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NotesNews &
Graduation ceremony
 A milestone in the life of Isabel 
Jordison was celebrated with the branch 
for her graduation from high school in 
the home school program she has been 
part of. 
 The event was celebrated at a Sun-
day evening fellowship activity. People 
sang Pomp and Circumstance as she 
walked in, was presented a diploma by 

Rob Rolfe and gave a thank you speech 
to the branch for all their support.

Mission trip
 Isabel and Michael Jordison are tak-
ing part in a mission trip to Tahiti June 
1-17.
 There was a setting apart service 
for the people going on the trip at the 
Gospel Park Restoration Branch in In-
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were under the law of Moses that had 
transferred down through the years up 
to this point. 
 God was establishing His church 
upon the face of the earth for the last 
time in the last days. It was very im-
portant that they understand that this 
was not just a new covenant this was 
the new covenant that God established 
from the beginning when it was new. 
Wherefore, although a man should be 
baptized an hundred times, it availeth 
him nothing; for you can not enter in at 
the strait gate by the Law of Moses, nei-
ther by your dead works; for it is because 
of your dead works, that I have caused 
this last covenant, and this church to be 
built up unto me; even as in days of old. 
Wherefore, enter ye in at the gate, as I 
have commanded, and seek not to coun-
sel your God. Amen. (D & C 20:1b-d)
 I hope that you will remember your 
covenant this day as we partake of the 
sacrament but that you will also remem-
ber that covenant that God established 
with mankind from the beginning, the 
covenant that He sent forth His Son to 
this earth to save each and every one of 
us.

High Priest Joel Loving shared: To-
day’s theme that I have developed in my 
prayers with the Lord is “In Whom Shall 
We Trust?” I want to start with this fa-
mous scripture from Psalms 18:2, The 
Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my 
deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom 
I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of 
my salvation, and my high tower.
 Last week Jim Barber spoke a little 
bit about warning. I think he was speak-
ing from Jeremiah who was warning 
us about our time. I also want to give, 
I suppose, somewhat of a warning here 
about the days that we live in. Whom 
do you trust? How is that played out in 
your life, particularly in regards to your 
money or your possessions or your as-

sets? 
 Has anybody seen the movie, “The 
Big Short?” I want to tell you a little 
about “The Big Short.” I want to say this 
very clearly. I am not an accountant. I 
do not have exceptional ability to un-
derstand financial terms and the situa-
tion that bankers find themselves in. I’m 
not trying to give any banker, if you’re 
related to one, a hard time. 
 “The Big Short” is about the mort-
gage crisis that hit in 2007 and 2008. 
It starts out with a man in an office in 
a high tower in New York figuring out 
all these numbers and projections. He 
drops the pen and all of a sudden it’s 
like, ‘Oh my gosh!’ The year is about 
2003 or 2004 when he says the real es-
tate and mortgage market is going to 
crash. He goes to his boss and tells him 
what is going to occur and his boss says, 
‘Absolutely no way.’ 
 Here’s kind of the inner play of 
what happens. He says, ‘We have peo-
ple buying homes that are consistently 
increasing in value and they are going 
to the bank and borrowing money to 
fund these home purchases. The banks 
have for years made money this way at 
a nominal but steady rate. In time and 
to promote new profits, which is what 
banks are focused on, they develop new 
products to make increasing revenue 
by combining these mortgages together 
into a package of multiple and larger 
mortgages as one, which they sell to 
other entities for fees. 
 These new fees bring in consider-
able new revenue so the banks start 
swapping these bundled mortgage pack-
ages more frequently and make a lot of 
money from them. This process starts 
snowballing with a lot of people mak-
ing a lot of money in real estate, which 
generates new opportunity for banks. 
The banks have new avenue to make a 
lot of money because the home market 
is growing and the mortgage market has 

IN WHOM
SHALL WE TRUST?

 Elder Michael Jordison shared:  I 
thought it would be good for us this 
morning to remember the covenant that 
we’ve made. Our Call to Worship comes 
from Genesis 9. We know that God es-
tablished a covenant with Enoch, and 
one of Enoch’s descendants Noah gath-
ered all the animals of every kind on the 
face of the earth into an Ark where they 
were carried through the flood waters for 
a year. As they emerged forth from the 
Ark God said this to Noah, And a com-
mandment I give unto you, Be ye fruitful 
and multiply; bring forth abundantly on 
the earth, and multiply therein. And God 
spake unto Noah, and to his sons with 
him, saying, And I, behold, I will estab-
lish my covenant with you, which I made 
unto your father Enoch, concerning your 
seed after you. Noah was the recipient of 
the covenant that God had made with 
Enoch which was also the same cov-
enant that God had made with Adam. 
God desires to make His covenant with 
each one of us. As this church emerged 
forth from the wilderness in 1830 there 
were many that questioned as they came 
from other faiths, other denominations. 
Why do we need to be baptized again? 
Why? What’s the importance? 
 This is what the Lord spoke to Jo-
seph Smith, Jr. that day. Behold, I say 
unto you, that all old covenants have I 
caused to be done away in this thing, and 
this is a new and everlasting covenant; 
even that which was from the beginning. 
(D & C 20:1a) Now wait a minute. He 
said this is a new covenant and the old 
covenants have been done away but at 
the same time this was the same cov-
enant that was at the beginning. God 
wasn’t saying that that covenant was 
done away but these old covenants that 
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never failed. Real estate in this country 
has never failed. So the banks continue 
to develop these new products for ad-
ditional fees and encouraging buyers to 
borrow more and more money. Even 
people without good credit and finan-
cial health are encouraged to invest in 
real estate at the low mortgage rates. 
More mortgages means more packages 
for banks to combine and sell as pack-
aged mortgages to other entities and 
then those get packaged again for still 
other entities and these are all being 
bought and sold over and over again 
into gigantic multi-layered mortgage 
mountains.
 Meanwhile, the folks who rate these 
loans also start making larger and larger 
amounts of money from the increased 
volume that is getting generated. The 
banks pay fees to the loan raters and 
pressure them to inflate the ratings. It 
makes the packaged mortgages easier 
to sell and for greater profits. Now here’s 
what happens next in this enterprise. 
Because so much money is being made 
by these banks they want to continue 
this process with more and more buy-
ers. Remember when you could buy a 
loan at a certain low interest rate and 
then in five years there would be a bal-
loon and your interest on that loan 
bumped up? You would just refinance 
again because you didn’t want to have to 
pay an increase of three or four interest 
points on that loan. Are you with me?
  So you had a balloon and these 
banks would try to increase their pack-
aged loan ratings higher so that they 
could sell them at a higher premium 
to other banks that would be doing 
the same thing with still other enti-
ties. But they needed high ratings too, 
so they would take these products and 
go to these raters with their humon-
gous mortgage mountains and the rat-
ers would get humongous fees. Well, 
the raters are thinking, ‘If we don’t give 
them a “Triple A” they are just going to 
go somewhere else and get a “Triple A” 
rating and we’ll lose money to our com-
petitors so we’ll just give them a Triple 
A rating. 
 All of a sudden you have these 
packaged mortgages being sold by 
banks to larger entities, being re-pack-

aged, getting inflated ratings, being re-
repackaged, getting inflated ratings and 
being re-re-repackaged and getting in-
flated ratings. It continues because it’s 
never failed and a lot of people like the 
profits. But wait a second. This housing 
market where a home could be bought 
in California or Florida for $200,000.00 
one year went to $300,000.00 the next 
and then $400,000.00 the next and 
then $500,000.00 the next and then 
$600,000.00 the next on a balloon loans 
at 4% interest that were going to jump to 
8% won’t last. 
 Our original investor analyst in his 
office puts all this together and says. 
‘Wait a second. This is all built on this 
trust of an industry that is going to fail. 
I see it.’ He tried to talk his boss into 
understanding it, but his boss couldn’t 
believe it. 

He took the company’s money and 
what he had access to, because he was 
an investor, a broker, and started invest-
ing in what they call the short. He would 
go to these same banks and buy a policy 
that bet against the mortgage being paid 
off. He would have to pay premiums, 
though. It would be like you buying life 
insurance. You pay a monthly fee and as 
long as you are alive, the payoff doesn’t 
occur as long as you live, but you just 
pay monthly fees year in and year out.  
 This man was betting that the mort-
gage industry would fail and that there 
would be a huge payoff if he could get 
insurance against that. The banks are 
saying, ‘Mortgages, they’ve never failed. 
You can buy as many of these as you 
want. You can cover all of our packages. 
Millions of dollars, billions of dollars 
and all the banks and all of these Home 
Savings & Loans are involved. You 
heard the head of the Federal Reserve 
leader, Bernanke talk to the American 
public about how sure and certain this 
industry and the mortgage banking 
was in about 2006 because some of the 
doubters were beginning to be heard.
 Then in 2007 people started default-
ing because they couldn’t pay the extra 
interest after their balloons expired on 
the mortgage and they couldn’t afford 
the home that was worth $600,000.00 
They defaulted and the next defaulted 

and the next defaulted. Earlier in this 
process, our analyst wrote some articles 
that got published and some of them 
got picked up by a few other individu-
als. The movie traced a couple of other 
groups of people that were astounded at 
the articles that this guy was writing or 
some of his paperwork and they begin 
investigating. It was like, ‘Oh, my gosh! 
Oh, my gosh! We could make a windfall, 
too. Let’s bet against these mortgages 
being paid out with the banks that will 
give us these policies and we’ll pay the 
premiums. The bosses of these guys are 
saying, ‘Wait a second. We can’t afford 
to lose millions and millions of dollars 
each month while you are paying these 
premiums. The mortgage industry has 
never failed.’ 
 Do you see what’s happening here? 
Did you know about it? Did you trust the 
banks? Did you trust the government? 
Did you trust the Federal Reserve? 
Are you like the rest of the globe that 
depends on the financial institutions 
of our world to carry us through? You 
know what happened. It failed. It col-
lapsed. I remember one particular scene 

Joel Loving
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where the early warner’s start dancing 
because their millions of dollars of in-
vestment against the mortgages is going 
to return, not 10%, not something we 
might hope for in our investments, not 
15% but a 1000%; 100/1, 50/1, 20/1, a 
huge, huge windfall of funds. What do 
you think they do? If you took a $100 
and turned it into $10,000 what would 
you do? They’re dancing. In this one 
scene they are dancing because they 
realize it’s happening just like they pre-
dicted and nobody else did. They’re 
dancing because they are going to make 
a huge windfall.
 The person who gave them the 
money to invest, to make it work, turns 
around and says, ‘What are you doing?’ 
They reply, ‘Don’t you understand we’re 
going to make a windfall. This is go-
ing to be so great and wonderful.’ He 
responds, ‘Millions of people will lose 
their homes, their jobs, probably their 
marriages. This could disrupt the entire 
world economy. It’s global and you are 
dancing.’
 Who do you trust? Where do your 
assets lie? Spiritually only in the Lord, 
but what about the rest of it? I can tell 
you about trusting in the institutions 
of man because I realize that this will 
probably get printed and published to 
people but I am happy to share my sto-
ry. This is somewhat embarrassing and 
I am ashamed of myself because I got 
caught up into this.
 Deni and I were in the middle of 
putting four kids through Graceland. 
We helped Chris a little bit. Kacey kind 
of did it herself but Bret and Brian we 
helped a little bit more. Putting people 
through Graceland is not easy. It’s very 
expensive. We were investing in apart-
ments. We were one of those who in-
vested and when the balloon hit and 
we had to pay the higher amount it was 
very difficult. We had money. We had 
tens of thousands of dollars at our dis-
posal at one point. It was ours. I don’t 
want to go into the details. Then the 
market crashed and our renters started 
leaving and taking with them rent they 
owed us and defaulting. Stuff start-
ed happening in the apartments and 
we had to fix things. We were losing 
money hand over fist and the value of 

a $400,000.00 apartment building all of 
a sudden became $220,000.00. We were 
under water by over a $100,000.00. Can 
you sell it? What do you do? Who do 
you trust? You go bankrupt, right? No, 
we said we made these deals and we will 
honor them. We will honor God and we 
will keep them. 
 Our positions in the Community 
of Christ were good positions. I was a 
Mission Center President. Deni had a 
good job in Kansas City. The church, 
God bless them, was moving a dif-
ferent direction and had been since 
2000 when they changed their name. 
I love all those people and the lead-
ers. I love every one of them. My feel-
ings toward them haven’t changed but 
as time passed, I knew that the church 
was going to go into another direction 
altogether different, which I thought 
was very difficult, and very dangerous 
if I may say. They were gambling, in 
my mind, the future of the church with 
an issue that had never worked. In the 
entire history of mankind homosexu-
ality has never worked in widespread 
acceptance. Go to the library and look 
it up. How many times do you think it 
has worked? Zero, but let’s race into it 
because it will work when we’re doing it 
is evidently the thinking.
 Any way we left the church’s em-
ployment, came up here and were go-
ing to live with Alan and Valle a little 
bit and start new positions which we 
had worked out. They were going to 
replace our income and we were going 
to be fine. Who do you trust? Then that 
company that we were going to work 
for went under. I won’t go into the de-
tails but all of a sudden what was over 
a half a million dollars to our favor and 
us making money and doing well col-
lapsed. We’re behind and we’re trying to 
catch up to what’s happening with rent-
ers that aren’t keeping their word. Our 
savings is depleted and we are now dip-
ping into credit cards. We’re jobless and 
homeless. Who do you trust? Come talk 
to me about who I trust. Do you know 
why Michael was talking about cove-
nants today? Do you know why that’s so 
important that we keep repeating these 
covenants?

It was in this congregation, amongst 
you. We found a place to lay our heads 
with a roof over us first at Valle and 
Alan’s and second at Kacey and Bryan’s, 
a place at a table where we could eat, a 
place where we could worship and love 
and be loved because we had nothing in 
the world of finance or assets, nothing.
 So whom can we trust? Matthew 
7:34-35 says, Therefore, whosoever 
heareth these sayings of mine and doeth 
them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 
who built his house upon a rock, and the 
rains descended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house, and it fell not; for it was founded 
upon a rock. And every one that heareth 
these sayings of mine, and doeth them 
not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, 
who built his house upon the sand; and 
the rains descended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house, and it fell; and great was the fall 
of it. You’ve heard that before. You have 
probably applied it in simple ways. It’s 
a pretty easy story or parable to under-
stand. But I want to ask you in the midst 
of this story I’m telling you, what’s the 
Lord’s plan? How is He responding to ev-
erything that’s occurring knowing what’s 
ahead. 
 A little bit later I am going to read 
a scripture out of Section 1 of the 
Doctrine and Covenants paragraph 4 
where the Lord says to Joseph, know-
ing the calamity that is about to come 
forth upon the face of the earth. Do 
you know what calamity means? Now 
there are people that think that you 
should not talk doom and gloom that 
we all need to be hopeful and faithful. I 
believe that. We should be hopeful and 
faithful. I think we should be the most 
hopeful and faithful people around but 
the Lord said knowing the calamity. 
Now what kind of a plan does He have 
because He knows this stuff is going to 
be occurring? No matter how sure you 
are or whatever faith you have in the in-
stitutions of man, here’s what the Lord 
is doing and has done from the very be-
ginning as Michael pointed out. 
 I am going to read a number of 
scriptures and I want you to pay atten-
tion. These are very old, ancient scrip-
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tures. These are things the Lord estab-
lished early on for our benefit. And it 
came to pass, that Enoch continued his 
cry unto the Lord, saying, I ask thee, O 
Lord, in the name of thine Only Begot-
ten, (He has seen and already talked with 
the Lord a bunch.) even Jesus Christ, that 
thou wilt have mercy upon Noah, and 
his seed, that the earth might never more 
be covered by the floods. And the Lord 
could not withhold; and he covenanted 
with Enoch, and sware unto him with an 
oath, that he would stay the floods; that 
he would call upon the children of Noah; 
and he sent forth an unalterable decree, 
(This is not an agreement. A decree is 
from the King.) that a remnant of his 
seed should always be found among all 
nations, while the earth should stand. 
 A little bit later in that same chap-
ter in Genesis 7:66 it says, And Enoch 
beheld the Son of Man ascend up unto 
the Father; and he called unto the Lord, 
saying, Wilt thou not come again upon 
the earth? (He’s talking about Jesus) for 
inasmuch as thou art God, and I know 
thee, and thou hast sworn unto me, and 
commanded me that I should ask in the 
name of thine Only Begotten; (This is still 
Enoch.) thou hast made me, and given 
unto me a right to thy throne, and not 
of myself, but through thine own grace; 
and wherefore I ask thee if thou wilt not 
come again on the earth? And the Lord 
said unto Enoch, As I live, even so will I 
come in the last days, in the days of wick-
edness and vengeance, to fulfill the oath 
which I made unto you concerning the 
children of Noah. (Genesis 7:66-67) This 
oath, these oaths, these covenants from 
the very beginning are the only hope we 
have. I can tell you this from my experi-
ence. 
 A little bit later in Genesis 7:69 
it says, And great tribulations shall be 
among the children of men, but my peo-
ple will I preserve; and righteousness will 
I send down out of heaven, and truth will 
I send forth out of the earth, to bear tes-
timony of mine Only Begotten; his resur-
rection from the dead; yea, and also the 
resurrection of all men. What truth is 
that? This is class time now. What truth 
is that coming forth out of the earth? It’s 
the Book of Mormon which came out 
of the earth. It was buried but it came 

out of the earth. It has the truth along 
with the righteousness that comes from 
heaven to bear testimony of mine Only 
Begotten; his resurrection from the dead; 
yea, and also the resurrection of all men. 
And righteousness and truth will I cause 
to sweep the earth as with a flood, to 
gather out mine own elect from the four 
quarters of the earth, unto a place which 
I shall prepare; an holy city, that my peo-
ple may gird up their loins, and be look-
ing forth for the time of my coming; for 
there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall 
be called Zion; a New Jerusalem. And the 
Lord said unto Enoch, Then shalt thou 
and all thy city meet them there; and we 
will receive them into our bosom; and 
they shall see us, and we will fall upon 
their necks, and they shall fall upon our 
necks, and we will kiss each other. (69) 
Do you know how many people hear 
this? Do you know how many people 
understand? 
 You see all of this is kind of woven 
together. The scriptures I am reading 
to you aren’t found in the other Bibles. 
They are not found in the King James. 
They are found in the Inspired Version. 
They are unique because God wants 
people to know about what He planned 
from the very beginning through these 
covenants and oaths that He’s making. 
How heaven can return to earth. 
 Genesis 9:17-25 says, And I will es-
tablish my covenant with you, which I 
made unto Enoch, concerning the rem-
nants of your posterity. And God made 
a covenant with Noah, and said, This 
shall be the token of the covenant I make 
between me and you, and for every liv-
ing creature with you, for perpetual gen-
erations; I will set my bow in the cloud; 
and it shall be for a token of a covenant 
between me and the earth. And it shall 
come to pass, when I bring a cloud over 
the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the 
cloud; and I will remember my covenant, 
which I have made between me and you, 
for every living creature of all flesh. And 
the waters shall no more become a flood 
to destroy all flesh.  And the bow shall be 
in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I 
may remember the everlasting covenant, 
which I made unto thy father Enoch; 
that, when men should keep all my com-
mandments, Zion should again come on 

the earth, the city of Enoch which I have 
caught up unto myself. And this is mine 
everlasting covenant, that when thy pos-
terity shall embrace the truth, and look 
upward, then shall Zion look downward, 
and all the heavens shall shake with 
gladness, and the earth shall tremble 
with joy; And the general assembly of the 
church of the firstborn shall come down 
out of heaven, and possess the earth, and 
shall have place until the end come. And 
this is mine everlasting covenant, which 
I made with thy father Enoch. And the 
bow shall be in the cloud, and I will es-
tablish my covenant unto thee, which I 
have made between me and thee, for ev-
ery living creature of all flesh that shall 
be upon the earth. And God said unto 
Noah, This is the token of the covenant 
which I have established between me and 
thee; for all flesh that shall be upon the 
earth. 
 Do you know how early Enoch and 
Noah were in the story? It’s already in 
motion, folks. The complete under-
standing and the picture that the Lord is 
trying to give us is amazing to me. From 
Jeremiah 31:33-34, But this shall be the 
covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, 
I will put my law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts; and will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 
And they shall teach no more every man 
his neighbor, and every man his brother, 
saying, Know the Lord; for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them unto the 
greatest of them, saith the Lord; for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remem-
ber their sin no more.

Hebrews 8:8-11 says, Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord, when I will make 
a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah; (This new 
covenant is a reflection of the old cov-
enant.) Not according to the covenant 
that I made with their fathers, in the day 
when I took them by the hand to lead 
them out of the land of Egypt; because 
they continued not in my covenant, and 
I regarded them not, saith the Lord. For 
this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, saith 
the Lord; I will put my laws into their 
mind, and write them in their hearts; 
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and I will be to them a God, and they 
shall be to me a people; And they shall 
not teach every man his neighbor, and 
every man his brother, saying, Know the 
Lord; for all shall know me, from the least 
to the greatest. Do you see the consis-
tency? Do you see how this wraps from 
generation to generation as the Lord is 
bringing this together? 
 Now I want you to understand how 
these covenants actually unite really in 
one. Section 1 of the Doctrine and Cov-
enants was really out of place in terms 
of the time. It should have been Section 
67 because it came in November of 1831 
but they were going to put it at the front 
of the Book of Commandments which 
didn’t get printed right then because the 
printing press was destroyed in Inde-
pendence. Nevertheless, this is Section 
1 of the Doctrine and Covenants vers-
es 4a-e. I want you to listen carefully 
here to what’s going on because it’s all 
coming together. Wherefore I the Lord, 
knowing the calamity which should come 
upon the inhabitants of the earth, called 
upon my servant Joseph Smith, Jr., and 
spake unto him from heaven, and gave 
him commandments, and also gave com-
mandments to others, that they should 
proclaim these things unto the world; and 
all this that it might be fulfilled, which 
was written by the prophets; the weak 
things of the world shall come forth and 
break down the mighty and strong ones, 
that man should not counsel his fellow 
man, neither trust in the arm of flesh, 
but that every man might speak in the 
name of God the Lord, even the Savior of 
the world; that faith also might increase 

in the earth; that mine everlasting cov-
enant might be established; that the full-
ness of my gospel might be proclaimed by 
the weak and the simple, unto the ends of 
the world, and before kings and rulers.  
 Now I’ve read a lot of scripture and 
that’s not necessarily a good idea when 
you are trying to listen to a sermon but 
it’s so important that you understand 
what I just read and how that comes 
together in an absolutely magnificent 
harmonious fashion. 
 The Book of Mormon and the full-
ness of the gospel are connected. Doc-
trine and Covenants 26:2a says, Behold, 
this is wisdom in me; wherefore marvel 
not, for the hour cometh that I will drink 
of the fruit of the vine with you on the 
earth, and with Moroni, whom I have 
sent unto you to reveal the Book of Mor-
mon, containing the fullness of my ever-
lasting gospel. Where is it found? In the 
Book of Mormon, a book today cast 
out, ridiculed, rejected but God will use 
the weak things of this world to bring it 
forward. 

So the fullness of the everlasting gos-
pel is found in the Book of Mormon. 
Now the fullness of the gospel and the 
covenant to restore Israel are linked. In 
Doctrine and Covenants 39:3e it says, 
Thou shalt preach the fullness of my gos-
pel which I have sent forth in these last 
days; the covenant which I have sent 
forth to recover my people, which are of 
the house of Israel. Do you see that con-
nection? Now the fullness of the gospel 
and the everlasting covenant are con-
nected in Section 108:11a of the Doc-

trine and Covenants. And for this cause, 
that men might be made partakers of the 
glories which were to be revealed, the 
Lord sent forth the fullness of his gospel, 
his everlasting covenant, reasoning in 
plainness and simplicity, to prepare the 
weak for those things which are coming 
on the earth.
 We are here to partake in the su-
preme intimacy and nature of the in-
vitation to partake in this His most 
holy of covenants. Do you understand 
what we are doing today? Doctrine and 
Covenants 1:4c-e is a chiasm. It starts 
out, wings in and wings back out. It’s 
a chiasm. Isn’t God brilliant? The weak 
things of the world shall come forth and 
break down the mighty and strong ones, 
that man should not counsel his fellow 
man, neither trust in the arm of flesh, 
but that every man might speak in the 
name of God the Lord, even the Savior 
of the world; again that faith also might 
increase in the earth; that mine everlast-
ing covenant might be established; again 
that the fullness of my gospel (the Book 
of Mormon and the covenant to restore 
Israel) might be proclaimed by the weak 
and the simple. . . 
 Do you understand what we have? 
This is unbelievably rare to be able 
to come to this table. The Lord Jesus 
Christ extends this ancient and power-
ful covenant to us here in this room at 
this time. There is a place prepared for 
each of us, a place to lay our head and 
rest in peace, a place with protection 
over us and a place at His table. Yea I 
will trust Him in all things forever and I 
pray you will too. 
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The night before Shirley Heater died, 
I laid in bed, and realized that I had 
not prayed for her as I had resolved to 
do.   She was special to my sister, so I 
had decided to include a short prayer 
for her.  Mrs. Heater was a recognized 
authority on Hebrew poetry and chi-
asms.  I did not know her, and would 
not have recognized her if I met her on 
the street.  
 When death approaches, I struggle 
with what to ask for.  My righteous-
ness is not at a plane that I can identify 
God’s will to ask for it.   As I lay in  bed, I 
started to pray for her, but in the drowsy 
state I was in, I found myself awaken-
ing and starting over… I attempted to 
pray for her again, and again, and again.  
This happened several times until I 
woke, once again starting off the prayer 
with “Our  Father who art in heaven” as 
I always do, but went on into the Lord’s 
prayer.  I thought it odd, and allowed 
myself to drift off to sleep. 
  When I awoke in the morning, 
I was excited. I had some very new 
epiphanies. I do not remember an-
gels or a dream teaching me, but I had 
strong impressions with concepts that 
were new to me.  I have a fertile imagi-
nation, so I started out to fact check  to 
see if what I had, was a foolish dream or 
a message for someone today . I would 
like to present to you the understanding 
I obtained that night, fleshed out in my 
own fallible but supporting words. 
 Let’s talk about the Lord’s prayer.  It 
can be found in the scriptures in three 
versions that are close but not identical.  
Matthew and Luke both recalled the 
same incident when the disciples asked 
Jesus to teach them to pray.  What they 
recorded was recalled and translated so 
came to us with variations.  Still their 
recall of a prayer from years before it 
was written, seems to be rather accu-
rate.  Better than I could remember a 

prayer from a year ago that someone 
else prayed.   The third version came 
from the third book of Nephi and either 
Jesus did not repeat the same prayer, 
or memory and translation caused 
differences.  Let’s examine it verse by 
verse. 
 It starts with, “Our Father who art 
in heaven”.  This is the same wording 
in all three references.  This is how I 
was taught by my Mother to start my 
prayers.
 Christ referred to God as His Fa-
ther. Culturally the Father was in 
charge of providing shelter, income, 
food, training, and safety.  God is in and 
through his entire creation, so super-
sedes our imagination of exactly what 
he looks like.  Joseph Smith saw him in 
a physical form, Michangelo depicted 
God as an aging super muscular man.  
God, our father, is in all His creation… 
from the tiniest electron to the largest 
galaxy.  Yet we are created in His image.  
Some cloud the analogy by fixating on 
God’s sex, claiming God is an intersex, 
or Mother- Father- God. God the cre-
ator probably does not have sex organs 
like people.   I take comfort in the anal-
ogy of God as a father, and understand 
that relationship better than the politi-
cally correct expansion of the analogy. 
 “Our Father who art”…“Art” is an 
old English verb that today means “be”.  
Our Father who “be” in heaven…awk-
ward…He is not only there but heaven 
is where He is .… Just as Celestial Glory, 
and Zion only exist with God.
 “Our Father who art in heaven.”  
“Heaven” is translated from the Greek 
“ouranos”.  It literally means firmament, 
an architectural term for arch, or “sky”.  
It has a physical definition with planets 
and stars, and the other spiritual. 
 In the spiritual ouranos, which is 
on a dimension or plane above ours.  
spirits and angels can move unimpeded 
by gravity.  The separation has been de-
scribed as a veil.  When we spiritually 
died as a people because of Adam’s dis-
obedience, we died to an awareness of 
the spiritual side.  We have been asked 

to pursue reunification.  Some people, 
like the brother of Jared, have been able 
to see the spiritual, with their physical 
eyes.  The shepherds at Christ’s birth saw  
angels and were “sore afraid”.  Young 
children with the gift are often able to 
sense the presence of angels in their 
room at night, and like the shepherds, 
are often afraid.  I as a parent turned 
on lights, and opened closet doors to 
demonstrate that what they sensed, was 
not reality.  We like to think of heaven 
within the bounds of our experience, 
as a far away exotic room or land, but I 
suspect it may be more.  Anyway, heav-
en is where God is.
 The next phrase is also exactly the 
same in all three of the records.  It is: 
“Hallowed be thy name”.
 “Hallowed” was translated from the 
Greek word, “hagiazo”. It can be also 
translated as: to make holy, consecrate, 
sanctify. I make holy, treat as holy, set 
apart as holy, hallow, or purify.  Unlike 
my early understanding, it does not 
mean its hollow like a log.  To hallow 
God, we recognize His power as creator, 
protector, teacher, and guide.  We then 
give him the glory for his power, recog-
nizing that we do not do it ourselves.
 Variations in the different versions 
then start to occur.  Matthew records: 
“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth, as it is done in heaven.’ Luke 
writes: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done as in heaven, so in earth”.   Instead 
of Thy will be done on earth as it is done 
in heaven, its now as done in heaven so 
in earth.  The phrasing means the same 
thing.  3 Nephi leaves out, “thy king-
dom come” and uses word order much 
like Matthew’s when written as “Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  
This omission would indicate that there 
is a redundancy that the writers of the 
Book of Mormon were aware of, so left 
out.   Indeed, “Thy kingdom come” can 
be restated as “Thy will be done” 
 The Kingdom is a spiritual condi-
tion where we have the Holy Spirit with 
us always.  Romans 14:17 says “For the 
kingdom of God is not meat and drink; 

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Elder Steven Smith

Lamoni, Iowa
 April 9, 2017
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but righteousness, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost.”  The Kingdom is not 
Zion… it is not the meat and drink, not 
the physical.  As the spiritual, the King-
dom becomes the “cause of Zion”.  Ga-
latians 5:22 -23 indicates that this righ-
teousness peace and joy is a part of the 
fruit of the Spirit.  
 Our communion prayer indicates 
that when we take His name upon us, 
remember Him, and keep His com-
mandments, we will have His Spirit 
to be with us always….with its fruit…
placing us in the kingdom.  Saying “Thy 
kingdom come”, and “Thy will be done” 
becomes a reiteration of the same idea.
 If we keep his commands, we are 
doing His will so his Kingdom exists,   
This is consistent with his teaching to 
seek the kingdom first as recorded in 
Matthew 6:38: Wherefore, seek not the 
things of this world but seek ye first to 
build up the kingdom of God, and to 
establish his righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you.  So, if 
His will is done, and we keep his com-
mands, we will be a part of the kingdom
 The next line: “Give us this day our 
daily bread” is in Matthew and Luke but 
absent in 3rd Nephi.  Notice that for the 
3rd time we mix our metaphors, so God 
is our Father; God is our King; and God 
is our shepherd. I think that the three 
metaphors are an attempt to expand our 
concept of God. 
 Psalms 23:1-6 The Lord is my shep-
herd; I shall not want.He maketh me to 
lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me 
beside the still waters. He restoreth my 
soul; he leadeth me in the paths of righ-
teousness for his name’s sake. Yea, though 
I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art 
with me; thy rod and thy staff they com-
fort me.Thou preparest a table before me 
in the presence of mine enemies; thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup run-
neth over. Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life; 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever.  
 Sheep are not reputed to be intelli-
gent.  They are dumb copycats.  A study 
of 100 sheep turned into a pasture saw 
that they ate until they were full, then 
laid down.  When researchers put an-

other 100 hungry sheep in with the sati-
ated sheep, those who had finished eat-
ing got up and ate again until the new 
group was full.  Sheep follow the shep-
herd who leads them to where they can 
find food every day.  The shepherd gives 
them their daily bread.
 The next phrase: “and forgive us 
our… “trespasses” in Mathew… “sins” 
in Luke… and “debts” in 3 Nephi. 
 Trespass is translated from the 
Greek noun “paraptóma” meaning a 
falling away, lapse, slip, false step, tres-
pass, sin.  In English jurisprudence tres-
pass includes acts such as rape and mur-
der.  Trespass is a serious sin.  
 Sin is the Latin for “not”.  It came 
from archery, where one would shoot 
at a 2 ½ inch brass disc, the size of an 
enucleated bull’s eyeball.  If you hit the 
“bulls eye”, you could hit the heart of 
game, and your family would eat.  If you 
missed it, that miss was referred to as a 
“sin”.  The wages of sin was death.  When 
aiming to keep God’s commands, and 
missing, we do not get to partake in the 
spiritual rewards, as we die spiritually.  

A debt is something owed.   Our sins 
affect others, and when we hurt them, 
we owe them.  Christ paid for all our 
sins, and when we go on and sin, we 
have reclaimed those sins and we owe 
a debt to God.  A debt is the result of 
a trespass and both are sins.  The dif-
ference in wording may be memory or 
translational differences.  
 When King James had the Bible 
translated, some of the previous literal 
translations were awkward when Greek 
syntax was applied to English text, so 
the translators attempted to create an 
English syntax, and create a more poetic 
flow to the reading.  The translators of 
Matthew and Luke were not necessarily 
the same folk.  Similar words may have 
been translated differently.
 The next phrase is written differ-
ently in each record, but evokes the 
same meaning. The references are: “As 
we forgive those who trespass against 
us”. Matthew…;” for we also forgive ev-
ery one who is indebted to us”. Luke:… 
“as we forgive our debtors.” 3 Nephi.  In 
essence, these are saying that we are for-
given in the same way, and to the same 

exact degree that we forgive others.  Is 
there someone that you still cannot for-
give?  Then repent, for your forgiveness 
is in peril.  When we recite the Lord’s 
prayer, we are asking for no more for-
giveness than we are willing to give oth-
ers.
 Now I diverge for a moment to de-
velop an idea.  Lets go back to the shep-
herd analogy of God.  The shepherd at-
tempts to take sheep to pastures of good 
food and safe water.  In these pastures 
are sometimes greens that dumb sheep 
will readily eat, that are poisonous.  I 
have compiled a slide of 24 plants that 
are poisonous to sheep.  There are more, 
but I have no room on the slide, and I 
was unable to find pictures of some 
plants on the internet.  Among these 
plants are: arrowgrass, dogbane, milk-
weed, locoweed, cabbage, St. Johns wart, 
flax, lambs quarters, snakeroot, spurges, 
laurel, sage, sweet peas, cherries, fern, 
birdsfoot trefoil, oleander, pokeweed, 
locust, dock, ragwort, nightshade, pota-
toes, and horse brush.  If a sheep is led 
to these plants, they will eat them… and 
get sick or die.
 For example, if a sheep bites into 
the desert plant called locoweed, it is 
initially found to be unpalatable…But 
will be eaten if other food is not avail-
able.  Like any addictive drug,  Once it 
is eaten sheep will seek it out and eat it 
exclusively. High levels of barium, Se-
lenium, and an alkaloid called lococin 
cause irreversible brain damage.   Sheep 
get an eratic gait, hold their head high, 
act nervous, become stiff and uncoor-
dinated, loose sense of direction and 
herding instinct, loose weight, become 
weak, and die of dehydration and star-
vation.  
 A good shepherd will not lead his 
sheep into a field with locoweed, be-
cause the temptation is too great.  If 
he catches a sheep eating locoweed, he 
must remove the temptation, and de-
liver the sheep from evil, cold turkey. 
 The next phrase returns to the good 
shepherd analogy.  Again differences 
exist.  The next phrase is…”And suffer 
us not to be led into temptation, but de-
liver us from evil”,  Matthew;…And let 
us not be led unto temptation; but de-
liver us from evil”; Luke …”And lead us 
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not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.” 3 Nephi.  We could rephrase this 
using the locoweed, and say “Let us not 
be led into the locoweed, and deliver us 
out of the locoweed if we get into it.” 
 We now change back to the king 
analogy.  All three sources say: “For 
thine is the kingdom”.  We acknowledge 
that God is the king. As the king, he is 
the leader (executive branch);he is the 
lawgiver (senate and house); and the 
supreme court judge. Those who submit 
by doing his will, are in the spiritual en-
tity we call the kingdom.
 The next phrase varies between ver-
sions.  They include: “And the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever”. Mat-
thew…”and power.” Luke… “and the 
power, and the glory, for ever”. 3 Nephi.  
We hallow God’s name when we recog-
nize his power, and give him the glory.  
This part of the prayer specifically ver-
balizes that.
 The last phrase of the prayer is 
Amen.  Amen is a Greek adverb, pro-
nounced (Ah- mane).  Amen means 
“truly”.  Before we swore over a bible in 
court, one testifying in Greek jurispru-
dence would “swear” covering their tes-
ticles, with the penalty of loosing them if 
their testimony was false. (women were 
not allowed to testify). Christ prayed in 
Hebrew where the ending to a prayer 
was “Yah”…a noun which was the name 
of God.  The different cultures used dif-
ferent endings for prayer changing from 
the Hebrew noun to what we have today 
as the Greek adverb. 
 The Lord’s prayer, presented in this 
way is a form of classic Hebrew poetry 
called a chiasm. Lets look at Matthew 
6:10-15.  Lets read it together.

(a) Our Father who art in heaven
   (b) Hallowed be thy name.
     c)Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is done in heaven.
         (d) Give us this day, our daily bread.
               (e) And forgive us our trespasses, 
              (e’)As we forgive those who tres-
pass against us.
        (d’) And suffer us not to be led into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
     c’) For thine is the kingdom 
  (b’)And the power, and the glory, for-
ever and ever. 

(a’)Amen.

 The first theme (a and a’) is God is 
the beginning and end, the alpha and 
omega. God is our Father in Heaven 
and Yaw (our God)…. and we are not 
going to lie about it.
 The second theme (b and b’) is that 
God is hallowed by our recognition of 
his power and we glorify him for that 
power.  
 The third theme (c and c’) is the 
kingdom.  This uses the analogy that 
God is the king.  God’s kingdom ex-
ists with Him in heaven as a spiritual 
condition where his will is done.  Our 
response is to follow his will, so his 
kingdom is established on earth.  We 
recognize that we do not make the rules.  
The kingdom belongs to God.  This is 
an important concept as it is mentioned 
first after acknowledging God and our 
offering to hallow Him.

The fourth theme deals with God 
supplying our physical needs.  It uses 
the analogy that God is a shepherd.  
We recognize that he supplies all of our 
needs.  He leads us to our daily bread 
and our physical food.  It is God who 
leads us away from temptation, and res-
cues us from the temptations that we do 
get into.  
 The central theme of this chiasm 
is forgiveness.   I understand that the 
central theme of a chiasm is the most 
important.  Christ reiterated this im-
portance in Matthew, by talking further 
about forgiveness immediately after the 
prayer.  
 Matthew 6:16 For if ye forgive men 
their trespasses, who trespass against you, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you; but if ye forgive not men their tres-
passes, neither will your heavenly Father 
forgive you your trespasses.
      We ask for forgiveness and will re-
ceive it as long as we practice it… to the 
same degree that we practice it.  For-
giveness is the healing of the Spirit.  We 
cannot reap the blessings of the prom-
ises that we have until, we have repented 
and are forgiven.  We cannot be forgiven 
until we forgive others fully  Repentance 
tied to forgiveness makes all the bless-
ing of repentance possible. Forgiveness 

is spiritual healing,  Without forgiveness 
healing our Spirit, we cannot accept the 
blessings of the Spirit.  It allows us to 
have the Holy Spirit within us as a tool 
to build God’s Kingdom.
 The Lord’s prayer is a chiasm.  It 
depicts God as a Father, a King, and a 
Shepherd.  It asks us to hallow God’s 
name, seek his Kingdom by doing his 
will, and accept God as our provider and 
protector.  Finally it identifies forgive-
ness from God to be tied to our forgive-
ness of others.  Forgiveness becomes the 
key to allowing God to be our shepherd, 
king, and father.   Let us seek our God, 
father, King, and Shepherd, by healing 
our souls with forgiveness.

Steve Smith
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OUR OWN ROAD 
TO EMMAUS

Evangelist Ron Smith
Lamoni, Iowa

April 16, 2017
 For a scripture reading, Brother 
Smith read from Luke 24:1-8. Now upon 
the first day of the week, very early in the 
morning, the women came unto the sep-
ulcher, bringing the spices which they had 
prepared, and certain others with them. 
And they found the stone rolled away 
from the sepulcher, and two angels stand-
ing by it in shining garments. And they 
entered into the sepulcher, and not find-
ing the body of the Lord Jesus, they were 
much perplexed thereabout; And were 
affrighted, and bowed down their faces 
to the earth. But behold the angels said 
unto them, Why seek ye the living among 
the dead? He is not here, but is risen. Re-
member how he spake unto you when 
he was yet in Galilee, Saying, The Son 
of Man must be delivered into the hands 
of sinful men, and be crucified, and the 
third day rise again? And they remem-
bered his words, And returned from the 
sepulcher, and told all these things unto 
the eleven, and to all the rest. 

A few years ago one of my students 
from Eastern Europe invited me to a 
Greek Orthodox church in Kansas City, 
so I went with him to the to the Easter 
celebration. It was a little bit different 
than our celebration. Everybody stood 
during the service. They believe that sit-
ting in comfortable chairs is not com-
patible with worshiping the Lord, and 
the there were some other things that 
were a little bit different from our ser-
vices. But they did one thing that I re-
ally really enjoyed. When they greeted 
each other after the service, one person 
would say, “Christ is risen!” and the oth-
er person would respond, “He is risen 
indeed!”  
 That affirmation is at the heart of 

our faith. Paul says if Christ wasn’t risen 
then everything we believe is just non-
sense. But Jesus did rise from the dead, 
Paul bore the testimony that he saw Je-
sus. If you believe that Christ is risen, 
I would like you to turn to somebody 
next to you right now and say, “Christ is 
risen!” and the other person can say “He 
is risen indeed!”  You can do it more 
than once if you want to. 
 Now that you have had the oppor-
tunity to share that affirmation, you 
don’t have to stop just because we are 
going on with the service.  Afterwards, 
if you’d like to tell someone that Christ 
is risen, just do it.
 There are a couple things that have 
influenced the message that I have for 
you this morning. When I was asked a 
long time ago to preach on Easter Sun-
day, almost the first thing that came to 
mind was the story of the road to Em-
maus, which is in Luke the 24th chapter, 
just after the passage that I already read 
to you. Then yesterday the Lion’s Club 
had a pancake breakfast at the Lamoni 
high school, and I met a minister who 
was going to preach today. So I asked 
him what he was going to preach about. 
He rattled off a whole bunch of spec-
tacular things that he was going to do, 
and it sounded really neat.  But then he 
said,” I’ve always had a little trouble with 
the atonement. I don’t really understand 
it.”  And I was thinking, wow that is at 
the very heart of why we are here.  
 As he was talking, I was thinking 
that all of these would be wonderful 
things to say and do. Then I thought 
that maybe we should talk about the 
atonement, and why Jesus had to die in 
the first place. So here is my plan.  First, 
I am going to read to you the story of 
the disciples on the road to Emmaus.  I 
know most of you have heard this story 
before, but I won’t do a Sherm Phipps 
and apologize for it.  I am going to just 

do it.  I want to spend a little time talk-
ing about the story itself, and then I 
want to talk about the atonement.  Fi-
nally I would like to compare the story 
to our lives today.
 So let me continue reading from 
Luke the 24th chapter verses 9-42.  You 
remember these women went to the 
tomb and they found it empty and were 
afraid. The Angels said, “He is alive.” 
So the women came back and told the 
rest. I will start reading with verse 9.  It 
was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and 
Mary the mother of James, and other 
women who were with them, who told 
these things unto the apostles. And their 
words seemed to them as idle tales, and 
they believed them not. Then arose Peter, 
and ran unto the sepulcher and went in, 
and he beheld the linen clothes laid by 
themselves; and he departed, wonder-
ing in himself at that which was come to 
pass. And behold, two of them went that 
same day to a village called Emmaus, 
which was from Jerusalem three-score 
furlongs. (A furlong is 1/8 of a mile, so 
that’s about 7 and a half miles.) And they 
talked together of all these things which 
had happened. And it came to pass,that 
while they communed together, and rea-
soned, Jesus himself drew near, and went 
with them. But their eyes were holden, or 
covered, that they could not know him.  
And he said unto them, What manner of 
communications are these which ye have 
one with another, as ye walk and are 
sad? And one of them, whose name was 
Cleopas, answering, said unto him, Art 
thou a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast 
not known the things which are come 
to pass there in these days? And he said 
unto them, What things? And they said 
unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people; And 
how the chief priests and our rulers deliv-
ered him to be condemned to death, and 
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have crucified him. But we trusted that it 
had been he who should have redeemed 
Israel. And besides all this, to-day is the 
third day since these things were done; 
Yea, and certain women also of our com-
pany made us astonished, who were early 
at the sepulcher; And when they found 
not his body, they came, saying, that they 
had also seen a vision of angels, who said 
that he was alive. And certain of them 
who were with us, went to the sepulcher, 
and found it even so as the women had 
said; but him they saw not.
 Then he said unto them, O fools, 
and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! Ought not Christ 
to have suffered these things, and to en-
ter into his glory? And beginning at Mo-
ses and all the prophets, he expounded 
unto them in all the scriptures the things 
concerning himself. And they drew nigh 
unto the village whither they went; and 
he made as though he would have gone 
farther. But they constrained him, saying, 
Abide with us; for it is toward evening, 
and the day is far spent. And he went in 
to tarry with them. And it came to pass, 
as he sat at meat with them, he took 
bread, and blessed, and brake, and gave 
to them. And their eyes were opened, and 
they knew him; and he was taken up out 
of their sight. And they said one to an-
other, Did not our hearts burn within us, 
while he talked with us by the way, and 
while he opened to us the scriptures? And 
they rose up the same hour and returned 
to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gath-
ered together, and those who were with 
them, Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, 
and hath appeared to Simon. 
 And they told what things they saw 
and heard in the way, and how he was 
known to them, in breaking of bread. 
And as they thus spake, Jesus himself 
stood in the midst of them, and said unto 
them, Peace be unto you. But they were 
terrified and affrighted, and supposed 
that they had seen a spirit. And he said 
unto them, Why are you troubled, and 
why do thoughts arise in your hearts? Be-
hold my hands and my feet, that it is I, 
myself. Handle me, and see; for a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, as you see 
me have. When he had thus spoken, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. And 
while they yet wondered and believed not 

for joy, he said unto them, Have ye here 
any meat? And they gave him a piece of 
a broiled fish, and a honey comb. And he 
took it and did eat before them.
 There is more in this chapter, but we 
read the part of the story that I want talk 
about. I was trying to find out if there 
was anything else recorded about the 
two disciples who were going to Em-
maus.  It turns out that there is lots of 
speculation about this since the Bible 
does not give any definitive identifica-
tion of the second disciple.  But the his-
torian Eusebius quotes a man named 
Hegessipus, who wrote about 130 A. D., 
that Cleopus was a brother to Joseph, 
the earthly father of Jesus. If that is true, 
then Jesus was Cleopus’ nephew, and 
that makes it all the more interesting 
that Cleopus and the other disciple did 
not recognize Jesus when He first joined 
them in their walk.  I wondered how 
you could speak with a close relative 
on a seven mile walk and not recognize 
him.  

The second disciple may well have 
been Cleopus’ wife. She is identified in 
John 19:25 as Mary, the wife of Cleo-
pas. In any case, these two disciples had 
heard that Jesus was raised from the 
dead. They had heard the stories, but 
they were among the ones who believed 
that the reports were just idle tales. They 
said that Peter hadn’t really seen Jesus. 
They probably figured that Peter just 
thought Jesus was raised from the dead. 
And so they had left Jerusalem and tak-
en their journey to Emmaus.  
 They had probably come to Jeru-
salem the week before for the Passover. 
Can you imagine the amazement and 
the excitement when they saw Lazarus, 
who had been raised from the dead by 
Jesus? And the scripture says that they 
believed that Jesus was the one who 
was going to finally redeem Israel. But 
then He died, and they were devastated.  
Now the Scripture says that Mary was at 
the cross, so she would have seen them 
drive the nails into Jesus’ hands and feet. 
She would have seen them pierce his 
side with the spear. And it is very likely 
that she was one of the women who fol-
lowed Joseph of Arimathea when he 
took the body and laid it in the tomb. 

The women looked at where his body 
was and then they went home because 
it was the Sabbath. 
 They had to rest on the Sabbath, so 
they didn’t come until the first of the 
week to take care of Jesus’ body. This 
Mary was not one of the ones who came 
to the tomb on the day of resurrection, 
but she was one who listened to the re-
ports and didn’t believe. Whoever they 
were, Cleopus and the other disciple 
were convinced that Jesus was dead. 
 I have wondered why they didn’t 
recognize Jesus. I watched a show called 
“Mind Games” on Netflix, and they 
demonstrate that your perception can 
be fooled rather easily.  To illustrate this 
point, they did some amazing demon-
strations. For example, there were some 
dancers dancing on a stage, and they 
asked you to count how many times a 
particular dancer jumped. It was not a 
hard task. When the short dance was 
done, they asked, “Did you see the rab-
bit?”  
 Well no, I did not see the rab-
bit.  So they showed the clip again, and 
there was a person in a big rabbit cos-
tume with huge floppy ears who walked 
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across the stage during the dance. And 
most people missed it because that was 
not what they were thinking was sup-
posed to happen. I can imagine if I had 
seen Jesus dead and knew He was dead 
the way Mary knew He was dead, and 
somebody walked up to me, I would not 
be thinking, “Oh, that’s probably Jesus.” 
Instead, my brain would probably say, “I 
don’t know this person.”   
 For the two disciples on the road to 
Emmaus, their sadness at Jesus’ pass-
ing made them so they were not able to 
recognize Him at all, and they confided 
in Him that this was the one who we 
thought would have redeemed Israel. 
They did not recognize that Jesus had 
redeemed Israel.  It just was not the way 
that they thought that it was going to 
happen.  
 So Jesus took the time to open the 
Scriptures to their understanding. He 
started with Moses and the prophets, 
and He showed them that the Scriptures 
had always said that Jesus would be cru-
cified. King David had described in the 
Psalms. They said He would be cruci-
fied, and that they would not break any 
of His bones, but they would pierce Him 
with the spear. They prophesied that 
those who crucified Jesus would gamble 
for His garments. They told that Jesus 
would die and that He would rise again 
the third day.  But the disciples did not 
understand that before Jesus explained 
it to them. I can understand why. 
 The resurrection is a fantastic story, 
and it would be nearly impossible to 
believe until after it happened. So Je-
sus walked with them and opened their 
understanding. When it came time to 
eat, He broke bread then blessed it, and 
when that happened, they recognized 
Him and He was taken up out of their 
sight. So what did they do?  
 It was evening and they were tired 
because they had walked the 7 1/2 
miles to Emmaus, but I can just hear 
them saying, “We have to tell the oth-
ers!”  So they walked that very night all 
the way back to Jerusalem. It was dark, 
and when they arrived, they found the 
11, and they told them.  And then Jesus 
appeared in the room.  And of course 
everybody was frightened again.  If you 
believed that He was dead and appeared 

to you, you would probably be fright-
ened too. They thought He was a spirit, 
but He said, “Look, spirits don’t have 
flesh and bones like I have. Come and 
feel the prints of the nails in my hand 
and in my feet.  Put your fingers into the 
wound in my side, and give me some-
thing to eat.”  
 So they gave Jesus some food and 
He actually ate it. Rob Rolfe says he ap-
preciates the fact that Jesus ate food, be-
cause he knows that after we are resur-
rected, we will still be able to eat!
 Now this is a story with people 
who did not believe that Jesus was res-
urrected, but once they saw Him, they 
believed, and what’s more important 
is that the eyes of their understand-
ings were opened. They understood the 
Scriptures in a new way.  I think that has 
something to say to us today.
 Now I want to talk about why Jesus 
had to die. When I was growing up, I 
heard several theories about that. No 
doubt you have heard the same theo-
ries. Some say that God needed some-
body to die so that ... well I’m not going 
to tell other people’s theories. It might 
be yours and you might be offended if I 
told it. I am not trying to say that some 
other theory is not correct, but I’d like 
to share with you what I believe about 
the atonement. The scriptures we have 
help us to understand that in a way that 
perhaps other people do not.  
 To understand why Jesus had to 
die, we need to go back to the story of 
the creation. In the beginning of this 
heaven and this earth (according to the 
Doctrine and Covenants), Adam and 
Eve were created and they were put in 
a garden. When they were created, they 
had bodies like you and I have bodies, 
and they had spirits like you and I have 
spirits, but there was something differ-
ent about them--something very differ-
ent about them and the way that they 
perceived their spirits and their bodies. 
For one thing, they were walking and 
talking with God all the time, and that’s 
not something that you and I do, or at 
least I don’t feel like I am in touch with 
God in that same way, so that whenev-
er they spoke, God was there speaking 
back to them.  But they also were naked 

and were not ashamed.  
 Now if I came here naked you’d 
probably notice. But Adam and Eve 
were clothed with the glory of God. 
Somehow they perceived their spirits in 
a different way than we do.  Now God 
had made two trees in the garden. One 
of them was the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. It was a fruit tree, but 
God told Adam and Eve that they should 
not partake of that tree--they shouldn’t 
even touch the fruit--because, He said, 
“In the day that you do, you shall surely 
die.”  
 Now Satan came along and said, 
“Well, God did not really tell you the 
whole truth. You will not really die, but 
what is going to happen is that your eyes 
are going to be open, and you will under-
stand good and evil like God does. You 
will be just like God.” And who would 
not want to be just like God? And when 
Eve found that the fruit tasted good she 
said, “Hey Adam, have some!” Now the 
Scriptures tell us that Adam was not 
deceived, but he went ahead and par-
took of the fruit willfully, and he went 
against the commandment of God. Now 
they did not fall over dead like Jesus was 
dead, but God had said that in the day 
that they do that they would die. 
 Some people say that they died 
within the thousand years and that was 
a day with God. That might be the case, 
but I believe what happened was that 
that there was a change made in their 
spiritual existence. They became aware 
of their bodies and not aware of their 
spirits in the same way that you and I 
are aware of our bodies and not of our 
spirits. We are carnal, sensual, and dev-
ilish. 
 The Scriptures say that first of all 
they noticed that they were naked. So 
the first thing they tried to do was to 
cover themselves. Then they tried to 
hide from God, if you can imagine that. 
And God with a little bit of sense of hu-
mor says, “Who told you were naked? 
Did you eat of that fruit that I told you 
not to?” And of course Adam said, “Well 
it wasn’t my fault. It was her fault.” And 
she said, “Well, it wasn’t my fault, it was 
the Devil’s fault.” And God said, “Well 
it doesn’t matter whose fault it was, but 
that it was done.” 
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 Now there was another tree in the 
garden called the tree of life. This tree 
of life is said to be in the midst of the 
paradise of God these days. And the 
scriptures say that that if Adam and Eve 
had eaten of that tree, they would have 
lived for ever, and they would never 
have had the opportunity to be in touch 
with God and with their spiritual selves 
again. They would have remained car-
nal, sensual, and devilish forever. And 
so, God, in His mercy, put them out of 
the garden and said you will have to till 
the earth and live by the sweat of your 
brow, and you will die. But He also gave 
them laws to obey. 
 Now we understand laws, but we 
make a distinction between physical 
laws and spiritual laws.  An example of 
a physical law would be the law of grav-
ity. If I go to the edge of a cliff and jump 
off, what will happen? I am going to fall 
and die, or least get hurt. Now that will 
happen and I do not say, “Lord, forgive 
me for jumping off the cliff.” If that hap-
pens, we hurt, and we have to heal.  So 
God doesn’t say, “Thou shalt not jump 
off a cliff,” because we understand that. 
It is a physical law.  
 God does not say, “Thou shall not 
pull your arm off.” We understand that 
if we pull our arm off, it is going to hurt. 
But He did say, “Thou shall not lie; thou 
shalt not steal; thou shalt not bear false 
witness.” Why was that? Doesn’t lying 
help us out a little bit? Aren’t there some 
occasions when it helps to tell a little 
white lie? Some people think so. A lot 
of people think so. In fact, most people 
think so, and in fact, probably most of 
us have done it sometime or other. And 
it is because we are not aware of the con-
sequence to our spirit. 
 I believe these laws were given to 
guard our spirits, not our bodies. God 
was trying to help us to understand that 
when we lie our spirits suffer. When we 
commit adultery, it is like tearing our 
arms off. The scripture says, what God 
has put together, let no man tear asun-
der.  When we do these things, there is 
damage to our spirits. But it’s like when 
you go to the dentist and you get Novo-
cain in your jaw and it goes to sleep and 
you can’t feel it--you’ve all been there--
and the dentist can drill into your tooth 

and even pull it out. They can do all 
kinds of damage to you and you are not 
aware of it. 
 I used to be fascinated by the pic-
tures of leper colonies. You see people 
without their noses or without their ears 
or fingers. And it wasn’t that leprosy de-
stroyed their noses or their ears or their 
fingers or toes. It is just that leprosy de-
stroys the nerves so you can’t feel those 
parts of your body. Then they get infect-
ed, and you don’t know it. You can do all 
kinds of damage to yourself and not be 
aware of it, because you cannot feel it. 
I know a little bit about that because of 
my leg. 
 I have a neuropathy and I don’t 
feel very much. You could stick a pin 
into the top of my foot and I probably 
wouldn’t feel it. I might feel some pres-
sure, but I would not know where the 
pin was. I know it sounds bizarre, but it 
is true. And when we are not aware of 
things, we can do lots of damage. 

Now we have been given this time on 
the earth to not be aware of our spiri-
tual damage so that we have a choice-
-so that we can choose. Alma, the son 
of Alma in the Book of Mormon, tells 
about the time when he was out of it 
for those three days. He said, “I felt the 
pains of hell.” And he talks about that 
pain being caused by having a perfect 
remembrance of all of his guilt. 
 You see, God is not bound by time, 
and I don’t have time to expound on 
this too much, but if you look at the sun 
today you do not see what was happen-
ing right now.  Rather, you see what was 
happening nine minutes before when 
the light came from the sun.  It takes 
nine minutes for the light to get here 
from the sun.  If you look at the stars, 
you will see what happened thousands 
of years ago.  Now if God is everywhere, 
He can see everything.  He can look at us 
right now, and see everything we’ve ever 
done. It is all present with him. And the 
Scriptures tell us that the time will come 
when we will know as we are known. 
Somehow, when time is no longer, in 
some sense all of us will be there--the 
whole thing--everything we have ever 
done will be there, and we will have a 
perfect remembrance of our guilt. And 

Alma said it was so exquisitely painful!  
 We are wired so when we feel pain 
that is all we can think about, right? If it 
is really painful, all you can do is think 
about the pain. God does not want that 
to happen to us. He says, I will let you 
live forever. I don’t want you to be in 
that miserable state, and so He sent His 
Son. And according to the Scriptures, 
God put on Him the iniquity of us all. I 
believe what that means is that Jesus, if 
we let Him, will take the spiritual dam-
age, and He does the dying, so that we 
don’t have to. 
 It is like if you were about to tear off 
your arm, and He puts his arm there in-
stead, so that you can keep yours. It is 
like if we were going to cut off our fin-
ger, and He puts His finger in its place.  
He died spiritually so that we might live. 
 I think that’s what the atonement is 
about. I can’t prove that to you, but to 
me it makes sense. Listen to Isaiah the 
53rd chapter. Who hath believed our re-
port? and to whom is the arm of the Lord 
revealed? For he shall grow up before him 
as a tender plant, and as a root out of a 
dry ground; Isaiah is talking about Jesus 
here. He hath no form nor comeliness; 
and when we shall see him, there is no 
beauty that we should desire him. Why 
is Jesus going to be ugly? It is because we 
are going to be aware of his spirit, and we 
are going to see the damage that we have 
done. He is despised and rejected of men; 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief; and we hid as it were our faces from 
him; he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, 
and carried our sorrows; yet we did es-
teem him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted.  But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities; the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we 
are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.
 God has laid on Jesus the iniquity of 
us all.  I believe that this is talking about 
the spiritual damage that we have done.  
We have gone from the time that we 
were born until the time we die man-
gling our spirits because we like sin--we 
enjoy it--it feels good.  But Jesus says if 
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you will come to me--if you will repent 
of your sins--if you will be born again, I 
will take all of your sins and all of your 
sorrows, and all of your griefs, and I will 
do the dying. 
 He was oppressed, and he was af-
flicted, Now I am going to skip a little bit 
to verse 9.  He made his grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his death; 
because he had done no violence, neither 
was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it pleased 
the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him 
to grief; when thou shalt make his soul 
an offering for sin... God made His soul 
the offering for our sin.  Why did Jesus 
have to die?  He did not have to die.  He 
could have just lived. He could have just 
left us so that when that time comes that 
we have that perfect remembrance we 
would all shrink from His presence. But 
He loved us so much that He sent His 
Son that whosoever believeth on Him 
should not perish but have everlasting 
life. 
 Now I would like to compare the 
road to Emmaus to our life today for a 
little bit. This is straying a little far from 
the Easter message but it is connected I 
think. The church has been likened to 
the body of Christ. When I was young, 
I believed that I was in the true Church 
of Jesus Christ.  It was called the Reor-
ganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints. I believed that that was the 
church that was going to bring about 
Zion. That church has been shattered, 
and scattered, and broken, and I’ve done 
some mourning, kind of like those peo-
ple on the road to Emmaus. 
 I had believed that the church was 
the means of our salvation, just like they 
believed that Jesus was going to throw 
off the Roman Empire and redeem Is-
rael. But God had another plan and I’m 
hoping--because I believe that we are 
in the time that all of the prophets have 
talked about--I’m hoping that I can un-
derstand the scriptures a little bit dif-
ferently, and understand what it is that 
God has planned.  
 I know that I’ve come to understand 
Doctrine and Covenants 3:16 very 
much differently. It says, Behold, this is 
my doctrine: Whosoever repenteth and 
cometh unto me, the same is my church; 
whosoever declareth more or less than 

the Desire of all nations shall come; and 
I will fill this house with glory, saith the 
Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the 
gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts. The 
glory of this latter house shall be great-
er than of the former, saith the Lord of 
hosts; and in this place will I give peace, 
saith the Lord of hosts.
 Do you hear the word of the Lord 
today? The glory of this house will be 
greater than the glory of the former. 
Continuing in verse 19, we read: Is the 
seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, 
and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, 
and the olive tree, hath not brought forth; 
from this day will I bless you. And again 
the word of the Lord came unto Haggai in 
the four and twentieth day of the month, 
saying, Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of 
Judah, saying, I will shake the heavens 
and the earth; And I will overthrow the 
throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the 
strength of the kingdoms of the heathen; 
and I will overthrow the chariots, and 
those that ride in them; and the horses 
and their riders shall come down, every 
one by the sword of his brother.  In that 
day, saith the Lord of hosts, will I take 
thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son 
of Shealtiel, saith the Lord, and will make 
thee as a signet; for I have chosen thee, 
saith the Lord of hosts.
 The Lord of hosts has chosen you, 
and he is saying that he will make you a 
signet if you will let him. And if we can 
have our eyes opened like those people 
who were on the road to Emmaus, we 
will see Jesus. And I believe that He is 
doing a marvelous work, and that in 
spite of the difficulties that we have seen 
the last few years that the time is come. 
God is saying rise up and work because 
I will be with you. That is the message 
of Easter: Jesus is still alive!  He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! And He is doing his 
work and will continue to do the work 
of gathering the House of Israel and to 
bring about his purposes in your life. 
May God bless you. 
 He is risen indeed!
. 
 

this, the same is not of me, but is against 
me; therefore, he is not of my church. 
 I have come to see the church as 
those who repent and come to him. And 
yes, the church is bleeding and broken 
and scattered and all of those things, but 
there is some indication in the Scrip-
tures that the church will live again, and 
that great things will happen. In recent 
days the Lord promised that he is get-
ting ready to do a marvelous work. And 
brother Sherm brought my attention to 
Haggai the second chapter. Of course 
this is from a different time and this is 
a different people and different circum-
stances. But I believe that this speaks to 
our time right now as well. 

This is Haggai chapter 2:  In the sev-
enth month, in the one and twentieth day 
of the month, came the word of the Lord 
by the prophet Haggai, saying, Speak 
now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son 
of Josedech, the high priest, and to the 
residue of the people, This was a time 
when they had just come back out of slav-
ery in Babylon after 70 years. They had 
been sent back to build the temple and 
to restore Jerusalem because of what the 
Lord had done, and the Lord says Who 
is left among you that saw this house in 
her first glory? and how do ye see it now? 
is it not in your eyes in comparison of it 
as nothing?
 None of those people had seen the 
house of the Lord in its full glory. This 
was 70 years after they had left Jerusa-
lem. None of those people had known 
what the temple was like. They had 
heard of the glory but they hadn’t seen 
it. The Lord said it does not look like 
anything right now, and I would say 
the Restoration churches are about in 
that same position. It looks like nothing 
right now. 
 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, 
saith the Lord; and be strong, O Joshua, 
son of Josedech, the high priest; and be 
strong, all ye people of the land, saith the 
Lord, and work; for I am with you, saith 
the Lord of hosts; ... fear ye not. For thus 
saith the Lord of hosts; Yet once, it is a 
little while, and I will shake the heavens, 
and the earth, and the sea, and the dry 
land; And I will shake all nations, and 
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DO WE NEED
A WAKEUP CALL?

 Priest Jim Barber opened the ser-
vice with a call to worship from Psalms 
118:24. This is the day which the Lord 
hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in 
it.
 Priest Rodney Bastow used John 
14:12-17 as his scripture reading. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, He that believeth 
on me, the works that I do shall he do 
also; and greater works than these shall 
he do; because I go unto my Father. And 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that 
will I do, that the Father may be glori-
fied in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing 
in my name, I will do it. If ye love me, 
keep my commandments. And I will pray 
the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you 
forever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom 
the world cannot receive, because it seeth 
him not, neither knoweth him; but ye 
know him; for he dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you.

This probably sounds funny coming 
from me, and I don’t know if you will 
believe it or not, but I enjoy speaking! 
When the Holy Spirit comes over you 
and the words form in your mind there’s 
nothing quite like it. It’s a great experi-
ence and I really enjoy it. 
 I keep having this recurring dream. 
I’m teaching this class. Things are go-
ing well and I’m enjoying being back in 
the classroom again but it comes time 
to check some papers and I can’t find 
the answer key. I don’t know what to 
do. I’m searching frantically and I’m at 
a loss. I can’t think what to say. The kids 
start getting antsy and they get difficult 
to control and you feel like you’re los-
ing it. It’s a terrible feeling but that’s my 
fear each time I’m scheduled to speak. 

I t takes a lot of faith for me to stand 
up here and speak. I have to trust in the 
Lord. I know what I want to say. I can’t 
tell you how many times the words that 
I’m going to try to deliver this morning 
have gone through my mind in the last 
couple of weeks. Unless the Spirit rests 
upon me I can’t say those words. My 
mind goes blank. Thank you for your 
prayers this morning that I will say what 
God wants me to say and that we will be 
blessed by His Spirit.
 I have discovered this winter, I hate 
to admit this in front of Sherman, I 
might be getting old. Each day I seem 
to find a new ache or a new pain. I really 
wish now when my Dad was alive that 
I would have been more sympathetic to 
him because I really didn’t understand 
what he was going through in his later 
years. I just thought he liked to com-
plain. 
 Back in January I had this severe 
pain in my neck which I only felt at 
night. This pain would go from my neck 
and go down to my shoulder. Sometimes 
it would go from my shoulder back up 
to my neck. Sometimes it would stop 
in between. I imagined that all sort of 
things could be happening. What could 
this be? Could this be from my heart, 
could it be cancer, etc. What could this 
be? It would wake me up about every 
night around 2 in the morning and I’d 
have to get up and sit up in a recliner. 
It seemed to help if I was in an upright 
position. The pain would let up a little 
bit. Finally I would just get so tired that 
I would fall asleep in spite of the pain. 
 I went through this for a week to 
ten days. It wasn’t getting any better 
and I was just exhausted. I wasn’t sleep-
ing at night which made me exhausted 
through the day. I finally decided to go 
see the doctor. She said, ‘Well, we know 
you’ve got arthritis in your neck and 
that’s probably what’s causing the pain. 
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Your heart and lungs sound good. We’ll 
have a picture taken of your shoulder 
but you probably have arthritis there.’ 
She was right. It was arthritis. She said, 
‘There’s no cure for arthritis. You just 
have to deal with it.’ She said, ‘I can give 
you a pain killer. I can give you a muscle 
relaxer.’ I found out I really can’t tolerate 
pain killers very well. If it’s a very strong 
pain killer it’s not good. I took one one 
night and the next day I just wasn’t 
there. I didn’t like that feeling at all.
 I was still suffering with the pain. I 
was in charge one Sunday here. I think 
Steve was speaking. He and Joel and 
I were in the back getting ready and I 
was telling them what I needed. They 
decided to administer to me right then 
and so they did. There was a very strong 
Spirit that came over me and I felt like I 
was blessed but the pain didn’t really go 
away. It was still there. I kept thinking 
that the Lord was going to remove the 
pain but it still persisted. I knew I had 
been blessed but for some reason I still 
had that pain. 
 For some reason it was still waking 
me up at night. So I decided to go to a 
chiropractor. That fixed it. It really did. 
I went to him three or four times. I for-
got all about the pain in my neck and 
shoulder because every other part of my 
body hurt so much that I wasn’t think-
ing about the pain in my neck and my 
shoulder. 
 Eventually the pain did quit but 
right about that same time I started 
feeling short of breath. I just got winded 
easily and I wondered what was happen-
ing to me. I was tired all the time and I 
just couldn’t go anymore. I had things 
to do but I didn’t have the energy to do 
them so I went back to the doctor. She 
said, ‘Here’s your problem. Your blood 
pressure is way too high. We need to do 
something about that.’ I took two blood 
pressure medications and they doubled 



those. That seemed to help a little bit but 
they decided to send me to a heart doc-
tor.
 I went to the heart doctor. One 
bad thing about doctors is they always 
tell you things that you don’t want to 
hear. One of the first things he said was 
that I had to cut out salt. Do you mean 
no popcorn, no peanuts, no chips, no 
binging on those things? He told me I 
couldn’t do that anymore. I also needed 
to cut down on the sweets that I ate. I 
have told you that my wife is a champi-
on dessert maker, anything that’s sweet 
she loves to make and I love to eat it. He 
told me that I was going to have to cut 
down on the sweets that I ate and I was 
going to need to lose some weight. He 
told me that he would schedule some 
tests for me in a couple of months. By 
that time they would know whether I 
really needed the tests! 
 Well, I went back home. My blood 
pressure still seemed to be kind of high. 
I got up one morning and had such a 
weird feeling. This side of my face was 
just numb. It was like there was nothing 
there. The whole side of my body was 
that way. Trying to walk down the hall-
way was difficult. I wondered if I would 
make it. I tried to talk to Debbie and the 
words that would come out wouldn’t 
be the words that I was trying to say. I 
couldn’t get my mouth to work right. I 
couldn’t get the words to come out right. 
I was in a daze. 
 Well that numbness went from this 
side over to that side. You know they 
always say, if  you’re numb on your left 
side that’s not good news. It was still 
fairly early in the morning and I didn’t 
figure the doctor was in yet so Debbie 
thought we should go to the ER. The 
ER was only across the road so that 
was good. We went over there and they 
hooked me up to these IVs. One of them 
was morphine I think. If I thought I was 
out of it before, I was really out of it 
once they hooked me up to the IVs. My 
blood pressure was pretty high. They 
were working on me and I was thinking, 
‘This is good. I can just take it easy here.’ 
Debbie came up to me and said, ‘They 
are going to send you to Mercy Hospi-
tal.’ I thought, ‘Why would they want to 
do that? Just give me a moment. It will 
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be OK. This is no big deal.’ 
 They put me on this stretcher and 
put me in the back of this ambulance. 
I never want to ride in an ambulance 
again. It’s kind of scary in my opinion. 
I suppose a helicopter would be a lot 
worse. You feel like you are going to fall 
off the stretcher all the time. When we 
got up to Mercy they kept asking me 
the same old questions. Who’s the presi-
dent? What day is this? What’s your last 
name? They ran a lot of tests. The heart 
doctor came in and told me that they 
were going to change my meds. They 
were going to take me off some and 
put me on this new medicine. He said, 
‘You’ve probably had a TIA. The tests 
don’t show any damage. The difference 
between a TIA and a stroke is with the 
stroke there is usually some damage so 
we know you didn’t have a stroke.’ The 
reality of it all struck me. This was pretty 
serious. I hadn’t realized until that point 
how serious this was.
 Was I blessed? We read that one 
thing that keeps you from having dam-
age is how quickly you can get to a med-
ical facility where they can do some-
thing for you. Was I blessed? It amazed 
me how quickly people found out about 
my problems and how concerned they 
were. The internet and email must be a 
really amazing thing because I couldn’t 
believe the prayers that were offered on 
my behalf and the people that came to 
see me while I was in Des Moines. 
 In the pre-baptismal class that I had 
with Josh and Roger we covered a lot of 
things but we never really got to why 
we should be members of this church. 
We never really covered that too much 
and I really would have liked to have 
done that. Although I’m not sure what 
I would have told them.
 Back when I was growing up being 
a member of this church was difficult. 
People would ask you what church you 
belonged to. I would say, ‘The Reorga-
nized Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter Day Saints. They would say, ‘Wow. 
What’s that?’ I would say, ‘Well, we’re 
like the Mormons but we’re not.’ I guess 
all I could really tell them was that we be-
lieved that God speaks to us today. Back 
in the 1950s you didn’t find too many 
other churches that believed in modern 

day revelation. They didn’t talk about 
prayer. They didn’t talk about the Holy 
Spirit. They didn’t talk about all those 
things going on. They really looked 
down on our church and the Mormon 
Church. They thought we were kind of 
weird. We were but I was always taught 
that that was a good thing, that we were 
an odd people. 
 Nowadays it seems like either peo-
ple have come around to us or we’ve 
gone down to them but there are more 
churches that believe more like we do. If 
you tell them that I was prayed for and 
I was blessed, they can understand that. 
They can believe that and they don’t 
think that you’re offbeat a little bit. A lot 
of them kind of believe like we do.
 We went to Breakfast With the Mas-
ter the week of Easter this year again. We 
like to do that because we get together 
with people from different churches. 
We went and enjoyed it and heard some 
good messages. The theme this year was 
Journey to the Cross and every minister 
that spoke was supposed to talk about 
their own personal journey, how they 
had gotten to where they were. 
 Well, I found out our church is 
still kind of different. We only had one 
minister that really talked about a spiri-
tual experience in their journey to the 
cross and that was Gordon Winkler. He 
shared his testimony of the experiences 
that they have had with Karaline. How 
she flat lined and they had her admin-
istered to and the prayers that were of-
fered for her and how they were blessed 
and that God brought her back to life. 
We saw Karaline last Sunday here and 
she is full of life. I was really impressed 
that this little girl who flat lined a few 
weeks ago could be so lively now. 
 Gordon did a very good job with 
his testimonies. You could feel a strong 
spirit there. I had one lady say to me, ‘I 
cried all through his talk.’ Another lady 
came up and said, ‘I wish somebody 
from your church would talk every day.’ 
I thought that was pretty special. I real-
ized that we do have something really 
special here. Sometimes I think we take 
it for granted but we are different. We 
are different than a lot of other church-
es.
 One thing we did cover in our pre-
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baptismal class and I’m glad that we got 
through this was about Lehi’s Vision. 
I want to read part of it to you. And it 
came to pass that I beheld a tree, whose 
fruit was desirable to make one happy. 
And it came to pass that I did go forth 
and partake of the fruit thereof; and I be-
held that it was most sweet above all that 
I ever before tasted. Yea, and I beheld that 
the fruit thereof was white, to exceed all 
the whiteness that I had ever seen.  And 
as I partook of the fruit thereof, it filled 
my soul with exceeding great joy; Where-
fore I began to be desirous that my family 
should partake of it also; for I knew that 
it was desirable above all other fruit. (1 
Nephi 2:49-53) 
 Doesn’t that sound good? Don’t you 
like how that is written? I like honey 
crisp apples but this sounds a lot better 
than honey crisp apples. Like Rob says 
I’m glad that he pointed this out with 
food because that is something we can 
really relate to.
 Then in further in 1 Nephi 3:63-
65 it says, Knowest thou the meaning of 
the tree which thy father saw? And I an-
swered him, saying, Yea, it is the love of 
God, which sheddeth itself abroad in the 
hearts of the children of men; wherefore 
it is the most desirable above all things. 
And he spake unto me, saying, Yea, and 
the most joyous to the soul. The love of 
God, how sweet, how wonderful it is. 
We’ve felt that here. I know we have. It’s 
our job that we take this love and share 
it with others.
 My battle with high blood pressure 
was a wakeup call. My sister told me that 
I was a walking time bomb. She tried to 
scare me when she said, ‘You don’t want 
to go through what Mom went through.’ 
It warned me that I needed to change 
some things in my life. I needed to cut 
out the salt. I needed to cut out the sug-
ar. I needed to lose some weight. I need-
ed to exercise more. I’ve been trying to 
do that and I’d like to say it gets easier 
as you go along but it doesn’t. After you 
lose that first few pounds it seems to be 
harder and harder to lose more weight. 
It’s harder to stay on your goal. It’s easy 
to say, ‘Well, I’ll just have one more 
cookie that won’t hurt.’ Or ‘I can have a 
little Diet Mountain Dew. That’s not go-
ing to be bad for me.’ But you really have 

to stay on track if you want to keep from 
having the problems that you’re having. 
 Do we need a wakeup call in 
our spiritual life? Is it time to make a 
change? We experienced something 
last Sunday that was pretty special. We 
were all probably really close to God 
as we thought about the resurrection 
of Christ. We probably vowed or com-
mitted or dedicated ourselves to living a 
better life, sharing more with others so 
that they might know the sweetness of 
God’s love.
 I have a reading that kind of follows 
what I wanted to say a little bit.

 I will greet this day with love in my 
heart.
 And how will I do this? Henceforth, 
will I look on all things with love and I 
will be born again.
 I will love the sun, for it warms 
my bones; yet I will love the rain, for it 
cleanses my spirit.
 I will love the light, for it shows me 
the way; yet I will love the darkness, for it 
shows me the stars.
 I will welcome happiness, for it en-
larges my heart; yet I will endure sadness, 
for it opens my soul.
 I will acknowledge rewards, for they 
are my due; yet I will welcome obstacles, 
for they are my challenge.

 I will greet this day with love in my 
heart
 And how will I act? 
 I will love all manners of men, for 
each has qualities to be admired even 
though they be hidden.
 With love I will tear down the wall of 
suspicion and hate which they have built 
round their hearts, and in its place will I 
build bridges so that my love may enter 
their souls.
 I will love the ambitious, for they can 
inspire me; I will love the failures, for they 
can teach me.
 I will love the kings, for they are but 
human; I will love the meek, for they are 
divine.
 I will love the rich, for they are yet 
lonely; I will love the poor, for they are so 
many.
 I will love the young for the faith they 
hold; I will love the old for the wisdom 

they share.
 I will love the beautiful for their eyes 
of sadness; I will love the ugly for their 
souls of peace.

 I will greet this day with love in my 
heart.
 And how will I confront each whom I 
meet?
 In only one way. In silence and to 
myself, I will address him and say, “I Love 
You.”
 Though spoken in silence, these 
words will shine in my eyes, unwrinkle 
my brow, bring a smile to my lips and 
echo in my voice, and his heart will be 
opened.
 I will greet this day with love in my 
heart.
 In closing I would like to read from 
John 14:25-27, These things have I spo-
ken unto you, being yet present with you. 
But the Comforter, which is the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you. Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give unto you; 
not as the world giveth, give I unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 
it be afraid.  
 

Rodney Bastow
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Church of Jesus Christ
Mount Ayr Restoration Branch

c/o Cheryl Phipps
15581 270th St
Lamoni, IA 50140

And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on 
the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give 
glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come; and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and 
the fountains of waters.       (Revelation 14:6-7)
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Have you misplaced your MARB Newsletter?
Want to read it online or search past issues?
Visit the Mount Ayr Restoration Branch website at:

www.angel-message.orgwww.gospelrestored.org

dependence.
 This is primarily a youth mission 
trip to help the youth of the Restoration 
branches in Tahiti share with the US 
youth and staff.
 Prayers for their ministry are appre-
ciated.

Reunion coming
 There will be no separate branch ac-
tivities during the week of reunion June 
18-24 at Graceland University.

Newsletter break
 The newsletter will go on break for 
the summer with this issue.

NotesNews &

June
 18 -- Chuck Fish
 and anyone we missed.

June
   16 -- Sherman and Cheryl Phipps
and anyone else we missed
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