Church of Jesus Christ

Mount Ayr Restoration Branch

NEWSLETTER

2320 Stae nghway 2,sMount Ayr, 1A 50854
Ed Anderson Pastof*

News &\ Notes

[EamoniylA

Branch retreat set
The branch will have a retreat the
last weekend of January at FarWesta

camp grounds near Stewartsville, MO, istration fee. Rodney Bastow .........cccccouuune. Page 5

with the theme “Drawing Closer.” “We Are Called To the Fullness of
We will gather as soon as we can on Holiday activities Christianity”

Friday night, Jan. 28. Everyone is invit- Special Christmas activ.iti’es are | Joel LOVING....ooeeerreereessreeee Page 9

ed to bring a sqagk for the evening. Planned for the season of Christ’s birth | w0 2 the Line To See ot
Saturday will include several classes in the Mount Ayr Branch. Tonv Crandell Pase 13

and other activities. Rich Rupe and Ron The branch has the opportunity to | =00 ~TaRAGE s age

Smith will be teaching the classes. help make Christmas brighter for fami- | RetreatP lanned........ccco...... Page 16
We will have a worship service Sun- lies in the area, and helped with food | January Schedule................ Page 17

day morning and camp will break by

noon.
We hope as many people as possible
will come to the retreat. There is no reg-

Continued on back page

WWW. gospelrelstored org
S Phonel641 22350480,

ATEE S

P

by
'.","_'I-| |

A

What’s inside?

News and Notes.........cccoucne. Page 1
“Jesus Loves Me”
Sherman Phipps......cccoceunee Page 2

“Having Your Own Prayer War
Room”




JANUARY 2016

ZPX _CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST - MOUNT AYR RESTORATION BRANCH

L

JESUS LOVES ME

High Priest
Sherman Phipps

Lamoni, Iowa

December 6, 2015

Brother Michael Jordison shared:
Good morning, brothers and sisters. I
greet you in the name of our Savior, Je-
sus Christ. It's good to see each one of
you here, to be able to participate in the
Lord’s Supper together.

As a Call to Worship Brother Jordi-
son read from Romans 16:25-27. Now
to him that is of power to stablish you
according to the gospel, and the preach-
ing of Jesus Christ, according to the rev-
elation of the mystery, which was kept
secret since the world began, But now
is made manifest, and by the scriptures
of the prophets, according to the com-
mandment of the everlasting God, made
known to all nations for the obedience of
faith; To God only wise, be glory through
Jesus Christ forever. Amen.

Third Nephi 8:28-41 was read in
preparation for the taking of the Lord’s
supper. And it came to pass that Je-
sus commanded his disciples that they
should bring forth some bread and wine
unto him. And while they were gone for
bread and wine, he commanded the mul-
titude that they should sit themselves
down upon the earth. And when the dis-
ciples had come with bread and wine, he
took of the bread, and break and blessed
it; and he gave unto the disciples, and
commanded that they should eat. And
when they had eaten, and were filled, he
commanded that they should give unto
the multitude. And when the multitude
had eaten and were filled, he said unto
the disciples, Behold, there shall one be
ordained among you, and to him will I
give power that he shall break bread, and
bless it, and give it unto the people of my
church, unto all those who shall believe
and be baptized in my name. And this
shall ye always observe to do, even as I
have done, even as I have broken bread,
and blessed it, and gave it unto you. And

this shall ye do in remembrance of my
body, which I have shewn unto you. And
it shall be a testimony unto the Father,
that ye do always remember me. And if
ye do always remember me, ye shall have
my Spirit to be with you. And it came to
pass that when he had said these words,
he commanded his disciples that they
should take of the wine of the cup, and
drink of it, and that they should also give
unto the multitude, that they might drink
of it. And it came to pass that they did
so, and did drink of it, and were filled;
and they gave unto the multitude, and
they did drink, and they were filled. And
when the disciples had done this, Jesus
said unto them, Blessed are ye for this
thing which ye have done, for this is ful-
filling my commandments, and this doth
witness unto the Father that ye are will-
ing to do that which I have commanded
you. And this shall ye always do unto
those who repent and are baptized in my
name; and ye shall do it in remembrance
of my blood, which I have shed for you,
that ye may witness unto the Father that
ye do always remember me. And if ye do
always remember me, ye shall have my
Spirit to be with you.

I want to say good morning to you
again. I am truly glad to see every one
of you here this morning. It’s a privilege
for me to be up front with these men.
We have three of the Andersons which I
think is pretty neat. I was sitting up here
thinking about that, thinking about my
life and how I happened to be here this
morning instead of somewhere else.
God must love me very much to have
brought me here with all of you instead
of some of the places the world would
have led me to. I don’t mean to exclude
the others up front with me. I am really
grateful to be associated with all of you
people.

Sitting here I wish there was some
way for me, not for myself, but on behalf
of your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, to
just take and hold each one of you in His
arms, not mine, but in His. I thought
of how He has told us in the scriptures

that He stands before us with His arms
wide open inviting us to come to Him
and to let Him take upon Him all of our
problems, all of our infirmities, all of
our sins. He’s asked us to come and let
Him do that for us. We have the right to
choose whether we will come or not.

We have come this morning, and
most of us probably participated in the
taking of these emblems. In doing that
we have said “Yes, we will come to you,
Lord, and let you take all of our burdens
and rejoice in your forgiveness. That’s
really the only thing I wanted to say this
morning. I somehow wanted to encour-
age you this morning to consider what
you have done in partaking of these em-
blems and how you have said to God,
to His Son Jesus and to your brothers
and sisters, ‘Yes, I will take upon me the
name of Jesus Christ. I hope that you
will consider what that means.

As I thought about this morning I
calculated, because of my age, how of-
ten I've probably come before the Lord
in this service and said to Him ‘Yes, I
will take upon me your name’ Meaning
that “Yes, I will obey your command-
ments and I will be what you want me
to be’ I've probably done that some-
where around 800 times. Some of you
are younger than I am and one or two
are older so that the number for each of
you would be different. When I come
here this morning and say, ‘Yes, Jesus, I
really do want to repent of my sins and
my weaknesses and my failings. I want
to turn those things over to you and be-
come a new person today. I want to be
cleansed, take upon me your name and
promise you again that I will serve you
and be your son, that I will obey your
commandments’

I wonder what He thinks. He must
think,'Do you know how many times
you've been in this service and done
that? Eight hundred times and what
have you done with it’

The good part of this is that He
still stands every day before us with
His arms wide open. He doesn’t count,
I don't think, and though it might be
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a dozen times or 800 times or a 1,000
times if I come back to Him really and
truly humble with a sincere desire and
intent to serve Him, He'll take me back.
He'll take each one of you back.

I hope you can go from here this
morning understanding that and feel-
ing Him calling you and saying, ‘Please,
let me take your burdens. Let me lift you
up and make you whole and bring you
back to your Heavenly Father whole’
Now I admit the scriptures say that He
will not always work with us but I don't
think that’s a matter of how many times
we partake of this communion and then
stumble and then come back. As long
as we come back with real true intent of
heart, He will take us back.

I thought of a story, that might be
a silly story, of a time when I had an
old car. Cheryl and I were living in
Des Moines and I needed to put a dif-
ferent motor in our car but I was going
to school full-time and working and I
wasn’t sure when I would get that done
or how. One night I decided that to-
night was the night to put that engine
in that car. I had to take one out of the
car we were trying to drive and one out
of another car and switch them. As
soon as we were done eating I went out
and started working. I don’t know why
I had it in my mind that I could get this
done and get in to bed by midnight or
so.

I don’t know if any of you have ever
done a project like that but if you have
you know that I was fantasizing when I
thought I could get it done that quickly.
I just remember lying underneath the
car and being at the point where I was
trying to put things back together. Af-
ter a while I realized that I had no idea
how long I had been out there but that it
must be really late. I remember think-
ing that Cheryl was probably mad at
me because I never came back into the
house. There might be a lesson in that
for us to. It’s up to us whether we go
back to the Lord or not. We need to do
that before He gets frustrated enough
He won't let us back in.

After a while as I was in the process
of putting the final things back together
on the one I wanted to drive, I heard
something that really got my attention.

We lived in town where I had never
heard this before but apparently it hap-
pened every day. I just wasn’t out there
to hear it. I heard somebody’s rooster
crow. I thought, ‘Oh no, I wonder what
time it is. I've definitely run out of time’

Well, given the day and age we
live in and everything that’s going on
around us I want to suggest to you that
maybe we should be listening because
I think “the rooster’s crowed” I think
were running out of time in terms of
our ability to say to the Lord, ‘Yes, I will
take your name upon me. I will take the
name of your Son upon me and I WILL
live my life according to your words and
your commandments. He may need to
move on and quit waiting on us to make
good on our word.

It may sound to you like I'm saying
two different things because on the
one hand I'm saying He’s always willing
to take us back but on the other hand
time is running out in terms of His plan
for His creation. He cannot allow us,
in this nation at least, to continue the
way weTre going without interceding.
I heard some of this in our adult class
this morning. I heard somebody talk
about the scriptures that say He'll use
the wicked to destroy the wicked and
that’s what is going on. To me it seems
really really important this morning to
understand that we will not always have
the opportunity as we've had here this
morning to come and partake of these
emblems and say to the Lord, “Thank
you for another opportunity. Thank you
for another chance to be renewed and
to be made whole and to serve you. At
some point we exercise our last oppor-
tunity and make an eternal choice of life
or death.

It kind of reminds me in a sense of
another story or experience. I hope this
has some meaning for you. This is an-
other old car story but with a different
car. When we were living in Des Moines
the first time after wed been married we
came home a lot on the weekends to
Creston where our families lived. One
really cold winter day we were headed
to Creston for the weekend after I had
finished school and work for the day. It
was starting to get dark since it was win-

tertime.

I think we had two children at the
time. They were in the back seat and we
were in this old car headed to Creston.
We got probably 15 or 20 miles from
Creston and it was dark by then. Sud-
denly the lights went really dim. We
had some light but not much. I knew
that either the alternator or generator
was going bad and that we were strictly
running off the battery. It wasn’t replen-
ishing itself so I turned the lights down
to park lights and turned everything
else in the car off including the fan on
the heater to try and make it to Creston
with what was left of the battery.

Maybe this doesn’t apply to any of
you here this morning but when I look
at myself somedays I feel like that’s what
I'm doing. TI've become disconnected
from the power that we all need to be
connected to that gives us life and hope
and joy and energy and the strength to
keep moving and reaching out to those
around us. I'm just kind of running on
what’s left in my battery and it’s getting
lower and lower. But when I come here
this morning I think about what Christ
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has done for us. We talked about this
and I know I've thought about it a lot of
times. Istill don't think I really have any
appreciation for what it took for Him to
give His life and to allow Himself to be
crucified. This is always an amazing
thought to me because here He is the
Creator of everything. It says that God
created all things through His Son Je-
sus. He is the Creator of everything and
gives us every breath, everything that
we have and yet He came and said that
He would be the sacrifice for us.

So we made it to Creston. Getting
to my parents on weekends like this was
sort of like coming and being renewed
even though there’s no comparison re-
ally to being renewed spiritually. We re-
ally depended on getting back to Cres-
ton to my parents and our congregation
there to be recharged and regenerated.
Those people were very meaningful to
us and we owe them a lot.

So that weekend regenerated us
but the other part of that that I thought
might be applicable this morning is that
when I got regenerated or recharged
that weekend I didn’t just go back out
and get in that car and start back home.
I replaced the alternator first.

Sometimes I think I come here and
I get kind of recharged but I don't really
reconnect with the power source like I
need to. I don't really stop and think
about what I'm doing with my life.
Where is it that I can be more obedient?
Where is it that I can be diligent and
align my life with Christ in a way that
will allow me to reflect Christ to those
around me?

Now I realize as I say this, and for
some reason I've been really sensitive
to this lately, that I am one person in a
world that presently has about 7.3 bil-
lion people in it. I'm just one grain of
sand. I think Jim said it in class this
morning. You and I, all of us, are just
like one little grain of sand but yet Christ
loved each one of us. We say the words
and they just come out as words but I
don’t want that today. I want somehow
for the Spirit to carry to you how im-
portant and how significant every one
of you is to your God and your Creator
that He would send His Son as a sacri-
fice for you.

Anyhow I've been really sensitive
to the fact that 'm just this one little
grain of sand and I wonder what right
I even have to be up here. Except if the
Lord invited me to serve Him then I'm
going to try to do that. We really need
each other. I came in here this morn-
ing earlier and was looking around at all
the different people that were here and
thought how much you mean to me and
how important your efforts are to God’s
work and how I should be supporting
you more than I do.

I noticed a pattern recently as I was
looking through some of the scriptures.
You see it with the Brother of Jared and
in several other places. You see where
over and over when certain individu-
als that we have a record of would go
to the Lord and pray to Him He would
work with them. When He worked with
them one of the things that invariably
happened, which is clear in the stories,
they begin to pray for their brothers and
sisters. 'The welfare of their brothers
and sisters becomes a very important
thing to them when they see and feel
what God feels for His creation. All of
them then turn their attention to pray-
ing for their brothers and sisters.

If T don't do anything else here this
morning I would like to try and make
that kind of commitment to you. I de-
sire to be more conscious of you every
day and to uphold you in prayer to my
Heavenly Father that you might not be
lost. That this thing that we do here to-
day might not be done unworthily but
that it might be done worthily in that
we truly go from here with an intent
to serve Him and support our brothers
and sisters in their efforts to serve.

Now I said were a little grain of
sand. I don’t know about anybody else.
We're coming up on Christmas and one
of the Christmas traditions at the Phipps
household has been to put together puz-
zles. If you've put puzzles together and
if your experience has been anything
like ours you get right down to the end
of it and there’s a piece missing. There’s
always that one piece or maybe two or
three that are missing. It’s frustrating so
we search the house looking for that one
piece so that we can finish the puzzle.

This morning even though we
might only be little grains of sand we
are a piece of the puzzle. The Lord is
not willing for any of those pieces to be
left out or missing. We, if we have par-
taken of the communion this morning,
worthily with real true intent so that we
can be one with Him and feel what He
feels, should not be satisfied if one piece
of the puzzle is missing. We should not
be willing to go home and sit down and
watch TV or whatever as long as we
know that there are pieces of the puzzle
that haven't been gathered in so that the
puzzle can be completed, the picture
that Christ saw when He looked upon
us and said, “Yes, I'm willing to give my
life, to give my body and my blood for
your people’

I hope this morning that the Spirit
will move upon you that you will feel
even though a grain of sand how impor-
tant your life and your soul is to Christ,
that you’ll understand what He has done
for you and be willing to give your lives
every day back to Him. I want to read
a scripture in closing from Mosiah 3:21.
Here’s my hope for us today individually
and as a body. These are the words of
King Benjamin. Therefore, I would that
ye should be steadfast and immovable,
always abounding in good works, that
Christ, the Lord God Omnipotent, may
seal you his, that you may be brought to
heaven, that ye may have everlasting sal-
vation and eternal life, through the wis-
dom, and power, and justice, and mercy
of him, who created all things, in heaven
and in earth, who is God above all. This
is my wish for you and my hope. We
have the opportunity to do that this
morning having been renewed and hav-
ing renewed our covenant. I hope you'll
take that very seriously.

Michael Jordison shared: Behold
I say unto you, that ye shall have hope
through the atonement of Christ and the
power of his resurrection, to be raised
unto life eternal; and this because of your
faith in him according to the promise;
Wherefore, if a man have faith, he must
needs have hope; for without faith there
can not be any hope. And again, behold I
say unto you, that he can not have faith
and hope, save he shall be meek and low-
ly of heart; if so, his faith and hope are

PAGE 4

PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST RESTORED IN LATTER DAYS |




MOUNT AYR RESTORATION BRANCH

JANUARY 2016

ZX _ CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST -

vain, for none is acceptable before God,
save the meek and lowly of heart; And if
a man be meek and lowly in heart, and
confesses by the power of the Holy Ghost,
that Jesus is the Christ, he must needs
have charity; for if he have not charity,
he is nothing; wherefore he must needs
have charity. And charity suffereth long,

and is kind, and envieth not, and is not
puffed up, seeketh not her own, is not
easily provoked, thinketh no evil, and
rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth
in the truth, beareth all things, believeth
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all
things; wherefore, my beloved brethren,
if ye have not charity, ye are nothing, for

charity never faileth. Wherefore, cleave
unto charity, which is the greatest of all,
for all things must fail; but charity is the
pure love of Christ, and it endureth for
ever; and whoso is found possessed of it
at the last day, it shall be well with them.
(Moroni 7:47-52)

HAVING YOUR OWN
R WAR ROOM

PRAYE

Priest Rodney Bastow
Mount Ayr, Iowa
December 13, 2015

My scripture this morning is taken
from 1st Corinthians 13:1-13 (NIV). If
I speak in the tongues[a] of men or of an-
gels, but do not have love, I am only a re-
sounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I
have the gift of prophecy and can fathom
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I
have a faith that can move mountains,
but do not have love, I am nothing. If I
give all I possess to the poor and give over
my body to hardship that I may boast,[b]
but do not have love, I gain nothing. Love
is patient, love is kind. It does not envy,
it does not boast, it is not proud. It does
not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking,
it is not easily angered, it keeps no record
of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil
but rejoices with the truth. It always pro-
tects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres. Love never fails. But where
there are prophecies, they will cease;
where there are tongues, they will be
stilled; where there is knowledge, it will
pass away. For we know in part and we
prophesy in part, but when complete-
ness comes, what is in part disappears.
When I was a child, I talked like a child,
I thought like a child, I reasoned like a
child. When I became a man, I put the
ways of childhood behind me. For now
we see only a reflection as in a mirror;
then we shall see face to face. Now I know
in part; then I shall know fully, even as I
am fully known. And now these three re-

main: faith, hope and love. But the great-
est of these is love.

I want to echo the sentiments about
Sue’s handiwork. When you walked
in today you knew it was Christmas.
I am thankful for this opportunity to
speak to you today. I'm really thankful
for the ideas that I have been given as I
prepared. God is really good and I pray
that His Spirit may continue to bless us
during our time here together. May we
praise His name and give Him all the
honor and glory.

It's been a busy week. Youd think
when you’re old and retired like I am
you wouldn’t have anything to do but
that doesn’t seem to be the case. It
seems like there is always something to
do and somewhere to go. The nice thing
about that is the busier you are the more
‘thank you, Jesus’ moments you have.
Isn't that true? The more that you get
into the more that He is there for you
and does for you.

A couple weeks ago presidential
candidate Mike Huckabee came to
town. Mike Huckabee used to be the
governor of Arkansas, ran for president
eight years ago and is running for presi-
dent again. He is a Republican but you
might be able to guess that after I tell
you a little bit about him. Now I'm not
campaigning for him and I'm not try-
ing to pressure anybody to vote one way
or the other. We all got invited around
Mount Ayr to go to a Meet and Greet
Mike Huckabee. I thought that would

be neat.

Have you ever shaken hands with
a president? I haven't either. Not that
he’ll be president but he could be. I've
shaken his hand and talked to him and
had my picture taken with him which
I thought was really neat. He still has
a radio talk show and I hear him every
once in a while when I'm out in the trac-
tor. I always liked what he had to say.
He seemed to be a real down-to-earth
guy and has a lot of common sense. If
there’s anything in this country we could
use right now it’s some common sense.

We decided to go to this Meet and
Greet. We weren't supporting him.
That was not the candidate of our choice
but it turned out to be a really great ex-
perience for us. He talked and told us
why he was the best candidate for the
job. He told all of the things he has
done. One thing I really liked was that
he didn’t bad mouth anybody. So much
of what we see on TV or Facebook or
the news is one candidate bashing an-
other. Huckabee didn’t do that.

Now you could kind of infer that he
wasn't really strong on some of President
Barak Obama’s policies. You got that
impression right away. You got the im-
pression that he really didn’t think that
the people that had not been involved
in government should get elected to the
Office of President. Everything he had
to say was right on in my opinion. By
the time he was done he had gained our
support.

I didn’t expect this but during his
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talk he used a lot of examples from the
Bible to explain his point. Like for ex-
ample, he used the parable of the Ten
Talents and the Five Talents and the
One Talent. I remember thinking wow
that it was something that he would use
scriptures out of the Bible.

Right now to get elected you don’t
want to take a stand. You don’t want
to come right out and say that you're
a Christian, do you? You dont want
to come right out and say that you're
against homosexuality, but in fact, Mike
Huckabee is really strongly opposed
to it. I thought it was rather refresh-
ing that he would use a lot of scriptural
references in his talk to us that day. Of
course he probably knew who he was
talking to and probably knew what we
wanted to hear. That’s just part of being
a good politician.

He was asked several questions.
One of them was what his definition of
marriage was. I don’t know if that was
a set up or whether that was canned but
they asked him, “What is your definition
of marriage?” He said that marriage was
the union between a man and a woman
for the purpose of producing children
to repopulate the earth. I thought that
was a pretty good definition. That kind
of fits with what I think too but he said
that it's more than that.

Marriage is a test to prove that we
can love someone so that we are able to
love Jesus Christ. I thought wow! So
many people say that they love Jesus but
they don't love their spouse. I think that
that’s strange isn’t it? Isn't it strange that
you can’t love someone that is here with
you but you can love someone that’s not
here and who you haven’t seen? I liked
what he said about marriage. He said
a lot of people go into marriage for the
wrong reason. He said a lot of people
go into marriage thinking what can this
person do for me rather what can I do
for that person.

He gave an example of a pastor
whose wife was suffering from Al-
zheimer’s. She was pretty bad off. She
didn’t know him and couldn’t recognize
anyone. She was just kind of in a vegeta-
tive state. Mr. Huckabee decided that he
would go visit this couple who were in
the hospital or a nursing home. He was

a little surprised when he got to their
door.

He heard voices and there was a
conversation going on but when he
got in there he saw that it was just the
man and his wife. The pastor was feed-
ing her very carefully one little bite at a
time. Hed give her a bite and wipe off
her mouth and would talk to her about
the weather. He would talk to her about
their family. He would talk to her about
what was going on in the world, just like
he normally would do.

Mike said that he talked to him and
asked him why he did that? The nurses
would feed her. She didn’t understand
what the pastor was saying to her. She
couldn’t respond to him. He said that
the pastor told him, ‘T took a vow to love
her in sickness and in health. This was a
way that I could meet her needs’

Marriage is the committed relation-
ship in which the focus is on meeting
the needs of the other partner. I saw an-
other example of this in the recent trip
we took out West. In our group we had
a pair of newlyweds. He was 90 and she
was 84 and they had just recently got-
ten married. She had ALS, Lou Gehrig’s
disease is what I call it. Shed lost the
ability to speak. She could still talk to
you by writing you a note but she could
no longer speak. She could kind of get
around. He would communicate with
her and help her get around and take
care of her. They both really seemed
happy and they both seemed to really
enjoy the trip. I've been married for 45
years on December 27th. Ilike to think
that I'm doing better as a husband but I
hope that I can do as good as what that
man was doing.

This week I was sitting over on Deb’s
side of the bed to put on my socks. She
had a framed reading or poem called
The Art of Marriage by Wilferd Arlan
Peterson. I suppose I have read it before
but I guess I hadn't really read it.

Happiness in marriage is not some-
thing that just happens.

A good marriage must be created.

In the art of marriage the little
things are the big things...

It is never being too old to hold
hands.

It is remembering to say “I love you”
at least once a day.

It is never going to sleep angry.

It is at no time taking the other for
granted;

the courtship should not end with
the honeymoon,

it should continue through all the
years.

It is having a mutual sense of values
and common objectives.

It is standing together facing the
world.

It is forming a circle of love that
gathers in the whole family.

It is doing things for each other, not
in the attitude
of duty or sacrifice, but in the spirit of
joy.

It is speaking words of appreciation
and demonstrating gratitude in
thoughtful ways.

It is not looking for perfection in
each other.

It is cultivating flexibility, patience,
understanding and a sense of humour.

It is having the capacity to forgive
and forget.

It is giving each other an atmo-
sphere in which each can grow.

It is finding room for the things of
the spirit.

It is a common search for the good
and the beautiful.

It is establishing a relationship in
which the independence is equal,
dependence is mutual and the obliga-
tion is reciprocal.

It is not only marrying the right
partner, it is being the right partner.

It is discovering what marriage can
be, at its best.

Earlier this fall I took Debbie to a
movie. This shows you I am trying to be
a better husband. That doesn’t happen
very often let me tell you but someone
had suggested the movie “War Room”
to us. Someone suggested this to us and
I heard somebody went to it and didn’t
like it because they thought it was going
to be a war movie. Now I don’t know
what you folks think but I think who-
ever wrote this movie had to be a Latter
Day Saint because the things they talked
about in there were kind of like what we
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believe. “War Room,” for those of you
who haven't seen it, is a movie about a
couple that is having trouble with their
marriage. Tony the husband is a phar-
maceutical salesman and is very suc-
cessful. Elizabeth the wife is a realtor
and they have a young daughter about
10 years old. Tony and Elizabeth don't
seem to get along very well. In fact, they
fight all the time.

I don’t know what you thought but
I thought it was because Tony was all
about himself. What he was thinking
about was what he could do for himself.
He didn't really pay much attention to
his wife or to his daughter. He caused
them to feel hurt. He caused them to
feel rejected. That’s how it starts out.

Elizabeth goes to see a house to list
it one day. This house is owned by an
elderly woman, Miss Clara. Miss Clara
has decided that she needs to move in
with her son and is going to sell the
house so Elizabeth comes to look it over.
It’s an older house and they go into one
room and Miss Clara says that it’s her
third favorite room. They go to another
room and she says this was her sec-
ond favorite room. Elizabeth is think-
ing that there must be something re-
ally spectacular about the most favorite
room because the other two were pretty
nice.

Elizabeth leaves and comes back
after a couple of weeks to talk to Miss
Clara about what she thinks the house
should sell for. Miss Clara tells her
that is fine but that she wanted to talk
to Elizabeth first. She asked Elizabeth
if she went to church which I've never
asked a realtor. Elizabeth told her that
she did occasionally. Miss Clara asked
her if that was because her preacher
only spoke occasionally? She replied
that she meant that they just attended
occasionally.

Miss Clara then asked her about her
prayer life. Did she pray? Elizabeth told
her that she did sometimes. She was
starting to get agitated at Miss Clara for
grilling her on this. Then Miss Clara
asked her what her prayer life was like.
Was it hot or was it cold?

When the coffee was ready she
handed it to Elizabeth and it was luke-
warm. Elizabeth told her that her coffee

was only room temperature. Miss Clara
replied that you either liked it hot or
cold and that’s the way that your prayer
life should be too. It should either be
hot or cold.

Now where did she get that? Where
did it come from? In Revelations 3:15-
16 it says, I know thy works, that thou
art neither cold nor hot; I would thou
wert cold or hot. So then because thou
are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot,
I will spew thee out of my mouth. What
are we? Are we hot or are we cold or are
we lukewarm?

Think of the people that you hear
about any more especially like the poli-
ticians. Are they hot or are they cold
or are they lukewarm? We've gotten to
a place in this country where we don't
want to say anything that offends any-
body. We have to accept things and we
have to have a warm fuzzy Jesus. That’s
what we have to have. This time of year
we can't say Merry Christmas. Why
can't we? Christmas is all about the
birth of Jesus. If He hadn’t been born
we wouldn't have Christmas. Christmas
is actually celebrating the birth of Christ
so you about have to say Merry Christ-
mas don't you? There are other things
we don’t seem to want to take a stand
on.

Miss Clara believed in the power of
prayer. I noticed we have a poster out
there that talks about being a Prayer
Warrior. Well Miss Clara was a prayer
warrior and she prayed for things. She
said, ‘Elizabeth, I want to show you my
favorite room in the house! She took
her upstairs and opened this door to a
closet. There was nothing there except
for a chair and a Bible and some post-it
notes on the wall. She said that this was
her War Room and she liked spending
time there. She posted notes on the wall
of favorite scriptures. She posted notes
of people and things she wanted to pray
for. She posted notes of things that were
going on that she thought God needed
to change. She told Elizabeth that this
room was where she laid out her battle
plan. This room was where she devel-
oped her strategy to fight satan.

She had two favorite scriptures.
One of them was from Psalms 145:17-
19 (NIV) The Lord is righteous in all his

ways and faithful in all he does. The Lord
is near to all who call on him, to all who
call on him in truth. He fulfills the desires
of those who fear him; he also will hear
their cry, and will save them. The other
one was 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) Re-
joice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In
everything give thanks; for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

She told Elizabeth that Elizabeth
was having trouble with her marriage
and asked her what was wrong. Eliza-
beth started talking about Tony and the
things that she didn’t like. Miss Clara
told her to stop that she needed to take
this to the Lord. She told her that she
couldn’t change Tony. We can’t change
another person only God has the power
to do that. Only His Holy Spirit has the
ability to change someone from being
the way that they are.

She told Elizabeth that she needed
to start a prayer list and get her own
War Room and start praying for him
and praying for the problems that she
thought she had. The scriptures say that
when you pray you arent to be like the
hypocrites that love to stand and pray in
the synagogues and on the street corners

Rodney Bastow
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so that they can be seen by men. Truly I
tell you, they have received their reward
in full. But when you pray, go into your
room, close the door and pray to your
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father,
who sees what is done in secret, will re-
ward you. And when you are praying
do not use meaningless repetition as the
Gentiles do for they suppose they will be
heard for their many words. (Matthew
6:5-7 NIV)

Now in our house we dont have
any closets that are big enough for a war
room. Probably where I feel closest to
God is in my tractor. I could take post-
it notes out to that tractor when I'm
choring with names of people that I'm
praying for or I could put this scripture
here that tells me to pray for all things.
I should put those things in my trac-
tor because that's where I'm doing my
praying. God touches my heart is times
when I'm in my tractor.

It doesn’t matter where you go to do
this as long as you do it. I believe that
you should take the time and shut your-
self away from all other interference,
other things that might distract you, and
find scriptures that mean something to
you. Study the scriptures and just refer
to them and then start making a list of
people that you want to pray for. People
that you have concern for. I think like
Miss Clara you'll see the results.

I'm not going to tell you the rest of
the movie because most of you already
have seen it. Those of you who haven't
seen it will hopefully want to see it now.
I think it comes out on DVD in a couple
of weeks. I have the book too so if you
want to read that after 'm done reading
it again you can borrow it. Prayers are
answered. Trust me on that. Tony and
Elizabeth are touched, both of them, by
the Holy Spirit and are touched so that
they love each other the right way. I'll
just leave it at that.

There’s one other part to the movie
that really struck me. It's toward the
end when Miss Clara reveals to Eliza-
beth that she, Miss Clara, had asked the
Lord to send her someone who needed
to know more about prayer. She want-
ed the Lord to send her someone who
needed prayer in their life so God sent
her Elizabeth. She told Elizabeth that

someone had done that for her once and
now she was just passing it on. Now it
was Elizabeth’s turn to pass it on to
someone else.

Who taught you about Jesus? I
don’t mean like what your mother did
telling you the story of Jesus but who
taught you that Jesus was real and that
He needed to be a part of your life? I
am sure that for all of you who are here
today there was someone that did that
for you. There was someone that shared
with you time and time again their tes-
timony of Jesus and how He had been
a part of their life and how He had an-
swered their prayers. I'm certain of that
because I know there was someone that
did that for me and there’s also someone
that keeps doing that for me, keeps me
on the right track.

You know when I decided to retire
from teaching I wondered if that was
really what the Lord wanted me to do.
When I was teaching I was coming in
contact with a lot of kids every day. I
wasn't teaching at a very big school but I
still had the attention of 20 to 30 kids in
a class for an hour. It was a chance to get
to know them, a chance to try to meet
some needs that they had. The last years
of teaching I was able to mentor some of
the younger teachers and suggest things
to help guide them along the way.

As 1 thought about retiring I
thought that it was just going to be Deb-
bie and me (and the cows) on the farm.
Even now I go some days without seeing
anybody other than Debbie. I don't get
any phone calls. It’s just us. It’s hard to
reach out to people in that situation if
you are not reaching out to people on a
daily basis. So I wondered if the Lord re-
ally wanted me to retire or did he want
me to keep teaching. Did He want me
to do something where I would still be
involved with people?

That first year after I had quit teach-
ing I got the chance to be the junioe
hifh wrestling coach at Mount Ayr and
I was able to get to know some people.
I like to think that I was able to touch
some lives, not very many because we
didn’t have very many that went out for
wrestling. Last spring I was certain that
I was done with coaching and with an-

nouncing at games any more. I was not
going to be involved in the school here
in Mount Ayr. I was just going to stay
at home and Debbie and I were going to
do our thing. If we wanted to go some-
where we could. That’s the way that our
life was going to be. That was my plan.

I don’t know how much prayer had
gone in to that, probably not very much.
Well, right before school started I got
this email from the athletic director at
Mount Ayr. He said that he wanted me
to consider being one of the junior high
football coaches. That was funny that I
would get an email like that. What did
I know about being a junior high foot-
ball coach? That wasn't something that
I had ever thought of doing before.

I often told the coaches what to do
but as far as actually going out there and
doing it I wasn't sure about that. I did
know that this would give me an op-
portunity to get to know 30 some young
men that I didn't know. I knew Josh
(Tina’s son) and maybe a couple of the
others but I didn’t really know Josh to
be honest with you. He came to church
here but that didn’t mean that I knew
him. I decided that I really wanted to do
this. I thought it would be something
good for me to do. It was a good experi-
ence. I talked a young man into helping
me by showing the players what to do.
I felt like I was maybe mentoring him a
little bit too. I thought that was a good
thing.

We need to pass it on. If someone
has touched our lives and has done
something for us we need to find some-
one that we can make a difference with.
Sometime T’ll tell you about Tim but
that's another story. In the Doctrine
& Covenants 16:3c-4a it says this. Re-
member the worth of souls is great in the
sight of God; for, behold, the Lord your
Redeemer suffered death in the flesh;
wherefore he suffered the pain of all men,
that all men might repent and come unto
him. And he hath risen again from the
dead, that he might bring all men unto
him on conditions of repentance. And
how great is his joy in the soul that re-
penteth. Wherefore you are called to cry
repentance unto this people. And if it so
be that you should labor all your days, in
crying repentance unto this people, and
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bring save it be one soul unto me, how
great shall be your joy with him in the
kingdom of my Father! And now, if your
joy will be great with one soul that you
have brought unto me into the kingdom
of my Father, how great will be your joy,
if you should bring many souls unto me!
Like I told you I bought the book
the War Room and I think I like it bet-
ter than the movie because it explains
some things more in detail. It expands
on things more. God wants us to pray.
He wants us to reach out to others. He
wants us to share with them our testi-
mony of Jesus in our lives. He wants us
to love them. He wants us to focus on
their needs so that we can love Him.

It's Christmas. It's a time to focus
on family and friends. It’s a time to fo-
cus on others. It’s a time to remember
the birth of Jesus, a time to remember

the love that He had for us. Merry
Christmas.

I'd like to close with this one little
poem.

Twas the Days before Christmas

Twas the days before Christmas and
all through the house

Mother was scurrying, like a little
grey mouse

The stockings were hung, the tree
was ablaze

No one had time for a relaxing laze.

Lists of to do things, were strewn
here and there

And dad, all he wanted was some
time in his chair

The winds outside blew, swirling
snow around,

While inside the children begged to
visit Santa town.

Lists of “I want” appeared here and
there

While mother was starting to pull
out her hair.

Dad, he just chuckled as he me-
chanically applied

The skills of his dad-hood, readying
bikes for their ride

When suddenly, a music box began
to play

Of a night, when a child, lay in a
manger filled with hay

As one after one of the shepherds
and livestock appeared,

The silence grew louder than the
noise of holiday cheer.

The wise men arrived next and were
placed in the scene,

While the angel was reverently re-
given her packed wings;

Mary and Joseph were next placed

near the bed
And at last, the small baby rested
his head.

For a moment at least, the family
was still

Forgetting the holiday bustle and
swill

They bowed heads a little, and shed
a small tear

Remembering the reason for their
holiday cheer

This holiday season, I urge each to
pause

In remembrance of the one, who for
the season is the cause.

As you gather with loved ones in
holiday cheer

Stop for a moment, to give rever-
ence to the Christ child so dear.

Once the presents are opened, and
the feast complete

All will be restored, as the season
depletes

But the love of the Christ-child will
last the year through

Happy holidays my friends, I love
each of you too.

-Diane Goold, Christmas, 2015

;>

WE ARE CALLED TO THE
FULLNESS OF CHRISTIANITY

Brother Joel Loving
Lamoni, Iowa

December 20, 2016

Elder Gordon Winkler shared: This
morning we have an interactive service
planned. Our focus is on the gift of Je-
sus. If you would keep this in mind and
keep your thoughts on that focus we
think that you will find this to be very
beneficial in helping you to have a better
understanding of what that gift was that
God gave to us.

Our call to worship this morning
comes from the book of James. I did
contemplate using many of the scrip-
tures that we would think of as being
most associated with Christmas. Il
leave the second chapter of Luke for you
to read for your Christmas worship at
home. But I believe the scripture from
James reflects the Christmas season
also. This is from James 1:17-18.

Every good gift and every perfect gift
is from above, and cometh down from
the Father of lights, with whom is no
variableness, neither shadow of turning.

Of his own will begat he us with the word
of truth, that we should be a kind of first-
fruits of his creatures.

Brother Loving shared: Good
morning. I hope you are ready for the
adventure that’s about to unfold. I have
prayed long and studied a lot about this
and tried to bring it together. I was jok-
ing earlier that it would be a bit of an ad-
venture. You do your best for the Lord
but you're not really sure how it’s always
going to come out. Nevertheless, I have
faith that you’ll respond with the same
kind of conviction and character that
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you've always exhibited.

I want you to be ready for experi-
encing this gift of Jesus today that we fo-
cus on. It's almost Christmas. Although
I don’t know that it’s really accurate that
Christ was born on December 25th,
nevertheless, we’ll follow this theme. I
begin with the scripture from Luke 2:3-
12. And all went to be taxed, every one
in his own city. And Joseph also went up
from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judea, unto the city of David, which
is called Bethlehem; (because he was of
the house and lineage of David,) To be
taxed, with Mary his espoused wife, she
being great with child. And so it was, that
while they were there, the days were ac-
complished that she should be delivered.
And she brought forth her first-born son,
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in a manger, because there
was none to give room for them in the
inns. And there were in the same country,
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flocks by night. And lo,
an angel of the Lord appeared unto them,
and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them; and they were sore afraid.
But the angel said unto them, Fear not,
for behold, 1 bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day, in the city of
David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
And this is the way you shall find the
babe, he is wrapped in swaddling clothes,
and is lying in a manger.

This story is quite astounding be-
cause out of that context comes the per-
fect and infinite gift of God. The great-
est thing to ever come to this planet, to
humanity and to history is this baby in
the form of Jesus in a manger, in a stable
out with the animals because there was
no room for them with the other guests
who were staying in the inn.

Now I want to confess something
here right now. As we focus on this
baby, this manger scene in the context
which is quite phenomenal, there is the
tendency to reduce the gospel in order
to understand it. We take it off in bits
and pieces and we kind of shrink it. We
put it in a bubble around us and our
world and our culture and understand-
ing but there is really this amazing in-
finiteness to this gift which is quite far
beyond our capacity to imagine. I want

to capture that a little bit.

I want to talk up to this congre-
gation. I'm not smart enough to talk
down to you and I don’t want anything
I say to be seen as I know exactly what
I'm talking about. I make mistakes. I'm
worthy of your criticisms but I want to
talk very humbly about what this gift is,
this perfect gift in a way thats mean-
ingful to you and to our Lord. Isn't the
irony and the contrast fascinating?

Imagine you being selected, you've
been chosen in heaven, you're going to
be responsible for the circumstances of
Christ’s birth and youre going to have
all the income and budget and plan-
ning and personnel and resources you
want. You plan it. What would you
do? These values of God seem to be so
different than mine. He brings Christ
into the world in such unique amazing
circumstances. Would you have picked
Bethlehem? Would you have picked a
barn with animals and manure and hay?
Would you have understood this amaz-
ing story unfolding in the Christ child?

You know I'm sort of amazed that
people look at Independence and say,
‘Well, that could never be Zion. Have
you been to Independence? It doesn’t
look like Zion! Yet it’s about as close to
Zion as the manger was appropriate for
the birthplace of our Lord. Somehow
God in His infinite, amazing, creative
majesty picks this unique and wonder-
ful setting to bring us the most perfect
gift we have ever or could ever hope to
imagine. He gives us this gift freely.
Of course you know the most quoted
scripture John 3:16, For God so loved
the world, that he gave his Only Begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth on him
should not perish; but have everlasting
life. That gift was given to you. You have
the gift of Jesus on your behalf. How do
you understand or describe or respond
to this perfect gift?

Gordon said this was going to be
an interactive service and so I certainly
want you to accept this gift in the spirit
in which we would like to give it. (Enve-
lopes were passed out to the congrega-
tion.) I don’t want you to open these at
this point, I just want you to hold them.
Each one gets one. You can imagine
what may be inside but remember this

is simply a gift. I'm going to ask you
as you open the envelope in a few mo-
ments that you give it away. This is the
one thing that I will ask you to when I
tell you to open this gift. I want you to
do the most sacred thing you know how.
This gift of Jesus comes to us and we re-
spond in various ways. This gift comes
to you now as you set in your chairs and
you respond as you will.

You may open it now. (Each en-
velope contained a $20 bill.) I am not
trying to be manipulative. I trying to
humbly get us to think about giftedness.
This gift has no value until you give it
away. You can keep it. You can put it
in your pocket. You can do whatever
you want with it. It is yours to do as
you see fit but it is given with the con-
dition and the understanding that you
will do something sacred with it. That’s
all I want to say. That’s all 'm going to
ask you. No more questions. No more
instructions. You simply do the most
sacred thing you know with it.

Brother Joel prayed: Almighty
God, as we are about to participate in an
offering, we would give ourselves sym-
bolically into the mission and into the
life of your Son Jesus which was given
to us. May we return to you, out of the
sense of the gratitude and overwhelm-
ing love that you have shared with us,
some of that back. May we understand
our roles as givers, as lovers of others, as
participants in this wonderful creation.
May we rise to the occasion and do that
which is righteous even sacred for your
glory and for your honor is my prayer
in Jesus name. Amen. (Most put their
envelope in the offering that was taken
up.)

So how do we describe and respond
to this perfect gift from God? We are
not the first to struggle with this ques-
tion. I want you to listen to this song.
It’s called Joseph's Song. This is a song
that someone wrote with regard to their
understanding of how Joseph would
have felt as the father or the dad to raise
Jesus. Listen to these words and put
yourself into Joseph's shoes as he strug-
gles with understanding the giftedness
that has come to him and his responsi-
bility.

Joseph’s Song
How could it be
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This baby in my arms,

Sleeping now, so peacefully?
“The Son of God,” the angel said,
How could it be?

Lord I know, He’s not my own
Not of my flesh, not of my bone.
Still Father let this baby be

The son of my love.

Chorus

Father show me where I fit into this plan
of Yours,

How can a man be father to the Son of
God?

Lord, for all my life I've been a simple
carpenter,

How can I raise a King, How can I raise
a King?

He looks so small, His face and hands
so fair,

And when He cries the sun just seems
to disappear.

But when He laughs, it shines again,
How could it be?

Chorus

Father show me where I fit into this plan
of Yours,

How can a man be father to the Son of
God?

Lord, for all my life I've been a simple
carpenter,

How can I raise a King, How can I raise
a King?

How could it be

This baby in my arms,

Sleeping now, so peacefully?

“The Son of God,” the angel said,
How could it be? How could it be?

I still can only imagine the struggle
that Mary and Joseph had in being the
parents and raising Jesus. Maybe you
struggle too with the gift of Jesus. How
do you accept it? How does it work for
you and how have you responded?

You know the one thing that occurs
to me in this giftedness of Jesus that
comes as we celebrate Christmas is its
such a wonderful gift, such an amazing
gift. Why did God wait so long to bring
this wonderful gift to mankind? Some-
thing like this should have been given
right off the bat, from the very begin-

ning. Right? Why did He wait? It isin
some ways a great omission of the Old
Testament that Christ is not named.
Now the Old Testament is all about
Christ, all about the Messiah but He re-
mains unnamed. It’s a rather fascinat-
ing omission when you think about it.
How can that be? There is a famous line
of a wonderful song. ‘We limit not the
truth of God by our poor reach of mind’
There’s great truth to that but there’s also
the statement that I would make. We do
limit ourselves by ignorance of the truth
of God. His truth isn't limited by what
our minds can get around.

The omission of Christs name in
the Old Testament is surely astound-
ing, isn’t it? And yet let me go back to
an early covenant with Abraham. This
comes from Genesis 17:8-10 in the In-
spired Version and God is speaking.
But as for thee, behold, I will make my
covenant with thee, and thou shalt be
a father of many nations. And this cov-
enant I make, that thy children may be
known among all nations. Neither shall
thy name any more be called Abram, but
thy name shall be called Abrahams; for, a
father of many nations have I made thee.
And I will make thee exceedingly fruit-
ful, and I will make nations of thee, and
kings shall come of thee, and of thy seed.

I believe this is a physical or tem-
poral blessing, a covenant to Abraham.
In Genesis 22:20-22 after Abraham has
agreed to offer Isaac it says, Thus saith
the Lord, I have sworn by myself, that
because thou hast done this thing, and
hast not withheld thy son, thine only
Isaac from me; That in blessing I will
bless thee; and in multiplying I will mul-
tiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, and
as the sand which is upon the seashore.
And thy seed shall possess the gate of his
enemies; and in thy seed shall all the na-
tions of the earth be blessed; because thou
hast obeyed my voice. This I believe joins
the original covenant but includes Jesus,
the spiritual blessing and covenant with
profound inclusion of Jesus Christ to
humanity.

You see the deeper truth is that
Christ was known by name from the
very beginning because God in His in-
finite and caring way and love for man-

kind had to reveal Himself to those
worthy of the testimony. It was not a
secret Christ was known. This is im-
portant to us in the Restoration. Jesus
Christ was known before He was born.
This is huge news and changes our un-
derstanding. I read from 2nd Nephi
8:2-4. And now I, Nephi, write more of
the words of Isaiah (tying back to the Old
Testament); for my soul delighteth in his
words. For I will liken his words unto my
people; and I will send them forth unto
all my children: for he verily saw my Re-
deemer, even as I have seen him. And my
brother Jacob also, has seen him as I have
seen him; wherefore, 1 will send their
words forth unto my children, to prove
unto them that my words are true.

As people of the Restoration we un-
derstand the Brother of Jared saw Him.
This is the antiquity of the gospel. It’s
old. More powerful and profound and
in its complete application it is more
modern and fancy than we can even
imagine. We fail I think sometimes or
have failed to understand the complete-
ness or what the purpose of the Book of
Mormon is. For those who don’t believe
it, for those who aren’t familiar with it

Joel Loving
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why do they need the Book of Mormon?
Is it essential? Is it necessary? It is un-
der so much condemnation and there
is so much ignorance about it. People
won't even read it because they’ve been
told to stay away from it. Why? It’s quite
amazing to me. The Book of Mormon is
that testimony to this former knowledge
of Christ and the necessity of the fulfill-
ment of the former covenants which
have to come to pass.

The family that knew Jesus, the Is-
raelites, this Abrahamic covenant, Isaac
and Jacob who had his name changed to
Israel who has the twelve sons and the
twelve tribes. They are the inheritors,
God’s chosen people out of this cov-
enant. Jesus comes through the house
of Judah and yet that house which is the
only remaining intact house that we're
aware of still doesn’t believe in His Mes-
siahship. How can this be?

Well, in the strange way we as Gen-
tiles, inheritors of the House of Israel
but as Gentiles, inherit this gospel story.
I read from Genesis 9:18-23 which in-
cludes the everlasting covenant which
is in the Inspired Version but not in the
King James. This is an important cov-
enant. Listen carefully. And God made
a covenant with Noah, and said, This
shall be the token of the covenant I make
between me and you, and for every living
creature with you, for perpetual genera-
tions (It includes us.); I will set my bow
in the cloud; and it shall be for a token
of a covenant between me and the earth.
And it shall come to pass, when I bring a
cloud over the earth, that the bow shall
be seen in the cloud; and I will remember
my covenant, which I have made between
me and you, for every living creature of
all flesh. And the waters shall no more
become a flood to destroy all flesh. And
the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will
look upon it, that I may remember the
everlasting covenant, which I made unto
thy father Enoch; that, when men should
keep all my commandments, Zion should
again come on the earth, the city of Enoch
which I have caught up unto myself. And
this is mine everlasting covenant, that
when thy posterity shall embrace the
truth, and look upward, then shall Zion
look downward, and all the heavens shall
shake with gladness, and the earth shall

tremble with joy; And the general as-
sembly of the church of the firstborn shall
come down out of heaven, and possess
the earth, and shall have place until the
end come. And this is mine everlasting
covenant, which I made with thy father
Enoch.

This then becomes the antiquity of
the gospel story and the fullness there-
of. The fullness of the gospel is an au-
dacious phrase. For those who believe
in Jesus we have the gospel. How dare
you say the fullness of the gospel. What
more can there be than Jesus? We be-
lieve. It’s enough and yet if we're able to
understand the larger picture, the grow-
ing picture, the infinite nature of Christ
who can't be found and captured even
in this wonderful theme, there is more.
There is more and the Jesus who appears
before this covenants with those people.
They bear record and we have record
of it in the Book of Mormon that says
that when their children whom they
knew would fall away return to those
covenants and believe in Jesus they will
embrace the truth.

Do you know what embracing the
truth means? In its essence it means
coming into a hug with Jesus. He knows
you well and you know Him well, inti-
mately, embracing the truth. All people
must come to this understanding of
who Jesus is and what He has planned
from the very beginning.

I read to you from 1Nephi 4:14-21.
Behold, I say unto you, that the house of
Israel was compared unto an olive tree,
by the Spirit of the Lord which was in our
fathers; And behold, are we not broken
off from the house of Israel; and are we
not a branch of the house of Israel? And
now, the thing which our father meaneth
concerning the grafting in of the natural
branches through the fullness of the Gen-
tiles, is, that in the latter days, (And this
is whats so important. To understand
the future we have to unlock the past.
The Book of Mormon becomes this key,
this bridge to what is about to come if we
understand the past and the covenants
which have to be fulfilled for that fu-
ture to be everything it’s supposed to be.)
when our seed shall have dwindled in
unbelief, yea, for the space of many years

and many generations, after the Messiah
shall be manifested in body unto the chil-
dren of men, then shall the fullness of the
gospel of the Messiah come unto the Gen-
tiles (the Book of Mormon), and from the
Gentiles unto the remnant of our seed;
And at that day shall the remnant of our
seed know that they are of the house of Is-
rael, and that they are the covenant peo-
ple of the Lord; And then shall they know
and come to the knowledge of their fore-
fathers, and also to the knowledge of the
gospel of their Redeemer, which was min-
istered unto their fathers by him; Where-
fore, they shall come to the knowledge of
their Redeemer, and the very points of
his doctrine, that they may know how to
come unto him and be saved. And then
at that day, will they not rejoice and give
praise unto their everlasting God, their
rock and their salvation? Yea, at that
day, will they not receive the strength and
nourishment from the true vine? Con-
nected to Jesus, reconnected or shall we
say restored to a knowledge of their Re-
deemer whom their fathers knew before
He was born. This then is the fullness of
the gospel restored.

Third Nephi 7:34-37 says, And thus
commandeth the Father that I should say
unto you, At that day when the Gentiles
shall sin against my gospel, and shall re-
ject the fullness of my gospel, and shall be
lifted up in the pride of their hearts above
all nations, and above all the people of
the whole earth, and shall be filled with
all manner of lyings, and of deceits, and
of mischiefs, and all manner of hypoc-
risy, and murders, and priestcrafts, and
whoredoms, and of secret abominations;
And if they shall do all these things, and
shall reject the fullness of my gospel, be-
hold, saith the Father, I will bring the
fullness of my gospel from among them;
And then will I remember my covenant
which I have made unto my people, O
house of Israel, and I will bring my gospel
unto them; And I will shew unto thee, O
house of Israel, that the Gentiles shall not
have power over you, but I will remember
my covenant unto you, O house of Israel,
and ye shall come unto the knowledge of
the fullness of my gospel.

Folks, there is something called
replacement theology which basically
says that because the House of Israel
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and of the Jews blew it in understand-
ing Jesus the story has gone to basically
the Gentiles and the House of Israel has
been left. But they will return.

As Restorationists we should un-
derstand this. This is what I see this
Christmas morn, the timeful nature
of God’s greatest blessing to me and to
you in the infinitely perfect gift of Jesus.
Think of it. We in the Restoration have
heard the fullness of the gospel, the full-
ness of the restored gospel, the fullness
of the restoration God has in motion to
bring His kingdom to earth and the re-
turn of Zion. This is salvation, temporal
and spiritual. Not just that we die and
we get to go to heaven and be with God.
Heaven returnes, Saints return to earth,
God in possession of earth. Obey and
this is what it really comes down to.

This Book of Mormon, the scrip-
tures that we have, the Restoration, the
story of Jesus, you know what He’s call-
ing us to? This is both the joy and the
hope and the great salvation but also
the indictment. You and I are called to
the fullness of Christianity, not partial
Christianity, not little Christianity, not
where we see little bubbles of Jesus just
in the manger and He'll save me. Now
I need to get on with my life and my
house and my dreams and my family.

The fullness of Christianity is what Jesus
longs for in us. To understand what that
means, a complete commitment, entire
commitment to Him in His giftedness
to us.

OK, you survived the sermon part. I
would like a dozen or more volunteers
to come up front to experience the gift-
edness of Jesus in a special way. I'm
calling you to the fullness of Christian-
ity. Those of you in the congregation
please close your eyes and keep them
closed. Do not open them. DO NOT
open them. I just simply want you to
absorb the gift that you are about to feel
as people touch you.

Those of you up front I simply want
you to respond to the prompts that I will
give you. I want you to touch people in
the most appropriate way that you know
in the love of Christ as a gift as I give
these prompts in response to what they
say. You'll be mingling in the congrega-
tion quickly, touch one person and go to
the next.

1. Touch someone who has made
you smile.

2. Touch someone who means
more to you than they know.

3. Touch someone who you have
deep respect for.

4. Touch someone who you love
to be around.

5. Touch someone who has influ-
enced a choice or direction in your life.

6. Touch someone who was pres-
ent for you during a difficult time.

7. Touch someone you feel has the
pure love of Christ.

8. Touch someone in whom you
see Jesus.

9. Touch someone that you would
like to know better.

10. Touch someone who has deep-
ened your walk with Christ.

11. Touch someone who has spo-
ken God’s words to you at some time.

12. Touch someone who you would
sacrifice your life for.

Jesus is touching all of you now. OK
you can open your eyes. Did you receive
the gift?

Accurate in the calendar or not
this is Christmas. We start with a babe
in a manger but it quickly expands. It
just goes everywhere and into you and
through you and by you and because of
you it grows. May the gift of Jesus ever
be present in your heart. May you al-
ways give it away and may you answer
the call to the fullness of what Chris-
tianity has always meant to those who
know Him.

,)

WHERE’S THE LINE
TO SEE JESUS®

Elder Tony Crandell

Lamoni, Iowa
December 27,2015

High Priest Alan Smith read Mo-
siah 1:102-103 as a Call to Worship.
And he shall be called Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, the Father of heaven and
earth, the Creator of all things, from the
beginning; and his mother shall be called
Mary. And lo, he cometh unto his own,
that salvation might come unto the chil-
dren of men, even through faith, on his
name.

As a scripture reading Elder Tony
Crandell read from Luke 2:1-7 and 2
Corinthians 9:15. And it came to pass
in those days, that there went out a de-
cree from Caesar Augustus, that all his
empire should be taxed. This same tax-
ing was when Cyrenius was governor of
Syria. And all went to be taxed, every one
in his own city. And Joseph also went up
from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judea, unto the city of David, which
is called Bethlehem; (because he was of
the house and lineage of David,) To be
taxed, with Mary his espoused wife, she

being great with child. And so it was, that
while they were there, the days were ac-
complished that she should be delivered.
And she brought forth her first-born son,
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in a manger, because there
was none to give room for them in the
inns. (Luke 2:1-7) Thanks be unto God
for his unspeakable gift. (2 Corinthians
9:15)

As you know, I occasionally have
these Ah-ha Moments and you suffer
because of them, as they invariably be-
come my sermon topics. All who have
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preaching responsibilities have difficul-
ty in picking a topic.

I've heard Sherman, Rodney, Steve
and others all say it always is such a
struggle for them also. With myself it
is more than a struggle, it is debilitat-
ing for lack of another word. I never
feel good about a sermon after it is over.
I always feel that I fell short of doing a
good job. I remember Harry Black, one
of the most prolific and capable RLDS
speakers of the 60’s thru the 80, told us
that preaching was so stressful for him
he sometimes would throw-up before
the service started. I thought...Boy;
if Harry has this problem...there is no
hope for me.

This particular Sunday of the year is
extra difficult as we are just coming off
the excitement of Christmas and enter-
ing into the bleak barren period prior to
a start of a new year. It is also the new
start for the Church year and a new start
of the season.

It’s sorta kinda like the weather. In
a normal year, we would have snow over
Christmas and then the muddy and
barren periods of January and February.
What I am going to say this morning
needs to fill the gap... following Christ-
mas and yet start to make entries on
that blank sheet of paper representing
the plan for the New Year.

Sandra suggested I talk about
Christmas “Future” This last Tuesday
night we went to West Des Moines for
Lutheran Church of Hope’s Christmas
program. The pastor talked about Long-
fellow’s troublesome experiences with
Christmas Past, Present, and Future.
Sandra said, “You don’t hear many ser-
mons about Christmas Future” so there
you go...” so I started to surf the term
“Christmas Future on the Internet.”

I happened on to a song that I have
never heard before. I normally don't
give contemporary Christian music or
praise music a second look or listen;
but this one caught my ear. I have men-
tioned to you many times, that South-
ern Gospel is my favorite as you can
hear and understand every word. The
Christ centered message is paramount.
The music only supports the message.
In Christian contemporary music and
praise music it always seems to me the

music and rhythm are paramount and
the message is in the background, which
generally is very repetitive.

I did a little research to see who
wrote this song and stumbled on its
history, which I will share with you
this morning. Ah-ha!! That was ex-
actly what I needed for this morning.
This story perpetuates the afterglow of
Christmas yet gives you the hope of the
future.

Here is the Story: A few years ago,
while at the mall with his mother and
grandpa, a four-year-old boy watched as
children lined up excitedly to see Santa
Claus. Having been taught as a tod-
dler that Christmas is the holiday when
Christians celebrate the birth of God’s
Son, with the innocence of a child, he
asked his mom, “Where’s the line to see
Jesus?” If Christmas is Jesus’ birthday,
why don’t we see him here in the store?

Overhearing this childs comment,
his grandpa was so proud that little
Spencer understood the true meaning
of Christmas at such a tender age. But
both mother and grandfather, Becky
Kelly and Steve Haut, were so struck
by the profoundness of this little boy’s
question and the message inherent
within it that they collaborated together
to write and record this song based on
that experience. The Title is...... Where’s
the Line to See Jesus?

We read that out of the mouths of
babes sometimes will come profound
truths that many adults either may not
or cannot understand.

Lets go back to that first Christ-
mas morning. The line to see Jesus was
long and distinguished---shepherds
and angels all gathered to see the new-
born King lying in a manger. These past
weeks as Christmas was approaching,
impatient shoppers stood in line at the
checkout aisles, children lined up to see
Santa, but, as little Spencer so innocent-
ly asked, “Where’s the line to see Jesus?
If Christmas is the celebration of His
birth, then why don't we see him in the
store?

You know, consciously or subcon-
sciously, I think most people this time
of the year are truly trying to catch a
glimpse of the meaning or personage of

God. Christmas is that one time in the
year, and maybe Easter is another, when
many people make an extra effort.... to
find real meaning, to find real joy in
their lives. This is when many people
make an effort to meditate on Godly
things and try to understand their per-
sonal relationship with God. They sub-
consciously think...”Maybe this is the
year. Maybe this year I will find real joy
and meaning to my life. Maybe this year
I will be able to finally understand.”

Let us imagine the world at the time
of Jesus birth. Let us imagine what Mary
saw. The world was very busy. Most
people were traveling to their home-
towns to register to be taxed by Caesar.
Mary was one of those people. She and
Joseph traveled to Joseph’s hometown
of Bethlehem. The people who lived in
Nazareth were of the family of David
and were on their way to Bethlehem.
Each household returned to the town
where they were born. So much hustle
and bustle; everyone was so very busy.
There were so many travelers, that Mary
and Joseph could find no room at the
Inn.

Mary gives birth to Jesus and lays

him in a manger. But in that hustle and
bustle most people did not notice them
and for the most part people really did
not care about Mary’s predicament. It’s
not that people weren't interested in
Godly things. It’s just that to most peo-
ple, in that time a poor couple having a
baby had nothing to do with God.
The world has not changed all that
much. There is still the hustle and bus-
tle. Everyone is busy. Does that mean
that people still aren’t interested in God?
No. No matter how busy you are, deep
down, there is a desire to understand
the heart of God.

Many people leave the holiday pe-
riod a little down-in-the dumps, a little
disappointed, and yet they do not really
know why. Historically, there seems to
be an increase in the number of people
passing on after the holidays. Perhaps
it's because they were looking for God,
but never found him, at least in the
places they were looking. Perhaps they
had unrealistic expectations.

This morning, I want you to walk
into the village of Bethlehem with me
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and stand near the manger, and stand
next to Mary, and see what she sees.
What does Mary see? She sees a baby,
yet she sees so much more.

I will now play a southern gospel
song.

Mary, Did You Know?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy
Will one day walk on water?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy
Will save our sons and daughters?

Did you know that your baby boy
Has come to make you new?

This child that you've delivered
Will soon deliver you

Mary, did you know that your baby boy
Will give sight to a blind man?

Mary, did you know that your baby boy
Will calm a storm with His hand?

Did you know that your baby boy
Has walked where angels trod?
When you kiss your little baby
You've kissed the face of God

The blind will see, the deaf will hear
And the dead will live again

The lame will leap, the dumb will speak
The praises of the Lamb

Mary, did you know that your baby boy
Is Lord of all creation?

Mary, did you know that your baby boy
Will one day rule the nations?

Did you know that your baby boy
Is heaven’s perfect Lamb?

This sleeping child you're holding
Is the ‘Great I Am’

Mary remembers the promises of
God. And as she recalls those promises
....and stares into the face of that child,
she realizes that she is staring into the
heart and face of God. Then the shep-
herds arrive, and they tell her what the
angels have said to them. They crowd
around the manger, and gaze into the
face of that child. As they do, they real-
ize that they are gazing into the face and
heart of God.

Then the shepherds leave, and Mary
ponders all these things in her heart. Ev-

erything she needs in her world is right
here. Everything that her hustling and
bustling neighbors and friends could
ever ask for is lying in the manger. The
key to understanding God, the key to
understanding the meaning of life, the
key to eternity, is right here, lying in the
manger.

Now let’s pretend Mary lifts the
baby out of the manger and hands Him
to you. And there you stand, awkwardly
holding the Son of God in your arms.
As you look down into His face, you re-
alize that you, too, are now looking into
the heart of God. In your arms you have
what everyone in the world is longing
for. While the rest of the world hustles
and bustles, there you are, in the quiet
of the night, looking into the face of this
child, looking into the very face and
heart of God himself. And you think to
yourself “Why would Almighty God do
it this way?” Why did He choose this
manner of presenting his “Plan of Salva-
tion?”

Then you look out the door of the sta-
ble, and you see a shadow. It is a bright
night; the stars are out. One star seems
to be shining especially bright. You see
a shadow, the shadow of a cross.

And then—you understand. You un-
derstand that someday, God would con-
descend even lower than tonight; to suf-
fer and die on a cross. You cannot help
but feel a little sad as you look into the
face of this child. But you also cannot
help but rejoice because you know that
this child will rise from the dead. You
realize that the baby you are holding
would someday set mankind free. That
He would set you free.

You give the baby back to Mary. But
before you walk away, you take one last
look. You see God’s love for you, His
mercy, His wisdom, His forgiveness.
God has touched you. God has touched
you this night.

This year, just like every year, mil-
lions of people, both children and
adults, opened millions of gifts. Some
did not fit. Some were the wrong col-
or. Or as the newlywed wife said after
receiving an odd and unique looking
dress from her husband, “Honey that
dress is just too precious to wear.” Yes,

many gifts will be returned, exchanged
or kept in storage. But there is one Gift
that meets everyone’s need, one Gift that
never breaks, one Gift that will never
wear out. A Gift that is appropriate for a
small child, a teenager, an adult, a senior
citizen. Boy or girl, man or woman. The
most valuable Gift of all, is Jesus.

Christmas is a celebration of the
fact that “God so loved the world that He
gave His one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life” (John 3:16) Thank God Al-
mighty for his Son his Gift too wonder-
ful for words.

When Mary touched the face of
her new born baby, she was touching
the very face of God. When she held
her precious child in her arms, she was
holding the greatest Gift has ever given,
not just to her, but to all; the greatest gift
the world has ever received.

As you gave and received gifts this
Christmas, I hope you remembered that
Jesus has given us the greatest gift of all.
He has given us himself. Let us not for-
get that on our first day of eternity we
will all stand in line to see Jesus.

Where is the line to see Jesus? The line
to see Jesus starts right here! All of you

Tony Crandell
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have come this morning that you might
wait to see him! He is here in this build-
ing and you will see him!

Where’s the Line to See Jesus?
Christmas time was approaching
Snow was starting to fall
Shoppers choosing their presents
People filling the mall

Children waiting for Santa
With excitement and glee

A little boy tugged my sweater
Looked up and asked me

Where’s the line to see Jesus?
Is He here at the store?
If Christmas time is His birthday

Why don’'t we see Him more?

As I stood in amazement
At this message profound
I looked down to thank him
He was no where around

The little boy at the mall
Might as well have had wings
As the tears filled my eyes
Thought I heard him sing

Where’s the line to see Jesus?

Is He here at the store?

If Christmas time is His birthday
Why don’'t we see Him more?

Where’s the line to see Jesus?

Mount Ayr Restoration Branch

Winter Retreat
Friday-Sundauy,

January 2830, 2016

Camp FarWesta
Stewartsville, MO

Theme: “Drawing Together”

* Bring snacksand gather Friday evening
at the campgrounds.

*Saturday activities include classes by
Rich Rupeand Ron Smith

*Sunday morning worship with camp
breaking aftera meal

No registration fee.
Bring bedding, scriptures, appropriate clothing.

Come share with weekend with us!

He was born for me
Santa Claus brought me presents
But Christ gave His life for me

In the blink of an eye

At the sound of His trump

We'll all stand in line at His throne
Every knee shall bow down

Every tongue will confess

That Jesus Christ is Lord

Where’s the line to see Jesus?

Is He here at the store?

If Christmas time is His birthday
Why don’t we see Him more?

Where’s the line?
Where’s the line?
Where’s the line for the Lord? ?{X
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JANUARY

Happy Birthday to Gable Galusha
(16), Jowett Bastow (26) and any
others we missed.

JANUARY

Happy Anniversary to Ed and Di-
ane Anderson (1) and Michael and
Julie Jordison (7) and any one we
missed.
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And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on
the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give
glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come; and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and
the fountains of waters. (Revelation 14:6-7)

MORE NEWS AND NOTES

items to share along with the special

and gifts. Christmas food shared.

The branch caroling party was held
Sunday, Dec. 20, with everyone meet-
ing at the Ron and Di Smith home. Ten
homes were visited by the carolers be-
fore a soup supper back at the Smiths.

A New Years Eve party was held
Thursday, Dec. 31, at the home of Ron
and Di Smith with snacks and games.

Food collection Sunday
Remember that the third Sunday
each month is the Sunday that we gather
food for the food pantry at the Ringgold
County MATURA Neighborhood Cen-
ter.
Last month we had more than 80
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