of Enoch whom God called, and he preachgd Graceland University

and prophesied and brought a bunch of people together and they had Lamoni. Iowa

a condition which they called Zion because there were no rich and °

no poor among them. They loved each other. They all worshipgd Sunday, March 18

God together. And when they had reached a condition where all jof 3 p.m.

those people were worshipping God and doing the kind of thing th
God wanted them to do to become the people He wanted them to
He took them to Himself. And we think that those people are sti
in the presence of God. Our goal, our aim is to become people li
them who love each other enough to love God enough to worsh
daily, to help each other in any way we can, not just to have thing
although that's a temptation, isn't it? Let's just give everybody
what they need and we will have Zion. Not so! That's part of it, bu
the part of that is merely, since we love each other enough, we w

At
be,
I The choirs will also be singing at the church

?s service at the Church of Jesus Christ,

s, Mount Ayr Restoration Branch
Sunday, March 18

Pot Luck Dinner Following the Service

—

see toitthat everybody has whatthey need. Butit's because we Iq

ve
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News and Notes
Fasting Weekend Postponed

The fasting weekend scheduled for February 16-18 was post-
poned because of deaths in families of the congregation.

Jan Jordison’s mother, Sister Avis White, died February 13,
just 20 days after her one hundredth birthday. Her funeral was held
at Carson-Speaks Funeral Home near the Auditorium in Indepen-
dence, Missouri Saturday, February 17.

Paul Loving, Valle Smith’s father, died Saturday, February 17
after a long illness with cancer and strokes. His funeral was held at
the Stone Church in Independence, Mo. on Saturday, February 24.

Ricky Leonard’s mother, Rose Mary Leonard, died February
19 of heart disease. Before her death she had a vision of Jesus
welcoming her. Her funeral was Wednesday, February 21, at the
Methodist Church in Clearfield.

The fasting weekend will be held March 23-25.

Moonlight Club Entertains

Through the efforts of Michael Jordison, Cheryl Phipps and
their associates, the Moonlight Club was established in the home of
Ron and Di Smith for the congregation to enjoy. The club was a
feature of the progressive dinner planned as a celebration of
Valentines Day.

Our evening began at the home of Pat and Gerry Bolingbroke
where we enjoyed hors d'oeuvres. From there we crossed the road
to Ron and Di Smith’'s home where we ate our main course and
watched while people bearing the names of well known performers
of an earlier day sang and joked and otherwise entertained us from
a stage equipped with professional lighting and sound. Leaving “the
Club”, we gathered at the home of Cathy and Norman Nelson for
dessert.

Forty Days of Preparation Outlined

The Spiritual Preparation Committee has prepared another
suggested list of scriptures for daily reading during the forty days
that precede the Spring Conferences of the Restoration Elders and
the Restoration Branches the first week in April. The readings are
to be accompanied by fasting and daily prayer for the Lord’'s
presence in those Conferences that we may be united as one as our
Savior has told us we must become to be His people. The theme of
the preparation is “One Fold, One Shepherd”, related to John 10:1-
18.

The Spiritual Preparation Committee was formed at the re-
quest of the Restoration Patriarchs and consists of High Priests of
whom our own Robert Rolfe is one. High Priest Paul Gage prepared
this list. Copies of the list may be obtained at the church, at
www.conferenceofbranches.org, or will be sent on request to any
one interested in participating. Call 641-784-7659.

St. Patrick's Day Family Night
Friday, March 17
5:30 p.m.
Ron and Di Smith Home in Lamoni
Movie and Light Dinner
See the News and Notes for details







CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
Mount Ayr Restoration Branch
607 E. Madison St.

Mount Ayr, |IA 50854

News and Notes

Branch business meeting Conference of Branches begins after lunch that day. There will be
A short business meeting of the Mount Ayr branch will be heldn Easter service with the Waldo Congregation on April 8.
Sunday, March 11, following the preaching service to elect del- Details of the conference and materials that may be helpful to

egates to the Conference of Restoration Branches and look o¥BPse ~ who  participate may be found at
proposed legislation. www.conferenceofbranches.org. Delegates from the Mount Ayr

congregation will be chosen at a business session to be announced.

Spring Gathering Attended CPRS Choir to Minister

Robert Rolfe, the Galusha family and Mildred Smith attended ~ March 17-18 the congregation will host some 30 members of
the Spring Gathering at Colburn road Restoration branch on Febiifie Center Place Restoration School's Concert choir and their
ary 23-24. The Friday evening sermon, preached by Bishop c&firector, Dr. Nathan Smith.
Cedarstrom, was a powerful spiritual plea for the Restoration OnSaturday evening the choir will attend the concert of “Three
branches to become “one” as the Lord requires if satan is to Béen and a Tenor” at Graceland University. They will be housed at
overcome and the Lord’s purpose in His church fulfilled. Brothefomes of the Mount Ayr congregation in Lamoni and will minister
Cedarstrom’s analogy of Admiral Lord Nelson of the Englishinthe morning services atMount Ayron Sunday. The congregation
navy’s charge to his officers as they faced Napoleon Bonaparted!l share a pot luck dinner with them after the services.
navy to remember “Yonder is the enemy!" W|” not soon be The ChOir will then proceed to Graceland UniVerSity Where
forgotten by those who heard. they will give a concert at the Cheville Chapel at 3 p.m.

The Succession Committee’s report was reviewed and dis-
cussed. The19-page document is available at the above web site orSt. Patrick's Day Movie Night Planned
from one of us. Pending resolutions were reviewed and suggestions A st. patrick's Day movie night will be held Saturday, March

were heard by the officers to consolidate similar ones and eliminaig, at 5:30 p.m. for a light supper and watching the moving "Facing
those already cared for in previous legislation. the Giants."

The Spring Conference of branches is to be held the firstweek  Those who come are asked to bring an appetizer or dessert.
of April in conjunction with the Elders Conference. Both confer-sjoppy Joe sandwiches will be provided. Since it is St. Patrick's

ences will convene at the Center Place Restoration School/ Wal%y, p|ease try to bring an appetizer or desserts that are green or
Branch building opening with a Sacrament Service at 10 a.m. Aptiartially green.

1. The Conference of Elders ends at noon April 4 and the

10



